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TOWARDSA ^ ^ i 3 

NATURAL HISTOR' 

SERPENTS: 

IN TWO PARTS. 

I. The Firft exhibits a general View of Serpents, in their various 
Afpefts ; fuch as their Kinds, Bulk, Food, Motion, Propagation, Co- 
verture, Colours. In which is inferted a ihort Account of V^table^ 
Mineral, and Animal Poilbn, particularly that of the Serpemt ; and 
its Cure in various Nations 5 where alfo the Serpent is ufed as 
Food and Phyfick. 

II. The Second gives a View of moft Serpents that are known in the 
k ■ fevcral Parts of the World ; defcribed by their various Names, different 
' Countries, and Qualities. 

Uluftrated with Copper-Plates, Engraved by the 

Best Hands. 

III. To which is added a Third Part; containing Six Disserta- 
tions upon the following Articles, as collateral to the Subjed. 

I. Upon the Primeval Serpent in Paradise. 
.2. The Fiery Serpents that infefted the Camp of Israel. 

3. The Brazen Serpent erefted by Moses. 

4. The Divine Worship given to Serpents by the Nations. 

5. The Origin and Reason of that Monstrous Worship. 

6. Upon the Adoration of different Kinds of Beasts by the Egyp- 
tians, with divers Inllances of the fame Stupidity in other Nations. 

The whole intermixed with Variety of Entertaining Digres- 
sions, Philosophical and Historical. 



By CHARLES OWEN D. D- 

LONDON: 

Printed for the AUTHOR. 
Sold by John Gray, «t the Crefs-Keys in the Poultry, near Cteap/Ide, 

M.DCC.XLII. 
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T O 

Sir Hans Shane Bar*. 



S I R^ 

TH E Serpbnt {Sukjtii of the follow- 
ing Sheets,} b^iig one part ^ your 
ceUbnted 9nd expenilye Co^k^tion 
of Rarities, naturally kads me to beg the 
Honour of your Name to grace its EJitrance 
into the puhUck World. 

I Can 't eater into tiie vanity of jinking, 
that die Book can be any improvement to 
one who- has been fi> long and laborious an 
%(ptin^ ^Sxst Truth, and penetrated fo £ar 

.' \ A a into 



iv DEDICATION. 

into the Empire of Nature : but as in Divi- 
nity, a willing Mind 5 fb in Learning, the 
beft Endeavour will be accepted. And tho* 
. . the Book cannot recommend it felf to you, 
your Name may recommend it to others, 

Happy are the Times, when Knowledge 
is the ftudy of thoie who have fuperior Abi- 
lities for it : Happy therefore is the prefent 
Age, that has you, among many other Learn- 
ed, fo eminent an Encourager of it. 

T H o* elevated Minds direfl: all their con- 
cern to what they Jhould be^ and not to any 
Applaiife for what they really are \ yet, if 
to delineate their Excellency be offenfive to 
Modefty, the Sincerity with which it is done, 
will, it is hojped, fecure their Pardon. 

Now, what is it that makes the great jCha- 
rafker, but Knowledge in all its diverfity, a 
Sollicitoufnefs for the Spread of Arts and 
Sciences, excelling in one'is particular Station 
of Life, and being divinely forward to all 
the hi^ Offices of Httimanity^' TKs is^ tfe 

Pidhirc 
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D E D I Cjr 10 N. 

. Pidure of real Worthy and what can f<»bid to 
&y^ that Sir Hans Sloane is the Life? 

That you may long continue the Re- 
ftorer of Healthy the Ornament of the Day, 
iand in triumph over all the deadly Powef 
of the 0/d Serpent y at laft poflefs eternal 
Health, are the moft fincere Wifties of him, 
who with a juft Senie of Obligation, and the 
gre^teft Regards, is. 



SIR, 

Tour moft humbky 
and devoted Servant , 

Wahrington, 
March I yij ^1-2. 

Cha. Owai. 
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T O T H E 

READ E R. 

TH E Dhine Wifdom fo variovjlj dtjplaytd tn the fforks of 
Nature, e-cen the iowefi Order of them, sntertaim the bn- 
man Eye "with ProJpeSi exquijitely beautiful and fUafur- 
able : As our Knowledge is defeSUve, o^r are at a lofs bow 
to account perfectly for the particular Ends-, of their Formation^ and 
Manner of their Subjerviency to the ffhole of the Eternal Dejign. 

H O JV EV ER, by Oofervation and Improvements in Natural 
Pbiloj'opby, -wa ^re ajfuredi thus far \ that as the Almighty Creator . 
made nothing in vain, fo aS'his Works are good^ and MmiraBiyft' 
ted to anfmer the Purpojis of his ff^ll, and that his ff^ijdom. Hie 
bis tender Merges, Jkines through all the Syjlems of bis Creatures. 

^HA^ there it not a ivife Purpofe in every thing that is made, 
hecaufe we do not underjiand it, is as abfurd as for a Man tofay, 
there is mfucb thing as Light ^ becauje be is bl/tidf and has no Eyes 
to fee it. 

FOR the Illfiftr-atim of tbis^ 'we mt^ take a Jbort View of 
dreatttres, in vulgar account too diminutive and def^cable a Species, 
to deferve a clofe Attention : And among thefe, if we confder the 
Noxious^ wejhallfndf if not an Argument •win they Jhould be made, 
yet wejhall be ahU to difcem no Reafon why tbefjhould not, becaufe 
their Noxioufnefs is not fo unavoidable, but that we may, andahnofi 
every one does avoid it, 

GENERAL 



PREFACE. yfu 

GENERAL HISTORIES of tbe/e IGnJs we Bave Sem 

fumijbed with in the tFri tings of the Learned : Here I appfy my /elf 

to the Difcujpm of one particular Species^ viz. the Serpent : in which 

IMt^lhtomtk m;wliijkmrt»yp/i tMf teitolM^ UHth^tig, Ato 

me View^ what hasbeenfaidby dijfferent Perfons^ which is not to be 
fmnd by any without ma^ Biom, and rMHAk ^ime ; and whichy 
without the prefent Engli&X)}^^, wffuld M'bk underjlood by others 
atdll 

I N accounting for fome ihif^r relative lb the SubjeSfj I have al-^ 
ways chofen the Words of tkelJiamed in the PbrjStal Profeffion. 

TH E Subjea being Ukt D«ft^ f Ar Fodd of 'ihfe Serpent, very dry, 
/ have endeavoured to gPik ii^fome Ajj^iiMenefSy by a Variety of 
Paffagesfrom Hiftory^ and RefleSiions of many kinds ; whichy though 
they may not always naturally arije from the SubjeBy yet being in^ 
tended for the Reader^ s Entertainment and InJiru£lion {as he goes 
along in the principal Dejiffi if the Book) 1 hope they willjlnd afa^ 
vourable yui^gment^ 

GIVE me kave^ upon this occqfim, to adopt Sir Williaqi 
Temple'i fTords, viz* *^ It is not perhaps amifs^ Jays he, to relieve 

or enliven a bufy Scene Ibmetimes virith fuch Digre^ons, virhe- 

thcr to the Parpofe or no."* 

/ S HALL $nh add, that in cultivatit^g this "^ulyfS, Ibapr 
attempted to gjne a jbfnrt X)i^lay if Ae Divine PerfeSiom, which ,^ 
di tBey aeppgett^ mimf rntbeSJflem $f the CtiuiiiaA ii$^tsierat^i/dik: 
ihi StpfeM ibey mi^ U j^en in particular I andif it fimkcrs mfhe 
Reader a OUt exjkgbe Pttti^mi ofGodik kUW W^ks^ IWti ^ 
End§ wlaam 

Yatr Humble Servant. ' 
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Diredions for the Binder, where to put the Plates. 

Plate I. after p. 54. 

Plate II. - - p. 70. 

Plate IH. - - p. 78. 

PlatelV. p. 86. 

Plate V. - - - p. 94. 

Plate VI. p. 142. 

Plate VII. - - p. 152. 
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Fi^. ERRATA. Fkg. ERRATA. 

a$ n Ead B§cea^ inftetd oi Baca. 141 Head CXXVI. for Navi^aii§M, r. A;<- 

25 J^ Foar Lines ftom bottom, after iaiin. 

' kMi§r, r. §iher. 147 — CXXXIV. r. JUfiiUs aad hftau 

34 Line 2. r. M tb^ Vifwm may. 148 Head lid. for rV, r. ibem. 

53 Af^Damfhinf^ r. ami infiiod rf wr. 162 Inftead of D4tm§n^ r. Damon. L. 4. 

58 Qaotation, r. Naiaral Hifiwy tf Laa^ from bottom, in Quotadon, r. mHiiiM. 

ca/hin. i;^l L. 9. r. their BtberFacuUies ivirt. 
74 L. 14. iTi^t2A of Ampbisbknick' Animals^ '19c r. Firdtp'tafe. 

r. Wbitbir tbere bi tnm^htaiid Serpents 196 r. Nebn/btans. 

or not. 211 r. Gadts. 

.76 L. 14. from bottom, for ^jtbon^ r. Pjtb§n. 23 1 Dele 3. 

9$ L, $. r. Mtfiir, for move. 237 L. 14. a Cdmma ftould be after «^i»rr. 



109 L. 3. fbr MaA/y.r. 

112 L. I. r. ^infnennian. N.B. In tk Story of Che Elephant, pag. 

114 L, 17. for emits, r. muV. 86. it 'Is a miftake, to place the A&ioo 

115 L. 2. for iftbey, r. tbe^wonmded^ at Nenvcaiiei the Scene of it being in 
1 22 Head LXaXI V. r. Americina. the Eafi-lndies, according to a Book cal- 
1 32 Head CXI. r. J^fen. kd tUuaUton'j Travels. 

1 34 — CXI V. r. Attaligatus. 
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NATURAL HISTORY 
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SERPENTS. 



PART I. 




S E C T I O N I. 

(Begin with the Divifion of Serpents, which I <ffl^ri- 
^ bute into Terreflrial, that live upon Land only ; 
I jiquatick, that live in Water i and jimpbi&ious, that 
I inhabit both Elements. Under thefe I comprehend 
all the Relatives to the venomous Tribe. &it how 
can Land-Serpents live in Water? I anfwer, their Bodies are 
equally formed for both Places. 

Among Animals, fome breathe by Z.vng'j, and others by'Gi/6; 
as all fanguineous Filh, (excepting the fVbaU.) By Gilbt I mean 
thofe membranous cartilaginous Parts on both iides the Head, 
whereby they hear and refpire : What we call Gills in Fiih, are 
properly their Lungs. Refpiraiion (which is an involuntary Mo- 
tion of the^E^ft, whereby Air is alternately taken in and thrown 
out) is, as neceffary to Filh as to Land-Animals : In Water, is a 
gicat<inantity of Air jnclofed, and it is that Air they refpire, and 
by their Gills they feparate the Air from the Water, and preleiu 
it to the Bloody after the lame manner as 'tis pre&nted to the 
Lungs of Land-Animals. 
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T H B Gilh of Fi(h have an alternate Motion of Dilatatian and 
Compreffion ; when they dilate their GilK the Water is taken 
in 5 when they contrast them, 'tis expelled again. Thus the 
Water is carried in by the Mouth, and carried off again (ftript 
of its Air) by the G/V/f, which perform the Office of Lungs. Their 
fucking Water is Breathing, and their Food as little of Water,, 
perhaps, as other Creatures ufe. 

SERPEN TS will fwim in all Liquids ; this appears in the 
Experiment made by a learned Italian^ who put a Serpent into a 
large Glafs-VefTel of Wine, where it lived fwimming about fix 
Hours; and when it was by force immerfed and kept under that 
Liquid, it lived only about one Hour and a half. He put ano-^ 
ther in common Water, where it lived three Days; but whcnt 
it was kept under Water, it lived only about twelve Hours *. 

Some Serpents are reptitious, creep on the Belly, and fome 
have Feet ; the Form of their Legs is peculiar, and different in 
divers Species, whence the flow Motion of fome, and wonderful 
Agility and Swiftnefs in others: Their Feet are fome cloven (as it 
were) into Hoofs, others divided into Claws, with Variety of dif- 
ferent Nails to anfwer the feveral Purpofes of Life j among thenx 
are Flying Serpents : for which purpofe, they are furniflied with 
Wings to buoy themfelves up in the fluid Air, whereby they 
keep their Bodies oh a due Balance in their Motion. 

Serpents are provided with Tails of diflferent Length, 
and Size ; thefe alfo are neceflfary to adjufl: their Motion, and 
guard them againft Stimulation of Flies. In winged Serpents, the 
Tail ferves as a Rudder to govern them in flying through the Airv; 
and, in the marine Serpents, they ferve as Oars. But another fays,, 
the flying of a Bird, in eflfedt, is quite a diflferent Motion fron^ 
the failing of a Ship : Birds don't vibrate their Wings towards^ the 
Tail, as Oars are ftruck towards the Stern, but waft them down- 
ward ; nor does the Tail of the Bird cut the Air at right Angles, 
as the Rudder does the Water, but is difpofed horizontally, and 
prefcrves the fame Situation what way foever the Bird turns -f*. 

They are painted with Variety of Colours, as red, blacky, 
white, brown, green ; the Compofition of thefe, in fome of their 
Garnitures, forme Beauties exquifitely fine. Some of them have 
^ry Kttle Eyes, others large ones: Some wound with their Teeth, . 

others 
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others with the Tail that terminates in a Sting, which is an 
Apparatus in the Body of certain Infedts like a little Lance^ 
ferving them as a Weapon of Offence. Mention is made by 
Hiftorians of harmlefs Serpents, and of Perfons who have tamed 
Serpents, and whoie Hair has been kifled by a tame Dragon, and 
which, with its Tongue, gently lick'd its Mafter's Face *. 

The Serpent feems to be one of the diftinguifhed Favourites 
of the Air, feeing it fubfiils by aerial Food all Winter ; that is, in 
thofe Regions where it dare not turn Ranger. Sleep is the Nurfe 
of Nature, a Nurfe that greatly indulges the animal Spirits, and^ 
by arrcfting voluntary Motion, prevents their daily Confumption^ 
and, at the fame time, allows the perpetual Motion of the Ar<^ 
teries. Veins, Heart. We know but little of the real peculiar 
Nature of what we call Air, only that it is the mod heterogeneous 
Body io the World, a kind of fecondary Chaos, being a Compound 
#f minute Particles of various Kinds, Earth, Water, Minerals^ 
Vegetables, Animals, &c. collected either by folar or artificial 
Heat. 

These Particles together conftitute an Appendage to our 
Earth, called Atmofphere ; or that thin, elaflic, fluid Mafs, wherein 
we live, move, and have our Being ; which Air We continually 
receive, and expel by Refpiration, and no Animal can live, or 
Vegetable grow without it. 

Thus Serpents inclofed in the Receiver, are immediately 
( I may fay) ftarved when deprived of Air, which is their only 
Winter-Food.— i\r. B. Whatever is put in a Receiver fo ex- 
liaufted, is faid to be put in Vacuo : Animals that h^ve two Ven- 
tricles, and no Foramen Ovak^ as Birds, Dogs, Cats, Mice, 
die in it in left than half a Minute ; a Mole died in one Minute ; 
a Bat lived feven or eight ; Infe(fb, as Wafps, Bees, Grafhop- 
pers, feem dead in two Minutes -f-. 

Nor will any Vegetation proceed in Vacm^ or without Air : 
Seeds planted will not grow. Objection. Beans grow in Va^ 
cuo. I anfwer, they grow a little tumid^ but that kind of Vege- 
tation is only owing to the Dilatation of the Air within then! ^ 
they fwell a little by the Expaniion of that Air, but th^ never 
imd. 

. B z Amono 
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A M o N G the Anticnts were very ftrangc Notions about the OrU- 
ginal of Serpents, and other Animals : Bees^ fays a certain Ora- 
tor, Hiftorian,. and Philofophcr, were bred from the Carcafe ofc 
Oxen ; Wajps from the Corruption of Horfes 5 Beetles from Afles ;. 
and Serpents from human Marrow : Hence they confecrated a. 
Dragon to Kings and Princes, as a Creature peculiar to Man *. 

I Do N ' T know how to form an Apology for the old l^hilofo- 
phers, whofe Account of fpontaneous Generation is- pcrfedlly ro*. 
mantick : What can be more fo, than to fay Frog^ are engendered 
of Slime, or in the Clouds^ and dropt down in th& Showers of 
Rain ? So the Egyptians faid, that Mice were produced from 
the Mud of iW/w, and Infefts from putrid Matter animated by. 
the San*. The Principle of this equivocal Generation, was the 
oldDo^rine oi Egypt ^ and now juftly exploded, as contrary to 
Reafbn and common Senfe, as well as to the Deiign of the 
Creator in making Animals male and female; the End of whiclfc 
Difference in Sexes, all Animals exaAly anfwefj as if they were 
endued with human Reafon. No Woman more tender of her 
Babe, or careful in providing for it, than Animals are of their. 
Young Ones. 



I' 



SECTION 11. 

THE Knowledge of mere Animals (whb have no School for 
Arts and Sciences) is moft furprifing ; thefe, without vifible 
Ihltrudlors, know how to perpetuate their Species to the End of 
the World j and how to order their Eggs, as thofe, who were ap- 
prized, their Succeffors were contained in them, and that it was 
in their power to produce them, and fo perpetuate, or keep up 
the Name of their Family. 

The Serpentine Animals are thus taught by Nature ; thefe 
difftr in the Mode of Propagation 5 ibme of them arc vivipa^ 
rws^ an Epithet applied to fach Animals, who lay their Eggs 
Within their Bellies, who bring forth their Young ones alive and 
ffcrfea, as Vipers, Sheep, Hares; others are oviparous, and bring 
forth their Young from Eggs, as Serpents, Snakes, Lizafd^ 
Frogs, Salmon, Tortoife, Herrings, Gfr. f 

In. 
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OF SER PENTS. 

In this Contrivance of Male and Female, and different Me- 
thod of Multiplication for perpetuating the Species, we may fee an 
admirable Inftance of divine Wifdom : But for this Difference in 
Sexes, there would Jbe no Increafe of Serpents nor other Animals. 
The oviparous and Oviparous Manner of Propagation is as won- 
derful ; for. 

Were they all viviparous^ that isj brought forth living Births, 
there would be but a fmall Number, and not fofficient to fupport 
the Whole animal Body : Corn, Grafs, Fruits, (Sc. are no Pro- 
duftions of the Sea, therefore can be no Food for Fifli : The Al- 
mighty Creator fo ordained it, that they fhould feed one upon 
another 5 and this made it neceflary that they £hould be eviptrousy 
that they might increafe in great Plenty, which they could not do, 
if they were of the viviparous Kind ; that is, brought forth their 
living Offspring, as Vipers, Sheep, Hares, Cows do. 

But Fifli being oviparous^ propagating their Kind by Eggs; 
which, for Number, are infinite, their Progeny is innumerable, 
and fufficient to fupport all the Branches of the marine Family; 
even the lefler Kind* of Fifh fend forth an incredible Number of - 
Spawn. 

On the other band, if four-footed Beafts were propagated by 
Eggs, they would foon cover the Face of the Earth, without a 
daily Deftrudtion of them, which would take up no little time 
tho' an Army ofNimrods were employed. Birds increafe by Eggs, . 
and bring forth great Numbers ; and perhaps, for this reafen^ , 
that Birds of Prey and Serpents, Kitchens, &c. might not want 
proper Supplies. Now, if a female Bird was great with fix or 
twelve Young Ones at once, the Burden would be intolerable, her 
Wings would fail, and fhe would become an eafy Prey to her 
Enemies. 

But you will fay, what if they brought forth only one or two 

a time, till they amounted to tne ufual Number of their Eggs ? 
knfwer, that then they would be troubled all the Year long 

ith feeding their Young, or bearing them in their Womb. 

This Produdlion of Creatures by Eggs, is a wonderful PhaB^ 
nomcnon in the animal World -, the Eggs are fhelly and hard, to 
prefe^^e the included Embryo from Accidents, and to contain 
fuitable Nutriment for it. 'Tis obfervable that Chickens, while in 
their dark embryotick State, arc nourifhed by the White alone, till 

growji.4 
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grown big, and then feed on the Tolk^ as the flrongerDictj and, 
when that is confumed, the Shell opens, and lets out the Prifo- 
ners. 

Though all Fowl are hatched from Eggs, yet it is not al- 
ways by the Parent's Incubation, or Brooding, but by fome other 
Warmth : The TCortotfe is faid to lay no lefs than fifteen hundred 
Eggs, which (he covers in the Sand, and leaves the Sun to hatch 
them. The^ggs of the OJirich^zxt hatched after the fame man- 
ner ; fo the Serpent lays, and leaves her Eggs in the DunghilL 

The Eggs of Serpents, and certain other Animals, are Parts 
formed in the Ovaries of the Female, covered with a Shell, which 
includes an Embryo of the fame Species. In the days of old, the 
Egg was the Symbol of the World ; the World, by Tradition, be- 
ing made of an Egg : Hence Eggs became of lingular impor- 
tance in the Sacrifices of Cybele the Mother of the Gods. Some 
of the Pagan Deities were iaid to be produced from Eggs. 

In fome Parts of AJia^ and at Grand Cairo in Egypt ^ they hatch 
their Chickens in Ovens j each Oven contains feveral thoufand 
Eggs which the Country brings in, and have their Eggs returned 
in Chickens. 

B Y this Method, they generally want fome integral Part, as 
an Eye, a Claw, Gfr. which may be owing to a Want of equal 
Impreflion of Heat, tho* the artificial Warmth be continued* 
There arc Thousands, yea Millions at a Batch, thus produced in 
Egyptian Ovens ; — and may as well be in Europe^ if our Bakers 
had the knack on't. An Experiment has been made by a Duke of 
7ufcany, who having built fuch Ovens, did produce living Chic- 
kens in the fame manner. 

Under ih\^ SeBion^ I (hall confider the wonderful Sagacity 
of Serpents, in chufing their Paths for Dcambulation, and finding 
out proper Receptacles for their Repofe and Security in Winter; 
and that in Climates that are Oppofites in their Nature. 

I N Summer, generally fpeaking, they are found in folitary and 
unfrequented dry Situations; others delight in moorifli fenny 
Grounds ; and in hot Countries, near to Groves, Rivulets-^Thefe, 
like other Animals, ftridly adhere to the Conftitutions of their 
Family, without Deviation. 

Theit 
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They take up their Winter-Quartcrs in Caverns, hollow 
Places, Burrows^ Rocks, old Hedges^ and under the Roots of 
Vegetables, cfpccially the Birch, others fay Beech-Trees, which 
were confecrated by the Pagans to the fupreme Numen. 

In thefe lonefome Habitations they repofe themfelvcs during 
the Winter, in a kind of fleepy State, as half dead, with open 
Eyes *. In this Solitude they lie dormant, indulg'd with a little 
humid Air, till the Sun, by its Entrance into the northern Con- 
ftellations, reftores them to the adlive Life 5 without fomc Air 
they could not live. Mr. Boyle made the Experiment, by putting 
Vipers into the exhaufted Receiver, which foon died upon pump- 
ing out the Air. 

It argues no little Penetration, that they know when and 
how to (helter themfelves in Places of Safety in all Seafons ; and 
what is yet more aftonifhing, is, that they live there fo many 
Months without Food and without Aftion 5 and when releafed 
from their hybernal Confinement, how foon do they find out 
their appointed Food ? Taken in this light they are not Angular ; 
for 'tis believed, there are other Animals that pafs the Winter- 
Seafon in a ftate of Indolence and Inactivity, as Cuckows and 
Swallows, making way by their Retreat for Woodcocks and 
Fieldfeirs, which vifit us in Winter, and then return northwards : 
They are faid to breed in colder Countries, as Norway y Ktijjia^ 
Sweden^ and the IJlands of OrcadeSy the moft northern Parts of 
Scotland} which Iflands were formerly in poffcffion of the iVbr- 
wegianSy and given and annex'd to Scotland by Chrijliem I. King 
of Denmark and Norway ^ on the Marriage of his Daughter Mar^ 
garet^ with James III. King 'of Scotland, about the Year 1474. 

I T is probable, that when thefe northernCountries are buried in 
Snow, and their Rivers are frozen up, thefe Birds take their Flight 
hither, and fuch like Places, where they have Accefs to Water, &c. 
But as to Cuckows and Swallows, as intimated above, 'tis generally 
allow'd that they fleep in Winter, having, as 'tis faid^ been found 
in hollow Trees and Caverns. Nor is this at all unlikely ; tho** 
on the other hand, I can fee no Abfurdity in fuppofing that thefe 
fhould go upon a Summer, as the other do upon a Winter Pil- 
grimage ; that thefe purfue a leflcr Heat, as well as the others fly 
from a greater Cold. Yea, Vegetables are iaid to Jleep in Winter^ 

and 
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and to be awake and lively in Summer: During the Months of 
their Reft, a quantity of Oil is laid up in them for their Defence 
againft the Cold, and in proportion to the Degrees of it, which 
they are to fuftain 5 whence it is, that the Trees of the northern 
.Climates fo much abound with Oil. 

O.N the other hand, there are Reptiles and InfeSis that have 
Senfe enough to lay up Winter-Store in Summer, as the Bee^ 
Wafpy Field'Moufe^ &c. a Property foreign to the antient Houfc 
of Serpents. 

I N Summer, the Bees labour hard for Winter Provifion : As 
fbon a^ the Air grows mild and warm, they are out betimes, and 
gather their Harveft from the Simples of the Fields, which they 
fuck into their Bodies, and upon their Return to the Hive they 
di^orge it, as Pigeons do their Food wherewith they feed their 
Young. When the Bees have fill'd their Storehoufe with the De- 
licacies of Nature, they lock the Doors, which they feal up with 
delicate white Wax, to prevent the Emanation of the Honey, 
which is a vegetable Juice : The Combs hi which their Treafure 
is lodg'd, are geometrically nice, and exceed the moft exquifitc 
Art of Man. 

The Ants alfo in this refpedl, are remarkable for Penetration 
and Forelight. In America are Ants which raife Hillocks four or 
five Foot high, and have fuch a way of cementing the Earth 
about them, that 'tis as firm as Lime and Stone, which protedls 
them againft the Ant^Bears^ or Pifmire-eaters ; /. e. a kind of 
Creatures as big as Dogs, that feed on thefe Infedts. 

One obferves, that the Spaniards left Jamaica^ and went to 
Cuba^ for this Reafon among others, becaufe theirjChildrens Eyes 
were eaten by thefe Ants, when left by themfelves in the 
Cradle *. ^ 

Ceylon in the Eaji ^Indies produces fevcral forts of remarkable 
Ants, particularly a large red kind, which make their Nefts on 
the Boughs of great Trees, with Leaves wrapt together in Clufters, 
in which they lay their Eggs: And another fort call'd Vacos^ 
whofe Hinder-part is white, and the Head red 5 thefe fwarm 
over the Land and devour every thing, but Stone and Iron : Thcty 
creep on Houle-walls, and always build an Arch over themfelves ; 
on thefe their Poultry live chiefly ; feme of them bite defperately. 

To 
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To thefe I might add the PTaJpSy that have their Winter- 
Treafures in fubterranean Cells, and the Field-mice that know 
the proper Seafon to gather Acorns, which they carefully hide 
in hollow Places, (as Mole-runs) in the Earth. Thus we fee 
no Creatures fo mean in our View, but a Ray of divine Wifdom 
fliines in their Forefight and Contrivance : When we confidcr 
how wonderfully thefe inferior Creatures are conducted in their 
Operations, how pundlually they obey the Laws of their Creator, 
how folicitoufly every one propagates his Kind, and makes pro- 
per Provifions for his Family 3 it looks as if it were done by fome 
Principle that's more perfedt than the common Reafon of Man. 
Neverthelefs 'tis paft doubt, that Brutes of the higheft Order, 
and mod refin'd, are but Brutes, i. e. irrational^ and it's well for 
us they are fo. 

This is call'd InftinSl^ a natural Difpofition, or Sagacity 
wherewith Animals are endued ^ by virtue whereof they are en- 
abled to provide for themfelves, know what is good for them, 
and are determined to propagate and preferve their Species. Li^ 
JlinSl bears fome Analogy to Reafon or Undcrftanding, and fup- 
plies the Defedt of it in Brutes. The Narrative of £w's Temp- 
tation begins with affirming. The Serpent was more fubtle than any 
Bea/l of the Field. And Cbriji recommends the Wifdom of the 
Serpent, but not without the Innocence of the Dove. 

The Proofs of its Subtilty are not (b obvious ; fome produce 
fuch as thefe, telling us, that the Serpent Cerajies hides itfelf in 
the Sand, with a view to bite the Horfe*s Foot that he might 
throw the Rider. Jacob fcems to allude to this, in the Bleffing 
he gave to Dan^ of whom 'tis laid, Dan Jhall be a Serpent by 
the Way, an Adder in the Path, that bites the Horfe's Heels, fo 
that his Rider Jhall fall backward. Gen. xlix. 17. But more in 
Part third. 
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SECTION III. 

SERPENTS are fuppofed to have many Enemies, befidea 
Man, as the Eagle, Hawk, Stork^ His, Ichneumon, Ma-^ 
gaure, 6cc, I (hall only touch upon fome of thefe : Ibis is z 
Bird of Egypt, and a faithful Ally in the War againft Serpents y 
vaft Numbers of winged Serpents are annually bred in Arabia,. 
from whence, at certain Seafons, Swarms of them take their flight 
acrofs the Red-Sea into Egypt: Upon the firft notice of their Ar- 
rival, the Ibidian Birds affemble in Troops, and immediately fljr 
upon the Invaders, and foon deftroy them. In the fame manner 
they execute Vengeance upon the Serpents of Ethiopia, whea 
they molcft the Land *. 

The Storks deftroy all Serpents that fall in their way, and 
arc fo greatly r^arded in Thejfaly for this kind office, that it is* 
counted a capital Crime to kill a Stork, and the Criminal is pu- 
niihed as in the Cafe of Man-flaughter. 

•f T H E Stork's Bill is very long and (harp, with which it makes- 
a rattling kind of Noife : It is faid, the Chirurgeons have learn'd 
the Clyfterick Art from thefe Birds. 

The Storks alfo are efteemed the Clergy's Friends, for the Au- 
thor of the Book of Nature fays, they will not inhabit any City 
in Germany, where no Ty thes are paid to the Pripcft. An Ortho- 
dox Brood of Birds ! 

When Mofes conduced the Egyptian Army againft the Etbio^ 
pians, he was to pafs through a Country full of Serpents, and to 
fccure his Forces from them in their March, he carried with hin^ 
fevcral of thefe Ibidian Birds, before whofe Fury they fell or 
fledj. 

ICHNEUMON is a little Animal of bold Spirit, and a 
great Dcftroyer of Serpents, and therefore the Egyptians keep it 
in their Houfcs, as we do Cats; and the young ones are com- 
monly fold for that end at ^xandria. In form it refembles an 
over-grown Rat, and is called the Indian-Rat, and Pharaoh's^ 
Rat 3 and by its mighty Atchievements, it muft be of fome con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable Bulk; for in its Encounters with great Dogs, Crocodiles, 
Serpents, (Sc. it generally comes off vidlorious: Upon their Ap- 
proach it bunches up, and briftles up its Hair, in token of De- 
fiance : It couches on the Ground, and leaps like a Bull-dog at 
its Prey. 

B Y fomc it is calFd the Egyptian Otter ; 'tis of a dun Colour, 
has round Ears, black Legs, and long Tail : It cannot endure the 
Wind, and runs for Shelter, when it rifes, fometinaes thrufting 
its Head between its hinder Legs, in a round Form like a Hedge^ 
hog. 

Those who have examined into Kites Nefts, have found 
Vipers in them, which are fuppofed to be Food for their young 
ones. In China is a little Creature like a Weezel, called Magaure^ 
that is a mortal Enemy to Serpents, which it kills by ftriking its 
Teeth into their Heads. The Chameleon trembles at the Sight of 
this little Furiofo * ; whofe Ears are ihort and round, its Noie 
like that of a Ferrety its Tongue and Teeth like a Cat, which 
is a Creature it deflroys in a Minute, though not the eafieft to be 
killed. The Argoli Serpents in InJ^a deftroy Alps; therefore 
by Alexander the Great's Command, they were tranfported to 
Alexandria -f-. 

Whether the Serpent hates Man more than other Crea- 
tures, is with me a queftion 3 be that as it will, it is wonderful 
to think, that notwithftanding Man's and other Creatures invin* 
cible Hatred of Serpents, yet hitherto they have been able to fup- 
port themfelves in a State of War againft all the World. 

Eve N among Vegetables are found Enemies to Serpents; as 
the Dittany of Virginia^ or the wild Penny-royal ; the Leaves of 
which, fays my Author, being bruifed, we tied in the Cleft of a 
long Stick, and held them to the Nofe of the Rattle-Snaie^ who 
by turning and wriggling, laboured hard to avoid it, and in half 
an hour's time was kill'd by it: This was done July 1657, at 
which Seafon thofe Creatures are computed to be in the greatefl: 
Vigour of their Poifon ; it is alfo remarkable, that in thofe Places 
where the wild Penny-Royal grows, no Rattle-Snakes arc obferved 
to come II . 

♦ L. LeComte's Memoirfy p. 504. + Johnfionut^ p. 16. \ ?hilof.Tf4ftfaS. 
abridg'd by Lov)$b§rfy p. 811. 
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SECTION IV. 

THAT Duji was not the original Food of the Serpent, 
feems evident from the Sentence pafled upon the Paradi- 
iaick Serpent, but the neceflary Confequence of the Change made 
in the manner of its Motion, /•. e. the prone Pofture of its Bodyi 
by which it's doomed to live upon Food intermixed with Earthi 
dried to a Powder; Duft Jhalt thou eat^ is one part of the Curfe,. 
It's true, Serpents eat Flefh, Birds, Frogs, Fifli, Fruits, Grafs, 
but as they continually creep on the Earth, 'tis impoflible but 
their Food muft be often defiled with Dirt \ fome of them may 
cat Earth out of Neceflity, or at leaft Earth- Worms, which the jr 
cannot fwallow without fome Dirt with them. No Animal but 
has its proper Food; even the moft minute Infedlsj thofc that 
fcemingly feed upon Duft, in reality feed only upon fome nutri-^ 
tive Particles therein. Ink(fl« have been feen through a Micro-^ 
fcope to eat fome Particles of Duft, and rejcdt many others, hav- 
ing accurate Organs of Sight, Smelling, and Feeling, as well ac- 
commodated to Duft, as the Organs of Ducks and Hogs are to 
find their Food in Dirt. 

And here it may be obferved, that what the Serpent does 
through a Neceflity from the Divine Sentence, the earthly Maa 
does from his own Will ; the Serpent only by the Will of ano-^ 
ther, Man cats it from his own Inclination to itj the Serpent 
would have better Food if it could, Man might have better and 
will not : This fhews that Man has' a mind to be Companion with 
the Serpent, and to carry on the Acquaintance, that was begun 
in Paradife^ the Seq)ent licks the Duft materially, the earthly 
Perfon licks it morally ; the one has its Tongue upon it, the other 
has his Heart. The earthly Man is only a Man in Shape, but a 
Serpent in Pradicc : What is the Punifhment of the Serpent,, is 
madt the Happinefs of the earthly Mind. 

Some Serpents are camivorouSy and feed on Flefti; others 
are verminivorouSy and feed on Reptiles : Their Suftenance is va- 
rious, fuited to their fcvcral Conftitutions, and Nature of the 
Climates, where they inhabit. Vipers and Adders feed on Heibs, 
Weeds, Dew, as well as upon Lizards, Mice, Frogs.— -When 

they 
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they take Food into their Mouths, they raife up their Bodies a 
littk, that they may fwallow their Prey with lefs difficulty. 

They fwallow thofc little Animals whole without chewing. 
In a Viper difledled by a certain Gentleman, he found three large 
Mice, intire, without any Change of their Form by hard Com- 
prefTure. Scorpions live chiefly upon Locufts, and other winged 
Infcifb. In Arabia J 'tis faid, they feed upon Balfam-yuices^ and 
fcem to delight much in the Shadow of that Tree *. 

It is remarkable, that Nature has provided young Vipers with 

E^ifonous Teeth grown to Perfeftion, commenfurate to their 
ulk, that fo they may immediately feed themfelves, by being 
able, in fome meafure, to kill their Prey as foon as they are born^ 
Some of thefe Anioials have temporary Parts, as^ the Lacerta 
Aquatica^ a little Water-Serpent, which, when young, has four 
ramified Fins, to poife and keep its Body upright,, (which gives 
it the Refemblance of a young Fi(h) and thefe fall oflf when the 
Legs are grown : So Frogs and Toads^ in thtix Tadpole- St at e^ have 
Tails, which fall off when their Legs are grown out -f-. Thefe 
pafs through various Tranfmigrations, before they arrive at their 
perfedl State.. 



SECTION V. 

AS Serpents differ in Kind, fo in Size ; the Length to whicH 
fome of them grow is moft furprizing: A certain Num* 
bcr is lent out with little Bodies ; others are of monftrous Bulk, 
and capable of making the ftrongeft Efforts againft all the At- 
tempts made to deftroy them j yea, are ftrong enough to contend 
with Elephants, the greatefl of Animals, and conquer them. e. gr. 
A TTIL lUS RE GUL US, the iJ^w^;? General in A/Hca; 
is faid to encounter a Serpent in that Country, of vafl'Srrength and 
Stature, near the River Bagrada, 120 Feet long, which he and 
his Army could not fubdue, without difchargine; all thtir Engines 
of War againft it i and, when conquered and flea'd, its Skin wa» 

con- 

^Conrad. Gefnef. p. 85. t Dtfh^'t fhjf. IbfoL B. IV. 
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conveyed to Rome in Triumph *• This is the more crediMe, 
fays P/rViy, becaufc, in Ifafy^ we fee other Serpents, called BotZy fo 
large that in the Reign of Claudius, there was one of them killed 
in the Vatican, within whofe Belly was found an Infant whole -f*. 

Among the Andes in America, are Serpents of prodigious Mag« 
nitude, from 25 to 30 Foot long X* ^^ ^^^ Province of Caria^ 
arc Serpents ten Yards long, and ten Hands broad, and their Eyes 
as large as two fmall Loaves. In BrafU, are found Serpents 30 
Foot long. In Grejham-College, London, is a Snake preferved ia 
Spirits, that is near two Yards long. 

I N Norway, we read of two Serpents of very large Proportion : 
One of two hundred Foot long, and lives in Rocks and defolate 
Mountains, near the Sea, about Bergen *y which in Summer- 
Nights ranges about in quefl of Plunder, devouring Lambs^ 
Calves, Swine, and other Animals, that fall in its way. In a 
calm Sea, it ranfacks the Superficies of the Water, and devours 
the Pofypus ( I. e. a little Fi(h of many Feet) and all forts of Sea- 
Crabs.— —Upon the Approach of a Ship, this Serpent lifts up 
its Head above Water, and (hatches at the Mariners. My Author 
adds^ that it rolls itfelf round about the Ship, the more efFedtu- 
ally to fecure its Prey || . The Rcprcfentation of this you have 
in C. Gefner^ 

The other Serpent is in the Dlocefs of Hammer, about fifty 
Cubits long, by Conjedure. In Bothnia, on the Livonian Sea, 
vrt read of monftrous Serpents, with which the Shepherds of that 
Country were in conftant War. Wonderful Things are reported 
of the large Serpents that infeft the Helvetian Mountains. From 
the Inftances above, 'tis evident that the Northern Climates breed 
Serpents as well as the South ; but with this Difference, that they 
are not fo venomous as thofe in Africa, tho' Olaus Magnus, Arch* 
biihop of Upfaly feems to except the Shrew-Serpent. Ibid. 

There are Marine,2LS well as Land- Dragons, of uncommon 
Bignefs : Some in Ethiopia of 30 Paces long, and in Phrygia ten 
Paces long. ' N. B. A geometrical Pace is five Foot 5 

but if it be, the lefTcr Pace only, viz. the Meafure of two Foot 

and 

• Pr Helium grarM e^ acre, eumque magna tot ins exercitus confli&ationey baUftrs 
atque eatafultis dim oppugnatum — Ejufyue inter fe&i longum corium pedes 120. ^*A 
Gei/ii IJoa. Att. Liber VI. Cap, iii. f ^^^- «'/• B. VIII. Cap. xiv. % De 

Lt Fe^a. K Qlaus Magn, B.ui. c. 27. p. 2}. Gefner ex Scaiig, 
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and a half, it muft be a monftrous Animal *. ■ *'» ^ ^ ti , In the 
Reign of Pbilade/pbus, two Live- Dragons were brought from 
Ethiopia to Alexandria y one 13, the other 14 Cubits Jong. In 
the Reign of King Euergetes^ they took three Dragons, one fevcn 
Cubits, the other nine Cubits long. The third was carefully 
nurfed in the Temple of Efculapius^ and no Creature fo highly 
reverenced f. 

O N the Pellonaon Hill in Cbius^ was a Drami whofe hideous 
Noife filled the Vicinity with Horror and Dread ; fo terrible, 
that none durft approach fo near as to take its Dimenfions. It 
happened, the Wildernefs wherein it lived, took fire in a Storm ; 
and being involved in Smoke and Fire, it periflied, and, upon 
viewing its Bones, 'twas^ concluded to be of a monfhrous Bulk« 
Ihid. 

The Ethiopian Dragms juft mentioned, have no proper Nam6,; 
and are only known by a Periphrafis, viz. Killers rf Elephants. 
The Method is, by winding themfelves about the Elephants Legs, 
and then thrufting their Heads up their Noftrils, fting them, and 
fuck their Blood till they are dead. 

ALEXANDER, in his Tour thro' the Red-Sea, fayi, 
he iaw Serpents of incredible Magnitude, fome about 30 Cubits 
long +. 

We read of monftrous Dragons, particularly two Draconic 
Monfters mentioned by Alexander's Ambafladors, feen by them 
in their Return from the Kingdom of Abifaris, one of 80 Cubits 
longa the other 140 (j. 

In Places adjacent to Batavia.z Dutch Sertlement in the£^- 
Indies, we read of Serpents 50 Feet long j and the Skin of one, 
which was 20 Feet long, that fwallowcd an Infant, is (hewn in 
Batavia, the Metropolis of the Dutch Empire in the Eajl-Indies. 
In America alfo are Serpents of prodigious Bulk, from 25 to 30 
Feet long 4 5 but this Subjcdt will be further con fidered in the 
Second Part of this Book. 

O N the other hand, there arc Serpents, as remarkably little ^9 
the Amphijbana, Gallic Viper, and lome of the Lizards^ that are 

not 

• Gefaety p. 44. + jElian. I i6. c ^9 p. 957. J JElian, lib. 17. 

cap. I. I StTMbo, de ficn orbi5> Ub> 1$. ^mm^Tc^^ Bifiri, tlias AH fit i ^egh. 
4 Atlai Acnericafli. 
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not above four or fix Inches long. Moft of thefc MinutiHos vary 
in outward Form. 

And here, I can't but obferve that as the Magnitude of fome 
other Animals is very wonderful, fo, on the contrary, the Mi- 
nutenefs of fome is equally aftonifhing, if not more fo : There arc 
fome very little Infedls that are confpicuous to the Eye, but more 
that are invifible without the Help of a Micro/cope^ which is an 
optical Instrument, that magnifies Objeds, and makes them big- 
ger than really they are ; it helps to difcover minute Particles, of 
which Bodies are compofed, and the curious Contexture of 
them. 

To thofe who are not ufed to a rigid mathematic Proofs this 
may be illuftrated by the Smallnefs of many organized Bodies. 
There is a Plant called Harts^Tongue^ ten thoufand Seeds of which 
hardly make the Bulk of a Pepper Corn. Now the Covers of the 
true Body of each Seed, the parenchymous and ligneous Parts of 
both ; the Fibres of thofe Parts, the Principles of thofe Fibres, and 
the homogeneous Particles or Atoms of each Principle, being mo- 
derately multiplied one by another, afford a hundred thoufand 
Millions. of formed Atoms in the fpace of a Pepper- Corn, fays the 
learned Dr. Grew *. 

The fame is yet more evident from the flupendous Smallnefs 
of fome Animals, efpecially in the Sperm of fmaller Infcdls ; 
which have been obferved by Mr. Lewenboeck^ to be fome Mil- 
lions of times fmaller than a great Sand. This learned Gentle- 
man has obferved more of them in the Spawn of a Cod-fifh, than 
there are People living on the Face of all the Earth at once -f-. 
N. B. It is the infinite Number of thefe little invifible Ani- 
mals that makes ftagnating Waters or Pools appear of fb 
many different Colours, as green, reddifh, brown, — accord- 
ing to the feveral Natures of thefe little Animals that live 
therein. 
Thus, among Men, we find big and little ; Giants and P^- 
mies : Whether that Difproportion be from meer natural CaujCs, 
or by Defignation of Providence, I determine not. It is very 
queflionable whether there be a particular Nation of Pygmies ; but 

no 

♦ Cofriol'iU Sacr^j B i. chap. 3. f Numerum snimahulcfum ex tmius sjpl& 
major is la^iihus provenientikm plus aecies fuperare homines in univerfi Serrarnm or it 
viventts.—<-Efi^ola ad Dom.N.GreWfp, i. 
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no doubt is made about the Exiftcnce of Dwarfs in many Places 
as well as Giants. Julian the Niece of AuguJiuSy had a Dwarf 
called CanopaSy that was about two Feet in height. Philippa 
French^ born at Milcomb in StaffordJIme^ aged about 36, being 
then married, wanted fomcthing of three Feet in height*. 

On the other hand, we are not without Inftances of Men, that 
were of a gigantick Stature^ after, as well as before the Deluge, 
as Goliab and the Sons of Anak. 

In the Days of Claudius the Emperor, Bliny tells us, that one 
called Gabara^ brdught out of Arabia j was nine Feet and nine 
Inches high : He tells us alio, of two others in the days of Augujius 
Cafar^ Iducio and Secundillay that were half a Foot taller than 
Gaiara 'f. Maximinus the Emperor, was eight Foot and a half 
in height But to come near home : 

WILLIAM EVANS born in Mmmouthjhire, and Porter 
to King Charles I. was two Yards and a half high. Walter Par^ 
fons^ Porter to King yames I. was about the fame height. " Some 
** fay, fVilliam Evans exceeded Walter Parfons two Inches in 
" height, but was far beneath him in proportion of Body. Tho* 
y^ he halted a little, and going out fqualling with his Feet, yet 
<^ made a (hift to dance in an Antimafque at Court, where he 
" drew Little Jeffrey ^ the Dwarf out of his Pocket, firft to the 
" Wonder, then to the Laughter of the Spectators %'' 



SECTION VI. 

TH E Apparatus in Serpents for their Motion is admirable. 
How curious the Structure of their Mufcles, and their 
Junction to every Point, whereby they are prepared for their dif- 
ferent Motions, and enabled to move according to their different 
Nature and Situation ! 

In thofe that go upon their Bellies, the Movement is very fin- 
gular, which is in a Form curvilineal, different winding of their 

D Bodies. 

• Dr. Thfs Natural Hiftory.— Ox/irrf \6. Nat. Hift. B. vii. cap. 16. 

t Fuller'/ Worthies of Engl. Monmoucnfliirc, p. 54. 
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Bodies. The Serpentine Line, among Mathematicians, is bar-- 
rowed frem the Foldings of a Serpent in its Motion. 

T H B Learned obferve, there is a great deal of geometrical 
Nicenefe in the finuous Motion of Snakes, Vipers, and other Ser- 
pents ', to ailift them in the right Management of it, the annalar 
Scales under their Bodies are very remarkable, lying crofs the Belly,, 
contrary to what thofe in the Back, and reft of the Syftem do ; 
which Contrivance facilitates their Motion^ 

This tortuous creeping Motion of the Reptile Species is very 
curious : The whole Body of a Worm is, as it were, but a Chain 
of annular or (piral Mufcles, whofc round Fibres, by contrading, 
make each Ring more ftrong. The Back- Bones of Serpents arc 
a wonderfol Compofition : How thick are they with Joints ? How 
numerous and ftrong are thefr co-operaling Mufcles? By this cir- 
rious Articulation of the JoiRt&,they can turn and wind their Bo- 
dies any way without any difficulty. 

The Outfide of their Skin is a moft elegant Compofition : to a 
common Eye, their Tegument has a rugged uneven Afpeft ; but^ 
to a proper Judge, the Scales of Vipers are found to be a moft cx- 
quifite Piece of Mechanifm j the Symmetry of the whole is gco-- 
metrically exadt, and vaftly beautiful; notimitable by human Skill'f 
Some of them are guarded by a Coverture not penetrable by a 
human Arm, which is their Security in a perilous Situation; yea, ^ 

a greater Security than many innocent Inhabitants of the Field 
are privileged with. Arriong Serpents, fome are cloathed as with 
a Coat of Mail, /. e. an Armature of ftrong Scales ; and fuch of 
them as want that cruftaceous Covering, have either a Sting in the 
Tail, or a Tooth in theMoulb, that bids dbte Aflailant keep off, 
and obferve his Diftance. 



SECTION VIL 

WHAT is P&ifon ? I anfwcr, that, generally fpeaking/tis- 
taken to be a malignant Quality in fome Vegetables, 
Minerals, and Animals j a fmall Qi^antity of which is hurtful^ 

and eHien mortal, &c. 

Thb 
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T h £ Learned in the Faculty tell us, Poifofis operite in varibtft 
manners ; fome by diffolving thfe Blood, others by coagulating it, 
and fome by corroding and deftroying the Solids. The Learned 
Sir Hans Sloane fays, ** Some attack equally all Pans, fome on^ 
** ly a particular one. Thus the Lepns Marinui is an Eti^ihy to 
«* the Lungs, Cantharides to the Bladder *.*' 

Some Vegetables again, which prove Poifoh to Man, fertre 
for Food to other Animals. Thus, fays that learned Gentleman^ 
Mandragora and Jufquiamnus that feed Hogs, kill Man. • 

HEMLOCK, that is hurtful to Man, is wholefome fW 
Goats ; yea, the Caffavi Plant poifons unprepared ; but prepared' 
is the very Bread of the Wejl-lndians^ particularly Jamaica ana 
the hotter Parts, with which they vidlual Ships. Ibid. Tea li 
faid to be polfonous before it is cured. 

This perhaps may ferve to obviate an Objedlion made ag;ainft 
the Ooodnefs of the Deity, in planting a Tree in Paradife that 
had fuch malignant Influences; becaufe, fuppofing that it had any 
Properties, which might tend to the Diflolution of the human 
Syftem, yet the fame Tree might be very falutary and aieful to 
other* Beings in the Creation. 

Having divided Poifon into ^ree Parts, I fhall, in the next 
Place, confider them diftindly. 

L THIS Contrivance of Divine Wifdom is fo univerfal, that 
we find, in the Vegetable Kingdom, fomething more than what is 
merely analogous to Poifon, both in Land and Water^Plants ; as 
the Napellus, Cafjivi, Nux Vomica, Aconite, Cicuta Aquatica^ 
Solanum Let hale, Aconitum Hyemale. Some Poifons are of si 
Narcotic Quality, as Poppy and Henbane — being taken in too 
great a Quantity, become poifonous. I Ihall only add fome In- 
ftances of Perfons killed by eating poifonous Plants, Roots, and 
Herbs. The Wife of W. Matthews, near Salop, who having 
gathered a quantity of Dog-Mercury, which (he took to bfc 
another Herb, boiled it for their Supper, w^ich very fenfibly af- 
fe<Sed the whole Family. One of the Children flept froni 
Thurfday Night till Monday Evening, then juft opened her Eyes, 
and died immediately. The other two Children flept about 24 
Hours, and, upon their awakening, fell a vomiting and purging, 

Da whfcb, 

♦ Ws Voyage. , 
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which, 'tis thought, favcd their Lives *. A certain Womao near 
Kilkenny in Ireland^ eating, by miftake, a Hemlock^Root among 
ParfnifSj was immediately feized with a Raving and Madnefs. 
Ibid. 

Eight youne Lads went a fifhing to a Brook near Clonmel 
in Ireland^ and there meeting with a great Parcel of Oenanthe 
jiquatica fucco virofo^ they miflook the Roots of it for Stum- 
jiquaticum Roots, and did eat heartily of them. About four or 
five hours after coming home, the eldeft of them^ on a fuddea, 
fell dowa backwards^ and ky kicking and fprawling on the 
Ground^ foaming at the Mouth 5 foon after, four more were 
feized the fame way, and they all died before Morning : not one 
of them having fpoken a word from the moment in which the 
venenate Particles furprifed the Genus nervofum -{-•. Of the other 
three, one ran fta^k-mad, but recovered; another had his Hair ^ 
and Nails fallen o£f ; the third alone eicaped : perhaps it might 
be owing to a (Irong Conftitution, and eating lefs of that fatal 
Root J or perhaps it might be attributed to his fpecdy running 
above two Miles home (after he faw one young Man fall) together 
with his drinking a very large Draught of warm Milk from the 
Cow„ in his midway, and a violent Sweating, which might ex- 
pel many of tbofe venenous Particles^ Ibid.. 

A N Experiment has been made upon a Dog, by giving him 
the Ntrx Vomicay which foon poifoned him. The Amerkan 
Phjifick Nut is faid to be fo poifonous, that no Animals make a 
near Approach to it. Wormwood in Perfia is fo venemous, that 
if Horfcs, or any other Creatures, eat thereof, they die imme- 
diately j upon which account, fay the Duke oi Holjtein'% Amhaf- 
iiidors, we durft not unbit that day J. The Indians have what 
they call Juico Juice among them, which deprives fuch as drink 
of it of their Reafon, and renders them perfedl Idiots; tho' at 
the fame time it leaves them in the pcrfcft Enjpyment of their 
Health and natural Powers. 

CHAR COALS prepared from Vegetables^ have a poifonous 
Quality ; for, when kindled, they exhale a Vapour, which, if it 
be kept up,, and confined to a clofe Place, proves fatal. 'Tis faid-. 
Charcoal made in Cornwal affords a manifeft arfenical and fulphu- 

rous, 

^ I^9^thorp\ Abridg. Vol. II. + Ibid, p. ^41. % Their Voyages and 

Travels co Mufiovj and Pfr/<», p. 228. A. D. i<Jj7. 
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rous Smell beyond others; and yet Charcoal is a commodious 
Fuel. 

Even when the fliarp Points of Nettles pierce the Flefli, they 
inftil a kind of venemous Juice into the Wound, which gives 
a painful Senfktion. The Leaf of a Nettle has fome relation to a 
Sting ; 'tis covered with very {harp Prickles, whofc Bafe, which 
is a Bladder of a flexible Subflance, has a Hole in the middle, by 
which this venemous Liquor runs into the wounded Part, and 
excites Pain. 

This may be eafily perceived with a Microfcope 5 if a Man 
prcfs with the Finger, the End of thofe Prickles againft its 
jBaJe : for then, thro' thefe Prickles which are tranfparent, this Li- 
quor is manifeilly feen to mount,, and to defcend, as the ingenious 
Mr. Hook aiTures us, he had often made the Experiment. 

In Carmania Deferta^ towards the Perjran Gulf, they have 
two forts of dangerous Shrubs, one called Gulbad-S amour ^ \. e. 
the Flower that poifons the Wind, where there are many of thefe 
Shrubs. The Wind that pafles thro' them, kills thofe who are 
near it. The other is Kerzebre^ the Gall oi Affes^ becaufe it kills 
thofe Creatures, and others that eat of it 5 yea, the Water that falls 
from it is poifonous. They fay, that Part of its Root which 
fpreads to the Eaft is Poifon : for which, that on the South-fidc 
is an Antidote *.■ N. B. Is not our Author miftaken ? 

for can any Poifon grow in the delicious Plains of the Eaft, con- 
fccrated to the Service of the Altar and Knee ? 

A N Overdoic of Opium,, which is the condenfed Juice of Pop- 
pies, is poifonous. The Turks take Opium^ which they call jif- 
jion^ without any Preparation, it being merely the Juice of black 
Poppy, dried in the Sun, without any Purincation. It is won-» 
dcrful, that Ufejkould make that Liquid which is Poifon to us^ a 
Cordial to thtm -jr. 

The Vapour arifing from vegetable Liquors during their Fer- 
mentation, ought not to be approached too near, becaufe it is poi- 
fonous : We have Accounts in the French and German TranJaC'^ 
tionSy of People who were immediately ftruck dead, by receiving ^ 

at the Nofc the Fumes that ifluedfrom large Veflels of Wine in 
the State of Fermentation :}:. 

" I 

♦ Taverniefy in Atl. Geo, p. 349, and 39^. f Wheeler's Voyages, p. 203. 
f Boerbaave, p. 120, ijo. 
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"I THINK, fays a learned Phyfician, that God made no Poi* 
fon, but all things in the World were made for the Ufe of Man ; 
their chiefeft Deleterium is either in the Quantity, or fomc 
other Circumftance, as in Lettice, Leeks, — whafe Integra are 
•* Aliments, the Juices mortiferous. Thofe things that are per- 
nicious, by their external Form, as beaten Glafs, Sponges, have 
not deferved the Brand of Poifon ; thofe that arc really lethife- 
rous, are but the Excrefcences of Sin, and came in with the 
Thorns. The Serpent was rather deftrudtive to the Soul than 
the Body." 

Among the Antients was a Plant that killed Mice with its 
bare Smell, according to Pliny : The Poets feign it to havefprung 
from the Foam of the Dog Cerberus^ when Hercules dragg'd him 
out of Hell. 

''^ T H E Aconite Plants alfo are extremely cauftic and acrimo- 
nious, in virtue whereof they have produced terrible Inflamma- 
tions, that end in Mortification. So great was the People's Dread 
of this Plant, for its venemous Quality, that they durft not touch 
it 5 and yet, 'tis faid, they made ufe of it againft the Sting of 
Scorpions, which is fuppofed to be deadned by the Touch of the 
Aconite, and reftored to its Vigour by that of Hellebore. 

N. B. The Root of this Plant is faid to cure all Difeafes pro- 
ceeding from Melancholy, as DifafFcdions from the Hypo- 
chondria, Herpes or cutaneous Inflammations. 
It is alio reported that Arrows dipped in the Juice of Aconite 
Plants, proved mortal wherever they wounded. 

II. The Globe we inhabit, abounds with Variety of Minerals, 
of a very mifcbievous Nature -, zsArfenic^ found in Copper-mines; 
Ortiment^ a Mineral found among Copper-mines, in Stones of 
different Bignefs, Colour and Figure. Thefe, and others of the 
fame venemous Nature, are lefs or more dangerous, according as 
their Salts receive a difierent Force from the metallic Particles. 

The Mineral Kingdom is very fubiedt to Damps, or noxious 
Steams, and often found in Mines, Pits, — and in Kinds various. 
There are alfo Exhalations, a fort of Fumes' iffuing from Body, 
and diflijfing thenrifelves in the Atmofphere. Some make diflfe- 
fcnce between Vapours and Exhalations : The Term Vapour, they 
fay, is appropriated to the moill: Fumes raifed from Water, and 

Exba- 
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Exhahtim^ to the dry ones emitted from folid Bodies, as Earth, 
Fire, Minerals, Sulphur. 

The nocuous Effluvia fent forth from them noay infeft the 
Air, and caule epidemical Diftcmpers, and even new EHfeafes. 
About Mines and deep Caverns, are frequently found copious Ex- 
halations ContinuaHy ftreaming out, which, in a moment, deftroy 
any Animal that comes within their reach ; fo much as the very 
Infedls themfelves not efcaping : Therefore thefe Places were by 
the Antients called Gehenna^ Averm\ —intimating thereby, (hat 
a Mineral Pit was Helly and that Subterraneous Exhalatiom were 
Streams from the Fiery Lake. 

ST R ABO takes notice of a Cave or Grotto in Natalia ^ from 
whence ifliie peftilential Vapours that infeft the Air : No fooner 
is any Animal put in, but it immediately dies. Bulls have beeH 
pu^ in, and fuddenly taken out dead. Sparrows that have been 
thrown in, dropt down dead inftantly. 

The I'urks fancy it to be haunfted by evil Spirits, becaufe thoft 
who had the Curiofity to enter it, have either died or fallen dc- 
fytX2Ltt\y ftck *. 

Mineral Poifons'are more or left dangerous, as their Salts 
receive a greater or lefs Force from the metallic Particles : And 
hence, as the moft virulent may be mitigated by breaking the 
Points of the faline Cryftals, the moft innocent Minerals may 
become corrofive, by combining them with Salts,^ as is feen in the 
Preparations of Silver, Antimony, Iron. 

Nothing more fatal than mineral Poifon, which often 
brings fwift Deftrufkion without remedy. To a large Dog, 
fays the Learned Dr. Mead, was given a Drachm of Mercury SiiB^ 
limate^ mixt with a little Bread, who, after violen^ Evacuations, 
died next Morning. The fame Gentleman obferves, that in ^r- 
Jenic is a very noxious quality : the faditious white is the moft 
violent of all the kinds, iuperior in force to Mercury Sublimate. 

These mortifetous Steams that flow from the Earthy arc 
called MephiteSy porfonous Damps \ and are very common in Coun- 
tries fruitful of Minerals and Mines : Damps happen in moft of 
the Hungarian-MtneSy not only in the diredl Paflages, where they 
walk on horizontally, but alfo in the perpendicular Defcents. 
Now, to guard themfelvcs againft the fatal Effedts of thefe Ex- 
halations^ 

• Strabo Geografb, 

5 



24 A NATURAL HISTORY 

halations, they fomtimes clear their way by Fire and the Bellows, 
but generally by long Tubes or Pipes, reaching from top to bct- 
tom, thro' which they let the Air in and out ; and by this Cir- 
culation of the Air, they carry on their Work for fomc time 
without Danger. 

CREMNITS in Hungary (a faiall Town, reckoned the 
chief of the Berg, or Mine-Towns)* is famous for its Gold-Mine 
which has been work'd on 900 Years, where the Workmen fome* 
times are troubled with pernicious Damps, and many are kiird 
by them j and fo it happens in the Mines at Scbemnits^ the faireft 
of the feven Mine-Towns*. 

Among the Minerals known to us, there ar€ many more 
noxious than wholcfome; and the Power of the former to domiA 
chief, is more efficacious than the Power of the latter to do good; 
which is evident from the little Benefit the Miner's Health re- 
ceives from any mineral Effluvia, compar'd with the great and 
fudden Damps, that are often caufed by the Expirations of Or- 
pimento Sandarac^ and white Arfenic^ which is a deadly Poifon, 
and moft fatal of the whole Tribe of Foffils. Hence the Refiners 
dread nothing fo ranch as Arfenic in their Metals ; for its Fumes 
taken into the Lungs kill inftantly, and the oftner 'tis fublim'd, 
the ranker it grows -f*. 

ME R CURT is extremely volatile, being convertible into 
Fumes, even by a Sand-heat, Thofc who praftife the Art of 
Guilding, are but too well acquainted with thefe mercurial Fumes, 
•which frequently render them epileptic and paralytic, and fome- 
times throw thena into a Salivation. This kind of Poifon is found 
in Friulij a Province in Italy ^ belonging to the Emperor, and alfb 
in Spain ^ Hungary , &c. 

The mifeiable People condemned, or hired to work in thefe 
JMines, all die in a little time : they are io affedted with thofe vc- 
nemous Fnmes, that from Tremors they proceed to falivate, then 
their Teeth drop. — One of them who had been there fix Years, 
was fo full of Mercury^ that holding a Piece of Gold in his Mouth 
A little while, it became of a Silver Colour, and when taken out, it 
was found heavier than before, ibid. p. 74. 

COPPER is another poilbnous Mineral, difficult of Fufion, and 
when fufcd, it* a fingle Drop of Water do but fall upon it j or any 

Veffcl 

* ^(J. Geograph.p. 1^4.0,— I,— 2,— 3. f Boerhaave'sTbtoryofChemipry. 
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Veffcl it be caft in, be ever fo little moift, it flies into innumerable 
Fragments, with incredible Noife, and deftroys all the Perfons 
near it. Hid. 

TIN, the lighteft of all Metals, when urged by an eafy Fire, 
it fliines exceedingly ; but this Splendor is fucceeded by a fulphu- 
rous Steam, very deftru<ftive to the Lungs, and throws the Body 
into a Confumption. iiiJ. 

A T Mendip in Somerfetjhire^ thofe who are imploy'd in melt- 
ing Lead-ore^ if they work in the Smoke, are fubjed: to killing 
Difcafcs. There is a Flight (or Steam) in the Smoke, which fall- 
ing on the Grafs, poifons the Cattle that eat it. Thofe who live 
very near where Lead- ore is wafli'd, can't keep either Dog or 
Cat, or any fort of Fowl, but they all die in a fhort time*. 

Such are the mefbitical Exhalations in a little Cavern in ltah\ 
caird Bacca Vtnofa, the poifonous Mouth, not far from Naples, 
but more generally known by Grotto de Cam, the Dogs Cave ; 
bccaufe the Experiment of its poifonous Nature is frequently made 
upon Dogs 5 tho' it be as fatal to any other Creatures that come 
within the Reach of its venemous Fumes. This wonderful Cave 
is ({jtuated at the Bottom of ^ Hill) in Dimenfion, about eight 
Foot high, twelve long, and fix broad. 

From the Ground within it, arifes a thin ivamt Fume (vifi- 
b!e to the Eye) which is one continued Steam covering the 
whole Surface of the Bottom of the Cave ; it does not difperfe 
itfelf into the Air like Smoke, but quickly after its Rife, falls 
back again into the Earth. The Fumes rife about a Foot high 
and never higher, and hurt no Creature whofe Head is above that 
height ; but when a little Dog, or the Head of any other Crea- 
ture is forcibly held in the Steam, it falls down as dead, the 
Limbs convulsed, and trembling j and if left there a little while, 
it dies, but if taken out foon, and laid in the open Air, comes to 
Life again, and fooner, if thrown into the adjacent Lake. 

CHARLES the Great, King of France, and Emperor of 
the JVeJi (a Title of Honouv^Gal/ick Monarcbs have had in full J^U^ 

view for fome time) made the Experiment upon an Afs, whofe 
Head was held in the Fume, and was foon deftroy'd. Two Skives 
put in with their Heads kept down to the Earth, were both fo6n 

E kiUU 

♦ L^iKthoffsAbr. voLii. p. 57<J. 






cc 
cc 



cc 

u 
u 



€< 
CC 

cc 



$6 A NATURAL HISTORY 

kiird. To this, I (hall add fome Experiments made by the ia^ 
genious Mr. Addifw^ who lays——* 

A D o G tnat has his Nofc held in the Vapour (within the 
Give) lofes all the Signs of Life in a very little time/' Then 
he obierves, how long a £>og was expiring the firft time^ and af- 
ter his Recovery, and found no fenfiWe Dificrence. " A Vif^r 
put in, adds he, bore it nine Minutes the firft time we put it 
m, and ten the fecond. When we brought it out after the fu-ft 
Trial, it took fuch a vaft quantity of Air into its Lungs, that 
it fweird almoft twice as big as before, and it was perl^ps, on^ 
" this Stock of Air, that it lived a Minute longer. 

" A Torch, Snuff and all, goes out in a moment, when dipt in- 
to the Vapours or Steams of that Cave— -A Piftol can't nrcin 
it. I fplit a Reed,, and kid in the Channel of it a Train of. 
Gun-powder, fo that one end of the Reed was above the Va- 
" pour,, and the other at the bottom of it ; and I found, tho' the- 
'' Steam was ftrong enough to hinder a Piftol from taking Hre in 
" it — that it could not intercept the Train of Fire, when il once 
^ begun flafhing, nor prevent it from running to the very end.-^Fire 
*^ will live in it no longer than in Water, becaufe it wraps itfdf- 
" in the &me nnanner about the Flame, and by its Continuity 
" hinders any quantity of Air, or Nitre from coming to its- 
" fiiccour *." 

Nor are our Mines in Great Britmn altogetl^r free from- 
thefe fatal Damps, that have turn'd Coal-pits into Graves. In a> 
Goal-pit belonging to Lord Sinclair in Scotland^ fcven or eight 
Men intending to work in a Piaoe where they had been the Day 
before, but ftepping^ a little further, they all fell down dead, as 
if they had been (hot. The Wife of one of them, venturing to 
ice her Hu(hand, fell down dead as foon as (he came near the 
Corps -f-. 

IIL We come now to the fenfible Region, where animal Poi- 
fons reign ; that is, Poifon drawn from Animals, as the Viper, Alp^,. 
Scorpion, Lepus Marinus : and here we are to encounter with an . 
Army of Serpents, and their formidable Train. 

When we fpeak of the Poifon of Serpents, we muft not fup^ 
ixyfe it diffufed tliro' the whole Body, as fome have imagined. 

Mkqy. 

^ WsWfnrkfi vol. Hi. p. 8, 97. f h^vJthorf 9 Abridgments vol ii. p 37J. 
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Many Errors tbottt the particular Situation of it, hate been hap- 
pily removed by the Learned Dr. Redi^ and Dr. Meady who ob- 
ferves the Viper has always been fo notorious for its Poifoni that 
the mofl: remote Antiquity, made it an Emblem of what is hurt- 
ful and de(lru£tive, but were not agreed from whence the Poifon 
proceeded, whether from the Saliva^ the I'eetb^ the Gall^ &c. 
which leads me to a Paflage in the noble Italian^ who fa3rs : 

T H A T as a certain Learned Society in Itafy were debating 

this Point) one Jacobus Sozau {audiendi gratid) who was allowed to 
be preient, ftationed himfelf in a corner of the Place^ and hear^^ 
ing fome of them affirm that the Poifon was in the Gall-bladder, 
fell a fmiling ; and being afk'd the Reafon, he anfwer'd, that 
the Serpent's Gall was an innocent Part: Whereupon, in their 
Prefencc, he drank a Glafs of Wine, mixt with the Gall of a 
Viper y without any ill EfFcft. 

O N B of the Company faid, he came thither with his Body 
prepared by Alexipharmicks. He, to convince them of the con* 
trary, try'd the Experiment upon Dogs, and other Animals, by 
giving them the Gall of Vipers to drink in abundance, without 
any Danger enfuing '^. 

I N the Debate about the Seat of the Poifon, the famous Ita^ 
lian maintains, that all the Venom of a Serpent confifts in a yellfm 
Liquor contained in a Bladder, at the bottom of its Tooth, which 
Liquor, upon its biting, by the PrefTure of the Bladder, is forced 
thro' a Tube within the Tooth, into the Wound, and thence en- 
fue direful EiFeAs. This Hypothefis he fupporta by a good nuni- 
ber of Experiments upon various Animals, whicli were bit by a 
Viper, after thoie venemous Bags were taken out^ without any 
Signs of Poifon, or any ill Confequence at all -f*. 

Another celebrated Pbyjician nKiintains, that this yellow 
Liquid is not poifonous, that he had given it to Pigeons as Food, 
without their being at all diforder'd thereby.— —That the Viper's 
Bite, he bad always f3und mortal to Animals, even after the ve- 
nemous Bag was taken out, as well as before.— That therefore 
the Poifon muft lie in the irritated Spirits of the Viper ^ which h 
exhales in the Ardor of its biting, and which are fo cold that 
they curdle the Blood, and flop the Circulation X^ 

E2 Both 

* Xftfi mUIhjOfftim Esfitim. in Hes Nafitrshsy pag. 163, i6^y 1(5. 
t Siigwht Ridi. % J^f^fr Cbarras. \ : . ■ 
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Both thefe are ingenious Men ; their Syftems arc oppofite, 
yet both maintained by weil-attefted Experiments. The Publick, 
xiowever, give into the Sentiments of Seignior Redi^ as anfwering 
the beft to the Mechanifm of the Parts. 

Seignior Vigani has in fome meafiire reconciled thefe two 
Learned Combatants, who aliedges, that the yellow Liquor where- 
with Dr. Redi kill'd Pullets, (3c. after the Death of the Viper, 
was either faturated with the Spirits of the enraged Viper, by 
whipping it before, or elfe (as *tis probable) in the hot and dry 
Climates of Italyj thofe Creatures are more venemous than ia 
colder Countries. 

This Poifon of Vipers feems to lie in their hollow TeetK, 
becaufe the Mountebanks of old, to impofe on the People, ufed 
to flop thofe Cavities, or hollow Places in the Teeth, with fome 
kind cf Pajie^ before they fufFered the Vipers to bite them in fight 
of Spedlators; which was commonly done, and fucceeded ac- 
cording to their Wi(h; — and fometimes, with a Needle fcratch'd 
the Gums, and prefs'd out the Poifon *. Pliny fays, they have 
but one venemous Tooth. 

D R. Meady having given the various Symptoms attending vene- 
mous Wounds, proceeds to the Remedies; and in particular, 
mentions the volatile Salt of Vipers^ as alone fufficient to do the 
Work, if given in due time, in proper quantities, and duly re- 
peated -f-. 

Mr. Robert Burdet^ an EngliJIo Merchant at Aleppo (in Turkijb 
Afia) was bit by a Serpent about ten in the Morning, and died a- 
bout three in the Afternoon. The People of that Country fay, 
the only Cure in that Cafe, is immediately to fuck the Wound; 
but they muft rub firft their Gums and Teeth with Oil, that none 
of the Poifon may touch any place where the Skin is broken, 
and fpit out immediately what they fuck ||. 

The Learned Batavian obferves, as a prefent and efFeftual 
Remedy in the Cafe of the Bite of a mad Dog, or other venemous 
Animal, immediately to burn the affedled Part with a hot Iron, 
or rather thrufl: deep into the Wound 5 for by this means, the 
Juices about the Part being coagulated, and an Efcar produced, 
all Communication of the Poifon to any other Veflels is ftopt, 

and 

* Lowthwp's AiriJg, volii. p. Sij. + Mechanicsl AccomfS. H Liv)tb$rf% 
Jihi4i^. vol. ii. p. 8x4. 
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and thus the Cure may be eafily efFeded. Not that the hot Iron 
draws out the Poifon, as is vulgarly imagined, but renders thd 
Parts incapable of being penetrated, or afFcdled thereby*. 

B u T to come nearer home, and to a cheap and cafy Antiddtc 
againfl the Terpentine and canine Venom, by a certain Experiment 
lately made in England^ which was thus, viz. 

....One William Oliver^ and his Wife from Bath^ who follow 
the Bufmefs of catching and felling Vipers, offered themfelvcs— » 
to be bit by any Viper, that fhould be procured, trufting to tho 
Virtue of a certain Remedy they had found out by chance in try- 
ing things, when the Woman was once accidentally bitten. 
The ufual known Medicine, even the Oil of Vipers^ having no 
Eflfedt in affuaging her Pains, they had recourfe to the common 
Oil of OiiveSy which proved an efFedlual Remedy. The Circum^ 
ftances of the Cafe were— — 

On the firft of Junfy ^1735. in the Prefence of a great num* 
ber of Perfons, the iaid William OliiJer was bit by an old black 
Viper, or Adder, (brought by one of the Company) upon the 
Wrift, and Joint of the Thumb of the Right-Hand, fa that Drops 
of Blood came out of the Wounds : He immediately felt a violent 
Pain, both at the top of his Thumb, and up his Arm, >even be* 
fore the Viper was loofen'd from his Hand : Soon after he felt a 
Pain refembling that of Burning, trickle up his Arm 5 in a few 
Minutes, his Eyes began to look red and fiery, and to water ^ 
much. 

In lefs than half an Hour, he perceived the Venom feizehis 
Heart, with a prickling Pain, which was attended with Faintneis^ , 
Shortnefs of Breath, cold Sweats : In a few Minutes after this, 
his Belly began to fwell, with great Gripings, and Pains in hisT 
Back, which were attended with violent Vomitings, and Purg-- 
ings. 

During the Violence of thefe Symptoms, his Sight was 
gone for feveral Minutes ; but he could hear all the while : He 
laid, that in his former Experiments, he had never defer'd making 
ufc of his Remedy longer than he perceived the EfFeds of the Ve* 
nom reaching his Heart; but this time, being wiUing to £itisfy 
the Company throughly, and trufting to the fpeedy EffeSls of the 
Oil^ which had never fail'd him, he forbore to apply anything 

':^ till: 

♦ Boirhaavtih new Method of Chemifiryy parciii. fr^r?/ 104. p..ai3. 
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till he found himfelf exceeding ill, and quite giddy. About an 
Hour and Quarter after the firft of his being bit, a Chafing-diih 
of glowing Charcoals was brought in, and his naked Arm was 
held over it as near as he could bear it, while his Wife rubb'd in 
with her Hand the Sallad Oil^ turning his Arm continually rounds 
as if (he wou'd have roailed it over the Coals. 

H E faid the Pain foon abated, but the Swelling did not dimini{h 
much ; mod violent Purgings and Vomitings foon enfued, and hli 
Pulfe became fo low and fo often interrupted, that it was thought 
proper to order him a Repetition of Cordial Potions. He faid he 
was not fenfiUe of any great Relief from thefe, but that a Glais 
or two of Olive Oil drank down feemed to give him Eafe : Con- 
tinuing in this dangerous Condition, he was put to Bed, where 
his Arm was again bath'd over a Pan of Charcoal, and rubb'd 
with Sallad Oil heated in a Ladle over the Charcoal, by Dr. 
Mortimir'% Direftion— •Whereupon he declared he found imme- 
diate Eafe, as tho' by fome Charm-~--then fell into a profound 
Sleepi and after about nine Hours found Reft, awak'd, about fix 
the next Morning, and found himfelf very well ; but in the 
Afternoon, on drinking fome Rum and ftrong Beer, io as to be 
almoft fuddled^ the Swelling returned with much Pain and cold 
Sweats) which abated foon on bathing the Arm as before, and 
wrapping it up in a brown Paper foaked in the Oil. 

Th B learned Dr. Mortimer^ relates the Saccefs of this fimple 
Medicine, tried afterwards on other Animals, who were purpofe- 
ly bitten, both by the fame, and by frefh Vipers, to experience 
the £fiiaicy of it *. 

I N the Sequel, he has occafion to mention a Remedy for the 
Bite of a mad Dog, under the Title of Dampiers Powder^ the 
Compofition of which is, viz. Jljh-cohur Groundivort and black 
Pepper. It was firft publifhed by Sir Hans Sloane^ in Numb. 237 
citbe Tranfa£lions^ A. D. 1720, under the NameofP«A;/> Antt^ 
lyjfus\ where the Manner of giving it, not only to Men, but to 
Dogs and Cattle, is accurately fet down. The DoSor fays, the 
Lichen Cinereus Terre/lris is accounted exceedingly efficacious in 
curing Dogs bitten by mad Dogs j then adds, viz. 

* Dr. Cromtiiel Mortin/er R. S. Sccr. his mmrr ativi xtliiiag to the Viper* 
catchers. 

That 
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That King James^ when Duke of Tork^ caufed this 
Cinereus Terrejiris to be given to a whole Kennel of Dogs bit by 
a mad one, which were ail cured, except one of them, to whom 
hone of it was given ♦. 

I N Norway y and on a great Mofs near Warrington^ arc many 
Serpents ; and their Wounds are cured by Venice- ireacle. 

1 N Africa^ they have an odd Way of curing Perfons hurt by 
Poifon ; they rub the Venom of Snakes with their own Spittle, be- 
tween two Stones, and having mixed them well, they fcratch 
upon the Wings of the Stomach, and to the Part fo feratch'd, 
which is bloody, they apply a fmall Part of the Mixture ; the reft 

they take inwardly. ^This never fails to expel the Poifon in the 

Wound, or in any other Part affeded with it: In about a Month's 
time a perfect Cure is made ; in order to which, when they 
judge the Poifon is expell'd, they cleanfe the Wound, and apply 
to it the Leaves of Bucbu^ Dacba^ and other faluti/erous Herbs: 
But they fay, the leaft Ncglcdl of fuch a Wound (be it by a poi- 
fonous Arrow, or any other way) is dangerous -f. 

S N A K E-w o o D is vcry common in the Ifland of Ceylon^ (fiip- 
pos'd to be the TCaprobane of Ptolemy):vfh\c\i is much efteem'd by 
the EaJi'Indians^ who, with the Powder of it taken in Water or 
Wine, cure many Diftempers, and among others, the Stings of 
Serpents, which abound in that Country. 

Their Naturalifts fay, the Virtue of it was firft difcovered 
by a fmall Creature, like our Ferrets, which when ftung by Ser- 
pents, runs and eats of the Snake- wood, and is cur'd. 

Father Regnault^ fpcaking of Poifons, mentions ieveral 
Methods of Cure, aslncifions. Ligatures, Caufticks, Vomits, Oili 
of Olive, Baths, Treacle, Juice of Citron. 

B y a Ligature, which hinders the Poifon from fpreading.. 

By Caufticks, or a red-hot Iron brought within a certain Di- 
ftance of the Wound ; bccaufe Heat attenuates the Poifon by its 
Adion, and diflipates it. 

This Effcdt of Poifon has fome Analogy with that which 
happens upon fyringing (thro' Guriofity) fome acid Liquor into 

the 

* Flilofophical Tranfa£f. Numb. 443, fotOff. ij^C. 
\ Peter Kolhen*s prcfcnt State of the Cape of Gocd Hope^ and of the Hf^.'^enun, 
writ in Bigh-Qirmany and tranflited by Mr. Gukt^ Medley^ p. 304.'— y. 



32 A NATURAL HISTORY 

the Veins of a living Dog, or other Creature ; for in a (hort time 
he falls into Convulfions, and dies. A Decodtion of white Uel^ 
lebore injedted into the jugular Vein of a Dog, as foon as it enter'd 
the Heart, kill'd as fuddenly as if (hot thro' the Heart with a 
Bullet. On January 4, 1679. a Dram and half of Spirit of .Salt^ 
diluted in an Ounce and half of Water, and injedled into the ju- 
gular Vein of a Dog, kill'd him immediately. We kill'd a Dog 
almoft in a Moment by injeifting into his jugular Vein an Ounce 
oi Spirit of Wine ^ in which was diflblved a Drachm ofCamphire : 
The fame Day wc injed:ed warm into the crural Vein of a Cat, 
50 Grains of O^/V/fw, diflblved in an Ounce of Water, which was 
loon feized with convuliive Motions^ and died within a Quarter 
of an Hour. We injedtedan Ounce of Oil of Olives into the jugu*- 
lar Vein of a Dog, which fuffocated him .the fame Moment. 
N. B. In all that were fuffocated by Oil, we found their 
Lungs fill'd with a very thick Froth *. 

Th E Rcmarkables here are, 

I. That a f ma II Portion of this venemous Liquid pould in fojl^rt 
a time dofuch terrible Executions: That it fhould fofoon infedt fo 
great a Quantity of Fluid, as the whole Mafs of Blood in the wound- 
ed Animal. A very learned Phyfician accounts for it thus, viz. 

^' That in the Drop of Poifon are pungent Salts, by which 
^' little Bladders in the Blood are prickt, and the elaflick Matter 
** in them being let out, carries thofe acute Salts thro' the whole 
** Region of Fluids j upon which follows a Coagulation -j-. 

AjLL venemous Creatures hurt, hy inflilling a liquid Poifon 
into the Wound, fuppofe the Wound to be given by the Tooth or 
Tail. The aforefaid ingenious Phyfician fays, viz. *' This ve- 
** nemous Juice it felf is of fo inconfiderable a ^antity^ that it is 
" no more than one good Drop that does the Execution'* In or- 
der, adds he, to examine the Texture of the Liquor., I enrag'd a 
Serpent till it bit upon fomething folid, foas to void its Poifon 3 
.whofe Parts! view'd with a MicrofCope as nicely as I could. 

*' U p o N the firfl Sight, I could difcover nothing but a Parcel 
*' of fmall Salts nimbly floating in the Liquor, which foon fhot 
** out, as it were, into Cryftals of incredible Tenuity and Sharp- 

** nefs, 

• Mr. Benj, MQtte\ Philofophical Tranfafl. abrid. Vol. i. Fa'C ii. p. 220, 22j, 
where you may find many Inftanccs of the fame Nature. + Dr. Mead'z Mechanical 
A ccounc. 
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nefs, with fomething like Knots here and there, from which 
they fcemed to proceed ; fo that thJI^boIe Texture in a man- 
ner reprefented a Spider's Web, tho' infinitely finer, and more 
minute ; and yet withal fo rigid were thefe pellucid Spicula or 
** Darts, that they remained unalter'd upon my Glafs for feveral 
*' Months ♦. ■—— N. B. Thefe laline Particles appeared to be 
Acids. 

Most furprifing this ! to fee an Army of Fleih and Blood, 
tremble and h\\ before a fingle Atom of Matter I to fee the Cr- 
dars of Lebanon demolidi'd by the fingle Stroke of a contemptible 
Worm. So in the Moral World. Even in the Paradifaical State, 
how malignant the Poifon of forbidden Fruit that fpread Mortality 
over the whole human Race, and will afiFedt Millions ; dreadful 
Effedls of once eating forbidden Fruit 1 What a World of Evils 
flows from one Difeafe or Diforder in the human Nature I // was 
by onefalfe Step the unquenchable Fire wasjirfi kindled. 

II. THAT Poifon is notfo dangerotg^ if it does not mix with the 
Blood. Even that venemous Liquid may be tafted, yea, and 
fwallow'd without mortal EfFefts, fay fome of the Learned. Hence 
it is, wounded Perfons have been direfted to get the Venom im« 
mediately fuck'd out, which has been pra£tis'd without ill Confe- 
quences to the Sucker. 

For this Method of curing venemous Wounds by Suction, 
Avicennay an old Arabian Philofophcr and Phy fician, is quoted 5 
who fays, that thofe who fuck out the Poifon are in no danger, 
fo their Teeth be found and perfed, and their Mouths be free 
from all Ulcers. At Rome was an Order of Servants, whofe Ofiice 
was to fuck venemous Wounds, which they did with Safety and 
Applaufe %. 

** Man Y acid Subjlances tak^n into the Stomach, are, by III 
•* Adlion turned into Alcalious j fo there is no queflion but thefe 
" faline "Spicula arc, partly by the mufcular M9tion of the Fibres, 
" partly by the falival Juice, all broken and difTolved ; or if any 
'' efcape into the Inteflines, the Balfam of the Bile will be an 
" Antidote for ihcm. p. 14." 

F Crea- 

• ItlJ, p. 5—5. t Sr. Redi, p. 185. 
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CaiBATURES reputed yeoemou-v ^^^ inckcd no Poifon^ 
when fwallowed, riio' th^ljpay prove fb when put into Wouods. 

The Venom tliat falls, upon the Skin, is not fo. mifchlevoue 
as that which enters into the Stomach, oc is communicated by^ 
a Wound.. *' Yea,, the Venom of a Viper, in Ltfclf, is not mor- 
^^ tal to a robuft and ftrong Body ; and the' very unhappy and 
" mifchievous Accidents attend it, as Convullions, Vomituigs^ 
•* &c/' yet in eight or ten Days at moft, thcfe are over ; tho* the 
Patient may be very ill, yet be recovers, while the Poifon hav- 
ing run thro' divers Parts of the Body, at laft always throws itielT 
into the Scratum^ and is difcharged by a great Qu^mtity of Urine r 
This Evacuation being the ordinary and nxoft certain Crifis of the 
Pifeafe ♦. 

The Water — which amphibious Serpents frequent, receiver 
BO venemous Tindlure from them. When Marcus Catocom^ 
manded in Africa (the Element of poifoaous Animals) he had in his 
Army a Number of thofe Natives called PJyUi and Marji^ the fup* 
pofed Averfion of Serpents, and who fuck'd the Wounds of thofe 
Burt by them. It is laid, tfiefe Tjylliam inchanted Serpents, who 
fled at the fight of them,^ as if their Bodies exhaled fome corpus- 
cular Effluviums that were moft ofieniive to Serpents, and put 
them into fuch pain that made them mn.. To thefe^ the Gene* 
ral added another Set of Perfons,, famous for curing the wounded 
by other Methods ; and all little enough, Serpents being the Lords.. 
Mf the Country through which they wereto-pafs -f. 

The Author of the Dcfcription of Cato*l marching the Re- 
mains of P'ompeyh Army through the Lybian Deferts^ obferve^ 
how the Army being almoft choak\i with Thirft, and coming to 
a^ Brook full of Serpents, durft not drink for fear of being poi-*- 
ibned^ till convinced by their Superiors, that their being m the 
Water^ did by no means infei5i it : Upon which they refire(hed 
themfelves with Water from the Serpentine River J. 

A D i^ to this^ the Example of Queen Cleopatra ^ who, to pre- 
Kot her being carried to Rome in Triumph, 'tis i&id^ poifoned 
heriislf^ by holding a Serpent to her own Breaft^ Galen mention^ 

ing 

♦^ Pbllofoph. Tranfaftions abridged by Lovithorty Vol. 11. p. 814. l^oxls Sef" 
fiMtum eft admijfo fai^uine-pMfth. Lucani Pharulia. Amftelod. Edit. p. ^66^ 
' f Auli GtWi Noeies Atth^^ lib. \6, c. 1 1. p. idi. Her$d9t. lib. 4. PhiarttiB CaSa^^ 



fog this Story, relates, from Authors, that (hp killed; hcrfelf^ by; 
pouring the Poifon of an Afp into a Wound. n)a4e in her Arm^ 
by hcf own Tfee^h 5 asif ondel-ebnYiftiofi, that the Piwfon would 
not efFtftually anfwer the End^ without touching lh«^xxl. Bid. 
Of which more in the Second Part of this Difcourfe. 

in. In Serpents is an inexhau/Hbh Store of P^ifin. If th*y dif- 
charge all their Artillery to-day j their Arfenal WiH ^^^^ ^^ ^ 
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ij irue, by a lj»c<fy repeated Enrttfll<)<) of PblfS/i it 
one tirtife, the Vipfet lofes its f6rce, probably b^ a Dimih^tloti iii 
Quantity; but is recruited in a fliort fpace, 'fhtis, oiieVif^e^ 
cannot poifon fix Creatures, ont imlnediatefy after another; the 
Truth of which is confirmed by unconlcftable FaiftS. " '' ■■■ ' ^•'Atf 
Experirtiettt was made by Dr. Areskine^ when he W4s at Paris.-^ 
Having got a krge female Viper, he made it bite fix I^igeons, otte 
immediately after aniother. The fitk arnd fecohd that Were bl^f 
died within half an Hour ; one a little before the other j thfe third 
lived about two Hours ; the fourth feem'd to be very fick for a 
while, but recovered ; the fifth and fixth that were bitten, were 
no more hurt than if pricked with a Pin. Ibid. 

The learned ttaiian^ Signior Kedi^ fays, that havings at thii 
Entrance of Winter, a Scorpion fent him to Rome from Tunis itk 
Africa^ he irritated it to fting Pigeons and PuUets^ without any 
bad Effedls ; but upon the Approach of warmWeather, after eight 
Months failing it was provoked to fting two Pigeons fucceflivelyj^ 
which foon died s but the third and fourth received no htitt frbmt* 
its Wound. 

The Author of the Natural Hijhry of Carolina^ fbcakihg o^ 
the Ratth'SrtakeSy fays, they can't renew their Poifott aS oft 
as they will i for he* had feen a Perfon bit by one of them^ whtt 
n^ve'f rightly recovered ^ and very hardly efcaped with Life ; and 
another Perfon immediately after being bit by the fame Sn^ke, re^ 
ceived no more Hurt than if bit by a Rat. p. 129.* 

N. Bl Poifon in dififetent Countries, is more or lefs dangerous 
according as it is exalted arid heighten'd by various Degrees 
of Heat; foi? by Incrdafe of Heat, that venemous Quality is 
iricreaftd. 

*^Ne*/ColliiSi(« of Voyjgte?, pffntiJdX. D. 17x1. 

F2 Objec*^ 
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Obje ction. 
H(m is it confijhnt with Divine Goodnefs to create fuch venemous 
Animals^ that arefo dangerous and defiruSUve to their FeUow^Crea- 
tares? I anfwcr, 

L THAT as the Power of God Jhines in the Formation of all 
Creatures ^fo does his Goodnefs in their natural F erf eSt ions ^ which is 
the Goodnefs of their Being. Every Creature is good, and if any 
Branch of the Creation behurtful to another, 'tis the Efieft of moral 
Evil, and not any ncceffary Confequence arifing from their Creation. 

This noxious Quality in Serpents, is God's Creature, and muft 
anfwer fome valuable Purpofe, tho' concealed from an Eye blinded 
by the Venom of Sin. Nor muft we forget that they feldom hurt 
their Fellow-Creatures, but when they are provok'd ; and when 
they hurt, they prefent us with a healing Remedy, that is, the 
volatile Salt of Vipers, which j if rubbed into the Wound, has been 
generally applied with Succefs. 

II. THE IR poifonous Liquid mujl fime way be beneficial to 
themfelves. We are not told what their original Food was ; but 
now they live by Plunder, and by their Venom they are enabled 
to make fure of their Prey, wnich otherwife might escape, or 
grow too ftrong for them, and fo they might ftarve for want of 
proper Means to fupport Life ; and what they take by their vene- 
mous Fangs and Stings, is good Nourishment. 

Their Poifon alfo, is to them as a Life-Guard. Were there 
not fomething terrible in their Weapons of War, every one 
would trample upon them. Add to this, that perhaps their Con- 
flitution may be fo modify'd and framed, that this venemous Li- 
quid may be as ufeful to digeft their Food, as our Saliva is to us 
in that refpeA. 

IIL SERPENTS, tho* venemous^ are of fpecial UJe to 
Mankind, as they are Part of the Materia Medica, and bear a 
great Share in fome of the befi Antidotes, or Remedies againfi Poifon., 
Vipers make a conuderable Article in Medicine ; their Flefli, ci- 
ther roafted or boiled, the Phyficians unanimoufly prefcribe as an 
excellent Reftorative^ particularly in Confumptions^ Leprofy.— — -<• 

The 
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T H B Imied Dr. Mtad tecommtnds the Broth or JtU/ of VU 
pen; or, as the AntSents did, to boil and eat them as a Fifli, or 
at leaft to drink Wine, wherein they have been long iofuled ; The 
Apothecaries fell the Puhis Viferinus^ which is only dried Vipers 
pulverized^ Heart, Liver, and all other Firta, and paft through 
a fine Sieve. Some call it. Animal BezMrd 

B EZOjiR is z Verfian Word, Pazabar^ primarily denotes 
Counfer-Pai/on, and is applied to feveral chymical Compofitions of 
that Intention; Tberiaca, or Treacle, a Name given by the An- 
tients to various Compofitions, is reckoned good againft Poifon.-^ 
The Bafis or Foundation of the Compofition is Viper's Flcfh *. 

Even in Tartary^ an uncultivated Nation, the Viper's Flefli 
is reckoned to be wonderful good Phyfick. In fome of the Ri- 
vers of Siam^ are many Crocodiles, which the Siamefe call Cay^ 
many and ufe them as«f ood Phyfick with Succefs *f-. 

I T is fuppofed, when Viper- Catchers were hurt, they imme- 
mediately cured themfclVes by rubbing this volatile Salt of Vipers 
into the wounded Part. An Experiment was made by enraging 
a Viper to bite the Nofe of a young Dog: The Part began to 
fwelh to which was applied this volatile Salty and the Dog was 
very well next day. The Viper was made to bite the Dog again 
in the Tongue, and no Application being made, he died within 
a few Hours %. 

On E of the firft that made ufe of the Viper in medicinal Pur- 
pofes, was (as my learned Author thinks) Antonim Muja^ the fa- 
mous Phyfician to OBavius Cafar\ of whom Pliny tells, that when 
be met with incurable Ulcer s^ be ordered the eating of Vipers j and 
by this means they were quickly healed. The fame Author adds 
from PorphyriuSy that the great Greek Phyfician CrateruSy very 
happily cured a miferabk Slave y wbofe Skin in ajirange manner fell 
off from his BoneSy by advifing him to feed upon Vipers^ drej after, 
the manner of pip. Jbid. 

A L A T E emincrtt Phyfician, fpeaking of Vipers, fays,— 
'Tis certain j very nobie Medicines are prepared firom them, and- 
a Wine from their Pitih, fingular in confumptive, leprous, and 

fcorbutick 

♦ CjclopaJis. t SfTtijsh Voyages, sd Mumim 16^0. I. c. HI p. 29. 
X Ehr* Jk/fifif 8 Mccht^icalyAccouoC} p. 1 7. 
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r^-lN?* ito^!>i9!}ti iubl6ctaii«>^ Gay«rf>,. caUe(jfc.€^f'^r^ ^.i^;^^ 
farge enougfai tcr.Iwld .twir Pbr|pii% pierfonned IHce at Sieve j. <hu<^ 
which) in the Sprio^,. )0liei)^iir;rttia4sr<Hi§-BrO6d of j^(»ung S»ahe^ 
ef drrer^ CqIoiw e., bx tJ^w Give th|y cjtpofe their lepcotts^ para* 
lytkk^arthritick Patients, where the wWmA <rf iht Steams refolv- 
log them into Sweat,, acid then Serpeois dinging ^/urioudy aU 
around^ ticking thek naked Bodies^ they are fooa reftofcd^ t8» 
Healthy by repeati&g the Operation^. This Serf ent the Cave w«s 
viftted by Kircber^ tlie celebrated Philofophcr add Mathemati^ 
cian 'y who fays, he £iw the Holesv aiid heard a murmuring hifiing 
Noife m them,, tho- he did not fee diis Serpent6> U not being thek 
Scafon to creep o ut^ yet he £tw at gre^t Number of their Emh- 
via^y or Sloughs^ and an Elm^ata ffiiailt diftonce kdei) with them^ 
The Diicovery was by the Clire of a^^ Leper gc»ng koaiRome, wha 
lofing his way,, and being benighted, happened vifovk this Cav^ 
and finding it very warm, pull'd off his Clothesf; and being weary 
and flee{^, had, fays my Author, the Good^-fortune not to* feet 
the Serpents about him,, till they had wrought his Cure. JMi»«* 
fieum JVormian. in Cychpadim^ 

IV. Serpents are not only Phyjick^ hut common JP^ in many 
Parts of the Wortd^ and e/ieemed a moft deiiciom EntertmnmenK 

FaKMBRLY^ nothing more terrible to Men than theie ve« 
neniferous Animals, but now (Men being better acqutfinted witli 
their natural Qualities) are very familiar to many People; infoa 
much that there are but few Pferfons of Diftindion, in France^. 
and other Places, where they may be had, but make ufeof tbem^ 
as n good and moft agreeabU Diet \ and the ingenious Virtuoic^ 
makes liv^ing Vipers his\ domeflick Divertifement. 

The ItaUan and French Pi&jyfc/tf«j dof copniMonly preibribe 
the Broth and JttfyiOi Vipers^ to pbrify and invigorate the Mafs 
of Bloody, exfaaufled with Age and chronical Diieafes. 

We readof iht Opbiophi^i^ a People fa caUed becstiufe they 
are Serpent^ Eaters. It is obferved from Arijlotle^ that the Tre^- 

lodytes^ 

f Dr. CbgrUs Leisb's Natural Hiftory o f ■■ p « 14^ 
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kdsftes^ who zrt: A^icans^ not fir from iht^ jirabi^Gulph^ had- 
w%^ a pafiioral life, iived bylMinting— *^nd fed on Serpents, -f 

A MO N a the And^tt: Mountaias. jn^ America^ is a SerpeiH 
called Juannay big as :bl Rafablt^ ba$ afpotted Skin,, four Feet, and 
i^:iiever obfenritd to* have any Vok^, is much icaten by the Jfnha- 
hilUkflMiSy ajid. counted better Meat than Rabbits, as it is prepare by* 
the. BarBarians*^. 

The. I^nina Serpent that feeds u|K)n Birds^ is eaten by the Jn- 
liafaittiats^ iht Bn^iianf^ €nd rbeir NiignhLaicurerj^ a^r they 
cut off the Head .wrfl: Tail .Uid. Tht JOufi:k, Pcriuguefi, aftd 
rtbecs in thatCoiiWpy, feed upon the Ijiboya Serpent ^ Y\s of a 
p!Qd^ious» large£ul)i» and defqribed in another Pliace. liiJ. In 
old Mexico, we read how the Indians topk a certain Serpent that 
carried tlitrty Young'a, which were each a Finger iongt. and crept 
ifaeot hhihodiately i ^lkd the old one being aboYe zo Footlong^ 
fcriiod the Katifres for Venifon f. 

AMERICU.S Vepyius^ (a Fhrentine, who was the firft, after 
Qdumbus^ thatvdifix>ver*d America, and wrote the Hiftory of ihi» 
four Years Vojwgcs) fcya, he iaw fome Serpents in America^ 
which the Inhabitlnts comnnonly fed upon : They were of divtrjb, 
Colours,, and as big as Kids. In the Hiflory of that Country, wa 
£nd the Natives of ^ Land fed upon Adders, Serpents, Toads^ 
—•without anyScrttplt of Mind, or Injury to their Health* 

The Native^ of Ton^uin, a large Kingdom of India beyond 
tjtic Oangfs^ in treating ^eir Pricnds, give t\\cm Arraci^ a rich 
Cjordial, inwhic^ Snakesaqd Scorpions have been infus'd; and ia 
ci^eem'diaA Antsdote;agaii)ft all Poifons. 

INDIA breeds; Serpents in abundance of all Sizes, an^ Va« 
»e^ of moft diaripin^ Colours : The People of Siam catch pro- 
digious Numbers of them in the Woods,^ and expofe them to 
Sale in the Markets, as Eels in England^ for animal Food :|:. 

iExvi&jL I M B N T5 have been made upon Animals, qs Pigeons^ 
C!hickcna--^hat were bit by Serpents^ which have been eat^a 
without any maimer of Hurt, or painful Senfation ; yea, Ser«^ 
fen ts that were, (lain have been given to Dogs, who fed uponthem^ 
without Danger, or any Uneaimefs ||. 

The 

t Strsh, lib. i6, Bjoc »o#iaJ<iii« Cluverii lutroJutf. 

• B^jr?* l^^Ath Ge^aph^Amffics, p. 129. t ^tl* Giogrgph. for AmfU^> 
hsaroLlMU p. 6x%^ i^Le Cm$i% Meaoirs, p. 504. 1 Sr. TteMj p. 178^ 



40 A NATURAL HISTORY 

The Circulatores^ or Dealers in Serpents, devour'd at their 
Tables even their Heads, and pour'd the Gall into their Cups 
when they drank, laughing at their Neighbours Timidity, who 
transform their Imaginations into Bug-bears. 

The Inhabitants of Mount Atbos^ between Macedonia and 
liracia, are called Macrobiiy that is Long-Olivers^ or long-liv'd ; 
and their Longevity is attributed to their feeding on Viper's Fleih, 
which is a mod elegant Nutritive ♦. 

The Ethiopians are numbered among thofe who feed upon 
Serpents, as one valuable Branch of their Suftenance. 

I N the Kingdom oi Congo in Africa^ the Negroes roaft the Ad- 
ders, and not only greedily feed upon them, but efteem them as 
a moft delicious Food -f*. 

S T. HELE NA^ one of the African Iflands, abounds with Ser- 
pents which the Dutch t^t as a greater Dainty than Eels %. We read 
of a Man who liv'd at Colonia Agrippina in Germany, that fed up- 
on Spiders, as the moft delicate Di(h. N. B. This Cologne is 

called Agrippina from Agrippina the Mother of Nero "(who poi- 
fon'd Claudius her own Husband, to make Nero her Son Emperor) 
and would have the Town honoured with a ttgman Colony, as 
being the Place of her Birth |. 

I N Cuba, an American Ifland, they were pefter'd with many 
forts of Serpents, not fo much from the ill Condition of the Soil, 
as by an old fuperftitious Whim of the Savages, who in former 
Times were not fufFered to kill them, (this being a royal Game, 
and a nice Difh reierved for the Higher Powers) and were not able 
afterwards to deftroy them, when it would have been (tiflered *♦• 

The Kalmuck jartars feed very much upon Snakes, Adders 

and Foxes The Syrians eat Crocodiles, which live on the Land 

only. 

MITHRIDATE, formerly one of the Capital Medicines in 
the Shops, has the Name from the Inventor, viz. Mithridates 
King of Pontus, who being overcome by Pompey, would have 
poifonM himfelf ; but no Poifon would work upon him, having 
accuftom'd himfelf toeat Poifon ; thus defcribed in an oldDog^ 
grel Rhyme, viz. 

King 

• C.Gffner, v. y6. f Turchas P/7^/w,Part ii. 1. 7. % Atl Afinc.^. ji^i. 
I Tgatus't Annafe, Vol. i. B. iv. •• Hejflin'$ Cofcnography) B. iv« P. lyin 
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King Mithridates cou'd not poiforid be^ 
He drinking Poifon oft^ grew Poifon-freel 

After King Mithridates was vanquifh'd, Cneus Pompeius 
ffound in his Clofet the following Receipt, agaiuft Poifon, writ 
-with his own Hand, in this Manner, viz. 

TAKE two dry Walnut-kernels^ as many Figs^ of Rue twenty 
Leaves i Jiamp all thefe together into one MafSy with a Grain of Salt, 

Under this Receipt was writ— — ^A^ra^r eats this ConfeSiion 

in the Morning fajling^ no Poif>n Jhall hurt him that Day *• In 
America^ where Lizards arc very good, they eat them, and fo 
krge, that one Lizard is enough to fatisfy four Men. *Tis very 
probable that they were eaten in Arabia and Judea^ fincc Mofes 
ranks them among the unclean Creatures -f*. 

Though the Flefli of venemous Creatures be nutrimental, 
and eaten with a good Relifh, in many Places, yet it muft be aU 
low'd our old Hiftoriographers in fome Things hyperbolize upon 
the SubjeA. . Thus Avicenna^ the great Arabian Dodtor, and 
others, fpeak of a young Maid, who was fed with the Flefli of 
poifonous Creatures, from her tender Age j by which her Breath 
became venemous to thofe who ftood by h«r. And thus Porus^ 
a certain Indian King, is faid to ufe Poifon every Day, that he 
might kill others. It is a known Hiftory, adds he, of a young 
Woman, fed with Poifon, with which the Perjian Kings deftroy'd 
whom they f^eas'd. 

A D D to this another traditional Opinion, viz. that fome parti- 
cular Perfons have an evil Eye, which aflfeds Children and Cattle 5 
yea, that fome have this unhappy Faculty, tho' at the fame Time 
void of any ill Defign. This has been an old Tradition, as ap- 
pears from that of the Poet J. 

O N the Mountains of Ceylon in the Eaft^Indies^ are Serpents 
of fuch vaft Size, that they (wallow young Cattle : Their Flefli is 
very delicate, and has a moft pleafing Tafte ; therefore is very 
much eaten. 

G This 

* fUnft Natural Hift. Tom. ii. B. 23. t Calnut in virbum—Hiironym. contra 
jovin^an. Hb. ii. % Nefdo fuis UnefBs 9CiUhs mihi fafcinat 0pi0S. Soe Martin 
on the Wcftern Iflaods, />. 122, 1Z3. 
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This Ifland of Ceylon is one of the moft charming Situations . 
on the Earth, the Key and Glory of the Indies j the Ah* fo tem- 
perate, that, properly fpeaking, they feel neither Hc^t nor Cold ; 
the Vales and Hills are always cover'd with Flowers, the Fields 
cover'd with Fruits of all Sorts; and in the Woods are Serpents 
cali'd Lizards f full three Hands long, whofe Flefh is excellent 
Meat *. 

In the fecond Part is a more ample Defcription of Ceylon.- 

The Iguana Serpent is amphibious, lays numerous Eggs, 
grateful to the Tafte, is very good Nourifliment, prjeferable to 
Spanijh Rabbits^; and in the City of Meifico thefe Serpents are 
brought to the Markets, efpecially in the quadrageiimal Days. 

A Spanijh Hiftorian fays, the Iguanas are (hap'd like the Alli^ 
gators^ very ugly, as big . as Lap-dogs, of feveral Colours j the 
Spaniards obferve, that their Fleih taftcs like the. Pheafants, and 
feed upon it -with Plcafure -(-;. 

The learned Kay fpeakrng of the Liboya^ that monftrous 
American Serpent, fays, that after it has fwallow'd a large Ani- 
mal, its Head grows heavy and fleepy, that it can neither run nor 
fight J the Hunters finding it in this ftupid Pofture, foon ftrangle 
him with a -Rope; and being kill'd, cut the Carcafs into. Parcek, 
and fell the Flefh for Food, which is reckon'd a delightful Enter- 
tainment J. . The fame Author, adds,, that both Africans and . 
Americans having cut off. the Head and Tail of .the. Kanina Ser- 
pent, eat the Body as part of their conflant Repaft. Ibid. 328. 

BRASILIAN Serpents call'd Lizards are flay'd, broil'd as 
Httle Fiflies, and eaten by the Negroes or Blackmoors that are 
tranfportcd into that Country from Africa. 

I A M informed of.a Gentleman of the Law at Ludlow^ who 
having prick'd a living Toad in. various Parts, fucks its Moiflure, 
and leaves it as much a Skeleton as the Purfc oC a Client. 

T H u s . we fee that the Almighty js fo far from being charge- 
able with Defcii.of AVifdom and Goodnefs, in forming of Ser- 
pents, that .both ^s Food and Phyfick, they m^ be equally im- 
proved to our Advantage. 

I : 

■ » 

• Rfheyro*sU\(kory q( Ceyhfty prefcnted tothe Kingpf P^'fir^a/, n' 85, "inflated 
out ofPortuguefe mtoVrench, printed 2xTrtvouXy 1701. t Herrera\ Hlft. Vol.ii. 
p. tf. t Rati SjnopJtSy f.,'^'^;\,^''-^5olorejle^f0rojueeju$ frocihgratifirpvfp-ifitr. 
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I SHALL only add one Remark here, that if Serpents, and 
other vencmous Creatures, are hurtful to us, 'tis only by Accident, 
that is, they arc not vexatious to us, of Neceflity, but through our 
own Ignorance, Careleffnefs, orMiftake ; e. g. 

*^ T H E Birds we call Staresy fafely feed upon Hemlock ^ Storks 
** feed on Adders, and Slow-Worms ; which, and other hurt- 
" ful Creatures, would be as harmlefe to ourfclves, had we al- 
** ways Caution enough to avoid them,, or Wit enough to ufe 
** them as we fliould. Thus Aloes has the Property of promot- 
** ing Haemorrhages ; but this Property is good or bad, as 'tis 

ufed : if by one that has the Green-Sicknefs^ it will prove a 

good Medicine; if by one fubje<ft to a Dyfcntery^ or to (pitting 

of Blood, a pernicious Poifon/' * 

And it is very probable, that the moft dangerous Poifons, 
skilfully managed, may be made, not only innocuous, but, of all 
other Medicines, the moft effedtuaL Opium corredled, lofes its 
narcotic Quality, and is fafely given in great Dofes, in Fluxes, 
Catarrhs, and convulfivc Cafes. 

I T is generally agreed, there is no Part of a Viper, not even 
the Gall itfelf, but may be fwallowed without harm, accordingly 
the Antients, and, as feveral Authors of Credit aflure us, the Indi^ 
ans and others at this day, both of the Eaft and Weft, eat them, as 
we do. Eels. 

Spontaneous Produdions of the Earth were the firft 
Food, and ftill are the Suftenance of numerous Nations. It was 
fometime before they came to the Juices of Cattle, as Milk, and 
longer before they commenced carnivorous, and devoured their 
Fellow-Animals. 

Some think the Fruits of the Earth were intended as Man's 
fole Food, and that nothing but Neceflity or Luxury firft promp- 
ted to feed ^pon Flelh: And indeed, by the Struifture of Man's 
Teeth, it looks as if they were not proper to devour Flefh ; and 
that Nature had rather intended and prepared them for cutting 
Herb?, Roots, — than, for tearing of Flc(n. Yea, Children don't 
affedl Animal Food, till their Palates be vitiated by Cuftom ; and, 
further, when we feed upon Flefti, it muft be prepared by roafting 

G 2 or 

* Dr. Nfib. Qrtvf^ Cofmohgia Sacra^ B. iii. cap. a. p. 103. 
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or boiling, which makes it harder of Digeftion, than all other 
Animal Food j and therefore forbid in Fevers, and other Diftem- 
pers. 
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SECTION VIIL 

THA T'venemous Creatures have been made Injiruments of di^ 
vine and human Vengeance^ is mojl evident. The romantic 
Account given in Antiquity, of ftrange Feats done by apoifonous 
Breath— does not afFeft the Truth of this Propofition. 

The Aptients divided Serpents, into good and evil Mini- 
Aers 5 thus the Egyptians looked upon fome of-them to be Admi- 
niftrators of Mercy, and others to be Meffengers of Juftice. 
Ofiris *, one of their Gods, is faid to fend out Serpents, to chaftifc 
Evil-Doers f-. 

When the Church of IJrael murmured againft God in the 
Wildernefs, and cenfured the Condoft of Providence, he employs 
an Army of Serpents as his Agents, to corredl the Rebels.——— 
Plagues, and other peftilential Difeafes, were, in old times, reputed 
to be the Meflengers of the Gods, and commiflioned by them, to 
execute Wrath upon the Wicked. 

Some of the Heathens had exalted Notions of Virtue, and 
believed Men of Virtue to be the Favourites of the Gods, and 
that a vicious Life, being oppofite to the Sandtity of their Nature, 
they could not let it pafs with Impunity. 

A N Inftance to this purpofe we have in the Hiftory, of the 
Apoftles, ABs xxviii. i, " 6. The IJland was called Me^ 

lit a. And when Paul had gathered a Bundle of Sticks^ and laid 
them on the Fir e^ there came a Viper out of the Heat ^ and fajlned on 
his Hand. And when the Barbarians faw the venemous Beaft hang 
on his Hand I they faid among them/elves^ No doubt this Man is a 
Murderer^ tho' he hasefcaped the Sea^ yet Vengeance (^»)ci», Jujlice) ^ 

fu£ers not to live lie/ looked when hejkould havejwoln, or fain 

down i^ 

Horn. liiad. 15. 
•1^ JEligni Mifi. AnimsUumji^ 
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down^ *And when they faw no harm come to him^ they changed 
their Minds^ and /aid he was a God. How came they to alter their 
Opinion ? Becaufe, according to their Divinity, none elfe could 
thus command, and controul a venemous Serpent, which was one 
of the Me/fengers of the Gods. 

** No venemous Beafts, according to the fabulous Tradition, 
•* will live in the Ifland, which they afcribe to St.PauPs Blefling, 
** when he was fliip wrecked there/' They fliew the Cave where 
they pretend he refided, and reckon the Earth of it, an Anti- 
dote againft Poifon. 

From this hiftorical Paflage, *tis evident^ that thefe Barbarians 
did believe a Providence^ and the Dodtrine of Divine Jujiice^ 
which Jujiice they openly adored, under the Name of VindiBa^ox 
Nemejisj which was the Goddefs of Revenge^ whofe Province was to 
infpeft the moral Conduft of all Men, and diftribute Rewards 
and Punifliments as the Cafe required. It was painted in the fame 
manner as yufiice^ with a Pair oi Scales in one hand, and a Sword 
in the other. 

I N Etbiopiaj we read of a large Country, this fide the Cyna- 
molgiy that was laid Wafte, and entirely depopulated by Scorpions, 
before whom, the Inhabitants not being able to (land, fled for 
their Lives. The fame Defolation was made by Scorpions at 
Salaminy an Ifland not far from Athens^ called the Ifland oi Dra- 
gons^ for which Lycophron is quoted *. 

The Inhabitants of Amyila^ a Town in Italy ^ were deftroyed 
by Serpents, being, as 'tis faid, of the Pythagorean Race^ whofe 
Laws forbid to kill Animal?, and by fufl^ering thefe venemous 
Creatures, to multiply without Controul, they became infufFe- 
rable -f-. 

The Inhabitants of Pefcara^ an antient City in Africa^ were 
confl:rained to forfake their Habitations in Summer ^ by reafon of 
Scorpions that wtre very numerous, and in that Seafon, their Sting 
moft dangerous : In Winter, when their Wounds were lefs dan- 
gerous, the Refugees returned to their Houfes :f. 

DIODORUS SICULUS obferves how many Regions have 
been deferted, for this reafon ; both People and Cattle being 
driven away by an Army of Scorpions^ and their Allies. 

In 

* Conrad. Cefner deScorp.. \ Ibid, At I. Geg^. p. 519. 
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I N the Canary^yiands^ thefe ventmous Animals are more 
dreaded than the Peftilencc. 'Tis (aid they arc hunted and taken 
by the Turks^ who prepare the Oil oi Scorpions from them ♦. In 
India y about xht Arrahban-Lake^ the Country has been intirely 
difpeoplcd by thefe mifchievous Creatures. Ibid. 

In Times of War, « Serpents have been preft into the Service. 
Thus Heliogabalus (Emperor of Rome^ fo called becaufe he was 
Priejl of the Sun before hisEledlion) having, by his Sacerdotal 
IncantatorSy or.facred Conjurers, gathered together feveral Ser- 
pents, contrived a Method to turn them loofe, before day, among 
his Enemies, which foon put them into a terrible Hurry, and a 
Motion, that was a Trial for their Lives ; the Sight of the crooked 
Serpent being far more dreadful, than the Whizzing of a ftraight 
Arrow -f-. The fame Author informs us of Snakes thrown by a 
Sling-StafF into the Camp of the Barbarians, which did great Exe- 
cution. 

King Prufias being overcome by King Eumenes^ by Land, and 
intending to try his Fate by Sea, Hannibal^ by a new Invention, 
made him victorious. The Stratagem was this : Hannibal having 
procured a great Number of Serpents, put them, into earthen 
Veflelsj and by another Device, and in midft of the Engage- 
ment, conveyed them into Antiochus'^ Fleet, which proved more 
dreadful than Fire-balls, and feathered Weapons, that flew amongft 
them. At firft, it feemed ridiculous to the Romans^ that they 
(hould arm themfelves, and fight with earthen Pots-, but when 
they were broken, an Army of Snakes ruih'd out, which fo ter- 
rified the Marines, that they immediately yielded the Vi<Sory to 
PrufaSy the Carthaginian Hero's Friend. 

W E read in Hiftory, how yuno^ out of her hatred to Hercu^ 
leSy fent two dreadful Serpents to devour him in the Cradle, 
which he foon cru(h*d with his Infant-Hands. 

I T was common aiftong the Antient Swedes^ to fend out cer- 
tain Flies (which they pretended to be their Familiars) to plague 
their Enemies. They alfo made Magical Balls for the lame pur- 
pofe, boafting how they thereby conveyed Serpents into their Ene» 
mjes Bodies. 

The 

* Conrad.Gefner^ ?• ^i?- t Gefner. de Scorf. | jHftifti Hifl. lib. xxxii. ad fincai. 
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The Laplanders had \ht\v Magical Tyre ^ which was a Ball 
about the Bignefs of a fmall Apple, (made of Mofs, or Hair of 
Bcafts) which, they fay, is qaickned and moved by a particular 
Art 5 they perfuade themfclvesi that by .this Tyre^ they can fend 
Serpents, or what they pleafe, into any Man, to torment him. 
When thia Ball is thrown, it goe^ like a Whirlwind, and as fwift 
as a pointed Arrow *• 

I N the Bc^ok of Daniel^ mention is made of feveral kinds of 
Magicians in Cbaldea^ under King Nebuchadnezzar j one is Mecaf- 
phiniy a Word which by St. Jerome^ and the Greeks is tranflated 
M^leficly Enchanters^ fuch People as make ufeof noxious Heibs • 
and Drugs, the Blood of ViftimSi and Bones of the Dead, for 
their fuperftitious, Operations -f-. 

The Tyrants of Japonia invented a ftrange Punifhment for 

thofe who confcflied Chrift." ■ They hung them with their 

Heads downwards, half their Bodies into a large Hole digged 
" in the Earth, which they filled with Snakes^ Lizards^ and other 
^* polf:>nous Vermin j but even thofe (fays my Right Reverend « 
** Author, the learned and pious Bifhop Taylor) were better Com- - 
" panions than tliofe infernal Dragons in the Pit of Hell ||. " The 
Romans, when they puniflj'd any for Parricide^ to exprcfs their 
Abhorrence of fo heinous a Murder, they (hut him up in a Sack, 
with a Serpent, an Ape, and a Cock. 

To thefc Inftances, I (hall add^ that the Attendants of P/z//^, 
Prince of the Infernal Regions, are reprefented in a Serpent i?ie 
Habity viz.' the Furies, Harpies 

In his Trajii, are three Dira, Eumenides^ov Furies, viz. ylleSfo, . 
Meg£ra, and Tyfiphone, whofe Heads are covered with long and 
dreadful Snakes, inftead of Hair, with Whips, Chains, and flam- 
ing Torches, in their Hands, to'punifh the Guilty.' Thefe ■ 
aUo attended the Throne of ^ove^ and were accounted to be Mef. 
fcngers of the Gods, whofe Office it was to execute their Decrees 
in the Inflidion of Calamities upon Mortals. 

These Furies hadtheir.Temples and Worfhippers, - and were 
defcribed in Figures of fo frightful a Form, that they durft fcarce 
mention their Names without.Horror*. 

m • 

• Schfjftrvi\ Hiftory of LapUud, cap. xi. p. 60. f Calmel^s Hift. C;ic.-r^ - 
Di^ionary. i Coattmfh wiit^ Bopk. ii. chip ,0. ' 
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TTSIP TJONE, one of them, enraged at an innocent 
Youth, pluck'd cff one of her Snakes, and threw it at him, which 
wound about his Body, and immediately ftrangled him. Some 
fay, that we fee thele three Fuiies on a Medal of the Emperor 
Philip, ftruck at Antioch^ on whofe Reverfe are reprefented three 
Women, arm'd with a Key, burning Torches, Poniards, and Ser- 
pents. 

The Daffodil was facred to the Furies, and fuch as offered 

Sacrifice to them were crowned with it. * 

A s foon as departed Souls had been examined by Minos^ Ra^ 
damantbus^ zi\diMacu5, and found guilty, and Sentence part, they 
were delivered to the Furies, who cafl them down headlong into 
Tartarus^ the Place of Torment,r-and all thofe who had lived 
well, were conduded to the Ehjian Fields. 

HOME R fpcaks of them as the Executioners of juflice upon 
falfe Swearers, among other Inflances : 

Infernal FurieSy and Tartarean Gods^ 

Who rule the Deady and horrid Woes prepare 

For perjurd KijigSy and all ivho faljly Jhvear . 

The Harpies -f- were monftrous and cruel Birds defcrib*d with 
Womens Faces, and Dragons Tails^ to render them more formi- 
dable to Mankind : The Antients looked upon them as Daemons 
or Genii, which laft Homer calls Podarge. About Kaskan in 
Perfia^ is a fine and fertile Country, but plagued with Multi- 
tudes of Scorpions^ which haunt the Inhabitants, efpecially in that 
Town (one of the moft populous and eminent Marts in that Em- 
pire) where the Inhabitants, for fear of that venemous Animal, 
dare not fleep upon the Floor (as in other Places, where they on- 
ly throw a Quilt upon the Tajpeftry) but have light Couches, 
hanging down from the Roof, like Seamens Hammocks, or 
hanging Beds on fhip -board. 

They have indeed a ready Help againfl its venemous Wounds, 
which is made of the Filings of Copper, tempered with Vinegar 
and Honey y which proves a fpcedy Cure ; but if negledled, the 
Patient is in danger of his Life. This, fays the Hiftorian, 
I prefume, has been firfl found out by the antipathetick Qiia- 

lity, 

♦ From Euflathiusj on the firft Book of the Iliad, 
+ Aelloy Ocyfete^ and Celano^ Virg. iEncid. lib. 3. 
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lity, which ieems to be between Scorpions and Copper ; for not far 
ftotfi the City is the Copper-Mine, where, as before, if one of 
thefe Animak be brought, it dies immediately. ^ Whether this 
be not Herbert's Parthian ? 

Yea, to render a future State terrible to Mortals, the Heathens, 
fpeaking of departed Souls, feigned, that at their defcent from 
Charori% Boat (who was the Ferryman of Hell) they met Cerbe^ 
rusy a monftrous Dog, with three Heads, who was covered all 
over with Serpents^ inftead of Hair. There was the Monfter 
Chimara that vomited Fire, her Head like a Lion^ Middle like a 
Goaty and her Tail like a Airious Dragon s io fings the Poet : 



Cerberus, who foon began to rear 



His crejied Snakes^^he gapes with three enormous Mouths. 

Dryden's Virgin 
So another : 

For as the Pope that keeps the Gate 

Of Heaven^ wears three Crowns of State •, 

So he, that keeps the Gates ofHell, 

Proud Cerberus, wears three Heads as well. 

Andy if the World have any Troth, 

Some have been canonized in both. 

Hudibras. 

But further, we may obferve, that befides this frightful Ap- 
pearance of Serpents to lalute their Entrance into Hell, there was 
Variety of Punilhments for them when there, 'ttius the Danaides 
were condemned to Tartarus by the Poets, to be continually em- 
ployed in filling a Cask perforated at the bottom ; Pblegas, con- 
demned by Apollo to Hell, where he fat upon a rolling Stone, in 
conftant danger of falling into a Pit of greater Mifery ; Tityvs^ 
adjudged to Hell, where a Vultur feeds on his Liver, and the 
Liver always grows widi the Moon : Nay, fuch were the horrible 
Preparations in Hell, that Virgil*, after a Survey of it, declares, 
that had he a hundred Mouths and Tongues, they would not fuf- 
fice to recount all the Plagues of the Tortured : fo that it is no 
wonder to fee them reprefent the infernal Priibn in Figures the 
mod frightful. 

H An d 

* JEneid. lib. vi. vcr. 638. 
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A N D as the Heathen had their terrible Place for bad Men, fo, 
to prompt them to Virtue, they had their Elyjium, i. e. a Place of 
Pleafure in Hades, furnifhed with moft plea{ant Fields, agreeable 
Woods, Groves, Shades, Rivers; whither the Souls of good Peo- 
ple were fuppoibd to go after this Life. Thefe are iinely described 
by the Poet: 



- ■ ■ locos latos ^ amcena virenta 

Fortunatorum nemorum fedefque beatos. 
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PART II. 

Which gives a View of moji Serpents that are known 
in the fever al Parts of the Worlds defer il^d by their 
various Names^ different Countries^ ^alitiesy &c. 



TH E Serpents are a numerous Tribe and their Dominions 
of large Extent, lying both in Sea and Land : No part 
of the World but what is replenifh'd with them, more 
or lefs, in fome form or other. In defcribing them, I fhall begin 
with, 

I. The Viper y or Adder ^ a fublle and poifonous Creature, 
flender in Body, about a Foot and half long, with fiery and 
flaming Eyes, a long and cloven Tongue, which when irritated 
it darts forth with Violence, and looks like a glowing Fire-braLdj 
has a big Head, and flatteft of the Serpentine kind. 

H 2 It 
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I T is flow in its motion, and does not leap like other Ser- 
pents, but is very nimble to bite when provok'd. The Scales un- 
der the Body refemble that of well-polifli'd Steel. They appear 
in divers Colours, yellow, afli^ green; and others of Lyaia, like 
the Inhabitants^ of a blackifli Hue; its Front not unlike that of 
a Hog. 

^/P£-R5 of other Nations, are fuppofed to be larger than 
the European^ efpecially the Troglodite^Fiper ♦, which is faid to 
be above fifteen Cubits long: and the Hiftorian adds, viz. That 
there are no domejiick Vipers. I prefume, he means diey are not 
brought up among the Children of the Family, as fome Serpents 
are faid to have been; this little venemous Reptile being of a 
more mifchievous Nature -f-. 

The Viper differs from the Snake in bulk, being not (o large, 
and their Scales more fliarp, and Head more large: They alfb 
differ in this, viz. Snakes lay their Eggs, twenty, thirty, fixty, 
and a hundred fometimes, in one NefV, not quite fo large as that 
of a Magpye (which are inclofed with a whitifh Skin, but not 
with Scales) in Dunghills and other warm Situations, where they 
are hatch'd by adventitious Heat, commonly call'd Adders in this 
Country; whereas Vipers make ufe of their own Matrix, and 
brine forth live Vipers: Their young ones come forth wrapt up 
in thin Skins, which break on the third day, and iet the little 
venemous Creatures at liberty, therefore rank'd among the vivi- 
parous Animals. 

Their Births are much like young Snigs for Bulk ; they ge- 
nerally bring forth about twenty young ones, but only one each 
day. It is obferv'd of the Viper, that its Internals are not fetid, 
like thofe of fbme other Serpents, that are intolerable. 

The Eggs of Lizard-Serpents^ which are fo much efteem'd 
in the French-ljlands in America^ are of the fancie Size and Figure 
as thofe of Pigeons^ and are generally ufed in all forts of Sauces : 
When the Females lay their Eggs, they make a Hole in the Sand, 
and cover them with it, and the Heat of the Sun is fufficient to 
hatch them :J; 

ALBERTUS \s quoted for a Battle between a Viper and a 
Magpye, occalioned by her creeping up into a Magpye's Neft, 

and 

• Milan 3e Nat. Animal. t Conrad. Gefner. Hi/l. p. 75. % F.v'llt'e*s 

Journal of the Phil. Math, and Bot. Ohf. 
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and devouring her Brood in the Mother's abfencc, who upon 
her Return made a hideous clattering, which foon brought in its 
Mate ; whereupon both, with united Beaks, fell upon the Plun- 
derer, and after a (harp Engagement demolifli'd the Enemy. 

Father Fevillee in the Woods of the Ifland Martinique^ 
" being frighted by a large Serpent, which he could not well 
«^ avoid, his I>og immediately fell on, and took the Serpent 
•* by the Head: The Serpent furrounded him and prefs'd him 
** fo violently, that the Blood came out of his Mouth; and 
" yet the Dog never ceaied till he had entirely tore it to pieces. 
" The Dog was not fenfible of his Wounds during the Fight, 
" but foon after, his Head prick'd by the Serpent fwell'd prodi- 
gioufly, and he lay on the ground as dead; but his Maftcr hav- 
ing found hard by a Bananier^ which is a very watry Tree, he 
cured him with the Juice of it, and fome Treacle *." 
The Viper is common in fome parts of France^ efjjecially in 
Daupbiny or PoiStou^ from whence all the Vipers come that arc 
fold in Paris. They are ufually taken with wooden Tongs, or 
by the end of the Tail, which may be done witliout danger; for 
while held in that Pofition, they can't wind themfelves up to hurt 
their Enemy. The Viper-Catchers have their Spccificks, in which 
they can fafely confide, as not to be afraid of being bitten 5 which 
they fay is the Fat of a Viper ^ immediately rubb'd into the Wound, 
which is one of the mod venemous in the animal World. 

These Vipers are ufually put and kept in a Box with Braa 
or Mofe; not that thefe higredients ferve to feed upon, as fome 
may fency; becaufo 'tis laid, they never eat after tbey are taken 
and confui'd, but live on the Air, and will live fo, many Months: 
But more hereafter. D^e DeJlruSlion of Vipers by human Spittle, 
the Coition of the Marine with Lampreys, the pregnant Viper 
biting off her Companion's Head, and the Revenge of it by the 
Younglings — I place among vulgar Errors. 

II. The Amodytes is a Serpent vciy venemous and fierce, of a 
landy Colour, black Spots, and of about a Cubit long. The Wound 
given by the Female, the weaker Veflel, is faid to be nioft dan- 
gerous: Its Jaws are larger than the common Vipers, and from 
fome Eminencies upon the Head, like a Tuft of Flclh, is called 

Cornutus. 

• FivilUis Jwmal of the Phil. Math, and Bot. Obfer. 
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Corntftus. Irs Wojnds prove fatal without a fpecdy Cure. It is 
foji^d in Lyhia, a Limb of Jifrica^ and alfo in Illyricum^ and in 
fonie pans of Italy *. 

1' H I s Serpent is called Cornutus, a horned Beail -f*. Of this 
Form, is a numerous Herdj we read, that in the Roman Army 
was a B:ind of Foot Soldiers called Cornufi. 

Upon the G)!itincnt of America are Bulls and Cows, that 

have no Horns, fays Dr. Ch. iMgh who adds, " The Dcfeft 

'* of Horns in thefc Beafts, brings into my mind a remarkable 
•* Phenomenon of one Alice Green^ whofe Pid:ure I have feen in 
" IF ha I ley Abby^ in Lancajhire. This Woman had two Horns 
" which grew out of the back part of her Head; they grew 
" backwards like thofe of Rams, and were about three Inches 
long; thefe flie caft once in three Years, and had always into- 
lerable Pains, before the Horns broke out :};." 
He might have mentioned another innocent Creature, on 
vliofe Head a treacherous Companion inoculates a Scion, which 
intitlcs liim to the title of Cuckold, a word derived from CuciowDS^ 
who having no Beds of their own, invade their Neighbour's. Of 
the Cuckow 'cis faid, that having no Neft, (he takes poflcffion of 
fome other Bird's Neft, deftroys the Eggs, and lays in it an E^ 
of her own, which the innocent Bird brings forth and nurfes for 
its own II . 

III. The Ccra/lcs is a Serpent of the viperine Kind; its Head 
refembles the Cornigerous; it belongs to the Lybian and Nubian 
Family : Its Teeth are like thc^ of the Viper, and it brings its 
Succeflbrs into the World after the fame manner. 

Its Conftitution is very dry, which refines and exalts its Poi- 
fon, and makes it more dangerous ; the Wound is generally at* 
tended with Diftradion, and continual prkking as with Needles. 
Some fay, 'tis of a whitifti Colour, ouiers arenaceous; it loves 
fandy Habitations, where it often furprifes the unwary Traveller: 
And all agree 'tis of a moft cruel Nature; and therefore in fome 
Places 'twas made the Executioner of Malefadlors **, as the Juice 

of 

* Comitntu imprimis Goritienft invtnitur. — Ray, 

+ Luc an, PharfaL lib. ix. 

J His Natural HiJIory cf Lancajhire^ Book ii. p. 3. 

I \^T. tyUkughhy^ who writ the Hiftory of Birds, aiSrms this Account of the 
Cuclcow to be true upon his own Knowledge, according to Mr. Ray. 

•* Nunc potei a^utum injidiatoremque -Cerajim^-Non is corpus babet^ fiifmtuw 
aut duo prof o-t Cornua. Nicander in Ther. 
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of the Cicuta^ (an Herb like our Hemlock) was among the Atbe^ 
nians. 

Some fay 'tis of the afpick kind, as the Arabians; in length a 
Cubit or more, with two Horns on the Head, refembling Snail- 
Shells : It lies perdue near travelling Paths, and is very crafty in 
decoying little Birds into the Snare. 

Its Wounds foon kill, if one of the PfylUan People be not im- 
mediately called in. N. B. Thefe Pfy/ti are a noted People 6f 
Syrenaica in Africa^ endued with a natural Faculty of deftroying 
Sierpcnts upon fight, and curing their Wounds by a Touch of the 

Hand j of whom wc have this Account, n)iz Crates of Per^ 

gamus lays, that about Parium in the Hellefpont^ tliere were Men, 
named Opbiogenes^ who cured thofe wounded with Serpents with a 
Touch. Varro teftifies there were Ibine of them in his time. 
AGATHERCIDES writes, that in Africa the Pfyliians 
(a People ib called from King PfylluSy from whom they were de- 
fccndcd, and whofe Sepulchre is to be feen at this day in the greater 
Syrtes) did in the lame manner heal People wounded by Serpents. 
'Tis faid they had fbme extraordinary Quality in their Nature, that 
would fuddenly kill all Serpents. 

I T was by thefe they tried the Chaftity of their Wives, thus, 
'uiz. When a Child was born, and its Legitimacy queftionable, 
they laid it in a great Vejfel full of thefe Cerajiik Sef^ents^ that 
immediately breathed deftrudtioui but when they came near the 
Child, their Rage foften'd, and they immediately fled from it; 
which pro\'ed die Legitimacy of the Qhild, that he was a true 
Pjyllian^ born in Lawful Wedlock, bccaufe Serpents could i:ot 
poifon it, nor endure its Prefence*. 

However this romantic Account may appear, it may doubt- 
lels be philofophically accounted for by Eflluviunis emitted rroni 
their Bodies, that proved flital to Serpents. 

The E^glijh Annotator upon Li/can, who was Nephew to 
Seneca y obferves much to the lame purpofe, when he lays, Tlicle 
P/ylii (a People inhabiting thofe parts of Africa c?.lled Mannar ic a ^ 
bordering on the Nile) are fortify'd by Nalure wi;h an inciedihlc 

Piivilei!:c 

• In doHum ceraftarum plenum infantem conjUerfy .Wian. lib. i. cap. 5;». Gyllfi 
Acceffio, cap. 37. N. B. If the Child was begot ccn by a Stranger, *twi> killed by 
Poifon; if lawfully begotten, tl.e P.ivile^e of his FaduT'^ l>.vA,a ^loicctcd him 



agaiail the Venom. 






56 A NATURAL HISTORY 

Privilege againft the Strength of Poifbn^ and fuftain no Harm by 
the biting of Serpents. 

The Serpents, fays PHn)\ are afraid of them, and when others 
arc bitten by them, thefe Pfyllians by fucking the Wounds, cure 
them. 

The Marfiam in Italy^ 'tis faid, are ftill in pofTeflion of this 
natural Power againft Serpents, and are fuppofed to defcend from 
the Son of Circe^ the famous Enchantrefs. 

The Trial of Children's Legitimacy by Serpents, puts me in 
mind of Hereditary Right; whofe Title was try'd by the FataU 
Stoney on whicli the Irijh Monarchs ufed to be inaugurated on the 
Hill of Tarab', and which being inclofed in a fFooden-^Cbairy was 
made to emit a Sound under the rightful Gindidate, when he fat 
in it ; but was quite filent under one who had no Title, or not a 
good one; that is, one who was not, for the Druidick Prieft's 
Turn. 

*^ This Stone was fent to confirm the IriJh Colony in Scotland^ 
" where it continued to be the Coronation-Chair till in the Year 
1300, Edward I. of England brought it from Scoon^ and placed 
it under the Coronation-Chair at fVeftminjler * ; and there it 
ftill rcmaijis, is ufed in the Coronation, the antienteft refpcdled 
'" Monument in the World \. The Vulgar call it Jacob's Stone, 
** as if this had been his Pillow at Bethel'' Note^ Antique Ap- 
pearances often give birth to popular Superftitions. 

Such natural Power againft Difeafei did in our Days appear 
in the celebrated Mr. Greatrix^ before wboje Hand tbey fied. In 
the Philofophical Tranfadtlbns we have the following Account 
of it, received from Eye- Witnefles — e. g. 

cc y^y Q^j^ Brother, Jobn D «, was feized with a vio- 
lent Pain in his Head and Back : Mr. Greatrix (coming by ac- 
cident to our Houfe) gave prefent Eafe to his Head, by only 
ftroaking it with his Hands. He then rubb'd his Back, which 
he moft complain'd of, and the Pain immediately fled from 
his Hand to his right Thigh; then he purfued it with his 
Hand to his Knee, from thence to. his Leg, Ancle and Foot; 
and at laft to his great Toe. As it fell lower, it grew more 

violent; 

* Ni fallat fatum Scot! quccunque locatum ^ 

Invenient iapidem, regnare tenentur ibidem, 
t I/land's ColUa. A. D. 1726. 
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•* violent; ami when in his Toe, it made him roar out, but upon 
** rubbing it there, itvanifli'd, 

" A young Woman being feiz'd with a great Pain and Weak- 
" nefe in her Knees when a Girl, ufed divers Means to no ef- 
** fedt : After fix or feven years time, Mr. Greatrix coming to 
" Dublin^ he flroak'd both her Knees, and gave her prefent 

Eafe, the Pain Hying downward from his Hand^ till he 4fove 

it out of her Toes^ the Swelling that always attended it, did 
** in a Abort time wear away, and never troubled her after. 

** .... A certain Gentlewoman being much troubled with a 
** Pain in her EarSy and very Deafy Mr. Greatrix put fome of his 
" Spittle into her Ears; which, after chafing them, foon cured 

*< her, both of the Pain and Deafnefs Her Uncle was cured 

** by him of the fame Malady, and in the fame manner. 

.... A Child, being extreamly troubled with the King's- 

Evil, was touch'd by King Charles II. and was nothing better; 

but was foon and perfectly cured by Mr. Greatrix *." 
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IV. The Hemorrbous Serpent is an Egyptian of the viperine 
kind; of fandy and bright Colour, enamel'd with black and white 
Rays oh the Back; flaming Eyes, corniculated Brows, and is 
defended by an Armature of rough and fharp Scales ; which by 
one is given as the Reafbn of making fbme Noife as it goes, 
which another denies, becaufe it wants the Sonalia -f-. 

This Creature is little in Body, but great and terrible in its 
Executions; for when it wounds any Perfons^ ail the Blood in 
•the Body flows out, at all the Apertures of it, which is imme- 
diately foUow'd with Convulfions and Death %. 

The Atlas from Ribeyro mentions an Indian Serpent of the 
fame malignant Nature, whofe Poifbn operates with fuch Vio- 
lence, that the Perfbn wounded by it ble«Js at the Eyes, Noflrils, 
Ears, and all the Pores of the Body, and the miferable Patient 
is irrecoverable. 

I The 

* L9Wtborp*% PbiMipb. Tranfaiiims abridged^ voLiii. p. 1 1, 12. Edit. 2. Com- 
municated by Mr. ^fboresbyj N. 256. p. 332. 1699. '^^ ^^S^ ^^* an account is 
given of the wonderful EneSts of Touch and Fridion. 
f Cant SmaUbus. NierembergiuSy p. 269; 

1^ Gylliusy p. 261. Rati Synopjis Meth. 8vo. A. D. 169^. Invenitur in /Egypt9 IS 
ff^x Ucts (fuibus thorns impiravtt, ibid* iS in ams Jtuatenfibus* 

At non ftare fuum miferis paffiira cniorc 
Squamifcros iogena Hiemorbois. 






58 A NATURAL HISTORY 

The Poet laments the Death of the brave and noble Tul/us ♦, 
by this bloody Serpent; which is alfo found in India (according 
to Diodorus Siculus) in that part where Alexander the Great con- 
quered Porus the Great King of the Indies. The Conqueror 
bid Porus aik of him whatever he defired j who anfwered. That 
be only defired to be treated as a Prince : with which Alexander 
waVfo charm'd, that he not only gave him his Kingdom again, 
but fbme of the Provinces he had conquered in that Vicinity. 
N. B. On the Bank of the River Hydafpis^ Alexander built a 
Town, which he caird Bucepbala, in remembrance of Buce^ 
pbalus his great Horfe, which died and was buried there. 

V. T H E Serpent SepSy which by fbme is faid to be the fame 
with Sepedon^ is about two Cubits long, the Head broad, and of 
divers Colours. Both thefe are of the fmaller Species, but mofl 
venemous, and therefore are rank'd in the fecond Clafs of Ser- 
pents. The Virulency of the Poifbn is not in proportion to their 
diminutive Stature. 

When any are wounded by thefe venemous Animals, the 
Hair of the Head immediately falls off, the whole Body turns 
fcurfy, leprous and putrid j yea, the very Bones, as well as the 
Flefh, putrify and corrupt 3 therefore fbme call it iht putrid Ser-- 
pent -f. The Poet accounts for the Symptoms of its Poifbn :^. 

These Serpents are Afiaticis^ Inhabitants of the Rocks in 
Syria; Syria^ the fuppofed weflern Porcb of Paradife. Thefe 
refemble the Hemorrhous in Colour and external Figure : Accord- 
ing to Mlian^ they change into the Similitude of the Things they 
light upon. He might, I think, as well have faid, they chang'd 
their Notes on different Trees, fince there is a kind of relation 
between Mujick and Colour^ as the Learned Newton obferves. 

VI. KOKO B Serpent, is between three and four Foot long, 
of a dullcy Colour, and made beautiful by Spots of red and light 
Blue. Its Wounds are terrible, and the Effedls not very difTimi- 
lar to thofe of the Hemorrbous. Nierembergius obferves, that it 

refidcs 

♦ Lucan^ lib. ix. p. 269. Impreffit denies Hemorrbois afpera TuUo magnoiilmo Ju- 

veni^ 

f NonnuUi ex Scaligero^ mnmaleputriamvocare, yonftonuSy p. 1 4. 

\ Mors ejl ante oculos Sepsjietit exiguus — Parva moda Serpens^ fed qua nonnuUa 

€ruinta Fugit rupta cutis. Lucan Phaiial. lib. ix. p. 271. 
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refides among Stones; and when it rambles out, and hears any 
Noifc, makes towards it like a mighty Hero. Thus the Gallic 
Monarch, upon Debates among Princes, marches out as fovcreign 
Umpire of Europe^ and never returns home but by way of Lor-- 
rain^ Corfica^ Palatine^ or Spanijh Flanders. 

VII. The Afpy fo called from the AJherity of its Skin, as ^r- 
noUuSy or from ajpiciendo^ becaufe of the Acutenefs of its Eyes. 
A Serpent well known, but not accurately defcrib'd, fays the 
Learned Mr. Ray : Some make it a finall Serpent, others lay 'tis 
feveral Feet long; and both may judge right, for according to 
ALliafty there are various Species of Aips; fome a Foot and half 
long, and others fix. 

Among thefe different Proportions, the leafl of them is faid 
to be moft hurtful, and kills the fboneft. Its Poifbn is to dan- 
gerous and quick in its Operation, that it kills almofl in the very 
Inflant that it bites, witnout a Poffibility of applying any Re- 
medy: They die within three Hours, feys my learned Author*; 
and the manner of their dying by Sleep and Lethargy, without 
Pain, made Cleopatra chufe it as the eafiefl way of dilpatching 
herfelf. (More of this further on.) 

These Afpick Serpents, are the Growth of feveral Climates : 
Olaus obfcrved fome of them in the northern Parts, of rugged 
and rough Skins, afli Colour, fparkling Eyes, three or four Cu** 
bits long 'f', tho* Lovers of warm Situations, yet delight \\\ 
fliady Retirements %. Many of them are found in the Spanijb 
Iflands -f-; but Egypt ^ Libya^ and other Places in Africa claiim 
the greatefl Right to them, for there they are mofl numerous snd 
venemous. 

When provok'd, the Neck of this feature fwells, and the 
Wound then given, is moft dangerous. Its Teeth are of conli- 
derable length, growing out of the Mouth like the Tufks of a 
Boar. The Hiftorian fays, that two of thelongeft Teeth have 
little Cavities in them, covered with a thin Skin, that flides up 
when it bites, by which means the poifonous Liquid runs out, 
and drops into the Pundlure; after which, it recovers its Station. 

I 2 In 

^ Calmit in Verbum^ p. 213. + J$nft9mis Hlft. de Sgrp. p. 15, 

% Ideo Seiucay ad umbram exfurgere dixit. 
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I N America^ fays a celebrated Hiftorian, are found jifps with 
Stings in the Tail, wherewith they ftrikc and kill ♦. 

The Banks of Nilus abound with AJps^ who have Sagacity 
enough to remove their Habitations to a place of Safety, fevcral 
days before that River overflows the Rifing-Grounds about it: 
'Tis alfo faid the Crocodile and Tortoife recede with their Eggs, to 
a Situation not acceflible by that mighty Flood ; a Flood that 
makes the Land of Egxpty a Region of Fertility, a Flood dreaded 
by thefe Animals, and ador'd by the Egyptians^ thofc Sons of 
Contradidtion, who confecrated their Animals to the Gods, and 
then worshipped them, and upon Occafions kill'd them. (Can 
we behold fuch Inftindts in the Crocodile^ &c. without acknow- 
ledging the Divine Wifdom that ordain'd 'em !) No Nation more 
knowing, and- more fotiiih, e.g. Upon rfie Statue of Minerva^ 
or the Goddefs IfiSy was this Infcription viz. I ivasjhe that was^ 
that am^ and foall be^ and that am every thing. Which being an 
exaft Interpretation of the Word yehovah^ and the (ame Defini- 
tion the Almighty appropriates to himfelf, I can't, fays the Learned 
Jurieu^ conceive, now a Nation that was arriv'd to fuch a high 
Degree of Knowledge, fliould have worfliip'd Bullocks — as Gods. 

P L UTAR Cif gives a ftrange relation of them, viz. that in cafe 
of any extraordinary Calamity, as War, Plague, Famine, the Egyp^ 
tian Priefts ufed to threaten the facred Beajis moft horribly : If 
they failed to help them, they wnipt them till the Blood followed ; 
and if the Calamity did ftill continue, they kill'd thofe facred 
Beafts by way of Punifliment -f-. The Reverfe of this is given us 
in a Clan of Tartars^ who, when expofed to any imminent Ca- 
lamity, facrifice their Priefts, in order to intercede for them with 
the Gods, in the other World. 

It has been faid, that the Afp^ when exafpera ted, did, with 
an credled Head, caft: out of its Mouth liquid Poilbn; but it 
now appears, it darts it only by its Bite, or by Poifon taken i 
from it by force^ and poured into a Wound made by another ; 
and both the Wounds fo made, foon terminate in an ea^ plea-- 
(ant Exit ; which is fuppofed to be the reafon why Queen Cleo^ 
patra chofe thi^ kind of Death, that is, to poifon herfelfbyan 
Afpick Dofe. This reminds me of a certain Herb I have read of 

in 

* JonfMus Hj/l. Nat. dt Serpent^s. p. 15. f JuriiU from Plut. dilf.i^ Ofir* - 
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in jirabUy which (accordiog to the Tradition) if a MMWiJlept 
uptniy he died in his Sleep without any Pain. 

A Certain learned Pen, makes this Ren^ark upon Cleo^ 
patra's Cafe, viz. that fhe was not bit by an jtfpy as fome have 
aflerted, but did that which was more feciet and fure; that is, 
after (he had bit her own Arm, infufed Poiibn into the Woundi 
expreflcd before-hand from an Afp by Irritation, and prefcrved ia 
a Phial for that purpofe: Or, as Die lays, {he wounded her Arm 
with a Needle, or Dieffing-pin, and then poured the Poiibn into 
the bleeding Wound. This feems probable, becaufe no Serpent 
was found in her Chamber or near it. 

The ^een^ in order to find the moft eafy Paflage out of this 
Life, made an Experiment upon Criminals by various kinds of 
Fdfon, and Application of diverfe forts of Serpents, and found 
nothing came up to AJpick Poifony which throws Perfo;is into a • 
pleafiint Sleep, in which they die* . 

Obf. If it be faid, that in tlie Triumphs of AuguJiuSy Queen 
Clecpatra is drawn with an Afp in her Hand: 

I A Ns w E R, That I apprehend that Device might only be Pidlor 
rial^Licencty or a Flouriili of the Painter to afielft the People, by 

filajing the Heroifm of a Woman, who to prevent the Di%race 
Captivity, embraced Death at the hands of a Serpent^ a ter- 
rible Creature, , to which none has fo great an Averfion as the fe- 
male Sex. Excufe a poetick Digrefiion. 

On the A S P and its PO 1 8 O N^. 

Welcome thou kind Deceiver ^ 
T^bou beji of Thieves ! who with an eafy Key 
Do/i open Ufe^ and unperceiv'd by us^ 
Even fteal us from our felves'j difcbarging fo^ 
Death's dreadful Office^ better than bimjelf. 
Touching our Limbs fo gently into Slumber i 
That Death Jiands by^ deceived by its own Image ^ 
And thinks bimfelf ajleep -f-. ; 

So M E 

'^ Plutarch*s Lives of Marc Antm. and CU$patra^ and Fr. Ridi Nptilis Antini 
Exptriment. p. 170, — i, — 2,— 3. 
+ Dryditij All fir Lovi. 
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S0JMe are of Opinion, that the A/p is David's deaf Adder ^ 
Pfal. Iviii. 45. They are like the deaf Adder that flops her Ear^ which 
will fiot hearken to the Voice of Charmer s^ charming never Jb wifely. 
They are like the deaf Afp^ fays the Hebrew and the Septuagint. 
The word in the Original * P^/i6^;7, q. d. Unperfuadednefs; htnce^ 
wicked Men are calldl Air£i9eK in the New Te/l. unperfuadablc, 
which the J5»f//yZ> Tranllation renders Difoiedient, Tit. i. 16. 

The common Tradition is, that when Men by Inchantments 
and Charms have attempted to take thefe Serpents, they ftopt 
one Ear with the Tail, and the other was either deaf, or made fo 
by laying it clofe to the Ground. Some are of Opinion, that 
there is a fort of ,Afp that really is deaf, which of all others is the 
moft dangerous, and is meant by the Royal Prophet here. 

That there was a Pradtice of charming Serpents by fome Art 
or other, fo that they could neither hite nor ^ingy feems evident 
from the facred Writings, e.g. Eccl. x. 11. Surely the Serpent 
will bite without Inchantment. Jer. viii. 17. F II fend Serpents^ 
Cockatrices^ among you ^ that will not be charmed^ and they fball 
bite yoUy fays the Lord. 

Among other Things the Word Charmer^ fome fay, figni- 
fies one that conjoins and confodates; that is, that by Sorcery 
gathered Serpents together, and made them tame and familiar; 
or the Perfon may be fo calPd, becaufe by Magick Art^ he aflb- 
ciated with Demons^ the Lords of Serpents. 

W E are inform'd by Hiftory, of fome who have fummoned 
together a hundred Serpents at once; but by what method, I 
leave the Reader to judge. Mont anus ^ a famous Phyfician, and 
Profeffor at Padua in Italy^ lays he law this Coadunation of 
Serpents. 

The learned Dodlor Cajaubon tells us, he had feen a Man, 
who from the Country around him, would draw Serpents into 
the Fire, wliich was indos'd in a magical Circle : When one of 
them, bigger than the reft, would not be brought in, upon repeat- 
ing the aforelaid Charms, it fubmitted to the Flames. 

V7 E read of a famous Charmer at Saltsburgh in the Circle of 
Bavaria \ that, when (in light of the People) he had charm 'd a 
great Number of Serpents into a Ditch, where he kill'd them; 

there 
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there came a Serpent of great Bulk, fuppofed to be the Devil^' that 
leapt upon the Charmer, and immediately flew him *. 

Answer me, lays Paracelfus, (the celebrated iw//i Phyfician, 
who did wonderful Cures by Liquids extradted from Vegetables,) 
from ^ence is it, that z Str^nt of Helvetia, Algovia, or Suevia, 
does underftand the Greek Idiom, Q^, Ofya, OJy\ that they 
fhould, at the firft Sound of thefe Words, fiop their Ears, remain 
immoveable, and do us no hurt with their Poilbn ? From whence 
he infers, there was a Power in Words to operate upon the Ear, 
without Superflition. The Antients feem to have entertain'd 
fome favourable Thoughts of the Power of Spells upon Serpents : 
Their Poets fpeak often of thefe Charms and Incantations. 

Frigidus in pratis cantando rumpitur anguis. Virgil. 

Vipereasrumpo verbis, CS carmine fauces. Ovid. 

Ingue pruinofo coluber dijlenditur arvo, 

Vtperes coeunt abrupto corpore nodi, 

Humanoque cadi t jer pens afflata veneno. Lucan. 
PHILOSTRATUS dcfcribes particularly how the Indians 
charm Serpents — they take a Scarlet-Coat embroidered with golden 
Letters, and fpread it before the Serpent's Hole, and thefe golden 
Letters have a fafcinating Power over it, and therewith its Eyes 
are overcome and laid alleep -I*. 

I F we confider the ftrange Things done by Force of Words, {o 
much extoU'd in Antiquity, it will be no wonder to fee Letters, 
out of which Words are form d^ made the Rudiment andfirji Studv 
of human Life : But as to the Mode of Operation by Words, the 
Learned are not agreed. 

Some fay, there is a natural Virtue and Efficacy in Words, 
and appeal to the notable Feats done by Force of Eloquence. This 
was the favourite Study and View of Orators*, in this they 
triumph'd, and never wanted Acclamations and loud Applaufes. 

I N Plutarch, we have, among others, one remarkable Inftance, 
viz. Cafar, upon the Accufations brought in by Tubcro againft 
^intus Ligarius {Pompefs Friend) he was refolved to facrincc 
that Rebel, till he was charmed by the Words of the Orator that 
})leaded in his favour No fooncr did Cicero begin his Oration in 

* Do£ior Morels Antidote. 

/ Hii^Life of ApoUonim Tyanaus, writ at the Defire of the Erpprefs JvUa, lib, 3, 

Iiii 
3 
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his defence, but Cafar's Countenance chang'd, and his Indigna- 
tion begun to foften but when the Orator touch'd upon the 

Battle of Pbarjalia (where C^far was Conqueror) Cafar's Heart 
tender'd, his R)dy trembled with Joy, and certain Papers in his 
Hands dropt to the ground. — And when Cicero had iinifh'd his 
Oration, Cafar's Wrath againft his Enemy was intircly extin- 
guilh'd; and Ligarius was fet at liberty*. The fame Orator, 
by the Dint of Eloquence, overthrew the Conftitution of the De^ 
cemviri. 

Others (ay, there is a mighty Force in Words in fuch a 
^onCy and Talifmanical CbaraSiers, rightly-adapted Figures, and 
Images tinder certain Conjiellatitms •[•. 

Some affirm that Magick confifts in the Spirit of Faiths for 
Faitb is the Magnet of Magicians ^ by which they draw Spirits to 
them, and by which Spirits they do wonderful Things, that to 
vulgar Eyes appear like Miracles. No doubt but feveral extra- 
ordinaiy EfFefts have been afcrib'd to the Devil, that in reality 
were natural, and artfully diiguifed : The Story of Sieur Brioche^ 
a famous Puppet-player, is well known, who in a Town in Swit^ 
zer/andy where that Show had never been feen before, he was ap- 
prehended as a Warlock or Magician, and ran the hazard of be- 
ing puniflVd as fuch J. 

Others affirm, that Charms by Words are but means to 
heighten the Imagination; and the ftrangc Efledts produced by 
'em, flow'd only from the Adlivity of an exalted Thought, or 
Fancy of heated Brains. In proof of this 'tis iaid, that if a -^Wo- 
man at a certain Seafon, ftrongly fix her Imagination upon any 
particular Obje<ft, the Child will bear the Image thereof. 

I T H I N K /tis pretty obvious, that thofe extraordinary Im- 
^ preffions made by Pagan Sothijis upon the Minds of their Au- 

dience by the Charms of Rnetorick, pad for a divine Afflatus or 
Infpiration ; and therefore in fuch Cafes, we (hall find this For^ 
viula (Aliquis nefcio qiii^ Deus) frequently ufed by Enthufiaflical 
Orators^ as well as ilitix Poets: Thus Cicero fpeaks of himfelf, that 
he was mov'd by a certain Impetus or Ardour |I : Apollmius Tya-^ 

neuSy 

♦ Plutarch's Life of Cicerc. 

+ Paracelfusy C. Agrippa^ Life of Mr. Duncan Campbell^ A. D. 1720, page 256. 
GaffareL ^ % Dc Saint Andre's httt^rs. || Nulla ingenti^ fid magna vis animi 

injiamantis ut me ipfe non teneam. 
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neus^ who was looked upon by the Chriftians as a notorious Ma- 
gickh, being afk'd by the Governor of Rome under Nero^ what 
was his Profeflion? he anfwer'd, ^««<r^«>,s an Endaufiaft, q. J. Fa- 
natic, Conjurer. 

'Tis true, that wonderful Things have been done by Words, 
but how veriai Charms operated upon Serpents, wants Explica- 
tion: Qffome Inchanters 'tis iaid, that by vocal and inilrumental 
Sounds, they have charm'd Rats, Mice and Serpents, ibme into 
a ftupid State, and others into a flexible fubmiflive State. 

A remarkable Infbnce in Rats we have in the publick Records i 
of Hamelen, (an antient City on the River IVeJer in Germany, \ 
about 28 Miles S. E. of Hanmer) where the following jflxangc 
Account is regifter'd, viz. 

That in June 26. 1284, a certain Stranger undertook to 
deftroy an Army of Rats with which the Town had been long 
pefter'd, on promife of fuch a Reward j and immediately playing 
on his Pipe and Tabret, the Rats march'd out, and followed the ^ '^ 

Mufick to the River, where they were all drown'd: But being 
denied the Reward, he threatened Revenge; and next day he 
went about with the fame Mufick, and mofl: Children in the 
Town followed the Piper to the Mouth of a great Cave on a 
neighbouring Hill call'd Kappelberg, where he and and they entered, 
and were never heard of after. 

I N remembrance of this fad Cataftropbe, the Citizens for many 
Years after, dated all their publick Writings ^^w the Day they 
loft their Children, as appears by their old Deeds and Records: 
They flill call the Street thro* which the Children went out, 
Tabret^Street \ and at the Mouth of tlic Cave there is a Monument 
of Stone, with a Latin Infcription, giving the Particulars of this 
tragical Story. ^w 

A s to the other Inflance, viz. Serpents charn?d into a duftile ^ ^ « 
manageable State, 'tis thus accounted for; viz. Serpents, they 
fay, are flrangely influenced by the Smell of thofe Emanarions, 
proceeding from the Cornus^ or Dog-tree (whv not the Cornelian^ 
Cherry, antiently dedicated to Jlpollo?) and tnat by a Wand or 
Rod taken from it, they are thrown into an obfequious Temper -— 
** When touch'd by a Rod from that Tree, they are immediately 

intoxkated, but fo as to be able to follow the Motion of tl^e 

Rojl ; but whether by reafon of fbme greit Diiproporticri or 
' 1 r. , • ... . K r . , *; Incom- 
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Incompoffibility, between thefc fubtilc Effluvia and the Tem- 
perament of the vital, ipirituai Subftance of the Serpent, or by 
what other way, we are not told *. The Sal&fras-tree, a Na- 
tive o( America y is call'd Cornus alfb, whofe Wood is very odo- 
rous and fragrant." Now, iay thefc 'Gentlemen, why (heuld 
it feem impoffible, that he who undcrftands this invincible En- 
mity, and how to manage a Rod of the Camus with Cunning and 
Dexterity (having firft intoxicated a Serpent by the Touch there- 
of) fhould during that Fit make it obfeivc, and readily confbrtn 
to all the various Motions of the Wand, tb as that the unlearned 
Spedators, perceiving the Serpent to approach the Enchanter^ as 
he moves the Wand near to himfelf, or to retreat from him, as 
he put the Wand from him, or turn round and dance as the Rod 
is mov'd to and fro, or lie frill as in a Trance, as the Rod is held 
frill over it; and all this Time, the People knowing notUng of 
the Virtue in the Rod, are cafily deluded into a Bchef, that the 
whole Scene is fupernatural, and the main Energy radicated m 
thofe Words or Charms, which the Impoftor with great Cere- 
mony and Gravity of Afoefts mutters ft)rUi, the better to di%uiie 
his Legerdemain, and diffemUe Nature in the colour of a Miracle. 

The Rattle-fiiakes in America are faid to fecure their Prey by. 
Incantation ; for they have the Power or Art, (I know not which 
to call it, %s my Author) to charm Squirrels, Hares, Partrid^, 
or any fuch thing, in fiich a manner, that they ran diredUy into 
their Mouths: This I have fcen, adds he, by a Squirrel and one 
of the Rattle-fnakes ; and other Snakes have in Ibme meafure the 
iame Power -f*. 

It is allowed indeed, that tlierearc dumb Creatures thzt do ex. 
ceed Man i iLfcmc fenfitle Perceptions^ prticukrly in that of Sme/- 
^nvK^^^mr ^^^S* ^ xln^^arrierSy and other Dogs. How ftrangc, that 
^ ' Odours from the Hare's Body, ftiould to aficdi the Nofc of a 

Hound, as to raife in him that Senfation or Scent, by which he 
follows her all the Day (tho* he never had a Sight of her) thro' a 
Cloud of Oppofition, frcxn perplexing intricate Places, and Efflu* 
viums proceeding from other Animals! 

These Emanations are exceeding fine Effluvia, or Particles 
jBy ing off odorous Bodies in all Diredions ; and as they float in the 
Air on the Sur&ce of the Earth (within their Atmofphere) ftrike 

againfr 

• Charkm. t Natural Hiftoiy of CariUna^ J. D. 17 ii, page 129. 
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^jainft the Dog's Nofe, and produce that Seniation of Smell.- 
N. B. The Jntenfity of Smell in all Creatures, is in proportion to 
the Deniity or Thicknefs where we are : This Dcnuty is always 
dimini(h'd in prc^rtion to the Squares of the Diilances from the 
odorous Body. 

Y E Ap a uttle Cur^ by the Power of Smelling, can find out his 
Maflier among Thou£uids, will trace his Steps thro' Crouds in Fairs 
and Markets ; yea, throughout a whole 0)untry. Our Hiilories 
inform us of Dogs in (bme parts of this Ifland^ that being put up- 
on the Scent, would purfue a Thief and a Murderer; and if he 
crois'd a River, would iinell where he entered, and fwim after 
him; and when anived at t'other fide, would hunt about till 
they found where he landed, and then run on, till they oveijook 
Uie Criminal. 

I N Animals is a iulphurous or oily Matter, fb attenuated and 
fubtiliz'd as to become volatile, which is denominated a Spirit: 
Now that there is fuch a Spirit in Man, and a peculiar one too in 
every Man, is evident from thefe Dogs, which will purfue the 
Game by their Nofe, and follow their Mailer's Track, and di- 
ilinguiih it predfely; yea, tho' a thouiand other Perfons had pafl 
the fame way, 

I T muft be by meer Force of Smelling, that the Dog is able 
to do this, that is, to diftinguifh hisMafter from all Men by the 
Inftrumoitality of his Nofe. 

Therefore there muft be fome Q)ecifick Matter exhaled 
from the Mailer's Body^ which the Dog can perfo^y diflinguiih 
from the various Effluvia flowing from all other Peribns. 

The Dog muil exceed us, in that he can thus exa^y diicern 
his Mailer^ by thefe fubtUe, oily, or fulphurous Effluvia, which 
no human Noie was ever able to do. 

W E find the like Spirit in the Hound, who when put in the 
Track which a Deer has lately been in, will follow the Steps of 
that Deer thro' all crofs Paths of a thoufand others, and at lail 
finde out that individual Deer among a whole Herd of thofe Ani- 
mass. 

I N Scotland Bxc a iprt of Dogs (in Colour generally red and ipotted 
widi black, or Uack v^th red) of eictraordinary Sagacity, beings 
as 'tislidd, put upon the Scent, will pucfite Thieves with Succelss 
and the Ufe of them has been autnori&d by thq. Magiflrate— -> 

K 2 Nulks 
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Nullus perturbet aut imbediat canem trafantem^ aut homines tran^ 
Jcntes cum ipjb adjequenaum latrones aut adcapiendum makfaSiores. 

N. B. Trafantem is a Word latiniz'd from the old French 
Tracer or TraJJer^ fignifying to follow by the Track. 

I F any fhou'd fuggeft, That this derogates from the Wifdom 
and Goodnefs of the Creator, who has given to fome Beads 
ftronger Perceptions, Nerves more exquifitely fine and delicate 
than he has beftow'd upon Man : 

I Answer , this is fo far from derogating from divine Wif^ 
dom and Goodnefs, that it is an admirable Inftance and lUuflra-* 
tion of both j for were our olfadtory Nerves fufceptible of fuch- 
quick Senfetions as Dogs and fbme other Animals, we fhou'd be 
coQtinually annoy'd with peftiferous Fumes and Exhalations, {o 
as not only to render moft Situations troublefome, but even Life 
it felf miferable and wretched. 

Such quick Sen&tions may be very ufeful to carnivorous Ani- 
mals, fb as to diredl them to their Prey, but to human Beings it 
wou'd be very vexatious, if not peftiferous and deadly. I Siall 
only add to this Digreffion, a (hort Hint about the Magick Arty 
the mofl furprifing of all Arts, and in its firfl Appearance moft 
innocent and ufeful. 

Among the antieht Chaldeans, Babylonians and Persons, 
where the Art-magic v^ras firft and prindplally cultivated, it fig-' 
nified no more than Wifdom-, and hence the Sophi, or Wilemeiv 
of the Greeks were by them called i^yo^^ that is. Magicians i who 
being acquainted with many of the hidden Powers of Nature, di^ 
redted them in fuch manner, as to produce Effedts, whofe C^ufes 
being unknown to the Vulgar, were attributed to Damons. 

Hence the Art in . procefs of Time came into EHfirepute^ and 
Magicians have been cenfur'd, as working by Compact with the 
Devil: But this is invidious; for in the Gofpel we find, the Magi 
or MagicianSy are faid to come from the Eajl to Jerufalem, faying, 
where is he that is bom King of the Jews? for we^^are come to war^ 
fhip him. No body can imagine this to be undcrflood of thofe that 
have been called Sorcerers, Wizards, Conjurers, Witches or Magi^ 
cians, in the modem Senfe of that Word * ; for thofe who were 
familiar with, the Devil, would fcarce come to enquire after him» 
who came to deftroy his Works. 

The 
^Mtin. ii. ij 2. 
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The Notion of Witches in the Days of Ignorance and Super- 
ftition, was very prevailing in this Mand, but of late Years has un- 
dergone a parliamentary Excommunication; though the Lanca^ 
Jkire Witches, who are conftituted of the fairer Part of the fairer 
Sex, triumph even over our Senators, and will maintain their faf- 
cinating Charms, while their rival Beauties, the Sun and Stars 
endure. 

We read of a certain King of Egypt ^ who having aflembled 
\m Magical Priejis without the City Memphis^ caus'd them to en- 
ter where the People were gathered, by beat of Drum: All of 
them made fbme miraculous Difcovery of their Magic and Wif- 
dom. One had his Face furrounded with a Light, like that of 
the Sun, fo bright that none could look earneftly upon him. 

Another feem'd as if enrob'd with precious Stones of di- 
verfe Colours, red, green, yellow, or wrought with Gold. 

A Third came mounted on a Uon^ compafs'd with Serpents^ 
like Girdles. 

The next came in with a Pavilion, or Canopy of Light, di- 
flended over his Head. 

Another entered furrounded with Flames of Fire, turning 
about him \ fo that none durfl come near him. 

After bim appeared one with dreadful Birds, perching about 
his Head, and {baking their Wings like Vulturs and black Eagles. 

The la/i made his Appearance with an Army in the Air 
marching before him, of winged Serpents and terrible Perfb- 
nages. In fine, every one did wlut was taught him by the 

Star he ferved ; and after all, the whole Scene was but an Ap- 
parition and lUufion, according to their own Confefllon to the 
King, when the Farce was over *.■ Something analogous 

to this are the Magic Lanthorns in our days. 

I N antient times, the Word Magician generally fignified Men 
of Wifdom or Learnings i. e. of fuperior Knowledge in Things 
natural and divine, and more efpecially in that fort of Learning 
relative to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, as we learn from Porphyry^ 

ApuleiuSy 

* This Paflage is taken out of the Egyptian Hiftory of the Pyramids — by iWi/r- 
/tf^'the Jrabian^ printed at Tibi^ a City in Jrabia^ 14th of Rtgebfy 992; which 
correfponds to Jufy 22d, 1584; about 156 Years ago s tranflated into French, and 
into JSr^liJby 1672. 
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Apukitis^ and others. And fedng the inlpircd Apoftte ^es them 
that Name ( Magicians) not as a Mark of Infamy, but a Title of 
Honour, therefore does the Englijh Tranflaticm ftile them JVife-^ 
men^ fuch as the old Greeks odled tr^/poi^ Sages of their Time ♦. 
How, and how far this Art is degenerated, I refer to the Judgment 
of the Learned : We fee there are Revolutions in Words, as well 
as in Families and Kingdoms ; a Magician being formerly a ff^ife^ 
many as well as a Knave an honeft one. Sed tempora mutantur. 

I Sh AL L only add to the Ajpick SubjeB^ the Tribute of Ve- 
neration paid to this poifonous Animal in the Land of Egfpt. 
The Hiflorian fpeaks of a certain Perfbn, who in digging, nap- 
pened unawares to cut an Afp with his Spade, and went mad up- 
on it,-«-was taken into the Houfe ofSerapis^ an Egyptian Idol,-— 
the Relatives of the Patient praying the SpeSfrum of that Serpent 
might be deftroyed,— which being accordingly done by Magick 
Art, the Man was cured.— -By this we fee, how highly !^/ps 
were venerated among the Egyptians^ who not only fufFer'd them 
to live, but to live in their Homes, where they were carefully fed, 
as Favourites of the Family ^. And Queen Clecpatra's Cafe was 
not fingular, for the Ferfian Kings kept an exquifite Poiibn by 
them, made of the Dung of an Indian Bird, which would kill 
without putting them to paio» that they might ufe it themfelves 
in cafe of any Di&fter %. 

DEMOSTHENES, who flew his Soldier, when he was 
afleep, was a merciful Executioner; a kind of Punifhment the 
Mildnefi of no Law has yet invented. It is ftiange that Lucan 
and Seneca ma[de no difcovery of it. 

Sleep is a kind of Death, by which we may literally be 
faid to die daily $ and in diis Senfe^ jidam may be (aid to die be* 
fore his final Exit. 

VIIL I NOW proceed to die Serpent Scytale; the Name is 
borrowed from the Greek Word oxuTaAu, a Staff, or any thing like 
a Cylinder, of a long imooth round Form ; the Body of this Ser- 
pent being in (hape equally round, like a Rolling-Stone^ with very 
Lctlc Variation in the Extremities of it 

It 

♦ Boirhaave*s New Theory, p. an. 

t Cicurantur cibo, cum mfantihis vivunt, bf cnpitum i^itmtm voasta ex earn' 
fridcunu Jonftonus^ p. i6. % AtUs, ApM. 
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I T £>rnis a beautiful ProfjpecS):, being an Aggregate of moft 
charming Colours, (therefore called the Painted Serpent by Man- 
tuanm.) It may be view'd without Danger, becaufe flow in its 
Motion* 'Tis an Error in Lucan to attribute its Slownefs to a 
Defign of enticing Spei^ators, if it be not Poetica Licentia. 

When releafed from its Winter-Confinement, the firft thing 
ihe doesi fays the Hidorian, is to refrefh her languid Body with 
Fennel-Leaves ; but does not tell us what is done, in cafe that Herb 
can't be readily found. It muft indeed be allowed, that wild 
Fennel is a common Herb of the Field, and well known and of 
Ufe in Phyfick ♦• The Poet obferves, that no Snake cafts her 
Coat in Winter, but the Scytale ^. 

This Serpent being adorned with beautiful Colours, excufe a 
(hort Digrefllion upon the Dodtrine of Colours in Natural Bodies. 
Know theiiy Colours arc the Children of Fire and Light. 

I. Where there is Light ^ there is Fire-, and Fire (hews itfelf to 
be prefent by Ljght. The Senfatioii of Light is produced when 
the Partklcs of Rrc, diredted by the Adkion of the Sun, reach the 
Eye in right Lines. Now, Fire thus entering the Eye, gives a 
Motion to the optick Fibres at the Bottom of the Eye, and thus 
excites the Idea of Light. 

II. FIRE difcovers itfelf by Colour; for all Colours depend 
upon Light, and Light depends upon Fire; and different Colours 
appear in Natural Bodies, as their Sur£ices are difpofed to refle(5t 
this or that fort of coloured Rays more than others. Cobur is 
a Property inherent in Light. 

Colours therefore are not connate with Natural Bodies, 
which are all of the fame Hue in the dark. To this the Poet 
alludes, when he makes Darknefs the DeJiruSiion of Colours %. — 
Colours are only in the Rays of the Sun: In Natural Bodies is 
a Quality or Power to refled: the iJght falling upon them, which 
ftriking the Eye, produces in the Sped;ator the Senfation of Co- 
k)ur« 

Clouds 

• /EUan^ GyUii Acaffio. 
t Et Scytab fj^rfii tti§m nunc fela fruzMh 
Exuvifis pcfitura yutf j.— — Lucan*s Pharf« 
% Rihus n9x abftuKt atra c9lares.^r^yu%ik 
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Clouds often appear very beautifully coloured; they confift 
of aqueous Particles, between which Air is interfperfed ; therefore, 
according to the various Thicknels of thofe aqueous Particles, the 
Cloud will be of a different Colour *. 

IX.j4MPHISBM NA Serpent, fo called from a/^^* Gf P«»v«, 
BicepSy a Monfter with two Heads. This is a fmall and weak Crea- 
ture, equal in Bulk to a little Finger, and about a Foot long, of a 
whitifti or terraceous Colour; of the oviparous Family, of finall 
Eyes, no otherways vifible than the Prick of a little Needle; lives 
much under ground, and is often found by digging; feeds upon 
Ants. Under this Head, the Hiftorian mentions three Serpents, 
n)iz. 

The Brafilian^ that has two Heads, and moves as a Crab -f-. 

The Taprobanenfian^ with four Heads ; and he who believes it 
muft have a four-iheaded Faith. 

The Hungarian y of which elfe where. 

The fame Hiftorian adds, that the marine Amphhhana^ 
taken in the Englijh Sea, has two heads. Ibid. Pliny^ JElian^ 
Lucan^ Mantuan^ — affirm it has two Heads; Mattbiolus denies 
it, Hefycbius is doubtful. Mention is made of a Serpent found 
near Chipping-Norton^ not for from Oxford^ having two Heads, and 
Faces like Women; one being (hapcd after the new Tyre of that 
Time; the other was habited after the old Faftiion, and had great 
Wings refembling thpfe of the Flinder-Moufe or Bat %. This 
happened in the Reign of Edward III. 

A Spa?iiJ}j Author fays, that in Chiapa he found a two-headed 
Serpent, 18 Indies long, in the Form of a Roman T, and very ve- 
nenious; it does not only kill, adds he, by its bite, but if any 
tread upon that part of the Ground over which 'twas juft gone, it 
proves fatal ||. The Poet alfo fubfcribes to two Heads **.——— If 
^ this two-headed Serpent has flain its Thoufands, tliere is a certain 
metaphorical three-headed Serpent on die Banks of Tyber^ that has 
flain its Ten Thoufands. 

Perhaps 

♦ Boirhaave^ Grave fand. t Acojla^ % £/0i(;*s Annab, £md<9ff, printed » 1631 • 

II Antomo de Herrerah Hiflory of America. 

•* Et gravis ingenium furgeni caput AmpbUbana.'^''\jMQZXiy p. 270.. 
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Perhaps the Reafon of afcribing two Heads to this Ser- 
pent, might be, becaufe it is faid to poifon by the Tail and Teeth. 
Others lay, both Ends are fo like in Figure and Bulk, that they 
are not eafily diftinguifhed. 

I T feems probable to me, that this Serpent, like fome Infefts or 
Worms, has a double Motion, antrorfum& retrorfum^ which made 
fome of the Ancients conclude it had two Heads ; one in the ufual 
Situation, the other Jn the Extremity of the Cauda. Its Body is 
of equal Thicknefs, and recommended to the View by various 
and delightful Spots *. 

We read of this Serpent in Gothland j where it comes forth in 
the Spring before all other Serpents, being more able to encounter 
the cold Air "f*. Some Authors tell us, that its Skin wrapt about a 
Stick, drives away all Serpents 5 which I place among the Tales of 
Antiquity. 

This Serpent is found in the Lybian Deferts^ and alfo in the 
Ifland of hemnosy in the Mgean Sea. The Pundture made by its 
Wounds is fo fmall, that it can icarcely be difcerned, yet termi- 
nates in a dreadful Inflammation and a lingering Death. 

ERASMUS was puzzled about the Senfe of that Greek Pro- 
verb Wp^ « ^*9«, bydrus in dolio^ a Serpent in the Hogfhead. 
The Meaning of it^ faid an Interpreter of Dreams, is this : A cer- 
tain Perfon had a Veflel of Wine, that was conflantly diminiQi- 
ing, tho' carefully iock'd up ; the Reafon of which he could not 
account for, till he empty'd the Veflel, at the bottom of which he 
found a Serpent rioting in Wine ;{;. 

PERHAPsas good an Interpretation may be this, that there 
was Venom in the Cask (of which the Serpent was an Emblem) 
to all thofe who rioted in the Bowls of Excefs. Not fo, fays a 
Son of Bacchus 5 for 

He thirfty Earth Jbaks up the Rain, 
And drinks, and gapes for Drink again. 
The Sea it/elf, which one would think. 
Should have hut little need of Drink, 
Drinks Ten thoufand Rivers up."—^ 

L The 

* Cwrsd. Gejker. Mliam. ColumtlU^ lib. vi. 

t OUms Magitus Hift. B. xzi. % Conradus Gefaer. 
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lie bufy Suriy and one ivouldguefs 
Bfs drunken fiery Face no lefsy 
Drinks up the Sea.' ■ ■ ■ 
Fill up the Bowl tben^ Jill it bigb^ 
Fill all the Glajfes there , for why. 
Should every Creature drink, but If 
Why, Man of Morals, tell me why ? * 

Some of the Poets have thought this jimpbisbana to be the 
Hydra Lernaa, the many-headed Serpent, that was very terrible 
to the adjacent Country, and flain by Hercules : When one Head 
was cut off, many others fprung up ; fo that there was. no way to 
deftroy the Monfter, but by cutting off all the Heads with one 
Stroke. 

T H o' there be no Amphisbanick Animals, there is fbmc Re- 
lemblance of it in Plants, whoie Cotyledon is always double, and 
in the common Centre of the two, is a Point or Speck, which is 
the Plantule, or the Tree in Embryo ; which Plantule being aded 
on by the Earth, warmed by the Sun, begins to expand, and 
ihoots its Root both upward and downward. Thus, in a Bean 
committed to the Ground, we fbon fee it to cleave into two 
Parts, and in the Fiilure appears a little Speck, which fends out a 
Root downwards, and a Bud upwards.— —A remarkable Phaeno-- 
menon, &ys the Note on Boerbaave's Theory. 

X. Among Serpents, Authors place Dragons; Creatures ter- 
rible and fierce in Afpedt and Nature. They are divided into 
Apodes and Pedates, fome with Feet, and fome without them j 
fome are privileged with Wings, and others are deftitute of Wings 
and Feet: Some are covered with (harp Scales, which make a 
bright Appearance in fome Pofition. Some have obferved, that 
about the Ganges, are Dragons whofe Eyes fparkle like precious 
Stones. 

They differ in external Form : The DracoMpades are repre- 
fented by a human Face, and fightly Countenance; the reft of the 
Body in a tortuous winding Shape. In one of Dr. yobnjdn's Fi- 
gures, a Dragon is made to appear like a Man^s Face^ with a Gre- 
nadier's Cap on the Head. Some differ in Colour, fome are 

black 

• Covjie/s Anacrcon. 
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black in the nj^er Part of the Body, according to Philofiratus ; 
red, according to Homer ; yellow, according to Paufanias i and 
Lucan makes it a golden Colour ^. 

The iame Hiftorian obfervts^ that ia the Atlantick Moun- 
tains, they kill where they touch, and thofe that are in the King- 
doni of N4irfingaj and dwell in the Woods, kill all they meet. 
Ibid. f. 

I Presume, the Author means Narfinga^ a potent King* 
dom, bounded on the Eaft with the Bay of Bengal^ that noble 
Part of India^ fays Herbert X ; where the Monarch is always at- 
tended with 1000 for his Guards, has 5 or 6000 Jeflers, and rec^r 
kons it one of his chief Titles to be the Hufband of a Thoufand 
Wives. 

Dragons are Inhabitants of Africa and AJia\ thofe of 
India exceed moft in Largenefs and Longitude : In the Tower of 
London^ i3 the Skin of one, which is of vafl Bulk. In Mtbio^ 
pi^j they have no Name for Dragons^ but Killers of Elephants^ 
which is fuppofed to be the largeft of Land-Animals. 

Over the Water-gate in the City of Rhodes^ there is fet up 
the Head of a Dragon^ which was 33 Foot long, that wafted all 
the Country, till it was flain by Deodate de Gozon, one of the 
Knights of St. John Baptijl ||. The Knights of that Order had 
frequently attacked it, but in vain ; for its Scales being proof a« 
gainft all their Arms, it deflroyed fo many of them^ that the 
Grand Mafter forbad them to engage the Monfter any more. 

GOZONj who, after feveral dangerous Onfets e^ped with 
his Life, refolved to make another Trial by Stratagem ; perceiv- 
ing it was no where vulnerable but in the E3res and Belly, con^ 
trived the Refemblance of a Dragon by a Machine of Paftboard, 
of equal Bulk with the Dragon, and by certain Springs made it 
leap like a true Dragon : Having trained up a Couple of fierce 
Dogs to attack it at the Belly ^ he went out privately one Morning, 
well-armed on a managed Horle with his Dogs, and rode up to the 

tf 2 Den, 

• PbiloftrstKs di VtU Afol lib. iii. cap. X Hmer. lUsd. lib. 12. Lucsm. Fhsrfit. 
in Jonfiwi Hifims Sirpeminmj p. 3), 34. 

f UnJejimdsm in nrhres o* €bam$ dracanes Jiftinxere. 

X >His Travels into Africn and Afis^ cbe famous Empires of Perfin and lnd$' 
fisn^ — Oriental IQands. 

I AiUs G99g. Ansiplkh p« 43>*-4* ftom Tsvemiir and Dm Mmt^ 
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Den, from whence the Dragon leaped furioufly at him : In the 
Encounter, the Dogs laid hold on his Belly, and forced him to lie 
down ; upon which the valiant Knight alighted, thruft his great 
Sword feveral times into hir Throat, and foon killed him : Upon 
which the Spedlators drew near, and with great difficulty fever'd 
the Head from the Body, and lugged it into the Tawiv in Tri- 
umph. 

The Conqueror was degraded for the fake of Form, becaufe 
he had violated the Grand-Mafter's Order ; but was immediately 
reftored, and foon after was elefted Grand-Mafter himfelf ; he 
died in the Year 1335, and on his Tomb were engraven thefe 
Words, Draconis ExtinSlor ; 7he Dejlroyer of the Dragon. 

I N the Life of Attilius Regulus uhe Roman General in the War 
againft the Carthaginians) is defcribed a Dragon of prodigious 
Bulk near the River Bagrada^ that annoyed all the Country rounds 
without Remedy. Several Devices were formed to deftroy it, but 
without efFcdt, till the Military Pof^was called in, who difcharged 
the Engines of fFar againft it with Succefs i And fo great was this 
Deliverance, that an Ovation^ or a fmall Triumph, was publickly 
made at Rome for the Victory. 

XL Th e Pythian Dragon, fo called from its being the Guar- 
dian of the Delphick Oracle : Its Eyes are large and (harp, and 
the Body painted with Variety of Colours, as red, yellow, green 
and blue, andfurnifhed with Scales that are refplendent, well com- 
pa(fted and hard. It has been called Deucalionaus^ becaufe in the 
Language of Ignorance, it was produced from the Mud left by the 
Deucalionian Deluge: a Serpent of prodigious Bulk*. 

PTTHO N is alfo taken for a prophetic Demon, by St. 
Luke f.-^jis we went to Prayer^ a certain Damfel pojfeft with a 
Spirit of Divination^ (having the Spirit of Pythoj according to the 
Greek) which brought her Mq/iers much Gain by Sooth faying^ that 
is, by Predidtions, telling of Fortunes. Python of the Greeks is 
fuppofed the Typhon of the Pkasnicians^ and the Pkcenician Ty- 
pbon to be Ogg King of BaJIoan^ and Apollo that flew it, to be 
Jojlma. Apollo is called Pythiuj from this Serpent, or from fome 
notorious Tyrant of that Name, flain by him, as the anticnt Geo- 
grapher 



OF SERPENTS. 

graphcr obferves. •So Gefner from Paufanias. Thfi Prieftefs 
oi Apollo y that delivered the Sacred Oracles, was called Pythia 
and Pythoniffa. This Pytbonick Spirit among the Gentiles, was* 
cfteemed as^a God, and by Jiiveml is ftyled Vates^ a Prophet. 

The Prieftefs that delivered the Sacred Oracles, was called 
Pythia^ from Apollo Pythias^ and muft be a pure Virgin. Moft 
of the Fathers of the Church were of opinion, that it was the De- 
vil gave the Anfwers, which were generally dubious, a Sign of hi& 
Ignorance about Futurity. 

One OanomauSy a certain Pagan Philofopher, highly refenting 
it, that he had been fo often befooled by the Oracles, fpeaks to 
Apollo thus — ** When we come toconfult thee,, either thou know- 
*' eft Things to come or not. If thou knoweft them, why doft 
*^ not thou fpeak fo as to be underftood ? If thou knoweft not,, 
** why doft thou pretend to it ? If Things neceflarily come to- 
" pafs, why doft thou amufe us with Ambiguities? ♦" 

F. BALTHUSy a learned Jefuit, and F. Boucbet^ fsiy there were 
real Oracles, and fuch that can never be attributed to Priefts and 
Priefteflcs; and that the Devil ftill gives Oracles in the Indies^ and 
that not by Idols, which would be liable to Impofture, but by the 
Mouths of Priefts, and By-Standers; and that the Devil becomes 
mute, in proportion as the Gofpel prevails. 

** It is generally believed among the more Learned, that the Pa- 
gan Oracles were mere Frauds and Impoftures, and calcu- 
lated ta ferve the political Views of Princes, and covetous 
Ends of Pagan Priefts." According to the learned Bayle 
they were meer human Artifices 5 and he is.feconded by Fan^ 
dale and Fontenelle. But to return to the Oracle at Delpbos^ which 
was very antient and much in vogue before the Trojan War : The 
Situation of the Place, where People were made to believe God 
fpoke, was at the Mouth of a certain Cavern, whence they received 
their Intelligence. The Prophetefs fat upon a Tripodium, z thv^* 
footed Stool, aflifted in her Function by divers PrieftSv 

Under her Seat, 'tis faid, that fome time there appeared O: 
Dragon, through whofe Throat Refponfes were audibly delivered, 
with a loud and ftrong Voice : According to Eufebius^ a Serpent 
rolled itfclf about the Tripod, on which the Prieft fat. 

OE'- 

• Eufetius. 



77 



<c 
cc 



• a 



?* 



78 A NATURAL HISTORY 

Of all Oracles, that of Apollo Pytbius at DelpboSy in the Mgean 
Sea, was the moft celebrated, and confulted as the dernier Refort by 
the Princes of thofe Times ; yea, all the Greeks reforted thither 
for Counfel in Matters of Importance. At the firft opening of 
that Oracular Office^ Anfwers were given to the Querift in Vcrfcj 
but upon People's ridiculing the Poornefs of the Verfification, 
the Oracle fell to Profe. *Tis ftrange, that what they made a God^ 
could not make 2i goodVerfeyhni not ftrange to fee the old Serpent 
adhering to its firft Scheme of Politicks, by making the weaker 
Veflel the Vehicle to convey his ftrong Delufions to the World. 

Some of thcfe Draconick Serpents excel in the Senfation of 
Hearing and Seeing, as well as in the Art of Killing ; and therefore 
a Dragon was made the Confervator of their Treajures and Curiofi- 
ties; e.g. Mauritania in Africa, was famous for the Gardens of the 
Hejperides (fo called from three Sifters and Daughters of King 
Hefperius) that produced Golden Apples^ and were guarded by a 
DragpHj which Hercules having killed or charm'd into a profound 
Sle^, he robbed the Golden Orchard. 

The Rod of Mofes^ 'tis faid, ivas turned into a Serpent. The 
Syriack^Arabick^ and Septuagint Tranflations, fay, 'twas turned in- 
to a Dragon ; and fo the Rods of the Magicians became Dragons. 

XII. The Bafilisk or Cockatrice^ is a Serpent of the Draconick 
Line, the Property oi Africa , iaij%Mlian, and denied by others: 
In (hape, refembles a Cock» the Tail excepted. Authors differ 
about its Extradion ; the Egyptians fay, it ^rings from the Egg 
of the Bird Ibis -, and others, from the Eggs of a Cock : Other 
Conjedlures about its Defcent, being as ridiculous, I forbear to 
mention them. N9r are they agreed whether it more inclines to 
the black or yellow Colour.; nor are their Sentiments le& various 
about its Stature. 

It isgrofsin Body, of fiery Eyes, and (harp Head, on which 
it wears a Creft, like a Cock's Comb ; and has the Honour to be 
ftiled Regulus by the Latins^ the Little King of Serpents i and 'tis 
generally fuppofed to be terrible to them. The Sight of this 
Animal, and Sound of his Voice, puts them to flight, and even to 
over-run their Prey*: Yea, Tradition adds, that his Eyes and 
Breath are killing; that is, I prefume, when he gfafpsthe Spoil. 

Several 

• Sikilp'ijiiS re'ifMOS itrreri ^ ff^djm dere/itt^mre. 
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Several dreadful things are attributed to his venemous Qualities, 
fo fing the Poets *. 

According to Pliny znd other antient Hiftorians, this Ser- 
pent in its Motion, inclines to the Ere<fl; it goes half upright, 
the middle and pofterior parts of the Body only touching the 
Ground. The Venom of the Bafiliik is faid to be fo exalted, that 
if it bites a Staff, 'twill kill the Perfon that makes ufe of it ; but 
this is Tradition without a Voucher t. 

The rcafon why this Serpent is dubb*d Kingy is not becauie 
'tis larger in bulk than others of the Fraternity^ orbecaufe it wears 
a Crown, or becaufe that Title feems to be recognized by a divine 
Prophet, who fpeaking of Abaz and his Son Hezekiab, fays. 
Out of the Serpenfs Root jhall come forth a Cockatrice^ and bis 
Fruit jhall be a fiery flying Serpent. The Hebrew exprcffcs it by 
a word, that fignifies a Prince or King^ but not with a View to 
Empire over the Terpentine Race. 

But 'tis moil probable, that the royal Stile is given to this 
Serpent, becaufe of its majeflic Pace^ which feems to be attended 
with an Air of Grandeur and Authority. It does not, like other 
Serpents, creep on the Earth ; which if it did, the fight of it 
would not be frightful, but moving about, in a fort of an ered 
Poflure, it looks like a Creature of another Species, therefore they 
conclude 'tis an Enemy. Serpents are for Uniformity, therefore 
can't endure thofe that difier from them in the Mode of Motion* 

TT I s faid of this Creature, that its Poifbn infcdls the Air to 
that Degree, that no other Animal can live near it, according to 
the Tradition of the Elders famous for magnificent Talcs. Thefe 
little Furiofo's are bred in the Solitudes of Africa^ and are alfo 
found in fome other Places, and every where arc terrible Neigh- 
bours. 

The crown'd Bafilifk leads me to OvU, who, fpeaking of 
Man's eredt Poflure, fays ^is a Mark of Diftin<ftion due to the 
Excellencies of the human Mind : 



♦ Tam teter vacuas odor hinc exhaktt in auras, 

Arque propiiiquances penetrant non fegnicer arcus. Nnan. 
Ante vencni nocen^, late fibi fubmovec omne 
Vulgu'> & in vacua regnac BaflHfcus arena* laicavm 270. 
+ Julian. Gjliii Accejjio^ cap. xviii. p. 247. jMfi§m Hifttrui Natura'Jerf^ 

P- 54a 35- 
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A Creature of a more exalted kind 

JVas wanting yet ; and then was Man dejigridy 

Conjcious of Tboughty of more capacious Breajl.- 

2. And partly as an Enfign of Royalty, fome Charadlers where- 
of Naturalifts have obferved in fome other petty Principalities; 
fuch as the Crown on the Dolphin, Diadem on the Bafilifk, the 
Lion's ftately Mane, which ferves as a Collar of Honour.— • 

But Man, being vefted with an univerfal Monarch, walks 
iipon the Earth, like a Mafter in his own Houfc. 

XIII. The Cacilia or Typhlinus^ the blind Worm, as the 
<jreek word imports; not that it wants Eyes, but becaufe they arc 
(o little, that he muil: be furnifh'd with good Optics that can dis- 
cern them : And the Ear alfois as remarkably dull, therefore call'd 
by the Greeks x«^i«^ * ; of a brown Colour, full of Spots, varie- 
•gated : The Belly is blackiih, the Neck iky-colour'd, garnifh'd 
with certain black Spots ; Head like a Lamprey, and is as free 
from Poifon : Little Teeth, a forked Tongue, and may be handled 
without hurt -f*. 

This Serpent feems to refemble thofe People which we call 
Myops^ i. e. Moufe-eyed, or purblind, which nappens when thie 
Eye is fo convex^ that the Rays of Light unite, bciorc they come 
to the Refina^ which makes the Eye alfo look fmall^ whence the 
Wame %. 

The CaciUan Serpent is about a Foot long, and diftinguifhablc 
from our common Serpents by the Form of its Body, which is al- 
moft of the fame Craflitude, excepting two or three Inches at the 
extremity of the Tail. Conradus Gejher tells u?, his Wife ftruck 
one of thefe Serpents on the Head, when 'twas pregnant, and it 
immediately caft forth its young II . 

XIV. The Generis^ or Cencrina is a fpotted Serpent, and very 
venemous^ denominated from Milium^ a fmall Grain call'd Mil- 
let-feed ; to which Hiflorians compare the Spots wherewith this 

Serpent 

t Nicander calls it ar^i>Airrov, quod nulUm nbxam infcrat. Jonpnus, p. 19. 
X From tuKPaw excxco, ic»^, ^xfurdo, 
I Qtfntr^ p. 36. £lhn. 
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Serpent is adorn'd: For the fa^mereafon, a certnifl Species o( the 
Herpes, that is, a cutaneous Diftemper, which is a kind of fpread- 
ing Inflammation, (and is like Millet-feed on the Skin) is called 
Miliary : And by fome, this is called the Miliary Serpent *. 

This Serpent is compared by Nicander to a Lion -, either for 
Cruelty in thirfting after Blood, or for its Courage^ which ap- 
pears in all its Attacks. How furious in all its Wars, ofFenfive 
and defenfive! always fighting, Lion-like, with an ereSled Tailt 
Which leads me to a Digreflion about the T^urkijh Standard^ 
which is a Horfe-Tail ereSled: The Original of that Cuftom was 
this, viz. One of the Turkijh Generals having his Standard taken 
in a Battle with the Chrsjiiam, and perceiving his Men difcouraged 
by the lofs of it, he cut off a HorjU-Tail^ and faflening it to the 
top of a Half-pike^ advanced it on high^ crying out, Tlbis is the 
great Standard^ let thofe that love me follow it : Upon which his 
Men rallied, fought like Liens^ and obtained the Vidory -f-. 

B u T to return to the Serpent, which moving in a diredl Line, 
goes fail, but being of great Bulk^ can't fuddenly wind about X^ 
Circumvolution is the way to avoid its Menaces. 'Tis commonly 
found in the Ifland of L^m/^^i (the old Dipolis^ and now the Sta^ 
limene of the T^urks) and alfo in Samotbr^cia^ an Ifland in the 
Archipelago^ a Province antiently famous for the j9/V Cabiriy that 
is, certain Gods worfliipped by the Samotbracians and Pbeniciansy 
and had in fuch high Veneration^ that it was a Crime to mention 
Names fo facred among the People jj. Some fay they were God's 
JMiniAer-s, others think they were Devils. 

X V. The Acontia **, called by the Latins^ Serpens Jacularis^ 
and by fome, the Flying Serpent, becaufe of the Celerity of its 
Motion. In Lemnos 'tis call'd Sagittarius^ the Bowman or Archer: 
By the modern Greeks^ Saeta^ a Dart 5 for it flies like an Arrow 
at its Prey ^f -f-. A certain Pcrfon in Cato'^ Army call'd Paulusj was 

flain^ 

* j^lf aliquibus MiUarss appellatur. Jonftonus^ p 20. f Tavtrnier. 
^ Et [emfer redo Upfurus limite rencris. Lucan. Pbtr&I. p. 2^9. 
H Bocbart Geogr, Sacra^ lib. i. cap. 12. 
•• Axt T» oMvroqf quod, jaculi inftar, fc vibrec. 

++ Rumpat & Serpens iter inftitutuin 
hi per obliquum fimilis fagitcac * 
Tcrruit maDno8^ 

M 
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(lain, not by the Poifon, but the Violence of its Blow * : Pro- 
bably on the lateral part of the Scull. 

Authors are not agreed about its Dimenfions. Ambrofinus 
fpeaking of one he had feen in the Bononian Mufaum^ fays, 'tis 
about the thicknefs of a Staff, and about three Foot long : It is 
found in Egypt ^ its Wounds arc dreadful, being attended with 
Putrefa6lion and Defluxion of the Flcfli. 

That which Bellonius faw, was three Palms long, or firteen 
Inches and a Finger's Breadth. iV- B. Palmus (lands for two dif- 
ferent Mcafurcs ; Palmus major contains twelve Fingers ; Palmus 
minor^ four Inches. 

It lies in wart under Bufhes, from whence it ru(hes out una- 
wares, and flies like an Arrow at Paifengers : Before it leaps at 
the Prey, it lies on the Ground, and turns itfelf round, to give 
the greater fpring to the Motion, by which (he'll do execution 
at twenty Cubits diftance -f-. 

These nimble Leapers arc found among the Weft-Indians^ 
cfpecially in Hifpaniolay where there are little Serpents in green 
Apparel, that hang by the Tail on the Branches, from w hence 
they fuddenly leap upon their Prey. Among the Sabaans are 
fome cloathed in red, four Inches long, that thus leap upon Men 
ttnawartfl ; and hurt, not only by ftriking, but touching. 

Th I ^ Serpent refembles the A(h in Colour, inclining^to the 
white. It travcrfes the Libyan Provinces, where it makes travel* 
ling dangerous : It is al(b found in the Ifland oi Rhodes \ an Ifland 
on which, the Poets tell us. Golden Showers are raiiid^ and wher* 
the Air is never fo clouded, as to hinder the Light of the Sun. 
It appears alfo in Norway y according to Olaus Magmis. 

One tells us, that he was inform'd by one yobn Vitus^ ft 
learned Hungarian^ that there were in that Country little Serpents 
about fix Inches long, and without a Tail, therefore called by the 
Vulgar, the curtaiFd Serpent, the whole Body is much of an 
equal thickne(s ; and thefe, upon View of their Prey, leap upon 
it with the Swiftne(s of an Arrow ±. 

XVL 

♦ — — immifit (jaculum vocat Africi,) Terpens 
Perque caput Pauli crao(adla tempora fugit 
Nil ibi virus egit : rapuit cum vuloere facum. 

Luc ami Vbarfaba^ lib. ix. p* 27^* 
t J^nftpmity p. 20, 21. t Cpirrml. Gefn^r. im Vnhum. 
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XVI. The Druina Serpent, from ^r, an Oak, by Scaliger 
called ^erculus ; it takes its Name from the Oak, in whofe hol- 
low places it feems to refidc ; and to which, it retires for Refuge, 
when aflaulted by Hornets.— —Some credulous Authors have 
faid, that thefe Serpents take up their hybernal Lodgings about 
the Roots of the Beach- trees^ and by virtue of the Warmth, 
which thofe Roots derive from them^ that Tree, fo enhappy'd, 
flouriflies all Winter. 

This Serpent is of the amphibious kind, and a moft venemous 
Creature, therefore rang'd with the firft Order of the ferpentine 
Race. *Tis of monftrous bulk *, guarded by a rough fquamma- 
tick Armour, in the Cavities of whichj 'tis faid, little Flies build 
their Nefts. Whether it appears in white or blue Habit, is not 
material, nor do I fee what Honour it gets by wearing a Coronet 
on its Head. 

In the Language of Tradition, to tread upon it will caufe ati 
Excoriation in the Foot, (tho* no Wound be given) and a Tumor 
in the Leg; yea, adds the Traditionift, the Hands that attend 
4he Patient, will be in danger of lofing their Skin : But he who 
4)eiieve8 all the Fables of Anti<|uity5 is in more danger of lofmg 
Ikis Reafon. 

Th £ Druinical Serpent goes under various Denominations. 'Tis 
faid to follow the Actmtia in Authors, becftuf^ its Figure exactly 
4)uadrates with Belknm^ dart Serpent $ arid Scaiiger w^s in the 
UtM Sentiment *f . 

, Btt f I (hall only mehlldft thai df Gberfiitui^ frbhi Nieafii^^ 
40 Jon/iMus, p. 2S. or CbefydtuS^ CAlled by forte t Sed^SftdtHi 
•which the learned Sir Hans Shane deftribe^ thus^^-^^'' That it is 
'' more flat than moft Of th« ctK:hliani Marines, cotiliftihg only 

•* of Circumvolutions, round ihfe Axis of the Shell j of a fine our- 

" pie Colour." He olWs it C(k:b/ed MdHna J, arid not Without 
.reafon, becaufe of their difference in Magnitude. 

The terreftrial JDmina lives upon FrogSi and other Ihfe6t& ; 
(fnany of them are found in ylfrica-lnterior^ and the Hellejpont 
by Ctmftantinople. It is a fetid Animal^ and fe&ds forth an ill 
Scent^ efpecially when its Body is wounded {]. 

M 2 This 
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• It is a Load for a Porter. + J$npomiu Artkut xiri. p. 21. 

X His Voyage 10 Jamaica^ vol. i. p. 34. | ^tian. Gjllias, Gejhvr. 
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This Serpent exceeds mod in bulk, and loudnefs in hiffing^ 
which refembles the Cry oi Sheep and Gcats^ ibid. Gyllius makes 
the Druina to be the Chelydrus^ delcribcd by the Poet, who 
makes it 2l Calabrian * : Of which, more in another place. 

XVI L The Elops or ELipbis of the Antients, which fome 
confound with the Cacilia^ as jonftonus obferves : It is of the 
amphibious Sort, and known at Lemnos^ where 'tis call'd Lapbiati 
by the Natives. In Aldrovandui'% Study, jimbrojinus faw the 
Pidure of this Serpent, which was about three Foot long ; the 
Belly is of a yellow Colour, the Back is brown, and diftinguifh- 
able by three black Lines -f-. 

There is a marine Elope, an Animal counted facred by the 
Poets, a Set of merry Mortals, famous for turning every thing 
into a Godf or Ridicule. The Hiftorian mentions a certain Fi(h 
fo called, that upon any loud Noife made on Land near the Shore» 
would immediately haflen towards the Place, as if it would fee 
who durft rival Triton in Sound ; Triton, Herald oi Neptune, So- 
vereign of (he Sea. 

XVIII. The Pareas or ParvaSj is a Serpent of a fiery Co- 
lour, ftiarp Eyes, wide Mouth, two Feet fituated near the TaiV 
by vvhicb us Motion is guided X* It is called the Serpent of ^£/cu- 
lapiuSy being of a gentle, innocent, friendly Nature. In Itafy 
they frequent Houies, and are no more dangerous than common 
Eels ; and if provoked to exercife their Teeth,, there is nothing 
venemous ia tnc Bite. This is fuppofed by fome to be the Italian 
Baron: One of its commendable Properties is^ that it devours 
poifonous Serpents ; and therefore is facred to the Myfleries^ and 
highly efteem'd in the Tomple of Dion^s^ 

GESNER |[, from Albert us fay% it goes as it were upright, on 
its Tail, not perpendicularly upon the fharp End, but on that part 
of the Body joined to the Tail : It is bred in Syria^ Alexandria^ 
and in the Eaft, Gfr. Thefe Serpents are known alfo in Spain 

and 

* ■ ■ ■■ NiJore ehelydrot 

Eft etiam tile mulus colubris in fattibus snguis 

Voftquam exhaufia falus,--Wixg. Georg. 1. iii. This is applied alfo to the HjJritt, 
t R^jr. 

X Et content us^ iter cauda fuUare ? areas. Lucan. Pharfal. 270. 
I Sia^f^ ^^^^f^^ ^T^^9fs i;raditur Ju^f caudam, l.v. p. 65. 
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and other temperate Regions, and every where cfteemcd Enennies 
to hunfal Serpents, and Friends to Mankind j therefore were con- 
fccrated to the divine Mjculapiiis^ that great and glorious Exemplar 
of Humanity, 

XIX. The Dip/as or Dipfacus is a little venemous Reptile of 
t;he Afpick-kind *, lefs than a Viper, but kills fooncr ; and is moft 
remarkable in this, that when it bites, the Poifon brings an un^ 
quenchable Third on the Perfon affedted, who finding no Relief^ 
runs to the Water, and drink^ till he burfls afunder 'f*. 

The Poetick Hiftorian obferves, how Aulus^ an Enfign- 
bearer in the Roman Army in jifr\ca^ was flain by this Serpent y 
at firil he felt little or no Pain from the Bite, but as foon. as it be- 
gan to operate, he was immediately fcorch'd to death \. Gakn 
calls this Serpent Diabetes^ and JEgineta Dipfacuiy from the in- 
curable Third that accompanies its Bite : By others 'tis called 5/- 
iula^ becaufe of the burning Heat caufed by the Wound. 
. I T is about a Cubit in length, lives in fait Marfhes and Shal- 
low Waters ; it dwells in Arabia^ Rhodes^ Africa^ efpecially in 
Libyay where fome Branches of the venemous Family live on Ca- 
mel's Flefh, and Locufts dried in the Sun. The more hot the. 
Climate, the more terrible the Wound, as it is in that hot Coun- 
try, where they have no Springs, but a few fait Wells, which en- 
crcafe the animal Appetite of Thirft. The learned Venetian 
makes the Serpent Dip/as an Hieroglypbick of illicit LcFoe^ the 
Poifon of which will, without timely Repentance, excite the 
Thirft of DiveSj who wanted a Drop of Water to cool hi& 
fcorched Tongue ||. 



\ 



XX. Common Snake. Thefe Serpents in their Summer-rambles 
haunt among Bufhes, moiTy Grounds, uliginous and unfrequent- 
ed Situations. In a fultry Day they may be feen balking them- 

felves 

* Some make it of the vipcrine fort. One calls it Vlpna Jiticuhfa^ ViferMptem 
faeltntes, Avicenna. Conrad. Gefner, p. 42. Inter aj^idem & v'tferam^ fays ano*- 
thcr. IhU. f Acceffio Gyliiiy cap. 47. 

' % 'Sanguinis Aulam 

Tdrta cafut retro Dipfas caUata momordif. 
Vise ^0 'or' — p. 270. 

I Joannif Fierii Valerinni Lellunenjis Hiero^^jphica^ inter Core&anea, p. 34* 7Tr»- 
lus^ Amoris ignes. 
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fclves in the Sun, near their Apartments: The Sight of a Perfon 
puts them to flight ; and upop a clofe Purfuit of them, they make 
a Stand, raife up their Heads to a confiderable height, and oppofo 
the Enemy with a loud and angry Hifs. No Danger is appre- 
hended from their Bite, and they are handled with Impunity. 

This Species of Serpents refcmbles the Mfculapian^ that has 
been fed in fome Families ; and when provoked to ufe the Teeth, 
the Danger is no more than that from a Bee, whofe Weapons 
arc defenfivc, and not employed without Provocation : In Winter 
they retire into fubtcrraneous Spaces, where they lie dormant, tili 
the vernal Sun invites them out. 

Though they propagate as Vipers, it does not appear that 
they fit on their Eggs, as moft oviparous Animals do ; for we often 
find a Brood of young Serpents in old Hedges and Dunghills, and 
ap vifible Sign of a common Pafiage to and from the Neft. 

XXI. The Elephant la Serpents arethofc whofe Wounds caft 
People into a Leprofy or Roughnefs of Skin, like that of an £le« 
phant : HenceLeprofy proceeding from inward Diforders, is callM 
Elephant ia or Elephant iajis^ which is a cutaneous Difeafe, makes 
the Skin fi:urfy and rough, in Colour refembling that of an Ani- 
mal, that in Bulk and InteUigence is fuperior to all four«footed 
Beads, 

ELEPHANTS In India are (aid to be about 12 Foot high, 
and of a Moufe-colour, the Skin not only roughs but hard, fo hard 
that it is not penetrable by a Sword ; their Eyes like thofe of Swine } 
two Teeth hang out beyond the reft, which are Ivory. 

We have an Account in Hamilton'^ Travels, of an Elephant 
in the EaJi^Indies^ which a Man was condudling one Morning 
to water, and pafling clofe by a Taylor's Shop, who was work- 
ing at an open Window, the 7ayhr had the Courage to prick 
him with his Needle : The Beaft did not then feem to refent the 
Affront, but when he returned from the Water, which he- hav- 
ing artfully muddled, took into his Trunk; as he came back by 
the Taylor's Window, fpouted it in his Face, which very much 
difobliged a Piece of Scarlet-cloth on his Table. 

That Elephants are fubjciSl to Wrath and Revenge, is evi- 
dent from other Inftances : e. g. We read of an Elepham, that 

wheji 
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when he was brought into a certain Tlieatre, faw, as he pafs'd 
along, a Keeper of wild Beafts, fitting in the Market-place, whom 
he fuddenly killed : And that the occafion of this Revenge was, 
bccaufe the faid Keeper about ten Years before had ftruck him 
with a Sword in that fame Place *. 

And Acofia writes, that a Soldier in the Town of Cochine^ 
had throwA the Kernel of a Nut at an Elephant, which the Ani- 
mal took up and carefully hid : Some Days after, the Elephant 
feeirtg the faid Soldier pafs by, threw it in his Face, and went 
away leaping and dancing. Ibid. 

Ik that &me Town, another Soldier, meeting an Elephant 
and his Keeper, would not give way to them : Whereupon the 
Keeper complained to the Elephant of the Affront, who fome 
days after^ (landing on the River Mangata^ which runs through 
the Town, and feeing that fturdy Soldier ftand idle, ran haftily 
towards him, lifted him upon his Trunk, and plunged him feve- 
ral times in the River i after which, he drew him out, and left 
him where he found him. Ibid. 

XXIL The Scorpion is one of the Inhabitants of the World in 
Miniature ; though a little Infed, yet is reckoned to be one of the 
chiefeft among flinging Animals, whofe Poifon in different Re- 
gions is lefs or more dangerous, as it is exalted by various degrees 
of Heat. It has eight Legs, and two large Claws, refembling 
ihofe of a Lobfter, and a Body like a Crab or Craw-fifh : They 
are of various Colours, as red, white, yellow, black : They differ 
alfo in their Size and Kinds, as the marine, terreftrial, reptile,^ 
winged, hurtful and innocent. 

Some are of the Bignefs and Length of a Man's Finger, not 
much longer than a Beetk or a black Fly : Thofe known to us 
are of a brown Colour, the Back compofed of Joints refembling 
thofe of a Crab,, but more cruflaceous. 

Authors differ about the Tail, whether it be knotty or 
not ; but all agree, that it is furnifhed with a terrible Sting, worfe 
than the knotted Whip. Many places produce Scorpions of the 
minute fort, not much exceeding the length of a large Bean. 

Others 

• Michael Gly cat's Annal. par. i. in the Memoirs of ihc Royal Society, vol. v, vi. 
p. 28O) 281. ikid, p. 281. \ 
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Others arc more bblky, as thofe at yerufakm, and all 
about *S)r/tf, not unlike our little fluvial Crabs for bignefs, which 
they call Gambari. 

I N the Ea/l' Indies are large Scorpions of the winged kind j (o 
in Egypt, where it is reported they are armed with two Stings *. 

It is oWervable, thefe large Scorpions taking their flight 
againft the Wind, fometimes drop down^ and fo are taken by the 
Country- People, and perhaps fent to fcorpionize other King- 
doms. 

The Sea-Scorpion is a flying Animal, and of a red Colour^ 
whofe Elefti is good^ and rtuth better than what they call Scor-* 
peena^ that aflfei^s muddy Water and moorifh Habitations. 

The re is a vaft Spread of thefe venemous Animals over the 
World, both of the winged and creeping kind, in the Eaflern 
and Southern Climates. Some of them move with Taik fome- 
what erected, others trailing on the ground ; and are thought to 
be more dangerous than the former : The Coal-black Scorpion is 
accounted the mofl hurtful ; 'tis faid, that in many places in 
Perfia, the Inhabitants dare not fleep in XJround-rooms, for fear 
of thefe little plaguy Crcatufcs, the mofl: terrible of all Night* 
walkers: Of which more elfewherc. 

A Cert Ai N Hiftorian informs us of ftimulaling Scorpions^ 
that infeft Cajhan in Partbia : They are of fmall Size, not ftrong 
in Body, but very terrible in their Wounds, there being the 
greatefl Malignity in their Strings ; upon which is grafted this pro- 
verbial Curfe in that Nation, May a Scorpion of Caflian Jling 
thee ^ : But Cbardin, Tavernier^ and others, place Cajhan in Per^- 
fia^ ** where they are very much infefted with Scorpions at all 
" Seafons, but cfpecially when the Sun is in that Sign, which is 
" one of the twelve Signs in the Zodiack ; fo that 'tis become, 
" fays another Hiftorian, a Curfe, May the Scorpions of Cafhan 
*^ Jling thy Gulls*' This occafions every one to be provided with 
Jovereign Remedies againft them, which is a piece of Copper^money 
they put upon the Wound, take it oflf 24 Hours after, and apply 
a Plaifter of Honey and Vinegar. The Hotfiein Ambal&dors fay 
they are very black, of the Length and Thicknefs of a Man's 

Finger, 

♦ Cotrradus Gefner in Verbum^ P- 4* ' 
t H^ri^r/'s Travels, Bcx)k ii. p. 13. 
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Finger, and run fader than Crab-fiihes, with their Tails always 
crefted *. 

W E read of a certain Emperor of Ferfia^ who defigning dto 
make a Tour into Media^ durft not undertake the Journey^ for 
the vaft Quantity of Scorpions lying in the Road : So that he was 
obliged to detach a great Number of flout Fellows to deflroy 
thofe pefliferous Animals^ promifing a fuperior Reward to them 
that kiird mod : Till this Execution was over, he durfl not ven- 
ture his dignified Carcafs abroad.* The Scythian Scorpions are of 
the large Size, and terrible when they fhoot their Stings. 

I N Madagafcar^ a large African Ifland, are feveral Sorts of 
Scorpions, particularly Water-Scorpions^ that lie in the Marflies 
and flanding Waters, which are very mifchievous, killing Dogs 
and Beads, and then fucking their Blood. There is another Sort 
of Scorpions with a great round black Belly, that are very dan«-> 
gerous \ for thofe wnom they flrike immediately fwoon, and 
fome for two Days are weak, and cold as Ice. . The only Reme- 
dy they have, is that ufed againfl: Serpent's Wounds, viz. to fet 
the Patient by a great Fire, and giving him Antidotes to expel the 
Poifon, which proves a Cure -f*. 

In Italy^ Land- Scorpions are caird Scurtifcio^ hecau& they 
have their Poifon neUpizzOj in the Extremity of their Tail, 
Among the Germans^ pizzo \%Jharp^ z&Jpitsals een naalde^ point- 
ed as a Needle : The Country-people bring them in Sack-fuls to 
Florence^ and take them out with naked Hands, as if they were 
fo many Eels, which fuppofes them to be of the innocent Kind» 
like thoie nvhite Scorpions in Pharos^ a little Ifland in the Mouth 
of Nilus^ where there is plenty of thefe pacifick Animals, who of- 
fer no Violence to their Neighbours. Mention is made of other 
Provinces where they live and hurt no body \. 
■ B Y the Spaniards the Scorpion is caird AUticran^ from an 
Ifland in America^ called the IJland of Scorpions y for the numerous 
Multitude that ravage the Place. In Brafl is a vafl Number of 
Scorpions, and fome four or five Foot long, in Shape like thofe of 
Europe-, but not fo venemous : Some of them chuie to kill them- 
felvcs rather than die by the Hands of an Enemy. A certain 
Gentleman who inadc the Trial obferves, that a Scorpion being 

N furrounded 

♦ Dakt of Holjleiits Ambafladors Travels into Perjiaj fparfm. 
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furrounded witba Circle of burning Coals, chofe to fting iticif to 
Death rather than be burnt. 

In Ceyhn in the Eaji^ Indies^ they have raiany Species of Ser- 
pents ; as, 

XXIII. The Pimbera Serpent^ whofe Body is laid to be as 
big as a Man's Middle, and in Length proportionable. The 
C^tures of this Kind fecure their Prey, even horned Beafts 
(which fometimes are pretty large) by a fort of a Peg, or pmnted 
Hooky that grows upon the Extremity of the Tail : They are flow 
in Motion, and therefore fkulk in hollow Places ; and when they 
have taken the Spoil, tho' horned, they fwallow it s^live, and 
whole ; which often proves &tal, becaufe the Horns may goar the 
Belly. More, further on. 

XX iV. The Noya Serpent is another ill-natur'd Indian^ about 
four Foot long, will ftand with its Body half upright two or three 
Hours together, thereby difplaying an Air of Majefty : The In* 
habitants call it the Kif^'s Snake. 

The iR Poifon in that Part of the Country operates va- 
riDufly : Some after they are bitten, ^11 into a profound Sleep, 
alid without fbeedy Help die in at)out fix Hours time : Others 
grow diftrad^^ and if negled^ die in twenty-four Hours, and 
Ueed at all the Pores of the Body, and are irrecoverable : Of 
which before ♦. 

XXV. The Polonga Serpent is five or fix Foot long, and a 
mod yenemous Creature, deftroying all manner of Animals that 
fall within its Circuit, as well as Men, Women and Children. 
When the Noya and Polonga Serpents happen to meet, a bloody 
Battle enfues; they fight till one be kill'd, and then the Conque- 
ror eats up the flain. 

XX VI. The Coires Capelksy Sea-ferpents from eight to ten 
Yards long, aremoft dangerous Beads, and frequently kill People 
in that Country "f-. 

When Alexander was in the Ea/l^IndieSy he and his Mace-- 
doniam wereftrangely alarm'd by an Army of Serpents that fallied 

• upon 

• jitlM G99gr. Afs. i IM from BsUtMS. 
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upon 'cm from the Woods, which would foon have dcftroy^d 
them, but for the Humanity of a Native^ who diredled them to 
a certain Herb that cured their Wounds, and faved them firom 
Ruin ♦. The fame Hiftorian adds, that in thofe great Deferts, 
frequent and terrible Scuffles happened between Elephants and 
Serpents about Water, when they met at a Spring, and it fo fell 
out fome time, that both perifli'd j for the Serpent roll'd it felf 
about the Elephant's Leg by feveral Folds, who finding himfelf 
wounded, falls down, and in j&lling often crufhes his Enemy to 
death. Ibid. 

I N America is a vaft variety of Serpents, and fome of prodi- 
gious Dimenfions ; in particular, they are very numerous and 
large in Cordillera^ i. e. Andes^ or high Mountains of Chile^ 
which Mountains, Antonio de Herrera calls a Prodigy of Nature, 
not to be match'd in the kind : They are two Chains of high 
Mountains, about 1 500 Leagues in length : In that fpacious Re- 
gion are Adders red as blood, feven or eight Foot long, which 
in the Night appear like burning Coals, but not fo dangerous as 
other Serpents, that are Imps of Darknefs. Acojla and other 
Writers tell us, that the Devil appear'd among the Americans in 
the (hape of a Serpent. 

There are fo many Sorts, fays Nieubof^ that the Brajilians 
reckon up no lefs than thirty-two, moft of which are here ac- 
counted for. 

XX VIL The Caudifonant^ or Rattle-Jhakey is a large Species 
of the Viper, and in its exterior Form every way (imilar, the 
ruftling Tail excepted ; it moves with as much Agility as if fup- 
ply'd with Wings, called therefore the Flying-Snake : It has fmall 
Eyes, and four Teeth longer than the reft, of white Colour, and 
fharp, like Thorns ; the Head is guarded with fmall Scales, the 
Back with larger and thicker Armour -, the Tail ' is compofed of 
feveral looie bony Articulaments that make a roaring Sound, loud 
enough to be heard at a diftance ; and therefore called the BelU 
Snake. 

I T is common in Virginia^ where it appears to be from three 
to four Foot long, and reckoned to be very poifbnous ; but fcarce- 
ly hurts any, unlefs provoked ; and when offended, like the God 

N2 of 
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of War, makes dircdtly at the Enemy, without dread of Confe- 
quences. 

I N the Hiftory of Peru^ an Account is given of a young Wo- 
man who was wounded by a Rattle- fnake, and died on the Spot, 
before any Relief could be had; and when they came to take up 
the Corpfe, the Flefti came off her Bones ; fo fpeedily did the 
violence of the Pcifon diffolve the ftrudlure of the Body. 

The method of killing this Snake, is thus given by Captain 
Silas Taylor^ viz. Of the Leaves of Dittany of Virginia (/. e. 
wild Penny royal) bruis'd, we took, fays he, and having fauen'd 
them at the end of a cloven Stick, we held it to the Nofe of the 
Rattk'fnakey who by turning and wriggling, laboured hard to avoid 
it; but was kill'd with it in lefs than half an Hour's time, and as 
is fuppofed by the meer Scent of that Vegetable *. This was done, 
A. D. 1657, in July^ at which Seafon thofe Creatures arc re- 
puted to be in the greateft Vigour for their Poifon : It is alfo re- 
markable, that in thofe Places where this wild Penny-royal 
grows, none of thefe Snakes are obferved to come -f*. 

The bruifed Leaves of the Virginian Dittany are very hot, and 
biting upon the Tongue : Probably the ftrong Smell of it might 
flop the Paffages of Refpiration in thofe Animals, or ferment 
with the Blood, fo as to fufFocate them. In Grejham College at 
London may be feen fifteen Skins of Ratde-fnakes checkered—— 
Some appear in A(h-colour : Several Rattles of thofe Snakes, 
moft of them compofed of above ten Joints. 

XXVIII. The Salamander is an amphibious Serpent, very 
much fpotted ; fuperior in Bulk to common Lizards. 

The Land- Salamander is a little poifonous Reptile, that re- 
fembles the green Lizard, but more grofs in Body ; and is found 
in Germany and other Places. 

CONRJDUS Gefner fays he faw one of 'em on the Alf^ 
pcrfedtly black, with a fhort Tail : When wounded, a kind of 
milky Liquid runs out. In Germany are feveral great Woods^ 
where black Salamanders have been feen ; ^ejie Mattbioh %* 

Th is 

* "Regnaulty vol. ii. from Journ. desScav. \666^ p. 113. lA^tb9rf% Abridg. of 
Pbiiof. Tranfaa. vol. ii. p. 811. f UiiL 
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This little ftrange Animal affedts moift, cold and folitary 
Habitations. In fomc parts of Germany great numbers of them 
have been found in a Body piled up, one upon another : They 
are of the oviparous kind, and propagate their Species by Eggs, 
the common Semen of Fowls and In(e(!ls. 

Th E Y are Enemies to Frogs and the Tortoife, and feed on 
little fmall Infe£ts ; and when they have Accefs to Honey and 
Milk, they never want a Feaft, 

I T is of a poifonous Nature, and many have fuffer'd by its 
Biting ; fo fcys Pliny ^ with whom agree Nicander^ Aetius^ and 
Abenfina. 

GESNER is in a contrary Sentiment, and fays he had do- 
meftick Salamanders, that offered no violence with their Teeth 
without Provocation, yonjlonus adds, that in Germany there ap- 
peared no ill Efiedts of its Bite ^ but in France its Wounds were 
of a mofl deadly Nature, as appears by a Saying in that Kingdom^ 
viz. Tiat a Man bit by a Salamander , Jhould have as many P by ^ 
jicians to cure bim, as the Salamander has Spots, which are 
numerous *. 

The Aquatic Salamander is not very unlike the former, un- 
lefs it be in Colour and Figure ; fbme with a Tail turn'd up, 
others with a flat Tail, prominent in the Middle : There are va-* 
rious forts of them ; one of which appears in the form of a Tur- 
hot, whofe Eggs are as large as Garden-pears. 

When upon Land their Mouth will not open, unlefs it be 
by Force, or they be cafl into a Veflcl of Water : When put 
upon Salt, they move the Tail and die j their Skin is clofe com- 
pacted, and not penetrable by a Sword \ and 'tis faid that Swine's 
Flefti is Poifon to them -f-. 

The common Report is, that the Salamander is able to live 
in the Fire, which is a vulgar Error : The Hicroglyphick Hiflo- 
rian obferves, that upon Trial made, it was fo far from quench- 
ing it, that it confum'd immediately \. It is true, that Newts 
(or Water-lizards) Frogs, Snails, and fuch icy Animals, will 
endure the Fire for a longer time than others will, by reafon of 

an 

• — /•/ meScis hubgere quot macular befiia bsWt^ ffoverkh jaSsnt. Jonftonui 
deQuadrupedibus, p. 137* 

t 7^fi$nMS de ^adruped. p. 138. 

X Jo^nrif Pkrii HiiTQgL cap. 21— atf. p. X9{--tf} 7. 



93 



94 A NATURAL HISTORY 

an- extraordinary degree of Coldnefi, which diflipates and fcatters 
the Flame for a little time. 

I H A V £ read an Experiment made upon a Salamander ^ that 
was thrown into the Fire, and there came from it a fort of gelid, 
moift, vifcous Humour, which refifled the Power of Fire for a 
little time s but thofe Exhalations being dried up, was fbon con- 
fum'd. In the Pbilofopbical TranfaSHonSy we have another In- 
ftance, which feems to carry the matter further. 

M. STENO writes from Rome, that a Knight called Corvini^ 
had aiTured him, that having caft a Salamander (brought to him 
out of the Indies) into the Fire, the Animal thereupon fwelled 
prefcntly, and (Jben vomited ftore of thick (limy Matter, which 
did put out the neighbouring Coals, to which the Salamander 
retired immediately, putting them out alfo in the fame manner as 
they rekindled; and by this means faved his Life about two' 
Hours, and afterwards lived nine Months ; that he had kept it 
eleven Months, without any other Food but what it took by 
licking the Earth, on which it moved, and on which it had been 
brought out of the Indies, which at firft was cover'd with a thick 
Moifture, but being dried afterwards, the Urine of the Animal 
ferved to moiften the fame : Being put upon Italian Earthy it 
died within three days after ♦. 

A s to the PofRbility of the thing ; I make no doubt but he, 
who made Water the Habitation of Fifh, can make Fire to be 
the Refidence of another fort of Beings. The Sun, which is the 
Centre of our planetary Syftem, for aught we know, may be the 
Seat of glorious Inhabitants ; or, as others conje<5ture, the Place 
of future Mifery. 

Upon the whole, the Salamander being of a mucous, ilimy, 
and cold Body, will, like Ice, foon extinguiQi a little Fire, but 
will be as foon confum'd by a great Fire ; therefore it was no Ab- 
furdity in Galen, when, as zjeptical Medicine, he recommended 
the AJhes of a Salamander. 

The like Humidity is obfervable in Water-Lizards, efoecially 
if thdr Skins be prick'd : Yea, Frogs, Snails, White ot Eggs, 
will foon quench a Icffer Coal. We read of incombujlible Cloth, 
{Linnen, Paper,) made from a Flaxen-Mineral, call'd A<rC«rw 
by the Greeks, and Linum vivum by the Latins. 

I This 

* Lowtharfs Abridgement, toI. ii. p. 8 1 5. 
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This Asbejios^ or Matter out of which this wonderful Cloth . . • 
18 made, is a Foffil, a mineral ftony Subflance, of a whitifh Co- 
lour, and woolly Texture (call'd SalamanJer^-JFoot) the downy 
Fibres, feparableinto (hort Filaments or Threads, capable of be- 
^^ ing ipun, and n^c into a fort of Cloth, which will endure the 
flft^ Fire without confuming. When foul, inftead of wafhing, they 
throw it into the Fire, which cleanfes without burning it. Whole 
Webs and Coats, Napkins, Handkerchiefs, Towels, have been 
made of it 5 which were £0 far from being con fumed by Fire, that 
they were only clean fed from their Drols, and came out purified 
into a greater Luflre than if wafh'd with Water. 

Its principal ufe, according to Pliry *, was for making of 
Shrouds, in wnich the Corps of their Kings were ufually burnt, 
left; their royal Afhes fhould be blended with common Duf):. 
The Princes of Tartary ufe it to this day in burning the Dead -j*. 
Nero had a Napkin or Towel made of it. The Bracbmans a- 
mong the Indians^ are faid to make Clothes of it. The Wicks 
for their perpetual Candles were made of it :]; s and fome to this 
day ufe it for Lamp- Wicks. 

The Emperor Cwrfiantine ordered an incombuflible fort of 
Linnen to be made of Lapis uimiantbuSy the growth of Cyprus^ 
that might burn in his Lamps, which were in his Baths at Rtme. 
The Commentator on St. Auguftin fays, that he faw feveral 
Lamps at Part\ which would never be confumed : and at a Feafl 
at Louvain, there was a Napkin thrown into the Fire, which was 
reflored to the Owner clearer and brighter than if it had been 
rinfed in Water (|. ^ 

The incombujiible Paper is made of this lanugirtous Mineral, 
viz. AsbeJUne-Stoney which will bear burning without being in- 
jured. Whoever would be further informed about this wonderful 
incombuftible Stone, may perufe Dr. Bruckman, Profeflbr at 
Brunjhvickj who has publifh'd a natural Hiftory of the Asbefios^ 
or incombufiible Paper \ and what is mofl remarkable, has printed 
four Copies of his Book on this Paper ^ which are depofited in the 
Library of Wolfembuttle. The manner of making this extraor- 
dinary Paper is dcfcribed by Mr. Ut^d^ in Phihfopb. 7ranfae{ions'^ 
N^. 166. 

N.B. 

♦ Book xix. cap. i. + Tbihf. Tranfra. % Dr. Ufttr. 
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N.B. The Salamander is faid to liye in the Fire, and has 
power to exticguifli it : " From which Conjedlurc was taken the 
" Device of Great King Francis^ the firft of the Name, (Father 
" of Arts and Science^) Nutrifcc G? EKtinguo.I Feed and Ex- 
« tinguifli *:' »;» 

XXIX. Th £ G?/^/f^n belongs to the CiafsofQuadrupedes, and is 
a little Animal refembling a Lizard, but of a larger and longer Head: 
Its Eves ftand out of its Head above one half of their Globe^ 
whicn he turns fo obliquely, that he fees every thing behind 
him : Nature perhaps has given it this Advantage, becaufe its 
Legs (by the flownefs of its motion) are of no ufe to avoid his 
Enemy, by running away. There is yet fomething more ex- 
traordinary, in the motion of his Eyes, for when one of them 
moves, the other has no motion at all s one looks upward^ the 
other downwards -f*. 

The length of thefe Creatures does not exceed twelve Inches, 
and they have a proportionable bigneis. The Skin is plaited and 
very fine, tranfparent, jagged like a Saw, and thin ; and muft 
be very compaA and hard, fince, according to the Hiftorian :{;, 
'tis not penetrable by the Teeth of Serpents. It has four Feet,' 
and on each Foot three Claws s its Tail is long and flat, with 
which, as well as with its Feet, it faftens itfelf to the Branches 
of frees: its Nofe long, and ends in an obtufe point : In other 
refpedts it is made like a Fiih ; that is to fay, it has no Neck || : 
Reckoned by Mofes^ among the Unclean — Numb. xi. 30. 

The Cameleon is faid to transform itfelf into variety of Colours; 
perhaps this change mav arife from the different reflexions of the 
Rays of Light : Thus they may put on a brown or whitifli Ha- 
bit, from Trees of that Colour, on which they lit. Others ob- 
ferve, that its Colour is changeable, according to the various Faf- 
fions that agitate the Creature ; e.g. When aflefted with Joy, 'tis 
of an emerald Green, mixt with Orange, etch'd with little grey 
and black Strokes : Anger gives it a livid and dufky Colour : Fear 
makes it pale, and like faded yellow **. All thefe Colours com- 
pofe fuch a pretty Medley of Shadow and Light, that Nature does 

not 

• TeJfO Mixta and M, Francefco Sanfivino^ the famous Italian. 
f Adjournal of the Philofoph. Mathematical and Botanic Obferv. by L,eviis 
VemlUy A. D. 1725. 
X JElian. iv. 33. 1 Calm?t. p. 351. •• LeCmftisMmmrs^ p. 502. 
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not afFord a finer Variety of Shadowing, nor our fineft Pidtures 
more lively, fweet, and proportionable Drawing. 

For the further Illuftration of this Subjeft, I (hall add fome- 
thing from the Philofophical Tranfadlions about a female Came- 
leon, the Skin of which appeared mixt of feveral Colours, like a 
Medley-cloth. The Colours difcernable arc green, a fandy yel- 
low ; and indeed one may difcern, or at lead fancy, fome mix- 
ture of all, or mod Colours in the Skin, whereof fome are more 
predominant, at different times : There are fome permanent black 
S^ots on the Head, and Ridge of the Back. But our modem 
Naturalifts afTure us, that its common Colour, when it is at refl:, 
and in the Shade, is a bluiOi grey; when 'tis expofed to the 
Sun, this grey changes into a darker grey, inclining to a dun 
Colour : If 'tis put on a black Hat, it appears to be of a violet 
Colour. 

....Upon Excitation or Warming, (he becomes fuddenly full 
of little black Spots, equally difperfcd on the fides, with fmall 
black Streaks on the Eyelids ; all which afterward do vanifh. 
The Skin is grain'd with globular Inequalities, like the Leather 
call'd Shagreen. The groffefl Grain is about the Back and Head, 
then on the Legs ; on the Sides and Belly, fineft ; which, per- 
haps, in feveral Poflures, may fhew feveral Colours ; and wnen 
this Animal is in full Vigour, may alfo have in fome fort, -Rj- 
tionem Speculiy and reflcdt the Colours of Bodies adjacent j which, 
together with the mixture of Colours in the Skin, may have given 
occafion to the old Tradition, *of changing into all Colours *. 

A Certain curious Gentleman made the following Ex- 
periment, when he lived at Smyrna, in Ajta-minor : He bought 
fome CameleonSy to try how long they could be preferved alive 
under Confinement ; he kept them in a large Cage, and allowed 
them the Liberty to take the frefh Air, which they fuck*d in with 
pleafure, and made them brifker than ordinary. He never faw 
them either eat or drink, but feem'd to live on the Fluid in which 
we breathe. 

The Antients were perfuaded that Camekons fed upon the 
Air, for which reafon one of the Fathers calls it a living Skin -f- 5 
but now it appears by Experience, that they feed upon different 
Infcdls, as Palmer-worms, Locufts, Beedcs, Flies, and alfo Leaves 

O of 
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of Vegetables. Father Feuillee *, in a Journey into Afia-mimr^ 
opened one of thefe Animals, and found in its Belly Peach-Leaves, 
which were not then digefted.— iV. J5. Digeftion is very flow 
in Cameleons^ which is the reafon why they take fo little Nou* 
riihment. 

Th s fame Father mentions a fmall Lizard, which he faw in 
Peru^ that was not above an Inch thick, which he calls Cbame^ 
leontideSy becaufe he changed his Colour, like the Cameleons; 
being in a certain Situation^ he faw it of a dun Colour ^ in ano-^ 

ther, 'twas green This little Creature, he fays, bad the fiune^ 

Figure and Proportion as the Great Lizard-, named by the «S^» 
niards, Iquanna ; and Senembi, by Marcgravius ^ and he makes, 
that Lizard a fourth kind of Cameleon, and to be added to the 
two kinds of BelloniuSy one of which is to be found in Arabia, 
and the other in Egypt, and to that mentioned by Faber, Lynceus, 
which may be feen in Mexico. 

Their Tongue is fomewhat peculiar, it being as long aa their 
Body, with which they catch Flies, and other Infedls, which 
fettle on their Tongues, to Click the vifcous flimy Matter, adhe-> 
rent to them. The Camekon puts out his Tongue to draw them 
upon it, and when 'tis full of thefe Infeds,^ he pulls it in with 
wonderful Agility. Others thinks it enclofes its Prey wsch 
the tip of its Tongue> which is made in a form proper for that 
puipote. 

The Camekon is an oviparous Animal, y. Jon/hnus Csljs,, it 
has above a himdred Eggs, from PiereskiuSy who nurfed a Fe-^ 
male on purpofe to make Obfervations upon the Subjedt *f-. Af- 
ter all the Gentleman's Care about 'em at Smyrna, all of them, 
died within five Months -, and having opened the Female, found 
thirty Eggs in her, ^flen'd one to another hi the form of a 
Chain. Ibid, fupra. 

The Atlas % calls the Camekon, the Indian Salamander [{ ; 
that goes there by the Name of Gekho, from the Noife it makes 
after hiffing, and is thus defcrib'd, viz. 'tis about a Foot bng and 
fpotted, h^s large Eyes flarting out, the Tail has feveral white 
Rings round it, and its Teeth flbarp, and flrong enough to pene- 
trate an Armour of Steel : it has a flow Motion, but where it 

faflens, 

* Feutllee*s Journal. Fr am kf, 1597. p. 3. t Jonflonus da Anlmahb. inttr^uar 
dtiifedei, p. 14,1. X Africa. | For Amtrita^ 
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•faften5?, 'tis not cafily difengtgcd. This Creature is found in 
Arabia^ Egypt, Madagafcar, Java^ and other parts of India. 
BeHonitis faw fcvcral of them anfiong the Shrubs of Attica * : He 
fays it frequents Cairo, and other Places, is found among Hedges 
and Buflies ; mutes like a Hawk ; fwallows every thing whole. It 
moves the Feet of each fide alteriyately, but runs up Trees very 
faft, and lays bold on the Boughs with its Tail. Leo and Sandys 
fay, the Neck is inflexible, and it can't turn without moving its 
wlK)4e Body, : the Back is crooked, the Skin is (potted with little 
Tumours : the Tail long and (lender, like that of a Rat i when 
it fbcks in the Air, its Belly fwetls, whence fame think that the 
Air is part of its Food. One Author (ays, it fufofifls only upon 
Air J another fays, 'tis a vulgar Error.—- 
, 'T I s (aid, that if a Serpent lurks near the Tree, where it fits, 
it throws a Thread out of its Motith, with a little (hining Drop 
at the end, which &lls upon ti»e Serpem's H^ad, ami kiHs it ^. 

I N America arc Serpents^ iomt of whom are fo poifonous, 
that if touchd but with a little Stick, the Venom runs up the 
Hand ; and fuch as are touch'd with-the Bk)od of dead Serpents, 
die a lingring Death: This is Tradition : I (hall begiii whh the 
£r(l of them, viz. 

XXX. KUKURUKi, a Serpent ofBrafitln Souths America, 
which is uiKier the torrid Zone, where their Winter begins in 
March and ends in Augufi ; and is like our Summer. This Ser- 
pent is of an a(h Colour, and in its Scales refembles the Bocinga^ 
or Rattle-Snake, but is more grols \ on the Back, vat legated with 
yeilow, and large Uack Spots. HTis repiie(enfed as a very vene- 
mc«€ Animal, eight or nme Foot long X \ aftd when prepared, 
the Inhabitants feed upon it. 

XXXI. T H fi Ihiara is a Brajiiian Adder, about a Fotrt and 
half long; an Inch and half in thicknefs. Serpents of this kind 
are very numerous in that Country, and nodiing more poifonous 
than their Wounds, tho' not incurable, if proper Remedies be 
applied in tioie. 

O 2 In 

* J^nftonut de ^iuadrupedibus. + AtL Afric. p. 49, jou 
t 9 Cr SMterdum 12 fedes lon^ifS efi. Ray. 

4 
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In Seafons of Danger, they {helter them&lves in Cavities undeir 
Ground^ and feed upon Pifmires, which are very large in that 
Country, and in iuch prodigious Quantities^ that the Portugueji 
call them^ Kings tfBrafiL 

XXXIL In Chiapdj in Old-Mexico^ now called New^Spain^. 
is a noxious Animal call'd Teuthlacoiauqui, or Fortnfs of the Ser*- 
pents^ whofe Head is like an Adder, thick Belly, glittering Scales,, 
the Ridge of the Body blacky with an Interfperfton of white 
Crofles; the Teeth poifonous, and the biting kills in twenty-four 
hours, unleis the wounded part be held in the Earth fo long; 
till the Pain be over. 

It has a frightful Afpeds when it moves it makes a Noife 
with its^ Tail, that founds an Alarm of Danger. The Americans^. 
who have the Art of taking it by the Tail, carry it home,, and 
by degrees make it tame : 'tia maintained at a cheap rate,^ for it 
can fubfift a whole Year without any vifible Food.. 

yONSTQNUS calls this Serpent the Bocininga^ and de- 
fcribes it from Marcgravius and Pifo. The former fays, 'tis four 
Foot and three Fingers long. Belly fmootb, fmall Eyes, forked 
Tongue, rattling Tail. The other obferves, the Spaniards call it 
Cajcavely and Uangedor^ becaufe its Tail emits the lound of a Bell; 
in thicknefs, as a Man's Arm ; in length,, about five Foot ;, a clo- 
ven Tongue, long and fharp Teeth ;. of a dark Colour, inclining 
to the yellow *. 

According to NierembergiuSy this Serpent is called the 
^een of Serpents^ which they fuppofc to be like the Viper, in its 
Poifon^ and Shape of the Head *f-. By the Definitions of ftveral 
Authors, this Serpent feems to be the Caudijcnant $ and the Dutch 
in America. caUit the RateUStange^ i^e. Rattle-^nake. 

Now we are in Mexico^ excufe me in giving you two In- 
fjbmces of monflrous Cruelty; one in the Natives, the other in 
the Spaniard^. 

When the Mexicans were difpofed to do. fignaV Honour to 
their Idols, they fent out Armies to bring in Prifoners for a Sa- 
crifice, whofe Flefli they did afterwards eat i and Montezuma the 
Epipcror, commonly facrificed 2pooo Men, one year with ano- 
ther,, 

^ J<mftonufj Articulus xvii. p- 23. 

f Hifma Um$ut^ Msximi 2tTjtgrkuCy p. 2(8-*-^. 
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ther, and no Icfs than 50000 fome years. The Priefts thought 
it dishonourable to facrifice lefs than 40 or 50 Captives at a time 
to one IdoL At a certain Feftival, they ript up the Breaft of a 
manumitted Slave, pull'd out his Heart, which they offer'd to the 
Sun, and then eat up his Body« » 

Their Priefts were bloody Men, a Brood of Vipers, and 
had fuch an Afcendant over their Princes, that they made them 
believe their Gods were angry^ and not to be appeafed without 
4000 or 5000 Men to facrifice in a day \ fb that, right or wrong, 
they muft make War on their Neighbours, to procure thofe 
Vidims to keep their Priefts in humour. 

The next^ is an inftance of Spanijh Cruelty^ in this Country^ 
that could have no Original but Hell, the Seat of the old Serpent. 
It runs thus,' viz. BartboL de las Cajas Biftiop of Cbiafa, in a 
Letter to the Emperor Charles Y. gives this account of the Bar- 
barity of the Spaniards towards the poor Inhabitants, Natives of 
the Land. 

...."Their Kings and Princes, iajrs the Biftiop, the Spa^ 
•* niardi fcorch'd to death, or tore in pieces with Dogs : The 
*^ poor People they burnt in their Houfes, and dafti*d out thfc 
Brains oi their Children : Thofe that were fpared, they forced 
to carry greater Burdens tha» they were able to bear, by which 
•* thoufand^ of them were deftroy -d : Others who efcap'd, died of 
^* Famine in the Woods, after they had kiird thek own Wives 
and Children, and eat them for hunger. In this one Province 
they murder'd above two Millions of Men, not fparing thofe of 
Quality, who had civilly entertain'd them. They tortured the 
'^ Natives with the moft hellifti Inventions^ to make them difcover 
" their Gold. Diego de Falefco^ in particular, fpared none that 
^ fell into his hands> fo that in a Month's time be raurder'd ten 
thouiand: He hang'd thirteen Noblemen. 

Some they ftarved to death, by thrufting their Heads betwixt 
" pieces of cloven Timber : Others they buried alive, leaving 
^ their Heads above gi^ound, at which' they ijowl'd with large 
^^ Iron-Bullets : They aUo forced them to eat one another. ■ ■ ■ 
^ Befides other hellifti Cruelties too dreadful to be related ^/' 
N.B. This Barth. de las Cafas had been a Ffiary and afterwards 

• madft: 
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inade Rfliop of Chiapa^ was a Man of more Piety and Jiiftice than 
is commonly found among Friars. It was he, who procured the 
Indium their Liberty from being Slaves to the Spaniards^ which 
they enjoy to this day, fo that tbey are paid for what they do^ 
about h|lf a Crown a Week. 

ff 

X)CXIII. Thr Ibitobaca is a Serpent of Chiapa^ near four 
Foot long^ and of a crimfon Colour, adorn'd with a pleating 
Diverlity of black and white Specks ; wearing its Booes as a 
Ncc^l^ce, or the Ruff in Q^en Elizabeths Reign, who deft roy'd 
the Invincible Armada^ and made good old Ef^land a Terror Xb 
Spaniards.' 

, XXXIV. The Iquanm is the Birth of Mexico^ a Serpem 
like the Pope's Anathema, of a terrible Front, but harmless ; a 
glittering Comb on the Head^ with a Bag under the Chiii ;. t 
long Tail, and (harp Bones'on its Back, {landing up in t^ fora 
x>f a Sdw. 

7 HI $ Iqutnnatick Serpent is of the amphibious kind, equally 
fitted to live by Land or Water i a Privilege which no Son ei 
Adam can boaft o£ It is of the oviparous Tribe, and a. great 
j&reeder, la^iag about fifty Eggs at the Seafon as big as Aco^m^ 
which are of a very goodTa^e, and good Food wl^n boiled, 
a/ui (o id ibe $crpent itfe)f ^ but the l^ndhlquantm is ft more plea^- 
iant Food, and preferaUe to Spanijb Ragous *. . 

XXXV.. The IbiMoca, is a Serpent beautiful fed the Eye, but 
of ^y!^fmo^% Nature ; 'tis about thnee Foot long^ The. \kon of 
it in Grtjham College h 9hw^ three Yards *!*, white as Snow, de^ 
corated viith PaitidkSiof various Colours^ efpecially black atid red. 
The Wound it gives operates gradually, and if oegledted, proves 
fatal. 

XXXVI. The CrUaku or Lybeya Serpent, is one of the largeft 
of all the jferpentine Brood, feme of which being from eighteen 
to thirty Foot long^ cdl'd by the Pertuguefe^ Hobre de Hado^ or 
the Roebuck. Serpent^ becaufe it can iwallow a whole Buck at once^ 

After 

* Nieremiergii Hiftoria Naturalise p. 271. 
t Cunanfs Cat^hs"^ tf EwriHeii j>. 445. 
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After fwallowing it down, it generally falls afleep, and in that 
Pofture is frequently taken, while digeuing its Supper, My Au- 
thor fays, he (aw one of this kind, which was thirty Foot long, 
of a greyifti Colcair, but others incline more to the brown * : 
A ravenous Animal, and fo voracious, that it Ieap& out of the 
Woods to feize its Prey ; and, if difturb*d, will fignt, orwreftle, 
with Man or fieafl^, (landing upright upgn the Butt-end of his 
Tail. 

XXX VII. ThS Jararaka Serpent^ is Another Brq/iRan^ no 
longer than a Man^^ Arm to the Elbow ; it has fwcDing, Veins 
on its Head \ the Skin iscover'd with red and black Spots; the - 
reft is of an earth Colour : Its.^ Wounds are dangerous, and at- 
tended with the ufual Symptoms. There are three forts of thefe 
venemous Snakes befic&s tnif, viz. One fort i& about ten Span^ 
long^ with two terrible Tu(ks, or great Teeth, which they (Iretch 
out to a great length, and (trike them into their Prey. The vene- 
mous Liquid, which is very yellow, works with a Violence that, 
kills in a few Hours. The JeconJ fort refembles the Spanijh Viper 
in Colour and Form, and is equally dangerous. The third and 
wor(t fort very much refembles ihc^rfi^ 

: XXXVIII. The BioH, called Gabro Verde by the Portuguife 
in Brafily i. e. the Green Serpent^ becauie its Ccdour kporraceous, 
a (hining Green like the Leek ; it is between three and four Foot 
long, and about the thicknefs of a Man's Thumb i a large Mouth, 
and black Tongue, and has this good Property^ that it hurts no^ 
body unle(s irritated ; but when provoked,: no Poifoii more dan-« 
gerous* We read of a Soldier^ who accidentally treading on this 
Serpent, was wounded by it in the Thigh, and died a few Hours 
after, tho' the Remedies that proved fucce(sful on the like occa-- 
(ix)ns, had been diligently applied 'f% 

» • 

XXXIX. Tb e Caninana Serpent^ is another Inhabiiant of 
Brdfily green on the Back, and yellow on the Belly^ about two 
Foot long, and reckoned not to be ib venemous, as the reft of 
that mifchievous Tribe. It feeds upon Eggs and Birds^ at lafl be- 
comes the common Entertainraeiit of the American and Africdm 

Tables.. 

* munbiff. in AtL Amerha^ ^ 2^ j. t J^aii Spoffsy p. jai 
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Tables*. We read of other green Serpents in the Indies ^ that 
are indulged with little Cottages made of Straw^ where they fpend 
their folitary Hours, till the time of eating invites them out, then 
they repair to the Houfe, where they fawn upon their Mafters, 
^nd eat what is fet before them^ and then retire to the Huts of 
Indulgence. 

XL. The Tefzawbcoatly is another Produdion of Brafily a 
Serpent of about three Foot long, and flender Body, whofe Strokes 
are peftilent : The BJead is black, nether part of the Tail red- 
difli, and the Belly dafli'd with black Spots. The Cure is by 
Sudtion. 

N o w we are travelling among the Inhabitants of Brafil, we 
may be allow'd to take notice of Prince Maurice's Rational Parrot^ 
mentioned by Sir William Temple and Mr. Locke^ which the for^ 
mer had from the Prince's own Mouth. His Words were, 

"That he had heard of fuch an old Parrot^ when 

he came to Brafil^ and tho' he believed nothing of it, and it 
was a good way off, yet he had fo much Curiofity a^ to fend 
" for it : that it was a very great and a very old one / and when 
" it came firft into the Room, where the Prince was with a great 
" many Dutchmen about him, it fald prefently. What a Company 
** of white Men are here I They afk*d it, what he thought that 
•' Man was, pointing at the Prince? It anfwer'd. Some General 
** or other. The Prince afked it. Whence come ye -f- ? The Par- 
*^rot anfwered. From Marinnan. To whom do you belong, 
" faid the Prince ? It anfwered. To a Portuguefe Prince. The 
*^ Prince afked, What do you there ? Parrot anfwered, / look 
*• after the Chickens. The Prince laugh*d, and faid. You look 
"after the Chickens! The Parrot anfwered, Tes^ /; and t 
** know well enough how to do ity and made the Cluck four or five 
" times, that People ufe to make to Chickens, when they call 

** them 

.... '* I could not but tell this odd Story, becaufe it is fo much 
" out of the way, and from the firft hand, and what may pafs for 
" a good one; for I dare fay, this Prince at leaft believed himfelf 

" in 

* ^aii Synopfs^ p -^28. 

t D'oii venes vous? Ds Marianan. A qui cftes vous? A un Porrugais. Qtre 
fais tu-la? Je garde les poulics. Vousgardex les poullcs ? Ouy moy, & je fjai bjcn 
faire. — iJ/r William Temple i Memoirs^ and Mr, Locke's E£aj, Book II. chap. 27. 
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*♦ in all he fold me, having ever paft for a very honeft and pious 
** Man. I leave ic to Naturalifts to reafon, and to other Men to 
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believe as they pleafe upon it 5 however, it is not perhaps ami/s 
to relieve or enliven a bufy Scene fometimes with fuch Digref- 
fions, whether to the purpofe or no/' So far Sir William T^emple. 
Wonder not then, if you meet in this Hiftory with fomc 
romantick Sentiments entertained by learned Men concerning Ser- 
pents, when two fuch illuftrious Pillars of the Commonwealth 
of Letters, give way to a Relation that has fo much of the Marvel* 
lous ia it». 

XLT. These Hiftorian? inform us of many more Serpents, 
and fomc of great bulk, that infeft thofe American Regions > 
whofe Looks are'ruddy, of blood-red Colour, that fhinc in. the 
Night, like fo many glittering Stars* 

A MODE R N Author writes, that in America are fome Snakes- 
that were eight Foot long^ and aa red as Blood,, which in the 
Night look'd like Fire ^v 

The former black,, and thefc fhining Serpents, remind me: 
of the Oijidi an SiontSy that are very black and tranfparent; they 
have their Names from one Obfidius^ who firft found them in- 
Mtbiopia. 

There is a fort of natural Obfidian Glafe, which is rather to be 
ranked among Stones than Metals; 'tis as pailive as the former, , 
enduring the GravinglTool, is diaphanous and pellucid, receiving 
Images, and, like artificial Glafs, tranfmitting. all. Forms: and. 
Shapes. 

This is found in Mthiopia^ where the Sepulchres of the No- 
bles are ufually made of it,,, and after this manner ; 'viz. They 
take a large Stone, and make it hollow^ and in^the Cavity include 
the Corps, where it is not only preferved,. but,.asif eqtomb'd in. 
Glafs, is apparently vifibie to Spectators, and fends forth no un- 
grateful Scent. 

O u T of thefe Obfidian Stones, Looking-GIafles are wont to 
be made, and are alio found, on the Coafls of Arabia. Thefe. 
ihining Stones were inferted into Rings, and in one of them was 
cut the entire Image of AuguJluSy who being much taken with. 

P thefe 

• ^9/aip« Hrrfffats Hiftory of America^ Vol. 11. inhisAccountofI)4ir/V«r,p.72,, 
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thefe Stones of Glafs, caufed four Elephants to be made of them. 
•—Sec the Commentary upon Panciro/Ius, B. i. of Jet-, and Pliny, 
B. XXX vi. c. 26. 

XLIL BOIGUACU^ another venemous Produdlion of Bra- 
zilj thick in the middle, and declining towards the Extremities 
of the Body ; 'tis covered with large Scales on the Back, and 
leiTer ones on the Belly, which is common, in all Serpents. 

The whole is adorned with elegant Variegations. The 

Back and Sides fet off with black Spots, inclining to the round ; 
about three Inches diflant from each other, and in the Centre a 
round white Spot. Thefe beautiful Appearances, fays jfonjlonus^ 
have a Grandeur in them more than rivals Imperial Majeily. 

He faw fcveral Serpents of this kind: In Auguji 7th, 1638, 
one that was eight Foot long. Another, Auguji 13th, 1638, 
above five Foot long, its Flefh fat, and very white ; the Heart 
being taken out, lived about 15 Minutes. OSiober 6th, 1638, 
he faw another, that was near nine Foot long, and he was a Wit- 
ncls to its fwallowing a She- Goat whole *. By the Defcription, 
this Serpent muft be the LybtnUy fo famous for the Knack of De« 
^.glutition of Animals. 

XLIII. Th b Brafilian Serpent^ called the Ibinacaanj makes 

its Appearance in a Habit of various Colours, trimmed with red, 

?black and white Spots. Under this fine Drefs, is a poifonous 

Spring; the Wound it gives^ infallibly kills without immediate 

.Affiftance. 

B £ F 041 E the Poifon reaches the Heart, the common Pradlice 
is, to fecurc that Serpent, and boil the Flefh of it with certain 
Roots, and give it the Patient in Wine, or any other proper Liquid, 
and it will adfwerthe Intention. 

XLIV. Tii^Sarciboya^ and Kakaboya^ are two Serpents much 

,of the fame Nature, and therefore I put them together : They are 

oceafional Inhabitants of the Water and Land 5 in Colour black, 

,and about fix .Hands in Length. If they bwt any Creature^ it is-- 

:Pnly in,Defcnce of thcmfclves, and the Wound is eafily cured by 

Remedies 

* Jonfigni Wfima Naturalise p. 25, 2^. 
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Remedies well known in thofe Countries. They are great De- 
vourers of Birds. 

H E R E the Learned Ray, from Pijh, mentions ten other Ser- 
pents, whofe particylar Charadlers he eonfiders in his Defcription 
of Fifhcs ; then pcftrs hU Reader to thofe defcribed by Joan, de 
Laet.^ 

XLV. The B^era is a venemous Lizard oi Brazil. If yoa> 
afk, What are thefe Brajilian Lizards ? I anfwer, They are creep- 
ing Serpents, of various Colours^ and different Sizes: Some are the 
length of a Finger, others many Feet ; have Iparkling Eyes* 
There is only one fort of them that is venemous, among which- 
is this Bibera r they are like the others, but lefler, and are moftr 
mifchievous. They are of an afh Colour, incUning to the white;, 
the Body and Limbs ieem thick, but the Tail is (hort and broad. 

The Wounds given by thefe Serpents, are full of a thin (link- 
ing Matter, attended with blue Swellings, and Pain in the Heart 
and Bowels. N^ J5. Great Things have been frequently done by. 
little Things. 

XLVT. The jimbua, fothe Natives oi Brazil call xht Mlle^ 
pedes and the Centipedes Serpents. Thofe Reptiles of thoufand; 
Legs bend aathey craul along, and are reckoned very poifonous*. 
Thofe Lizards of hundred Legs are commonly found' in tha^ 
Woods,^ where they dcflroy the Fruit, and alfo do mifchief both 
to Men and Cattle. 

In thefe Multipedes^ the Mechanifm of the Bt)dy is very cu- 
rious-; in their going, it is obfcrvable, that on each fide of their 
Bodies, every Leg has its Motion, one regularly after another j„ 
fo that their Legs, being numerous, form a kind of Undulation,, 
and thereby communicate to the Body a fwifter Progreffion than 
one could imagine, where fo many fhort Feet arc to take fo many 
Abort Steps, that follow one another, rolling on^^like the Waves o£' 
the Sea. 

The Palmer-JVorm is alfo called Millepes^ becaufc of its many • 
Feet, which are as Briftles under its Body : It is about fix Inches ^ 
long, and moves wRh incredible Swiftnefs. The upper part of.^ 
the Body is cover'd with hard fwarthy Scales, and it has a fort of. 

P 2 C3aw&. 

^ 'Rati Sjncffts AninuiL p. 329. Loxdini i6^l* 
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Cla:ws both in its Head and Tall, of rank Poifon^ as the Hifto- 
rian fays. 

XLVIL The J^beya is another Brazilian^ and a Serpent very 
ravenous and deflru<Sive : It has four Legs, and a long Tail like 
a Crocodile \ it lies flat and clofe on the Ground, artfully conceaU 
ing itfelf, 'till the Prey comes within reach, and then darts out 
a jcouple of (harp Fins from Its Fore-quarters, and kills what* 
ever it ftrikes« 

XL VIII. T H E Giraupiagara is an American Serpent, fo call'd, 
becaufe of its being a great Devourer of Eggs, TTis of a Negro-* 
Colour, but a yellow Bre^ft, and of great Length and Agility. 
It glides (as if fwimming) on the tops of Trees, fafter than any - 
Man can run upon the Ground *. 

Jt lives upon Birds, whofe Neftsit conftantly plunders. 'Tis 
obfervable, that the Cuciow feeds very much upon Eggs^ which 
accounts for the vulgar Notion, that it always has one or more 
little Birds, as Menials to attend it, thefe being fome of thofc^ 
whofe Houfes it plundered. There is another Charge preferred 
againft the Cuckow, viz. The Contempt it puts upon our Ve- 
getable?, by ./pitting upon them -, whereas in tnofe Dobs of frothy 
Devv, we find little Green Infers, that arc Grafhoppers in the 
Embryo. 

XLIX. The Caminana is another Brazilian Serpent ^ of a 
great length. The Body is all over ^reen, and very beautiful ip 
profpecSt. This alfo runs up the Trees, not fo much becaufe of 
the green Leaves, as in purfuit of Birds of all Colours; and hav- 
ing devoured the Contents of the Nefl;, feizes the Dami, and 
drinks her Blood. 

The pleafing Appearance made by this Serpent in Green^ puts 
me in mind of the "Turks^ who have fo great a Superjiition for tke 
green Colour (becaufe it was conftcrated to Mahomet) that they 
fpibid Chriftians to wear it on pain of Death; but the Perjiam 
(who zrc Mahometans as well as the Turks) allow it to every body, 
and laugh at this Superftition ; fo that when Sultan Amurath 
icnt an Ambaflador to Sha^ Abbas of Ferfia^ to complain that he 

•liifFer'd 

* Kieuho^iu AtUsy America. 
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&iffct'd thit venerable Cabur to be prophancd by Chriftians, he 
fcoffingly faid, that he wonld forbid the green Colour to be pro- 
phaned by Chriftians, as foon as Amuratb could hinder the green 
Meadows to be prophaned by his T'urkijh Cattle ♦. The Ea&era 
T^urh abhor the blue Colour^ bccaufe the Jews^ they fay, threw 
Indigo into 'Jordan to hinder the Baptifm of Chrifi^ but the An- 
gck brought Water from Jordan to baptise him, before it was 
polluted. • Atlas^ 

L. BO TTIAPUA, is a Serpent fo caHcd by tht Brazilians 
for its long Snout, though I don't find it exceeds others in fmel- 
ling^ by the extenfion of its Nofe j it is of a long flender Body, 
and feeds upon Frogs, amphibious Animals and Infedts. 

Tin s Serpent is in high Eftcem among the Natives of Br azil^ 
who pradife the Art of Conjuration by it 3 ^nd if any of them 
have a barren Wife, and are defirous of Children, they lafti this 
Serpent over her Hips, pretending that fuch Exercife will make 
her fruitful : And if this Device fhould take cfk&^ muft not we 
conclude the Ofispring to be a Generation of Vipers ? 

LI. The Gaytiepua is a largeSnake, fmells rank likea Fox, and, 
according to a learned Author, the Smell is intolerable 'f-, as is th?t 
of the Serpent Bo^ana^ which Is very long and flender, and of 
black Colour j ot which one of the Latin Poets takes notice %• 

I F the ioathfome Smell of thefe Creatures offend tfie Nofe, it 
ferves as a friendly Alarm of Danger, to thofe who have the ufe 
of a Nofe, that they may avoid a more terrible Stroke. 

Nothing fo conflituted in Nature, but a fuperficial Obfer- 
ver.Afty conftrueas a Blemifli to the Creation ; but to a more pe- 
netrating Eye, thofe imaginary Blemifhes have their Convenience 
and Ufe, and appear to be the ProduiSl of perfcdt Intelligence and 
Wifdom. 

LII. The Bom^Snake^ is another Brazilian Reptile, call'd 
Bom from the Noife it makes in its Motion. It is of a prodigious 
l^ge Size, but is clafs'd among the Innocent, that do no manner 

of 

* Ho/ftein AmbaJfadors.-^Uefbfrt.—Atl Afia. 
t Bator illius nui/atenMs^^pofpf tolerari. Raii SynopCs. 
4= Quod vulpis fuj:^, vipcrc cubile 

Mallem quim quod oles, olerC) Bafli. Martisl 
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of hurt to PerfoASy viz. that can endure a little Sound, arifing 
from a Propagation of the Pulfc of the Air. 

A N innocent Serpent, no Contradidtion^ There is good among 
the bad in the moral World. 

Virtue "r .li [ nfiedf m Defence y 

^Ufureji Guard is Innocence : 

None knew, till Guilt created Fear^ 

What Darts andpoiforid Arrows were. 1 

Integrity undaunted goes 

Tbr^ Lybign Sands^ and Scythian Snows. 

In Paraguay y or La Plata in America^ is a famous white Bird^ 
lyhich, though it has a very fnoall Body, has a Voice like a Bell^ 
and therefore th^e Natives call it Guirapo^ that is,, the Soundings- 
Bird. 

How many Animal$ Qf the &mekind in thq tporal Creation, 
that wear, gaudy Feathers and Pli|i»es, whpfe Sound, in the A^ 
femblies of S«int9 and Sioners, proves to \» vqx & pr^ercA 
nibiL 

lilll. T H 1^ Boicupecanga is a Serpent^ iQ c^Ilfd becaufe ita : 
Back Ipoka as if it were overgrowo with Briers afld Throns, the 
Ridge being fharp pointed, which makes the 3eA(l look as if h^, 
were guarded by litde Spears : This prickle-b^ck'd Serpent is of 
a nxonflrous Extenfion^ very frightful, and. venen^u^, the very 
fight of which %ikes Terror into Man a^d BeajSv 

LIY, The. Cucurijuba is a Waisr^^Snake of twenty-five or • 
thirty Foot long, and thre^ Foot in compais, will fvyallow a Hog 
or a Stag, at once ; has Teeth like thofe of Dogs, but makes no 
ufe of them as In ft rumen ts of Maftication. 

HARRIS in the Atlas Americay mentions one kilFd when 
a&eep, that was twelve Yards arid ahalf Ipng, and proportiooably 
bigv in whofe Belly they found two wild Boars, This Creature ^ 
I take to be the Lyboya^ (or a near Relative) a gigantick Serpent, 
already defcribed, therefore I difmifs the Monfter, and proceed 
to the 

LV. 
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LV. MAN I M J, another Watcr-Snake, of the fame Pro- 
portion with the former, if not more bulky : The fight is terri- 
ble ; the Monftipofity of Dimenfions is fumcient to render it fo ; 
but we are told, the Terror vaniihes in fome Degree upon a view 
of the Skin, Which is exquifitely painted, and the Brazilians not 
only love t^ ice fo ipruce an Animal, but reckon it an Omen of 
a long Life« 

1 1 you afk. What a lon^ Life is ? I anfwer, Tis nothing but 
a lingering, flow Confumptioh : Life itfelf, what is it, but a meer 
praftical Tautology, a Repetition of the iame things over and 
over^ and looks more like a Penance impofed upon Mankind than 
Pleafure. 

LVL T n 'B Terpomtmgo is another Serpent, whfch in the Bra* 
^ilianDidltd:^ fignifies iojiick clofe^ fo clofe to whatever it toufches, 
tliat it is not to be parted. It is about the bignefs of a Cable- 
Rope, which being faften'd to the Anchbr, holds the Ship fail 
A^hen it rides. 

This Property in the Serpent, may be an Hieroglyphick, or 
Syotbol of true Fricndfliip^ wnich is a facred Mixture : My Friend 
and I are as two Rivers joined in one, not to be feparated ; we 
Aick clofe and faft, traverfin^ the Wildernefs hand-in-hand : He 
i^ho ilrikes one, wounds the other--^No Schifm in true Friendflilp. 

LVIL yAC ORE Lizard; fome of thefe Serpents are as big 
as Dogs, and refenible them in the Nofc; their Teeth large and 
long, and their Skin impenetrable. They do no harm to their 
Neighbours, and therefore are generally allowed to live. They 
make a loud Noife, by which their Haunts are difcovered, and 
their Liberty hazarded. 

They lay Eggs as large as thofe of a Goofe, of an elaftick 
Nature, fo hard, that when one is ftruck againft another, they 
ring like Iron : they frequent both Land and Water. 

It's obfervable here, that this Animal is obflreporous, and by 
its Noife invites Danger ; whereas Silence would be his Security : 
yea, its Eggs are as fo many roaring Bells. This may fcrve for 
a Document to the unruly Member : Tberfites^ in Horner^ was 
counted a Fool for babbling. A talkative Tongue is the Spring, 
Ringleader, and H^ad of Fadion in all places. 

6 The 
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The firft Rudiment in Pythagoras^ School, vras^inquennia^. 
Silence. The Scholars were not allow'd to talk for five Ycars^ 
that is, till they had learned the j4rt of' Silence. Harpocrates was 
the God of Silence^ therefore painted with his Finger oa his Lip^. 
and was worfhipped in Egypt with IJis and Serapis. 

ANGERONA was the Goddefs of Silence at jRbw^, and 
painted with a Cloth aboat her Mouth. Nor is it lefi venerable 
at Venice^ where after they come oiu of the Senate-houfe, they 
are as filent about what was faid and done^ as if they had power 
to forget all that was faid and done.. 

T o the above-mention*d Serpents,^ the learned Mr. Ray adds^ 
by way of Supplement, a Catalogue of fifteen Eaji^lhdian Ser^ 
pentSy which he had from the learned Dr. Tancred Robinjmy 
whofc Defcfiptions he liad from the College at Leyden^ which I 
fliall annex to tlie foregoing *. 

LVIIL SERPENS Indicus Coronatuty an Indian S«-penn. 
that makes its Appearance with a crowned Head, which it holds, 
up on high, as if proud of the Honour. This is an Emblem of 
Pride, that Drop/y of the Mind; to yield ta its Thirft, is ta- 
fwallow the Bait,^ that turned the Seraph into a Devil. 

The Remedy ufcd by the Indians for its Wounds, is what 
they call the Serpent -^Stone^ which, according to Hevenot and 
others, is an artificial Compofition, and not taken out of this 
Serpent's Head.. 

LIX. V IP ERA Indica tricolor major ^ a Serpent remarkable 
for a Body decorated with three fine ColourSj the Liveries of 
Summer's Pride^ but living much under Ground, the Glories of 
its Attire are buried in the Earth, the World's material Mould. 

LX. VIP ERA Zelanica minor maculis elegant er variegatay 
a Serpent elegantly garnifticd with a Variety of charming Colours i 
It is an Inhabitant of Ceylon^ an Ifland in the EaJl-IndieSy called 
by the Inhabitants Tenarifain, that is the Land vf Delights ^ and 
not without reafon is this Ifland fb called, fince it is the moft 
fruitful place in India, producing Gold, Silver, Precious Stones, 
plenty of Rice, Ananas, Cocoa's, beft Oranges,, Lemons, Figs» 

Pome* 

• ^nys SjmffS AnimafiyWy p. 330. 



Cy T SERPENT S. 173 

'3^bm6granatcs, Ginger, Grapes, fepper, Cardamum, Tobacco, 
^Nutmegs, Sugar ; Mulberry, which yield much Silk ; Palm-trees, 
which afford a Liquor for their conftant Drink, &c. But in 
midft of thefe pleafing Varieties, they are haunted with various 
fpns of venenjous Serpents i an Enxblem of our prefent State, 
which is a Compound ' of Pieafure tjLhh Pain. 

1 ■ . * ■ 

The Gods willfronjon^ wbere^& tbey dofmilei 
The Crocodile infe/is the fertile Nile. 

CETLON is an Emblem of Man, to whom PUafure is as a 
delightful Situation i but in it dwells a Serpent called Pain. Plea- 
ibre is the principal Intendment of Nature, and the great Obgetft 
of our Iriclination 9 without which Life would be no Bleifing, but 
a Mortification : Yea, 'tis Pleafure reconciles lis to Pain 5 for who 
would fubmit to naufeous Medicines, and Tortures of the Surgeon's 
Knife, but for hope of the Pleafure of Eafe that fucceeds it ? 

Ko Serpent fo terrible as Pain, which is a flrange domiiieer- 
ing Perception, that keeps off Eafe when wanted, and deftroys 
Eafe when we are in poffeflion of it. 

LXI. The Malcarabeta of Ceyhn is a Serpent painted by Na- 
ture in a Garb blue and white ; the laft of thcle two Colours (hew 
beft by Candle-light. This leads us to the Excommunication by 
Inch of Candle \ that is, while a little Candle continues burning, 
the dinner is allow'd to come to Repentance \ but^after it burns 
.otit« he remains excommunicated to all Intents attdf^ Piifpofes; 



^i 



' LXIL The Ethetulla is a Ceyhnick Serpent ; of a little flender 
Body, and (harp-pointed Head. This is a kind of Ranger, de- 
lights in Groves and Forefts, and may be known by a white and 
gi:een Vefture, in which it rambles among the Trees. 

LXIII. MjiLFOLONis another Serpent of that celebrated 
Ifland, and of a vermilion Hue, imbroider'd with curious- fine ted 
Spots, which (hine like fo many Stars. 

LXIV. SERPENS Putorius, fo denominated, probably be- 
caufe of its filthy Smells by which it refemblestfae Putoriusy a 
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little Animal call'd Fitcbet, that fmells ill, efpecially when en* 
jraged *• Jonjionus and Gefner make it to be the Druinus^ which 
has been already defcribed. 

LXV. The Anacandia^ a Ceyhntck Serpent, of monilrous 
Corpulence, being in longitude abour 25 Foot. D. Cleyerus^ who 
accounts for this gigantick Serpent, fays, he faw one of them 
open'd, in whofe Belly was found a whole Stag, with all hb in- 
tegral Parts : In another they found a wild Goat ; and in a third, 
a Porcupine arm'd with all its Darts and Prickles -f^. Serpents 
of this nature have often &llen in our way, by which we may 
imagine, that there is a vaft ipread of them over the Earth. Mr. 
Ray from Cleyerus gives this account of the Monfter— — Tho' the 
Tturoat feems narrow, yet 'tis very extenfible, and the Fadts have 
been confirmed by Experience. When the Prey is catch'd he 
wraps himfelf about it, takes it by the Nofe, fucks the Blood, and 
foon reduces it to a Hodge-podge ; after he has broken the Bones 
in pieces, that emits a Sound like a Gun, ibid. And in doing all 
this he fpends two days. 

LX VI. The Gbalgbulawa is another Cevlonite^ that goes by 
the Name of Serpens Indicus Saxatilis^ deicrib'd by whitifh Lines, 
that ran acrofs one another : Whether the Poet refers to this, as 
a Serpent affeding ftony and gravelly Situations, or to a certain 
Fiih, I determine not + 



LX VIL The MarAalla is another Indian^ and from its Name^ 
we may conclude it has fomething of the canine Nature, for it 
flies with great Fuir at Paflengers, as fome Does ufualiv do. Tis 
of a light red (or bright bay, as we call it m Hoiies) ipotted 
with white. 

% 

LXVni. The NirUipohnga^ an Indian Serpent, whofe Skin 
is checkered with white and bkck Spots. Its Bite is accompanied 
with mortiferous Sleep, therefore call'd Serpens bypnoticus, Jbpori^ 

Jerous 

* A futwrh^ fmdVMldi fmtet. 

t Df O^MVo gfitne mrtentur hgi^ qu^ D. Cleyerus m Epbemer. Germsw. Anoo 1%. 
Obfenr. 7. cut titulus, DtSerfemfe mMgma InS^ OrienuUs Ur^hubsUm Je$lk$itmUt 
lUrrat. Rsii Spttf/b Awimsmni^^-^p. 333, 334. 

4 Turn viridii fquamis, paryo Uiacuis ore. OvkL 
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fer^ui Serpent^ whofe Wounds are as an O^afe, or Medicines that 
induce fleep, in which they die. ^. Wny may not we fuppofe 
this narcotick Poifbn to be the fame with that, which Cleodatra 
ufed in executing the Sentence that Heroine pad upon herielf j 

LXIX. The Wepekn Serpent : Nothing is (aid of it» but that 
it rcfeipbles an Indian Reed or Cane in form. 

LXX. SERPENS Fhiviatilis, fcems to be the Water^Snake. 
LXXL SERPENS Spadiceus.z Serpent of light red Coldtr. 

LXXII. Then follows the Ceyhnic Hotambceia^ Dr. Robin^ 
Jbn^s Account of this Serpent, he had from the Learned Herman^ 
nus'% Library. 

N.B. Some of thefe Eaftern Serpents may coincide and agree 
in Charadler with thofe of America^ and other Regions. Where 
there is fuch an infinite Variety of them, and delineated by fb 
many difilerent hands, *tis difficult to give an exadt Deicription of 
every individual Serpent. 
' Other parts of the Ea/i^Indies (Continent and Iflands) are 
infefled with Ser^nts of various kinds and fizes, and he muft be 
more than a Conjurer in Hiftory, that can charm them to make 
their Appearance in one Place, and all in their proper Habiliments. 

LXXIIL The hooded ot Mtmk Serpent^ found in an Iflandnear 
Batavia (a Dutch Settlement in the Eaft^hidies) which difiers 
from other Serpents in the uncouth Shape rf its Heaa^ that looks as 
if it were cover'd with a large lone Hood^ like a Monk's Cowl^ or 
the Widow's Veil^ therefore called the hooded Serpent^ which is 
a very dangerous Animal. Upon a view of its Prey it imme<-^ 
diately advances towards it, with terrible Rage and Hiffing. 

W H e N the Sieur de la Cafe was hunting one day in the Woods 
adjacent to Batavia^ he iaw one of thefe Serpents deicending from 
a Tree, making a fearful Noife: It was about the thickneis of a 
Man's Arm, and in lengtl^ about eight Foot. 

This venemoos Creature was no iboner on the Ground, but 
it madb towards him with the greatefl Fury ; but having a Gun 
ready ^barged, he very happily (hot it dead, and made off hailily 
for fear of a fecond Attack *. 

0^2 LEGUAT 

* Fr. Leffidt^s Vojaies^ in Atl for Afs. 
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LEGUATy wh^ gWcs this Account, and was in Batama^' 
A. i). 1697, fays, he law a Serpent in that Country aboot fifty 
Foot long. jY. B. The Skin^ of one that was 20 Foot kmg, is 
{hewn ia B^fiwhy that fwallow'd an Infant. i^/V. 

LX-XIV. The Musk-Serpent ^ fo termed from its mnflcy or 
fweet Scent. Thefe fwect-fccnted Animals are Inhabitants of the 
Eajiy between CaUcuty the fecond Kingdom of MalaboTy and 
Candabor. In Ceylon are Mufk-Rats, where the Inhabitants eat 
all Bfkts, but this kind. 

The s £ Muik-Rats are in all things (haped like our Water^ 
Rats, only fomething larger ; and in other refpedts difl^r only in , 
that mufky Scent. A Gentleman, who kept one of them in a 
wooden Cheft, obferved that two days before it died, 'twas moft 
odoriferous, and icented the Room above what was common *» 
In Mufcovy is a Water-Rat, which fmells like Mufk 5 and alfo a. 
great number of Musk-CatSy which look like young Bucks with- 
out Horns, and therefore call'd Musk^Harts by the Cbinefey be- 
caufe they refemble thofe preatures. The Mbfk is contam'd in 
a little Excrefcence near the Navel -f-. 

I N America alio, are found Woodjs, abounding, with Muflc*' 
Rats, that are as big as Rabbits, and h'av6. Burrows in the Ground. 
Their Skins are black. Bellies white, and fmell exceeding ftrong 
of Mufk %. The vegetable World alfo, entertains us with Mfifk- 
Pears, Muik-^Rpfea^ finglp^ an4j double,, and the Ever-green, Gsfr*. 
iV. B. MufkJl^its ffeqqent ftelk Streams,, and no other.. 

The Vibc^^'Musk con^e; ftom:tbe ArabiCy Mdjcbuy a Perfume 
of ftrong* Scent, only agreeable iwhen moderated by the Mixture 
of fome other Perfume, by .which it becomes an agreeable artifi- 
cial Odour. . ^ . .Mufk is found in a little Swelling, like a prs* 
ternatural Tumor, or B^ggrowing (about the Bignefs of a Hen's 
Egg) under the Belly of a wildiBeail, of the lame Name 4 and . 
appears ta be nothing elfe^ but :a.kind of b^as Blood. there; 
congealed* i - :; :« \ 4. : i.i : . . / - . 

This Musk-AmmaJiU oommon in the Baftrlndiesj as in the 
Kingdoms of Boutan^ Cocbin-Obina^ but the mbft eftccmTl arc 

^ thofft 

t This Animal is dcfcribed by Fhiiif Mifihfus in his Cbwefi AtUt. 
X Hifiory oftht AntilUs. 
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tbofe of 7ibet. Whcin the Bladder under the Belly is taken out, 
they feparate the congeard Blood, and dry it in the Sun. 

Sir John Cbardin^ feys, Musk is alfo produced in Perfia from 
an Impoftume in the Body of a BeaA, that refembles a Goat^ and 
;rows near the Navel, and is better than that of China. The 
icent of it, adds he, is fo ftrong, that it many times kills thofe 
who hunt the Beaft, when they firft open the Bag, except they 
Aop their Mouths and Noies with Linnen: 'Tis eafily counter- 
feited, and the heft way to try it, is by drawing a Tireadj dipr 
in the Juice of Garlick, thro' the Bag with a Needle ; and if the 
Garlick lofes its Scent,, the Muik is good, jit I. 397. 

LXXV. The Boitiapo (that (hould have been mentioned be- 
foret with its Brazilian Relatives) is a large Serpent^ about feven 
Foot long, not quite fo thick as a Man's Arm, of an olive Colour^ 
yellow Belly, in Body round, cloath'd with Scales that make an 
elegant Appearance in a fort of triangular form. Tis very vene- 
mous, and its Wounds not curable without timely and proper 
Applications. 

The Lacertan Snakes or Lizards come next under Confidera- 
tion, and in the fame order as laid down by the Learned Mr. 
Ray -f*. Previous to .that, I beg leave to obferve, that Mbjis places 
two forts oi Lizards among unclean Creatures, the StellioznA La^ 
certa. Thefe Lizards differ vaftly in Bulk ; fomc a Finger's 
Iqngth ; in Arabiur^i^f^^ of a Cubit long ; iii the Ifiditi^ tweMy- 
four Feet inflength. Several forts of LiTsards are hietition'd in 
Scripture, Ijev^xu 30. the two former are tranflated iS/^///^ and 
Lacerta ; the third istranQated a Mole^ hut Batbaff maintains, it - 
is a Came/eon ; the fourth is defcrib'd Prav.xxx.2S: and there. 
Spider is rendered SteJIio, a Lizard. Mr. Ray begins with 

. LXX VL The Crccodi/e, the largcft of the Lacertan Racc^ a 
N^me which is fuppofed to come from a wofd :); that fignines 
afraid of Sa^hn^ becaufe this Creature abhors the Smell of Saffron^ 
a& a learned Author obferves [|. It is an amphibious Beaft, noi- 
fome and voracious, and one of the Wonders of Nature ; for^ 
from an Egg no bigger than that of a Goofe, proceeds an Animal 
which increafes to eight or ten Yards in length^^ 

His 

J K p 9MQUik9i ai iAd(. Gr^iis timidus. | Calmft. 
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His Mouth is very wide, and is extended to the Ears ; his 
Snout and Eyes like thofe of Swine ; the Teeth, which are in- 
graird, are white, acute, ftrong and numerous; the Feet arm'd 
with flrnrp Claws ; the Skin of the Belly is tender and may be 
eafily penetrated, but the other parts of the Body are not pene- 
trable by Swords and Arrows : It defies even the Wheels of a 
loaded Ckrt, as well as Darts and Spears : It is of a yellow Co- 
lour, fay fome ; but Wormius in Mr. Raf% Sympfis fays, that thofe^ 
he had ieen, were inclined to the grey or afh Colour. 

The Tail is near as long as the Body, upon which are Fins of 
a Fifh, whereby he is capacitated to fwim. When he flrikes 
with his Claws, he tears with his Teeth, and grinds the very 
Bones of what he kills into Powder. In Winter he lives much 
without Foody but in Summer, his Suftenance is of the animal 
kind, but is mofl fond of human Flefh ; and as he is an amphi- 
bious Creature, plunders both Elements *. 

The Crocodile, when prcft with Hunger, fwallows Stones, 
which have been found worn round about, and the wafled parts 
reduced to fuch minute Particles, as were fit to circulate with the 
Mafs of Blood f. 

I N Egypt the Crocodile is made the Objed of religious Adora- 
tion^ but not by all the Nation ; for the Inhabitants of ^entyra 
(an Ifland form'd by the River Nilui) were fo far from worihip- 
ping that hateful MonAer, that they defpifed it, and often brought 
them to the 'Roman Shews for Diverfion. "This Averfion to 
CrQcodiUs cauied a War between the Tentyrians and the other 
Egyptians^ who worfliip'd thofe Creatures j of which People Job 
feems to fpeak in the following Words : Let them curfe it that curfe 
the day^ who are ready to raife tip their Mournings Job iii. 8. Some 
read it^ to raife up the Leviathan^ or to awake the Crocodile ; of 
which Job gives an admirable Defcription, under the Name of 
Leviathan^ Job xli, i, 2, 3, 4. ... So the Pfalmifl, Thou hreake/i 
the Heads of Leviathan in pieces^ and gaveji him to be Meat to the 
People inhabiting the Wildernefs. 

Wh E N I think of the fuperditious Egyptians warring againft 
the People of Tentyra^ I can't but obfcrve how the lame kind of 
Spirit (the more the pity) too often reigns among Chriftians : 
Thofe who have ricjicul'd Superftition, and cndeavour'd to pro- 
pagate 

♦ JokJImms^ 141. t Nhremier^hf. 
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pagate Trutb, have always had Vengeance and Wrath breath'd 
out againft them, and have been expofed to the iame Fate as the 
Tentyrians. 

The Habitations of Crocodiles are generally in great Rivers, 
as the Ganges in AJia^ one of the greateft Rivers in the World, 
and which is accounted &cred : Its Water is clear and fweet, 
weighs an Ounce in a Pint lighter than any other Water in the 
Country : The Great Mogufs Court drink none elfe with their 
Wine. Thefe monftrous Animals are alfo found in the Nik and 
Niger ^ two of the greateft Rivers in Africa ; and alfo in the great 
Rivers ol America^ efpecially thofe of the Amazons^ which abound 
with Crocodiles of vaft Bignefs, that very much annoy the In- 
habitants. 

GEMELLl \tiXht Atlas ^ fays the Crocodile is hatch'd of aq 
Egg no bigger than that of a Turky, but grows to thirtv Foot 
long, the Back arm'd with impenetrable Scales, the Moutn wide 
enough to fwallow an Heifer, and only moves the upper Jaw ; 
it fees better by Water than Land^ is cowardly, and generally 
flies froo) thofe that attack it, but daring enough otherwife ; for 
which reafon the Egyptians made it the Hieroglyphick of fthpu- 
dence.— They have no Tongue, and eat nothing in all the autum- 
nal Quarter ♦. 

This Animal has a great Dexterity in catching Wild -fowi, 
which always abound in thofe sreat Rivers, and along Sea-fhores, 
as Ducks, Teals, and other Water-fowls: When in want of 
Food, he goes into the Sea, where he lies in iuch a manner, that 
the upper*part of his Back appears above the Water, zv4 looks 
like a piece of Timber floating ; the Wild-fowls mif):rufling no- 
thing, come fo near it, that he immediately devours them : They 
lurk among Reeds and Bufhes^ on the Banks of Rivers and great 
Pools> from whence they fuddenly leap out, and eat up their 
Pror, whkrh ibmetimes mppens to be People that come to drink 
or retch Water. 

The Inhabitants of Madagafcar^ an African Ifland, k)ok upon 
Crocodiles as Devils, and fwcar by them : When Differences 
happen amone them, they go to a River, where he that is to 
fwear throws himfelf into the Water, and conjures the Crocodiles 
to be Arbitrators betwixt him and his Adverfary^ and to let him 

live 
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live if he fpeaks Truth, but if orhcrwift.-, to deftroy him *. 
Among the Rarities in Gre/ham- College^ London^ is a Crocodile 
about two Yards and a half long. Crocodiles are little known in 
Europe^ but common in the Indies. 

The Land Crocodile^ call'd Seincns, is varioufly defcribed. In 
the Molucca Illands they are accounted the fierceft of Monfters, 
contrary to thofe of the Nile^ according to fomc Writers -f-. Har-^ 
ris fays :}:, that they are very harmlefs, and in fome places fo 
tame, that Children play with them. Le Comte fays, what are 
c^WtAf mall Crocodiles J are huge Lizards^ found all over the Woods 
in Sianij as alfo in Houfes and Fields ||. 

This Land Crocodile is indeed an amphibious Animal, lives 

partly in the Water and partly upon dry Ground : It has four 

^ilehder Legs like a Lizard ; its Snout is (harp, and its Tail fhorr, 

cover'd with fmall Scales of a filver Colour. 'Tis hatch'd in 

Egypt ^ near the Red- Sea, in Libya^ and the Indies. 

In Leviticus there's mention made of a kind of Crocodile^ 
in the Hebrew called Cboledy which the Septuagint tranflates 
it^xofu\&» x^^^^^&'j a land Crocodile, which is a "kind of Lizard, 
that feeds upon the fweeteft Flowers it can find ; this makes its 
Intrails to te very much valued for their agreeable Smell. Bel-- 
lonius fays, it has four Feet, and a round knotty Tail, and is as 
big as the Salamander. 

Th E R e's fcarce any way to manage him by Land, unlefs it be 
by a Wile, as they do on the Banks of Ntlus^ where little Huts 
are ereded, from whence the Watchmen, upon the Approach of 
a Crocodile, fpring out with long Branches in their Hands, which 
they, with great Dexterity, thruft into its Throat ; and not being 
able to extricate itfelf, it ^Us down, upon which others of thefti 
difcharee their Arrows at his Belly, which being a tender part, he 
is ibon killed ; but in Water he is quickly noofed, becaufe for want 
of a Tongue, he can't lafely open his wide Mouth, without being 
fufFocatcd. 

This terreftrial Crocodile comes to us by way of Alexandria 
and Venice^ and is very ufeful in phyfical Prcfcriptions. 

LXXVII. 

* Delhn cm MadagaCcaf^ in Atl Afr. 

+ Barth, Leonardo ae ArgenfoU^s Dilco^cry of ihe MoluciM and Philiffine Iflands. 

X Atlas Amer. 2^3. 

\ Memirsy 2d Edit. p. J02. 
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LXXVIL The Cordylus is a little noxious Reptile, fuppofed 
by ibme to be the Land Crocodile^ becaufe upon firU; fight it looks 
like the Nilotic^ but upon a ftridter view, the Fallacy appears. 
The Back is covered witn clofe compacted Scales, as a Houfe with 
Tiles, by which 'tis diftinguifh'd. 

Its Tail is rough, and like a Club, wherewith it ftrikes what- 
ever it meets, therefore is called Caudiverbera^ that is, one that 
ftrikes with the Tail j a Tail prominent with War *. 

LXXVIII. The Tapayaxis is a Lizard of New Spain, and of a 
round form ; and, Spaniard-like^ is flow in Motion, and as loth 
to change its Seat, as the Spaniards their old Fafliions and Cu- 
ftoms. This little Creeper is of the northern Tribe, being ge- 
nerally found in the Mountains of cold Regions. It is obfervable, 
that if its Head be comprefl: or Squeezed, it will throw out Drops 
of Blood with a Force that will carry them fcvcral Yards off -t*. 

LXXIX. The Lacerfus Viridis, or green Lizard, is found 
in Italy y &c. lives in Meadows, and being of the harmlefs kind, 
little is iald of it. There are many Lizards of other Colours, but 
none fo beautiful as the green ones ; tho' very fmall) they are 
pretty : Many make themifelves very i^miliar with them, and put 
them Lp their Bofom :|;. 

LXXX. The Tejuguacu is a Brazilian Lizard^ of black Co- 
lour, beautified with elegant white Spots, which renders it plea- 
flng to the Eye : Its Tongue is long and cloven, fmooth and red. 
'Tis a little Creature, and moves its little Body with great Cele- 
rity ; is patient in Want, and will for fix or feven Moons, live 
without any kind of Suftenance, but Air, the Fluid in which we 
all breathe. 

LXXXI. The Taraguira is znoihct Brazilian^ of about a 
Foot long, whofe Body is fmooth, and naturally guarded by an 
Armour of a ftrong ibuamatick Skin, and the Scales fituated in a 

R kind 
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kind of triangular form : It affefks to refide in Underwoods, and 
Places inclofed, and near to Houfes. 

LXXXII. The Ameiva Serpent, which is not much different 
from the former, except it be in its forked Tail, which terminates 
in two different Points ; and in this Article feems to differ from 
all other fanguineous Animals, among whom, &ys the learned 
Ray^ I have never heard of any elfe furnifh'd with two Tails : 
This looks Hke fomething anomalous in Nature, and contrary to 
its common Rules, if the Defcription be true. 

LXXXIII. The Taraquico Aycuraba is another venemous Off^- 
fprihg of Brazil^ a Species of the former, but differs from it in 
the Tail, which is fingle. Thid Animal is covered with little 
rough triangulated Scales, the Extremity of which is decked with 
brown Spots, and the Back with various dufky Specks, ranged in 
the form of Waves. 

LXXXIV. The Americima is a little venemous Creeper,, 
whole Body inclines to the fquare, about three Fingers long, in 
Craflitude as the Quill of a Swan ; bright to the Eye, and fmootb 
to the Hand : The Back is made flrong by whitifli Scales ; the 
Head, Shanks, and Sides with brown ones : The Tail is of fine 
azure Colour 5 its Claws are fetigerous, rcfembling the Briflles of 
a Hog. 

LXXXV. CARAPOBEBA is another minim Serpent of 
America^ and veneniferous, four or five Fingers long : The Body,, 
that in Colour rcfcmbles a Liver, is adorn'd with white Marks, 
(and the Tail with white Lines) and is illuminated with glaring 
Eyes, like Globes of Glafs. 

LXXXVL TEJUNHANA IS a little Serpent, whofe Head 
is (harp-pointed : The Tail is about fix Fingers long, fmooth and 
jound, and ends like a Needle ; the Head is covered with rough 
Scales, like Mi/fordOyders ; the Back and Sides are cloath'd with 
a Skin, that is finely painted with green and brown Colours, and 
when touched, feels jfoft like Velvet. 

V. LXXXVIL 
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LXXX VII. T o thefe Americans I add the Sfellio, which Mr. 
Ray calls the fwifty qxjpotted Uzard^ wbofe Bcsdjr roakes a glo- 
rious Appearance, by guttering Spots, tbajt when it paakes its Pa- 
rade, looks like a little moveable Firnoament of Stars : This Ser- 
pent is pretty common in 7T:>racey Sicily^ anc} Syria "f". 

*T I $ laid of this Animal, that it cads its Skin and eats it a- 
gain ; and if lb, 'tis a proper Embleni of defultory Creatures, 
who leave their Vices for a time, and return to them afterwards "f-. 

Among Serpents is fuch Variety of charming Cc^ours^ and 
Figures, that if it were not for the natural Antipathy th»t w(: 
have for them, perhaps there is not one thing that the JSye coul4 
take greater Delight in. 

B £ 8 1 D IS 6 the above Lacertick Serpents of Brazil^ Roche fi^t%^ 
a French Author, mentions other Serpents different from thefe, 
which come next under Confideration. 

LXXX VIII. The Les Anofes^ a Serpent in bignels like th^ 
Gallick Lieards, but of a longer Head ; of a yellow Skin, like 9. 
Sun»burnt RouffUtrnte^ or the Salvage Man in the Ifl? of Borneo \ 
Ruflet Back, channeled with green ; of an a£hy or cineraceous 
Colour s a boiflerous noiiy Animal. It's generally in motion by 
Day, and by Night lodges in hollow places, where it Joins with 
the Brotherhood, in diflurbing the Neighbours with hideous 
Croakings : by the loudnefs of its Noiie, it fhould (eem that it had 
but an empty Noddle. 

LXXXIX. LES RO^E% a Serpent of a ruddy Colour^ 
intermix'd with black and yellow Points ; of fparkling Eyes, and 
majeflick Mien, walking in a flately manner with Head ere<ft ; 
and fkipping about like a Bird, or a French Beau, who was faid 
to make a Solecifm with his Hand, when he made a falfe Gefture 
on the Stage. 

XC. The Mahujas, a word that fignifies a Devil in the In^ 
dian Language, and given to this Serpent, becaufe in its Nature 
it is moft malignant and mifchievous : It lives in fenny Ground, 
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and^aded Valleys, dreadful in Appearance^ and more fo m its 
Executions. 

This cruel Serpent is an Emblem of the old Serpent^ that 
great fiery Dragon, that in a few Hours reduced "Job^ a wealthy 
Prince, into the loweft Ebb of Poverty, converted his Palace in- 
to a Dunghill, and his Body into an Hofpital of Difeafes ; and if 
Scrmitted, he would in^mediately turn the Earth into a Scene of 
lood and Deftrudlion j therefore he is called* airoAAow^ the Deftroyer^ 
Rev.bi. II. the Murderer, and Shedder of Bloods N. B. The 
tutelar Deity of the Cafars was Apollo^ tfiat is, iht^—'DeJiroyer. 
The like lund of bloody Deity preiided in the Temples of Ty- 
ranny'*cvcr fince. 

XCI. The Gobe Mouje^^ fo denominated by the French^ from 
iV^ gobbling all kinds of Flies, which it conftantly hunts, and'fwaU 
lows in a voracious manner. It commonly frequents Houfes^ 
where it fuffers no little Infedts to live, no not upon Garments : 
It is of the ftellionick form, and the leaft of all the Quadrupeds 
in thofe AniilleSy which our Englijh call, the Leeward^Jlands. 

Ma y not this Animal fervc to reprefent thofe gobbling- Sots; 
who brufli off the Flies of Melancholy, and drown them in the 
inchanted Cup? Thus like wife the Sons oi MammoirhMtit, for 
golden Flies ^ as Entertainments moft delicious. 

XCII. BROCHET DE TORRE, or the LanJ-Piie, is a 
Serpent of about fifteen Inches long, fo termed from its Likened 
in Figure and Skin to that Fifh. Inftead of Fins, it has four 
Feet, too weak to fupport the Body, therefore crawls on its 
Belly, after an odd unufbal manner, winding its Body about like 
a Pike newly taken out of the Water ; which kind of Motion be- 
ing ftrange, ftrikes Terror into Spedlators. . Trfr^ denies it to 
have the pcrfeft Shape, Head and Skin of the common Pike, 
and treats Sieur Rocbeforf with fome Roughncfs, according to 
Mr. Ray. 

In the Night, thcfe Serpents are foundunderthe Rocks, where 
they make a frightful Noife, more hideous than the croaking of 
Frogs and Toads. In Antigua is a Fifh called' Cane^ like our Pike 
iii figure, (twtn or eight Foot long, and big in proportion : It 
greys like the iS^^rit, and.elpcciaHy on human Flem>^ aad the 

Uai^. 
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Icaft Bite of its Teeth proves mortal Poifon, without immediate 
Application of fome fovercign Antidote *. 

XCIII.^T H E laft he mentions, is a little Serpent ^ about feven 
Fingers in length, and terrible to the Eye. The Skin is imbroi* 
defd with black Scales, that look fmooth and fleek as if it were 
a Surface of Oil : It is furnifh'd with very (harp Teeth, fmall 
Eyes, but fo weak that they can't long face the Light, no more 
than a Frenchman can look Truth in the face,, or a SfaniardAhe 
Field of Battle. 

When this little venenraus Animal apprehends any Danger, 
k immediately digs into the Earth, with its five crooked and 
ftrong Claws, that foon penetrate the Ground : 'tis guilty not only 
of Evils among Beafls, but of great Devaflations in Orchards and 
Gardens -f. 

I Have wondered^ fays a learned Author, to fee with what 
gi;eat Qutcknefs^ Art, and Strength, many Vefpa^ Ichneumons^ 
Hvild Bees and B^^/ii?j,— perforate the Earth, yea, even Wood it- 
felf ; but the moft remarkable in this way, is the Mole^Cricket %.. 
Si^ine^ who dig in the Earth foe their Food,, have all parts of their 
Head adapted for that Service, but rather more remarkable in the 
M)ley^ whofe Neck, Eyes, Nofe and Ears are all fitted in the 
niceft manner, to its fubterraneous way of Life. 

XCI V. The Ground Rattle-Snake^ fo called, only bccaufe it 
refeinbles the real Rattle-^Snake in Colour, but is fomewhat darker : 
k never grows above twelve or iixteen Inches long ; 'tis reckon'd 
among the worfl of Snakes, . and of a hardy Nature, becaufe it 
keeps out of its Winter-Quju-ters the longeft of any^ N.B. This 
Serpent and fome of the following ar^ taken out of the natural Hi^ 
fkry of Czxo\m2i ||,. a part of jimerica belonging to England^ The 
Natives of that Country were of a larger Size than Europeans^ 
and accounted fo faithful in their Fromifes, and fo jufl in their 
Dealings, that they.had.no Words to. exprefs Difhnefiy^ Frauds 
or Che{7ting.'^^^\Yh2it contributed chiefly to their honeft Simplir 
city, and plain Method of living, was their Contempt of Riches ; 
werecoiuent with plain Pood and Raiment, without being anxi*- 
oufly foUidtous for to* morrow. 

XCV.. 

♦ Hifiorypfthe Antilhs. t 1^/. X T>9fbmm TbjJ. TktoU^ 
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XCV. The Horn-Snakfy very venemous, hifles exadly like a 
Goofe, upon any body's Approach. Serpents of this Clafi ftrike 
at the Enemy with their Tail, which is arm'd at the end with a 
horny Subftance, like a Cock-Spur, that kills whatever is wounded 
with it. Tis faid, that in Virginia^ iHxy only fhoot their Tongues, 
and (hake them at the Enemy *. 

XCVI. T« E Hydrus, Natrix^ or Water-Smkt^ of the& are 
various forts, and all in fome degree amphibious. When the 
ColubiT Aquaticui wounds any, 'ds attended with a moft diiagnee- 
able Odour, and fo ftrong, that it forbids a near Approach to 
the unhappy Sufferer, who iaunediately falls into a Tremor and 
Diftraddon, and foon expires (the third day, fkysMliau) mthoofe 
timely Relief -f". 

Its common Refidence is in (ha^ow Waters, and when they 
are dried up; it goes upon dry Ground, where its Wound ia 
more dangerous than in Water : Biit more of this eliewhere. 

XCVII. In that Country they have what they call Swamps 
SnaAa ; three forts of which are near a-^kin to the Water-Snakes; 
and may be rank'd among them. The Belly of the firft is of the 
carnation Colour, the Back is dark : the next, which is of a brown 
Cblour, always abides in the Marfhes : the third is of a motley 
Cokmr, and very poifonous. 

They dwell on the fides of Swamps, /. e. Bogs, Marfhes, 
and Ponds, have a prodigious large Mouth, and they arrive to 
the thickneis of the Calf of a Man's Leg. Among thefe I place 
the black Truncheon- Snakes^ that live on the Banks of Rivers, 
which, when difturbed, (hoot into the Water, like an Arrow 
cut of a Bow. I fancy the Name is borrow'd from a certain 
Weapon call'd Truncheon, which we call Battoon^ or Tipflaff, 
of a cylindrical form» ufed by principal Officers of State, Gene»- 
j^als, and fometimes by Conftables, when they go upon fecrot 
Expeditions. 

XCVIU. The R£d-biUy^Snake, this is U> called from its ruddy 
Colour, which inclines to an Orasige^tfed. -Of thefe are two forts ; 

onn, 
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one, like Abel the Innocent ; the other, like Cain the Cruel : 
An Emblem of the World, humane, angelic Animal, and vege* 
table, in whkh is a Mixture of Good and Evil. 

XCIX. The Red- back-Snake^ fo named from that Colour ) 
a long, flender Snake, but not very common. A certain Surveyor 
of Lands in Carolina happen'd to ftep over one of thefe, v^hich 
he did aot fee till his Servant fpy'd it : The Surveyor iiviuired of 
the Indian that was along with him, JFbetbir it nvas a wry vej 
nemous Serpent ? Who anfwer'd, Hat if he bad been woumtei by 
it^ even the Indians themfehes^ tbo* expert in the Art of curing fer-^ 
pentine Wounds^ could not havefaved his Life *. 

Red, which is one of the primary Colours, proceeding frood 
the leaft refrangible Rays of Light, is a lively Emblem of Fire^ 
or the fiery Venom in this Serpent^ whofe principal Quality, ia 
to draw Blood. 

C. Th E Scorpion-Lizard I 'tis commonly called fb, but is no 
more like it than a Hedge- Hoe : It is indeed of the Lizard Co^ 
lour, but much larger : Its Back of a dark copper Colour ; the 
Belly, an Orange ; quick in its Motion on the uround^ and very 
nimble in running up Trees ; has Several Rows of Teeth, and is 
reckoned to be of a very poifonous Nature. 

CL The Long Black^Snake^ is a land Animal, and very coux- 
mon, I have, fays my Author, kilfd feveral of tbem» full fix 
Foot in length. Its Bite, tho' painful in its Confcquences, is not 
deem'd commonly mortal : the wounded Part fwells, and turns 
to a running Ulcer. No living Creature more nimble in Motion, 
or a greater Enemy to Mice, tor it leaves not one of that Vermin 
alive, wherever it comes. This Serpent kills the Rattle-Snake, 
by twifting its Head about the Neck of that Snake, and whipping 
her to death with its Tail. 

This Serpent very much haunts Dairy-houfes in thofe Coun- 
tries, and makes very free with unguarded Milk-Pans, and Cream- 
Pots : It delights to be among Hens, whofe Eggs it does not fuck, 
but fwallows them whole, as all Snakes do their Sudenance. It 
will often fwallow the Egg under a fitting Hen, and then lie in- 
the Neft in the form of a Ring. 

A L LO \v 
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Allow here a few Remarks upon the Nature of Milk and 

Eggs. 

In all kinds of Vegetables is an oily Subflance, which is a Fluid 

that Animals take in with their Food, and no vegetable Food is 
nutrimentat, without fome Proportion of this Oil 5 even Grafs, 
efpecially in its Seed^ abounds therewith; which being thoroughly 
mixt with the Saliva ^ it turns milky in the Stomach : Which dif- 
fers from the Qjyle, only as having been more concotfled, and 
containing a large degree of Salt, which renders it convertible in« 
to Curd. 

MIL K therefore is an oily vegetable Matter^ circulated firft 
in Plants, then in Animals, and capable of being reduced into a 
cafeous and watry Subftance (or Cheefe and Whey, if you pleafe.) 
If Milk finds no opportunity of puffing off in its own natural 
form, it turns to Fat^ or goes away by Urine and Sweat, which 
commonly is the cafe in Men, for they generate Milk as well as 
Women, &c. 

A N Egg is from a certain animal Liquid, which by repeated 
Circulations in the Body, arrives at a perfeift animal State ; this 
Fluid comes from the oviparous Clafs, which is the White where- 
in the Yolk appears to fwim. The White and Yolk of Eggs are 
neither alkaline nor acid. 

The White diflblves by a gentle Heat ^ till it totally liquifies, 
(thi}s the Hen's Heat gradually dilSblves the White of a prolific 
Egg into Nourifliment ror the Chicken) but if you expofe the White 
to the Heat of boiling Water ^ it will immediately harden, into a 
vifcous, dry Mafs. 

The White of an Egg is a furprizing Menftruum, for if it 
be firft boiled hard in the Shell, and afterwards fufpended in the 
Air by a Thread, it will refolve and drop down into an infipid 
Liquor \ which is that heterogeneous Menftruum fo much ufed 
by ParacelfuSj and will make a thorough Solution of Myrrh ^ which 
is more than Water, Oils, or Fire itfclf can cfFedt *. N.B. The 
White of an Egg, by a ftrong Diftillation, will afford an alkaline 
Spirit, and will putrify by Digeftion j and a fingle Grain of this 
putrify'd Subftance taken, will, like Poifon, prefently caufe a 
Naufea, Vomit, Diarrhoea, Fever .... as Bellini tells us he has 
tried. And the learned Boerbaave himfelf, had feen thofe ter^ 
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fiBle EfFt'dls of it, which however are immediately ftoptby drink- 
ing any acid Liquor, as Vinegar, Juice of Lemons. From Milk 
I proceed to give an account of an odd Cuflom about Cheefe ia 
Antiquity, wz. Among iht Romansj one of their Taberna was 
called Cafearia^ a CAfeOy i. e. from Cheefe j not becaufe Cheeie 
was made or fold in it, but becaufe it was wont to be fmoaked 
there : It being a Cuftom among the old Romans and other //^« 
iians^ to make a great Smoke with Reeds and green Wood, on 
purpofe to dry and colour their Cheefe s hence the Poet Martial^ 

Non quemcunque focumy necfumum cafeus cmnem, 
Sed velabrenfem^ qui bibit illefapit.^^^ » ■ ■ ■» 

i. e. That Cheefe only is pleaiant and grateful, which does not 
iiick in every Fume^but wbic^ is imoak'd only, velabro, in Tents 
or Booths. 

CIL Th e King'S'Snake^ is the longeft of all others ; "but not 
•common. It is faid to be terrible to other Serpents, though not 
very venomous and grofs : the Indians^ Men and Women, in Gi- 
raiina^ make Girdles and Sajhes ojf their SkinSj as the Signs of Con^ 
-queft, and wear them as Trophies of Honour. 

This puts me in mind ©f Hippocrates, the Prince of Phyfi- 
<ians, who tells us that in the Eaftern Pacts of Europe, there is 
a Scythian People, called Sauromata, bordering on the Palus 
-Maotis, where the Women ride on horfeback, draw the Bow^ 
throw the Javelin as they ride, and fight in their Battles, fo long 
•as they remain Virgins ; and were not allowed to marry, tilltbei 
bad killed three Enemies in the Wars ♦. Of my Author 'tis faic^ 
•He neither knew how to deceive, nor be deceived -f*. 

N. B. Tu £ s E were the Women called Amazons, defcended 
from the Scythians, whofe Women were as warlike as the Meo^ 
and joined with them in their Wars. 

cm. The Com-Snaie, is moft like the Rattk-Snake of atf 
K>thers in Colour, but the Chequers are not fo regular ; neither 

S haa. 
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has It any Rattles. They are frequently found in Com-JUlds^ from 
whence, I prefume, they have their Appellation. In their Qua. 
lities they refemble the Grem^Snakes^ that are innocent by Na« 
ture, and in form admirably pretty^ if I may be allowed by the 
Ladies^ to call a Serpent fo. 

CIV. The Blowing-Serpent^ which is a Species of the Viper,, 
but larger than the European^ is fo called, becaufe it ibems to 
blow, to fpread its Head, and fwell very much, before it bites i 
which Bite is very poifonous, and feems to receive fome additional 
Malignity from tne Enlargement of it$ Head beyond the common 
Proportion. 

CV. Thb Brimjhne-Snake^ fo denominated from the Simi- 
litude of Colour : They might as well call it^ the Glafs-Snaki^ 
for if any Credit be given to the Hiflorian, 'tis as brittle as a 
Glafs-Tube, or a Tobacco- Pipe, fo that upon the touch of a 
Twig^ it immediatly breaks into feveral Pieces, which fome fay^. 
and nobody believes, are capablcof Re-union, 

Its component Parts may be weak and frail| but it is queflion- 
able, whether fo brittle as reprelented : 'Tis true indeed there are 
hard Bodies, that would not be affeded with a Twig, yet are 
very brittle. Thus Iron^ which is one of the hardeft Metals and 
yet mtjft brittk^ and by fufing, it becomes harder and more brit* 
tie. Now this, great Brittlene& of Iron, ariies from the great 
Quantity of Sulphur-Brimftone intermixed with it. The abun* 
aance of Suhbur in Iron^, is apparent from the Sparks it emits 
from under tne Smith's Hammer ^ thofe fiery Sparks being only 
the Sulphur of the heated Iron, nothing of which is feen in any 
other Metal ^. N. B. Roll-Brimflone fold in the Shops comes 
from the native Sulphur, which Helmont always preferred to that 
purified. 

CVL The Tellow- Snake is in length about feven or eight 
Foot 5 the Neck is fmall, rather lefs than its Body, which grows 
bigger till it be as big as one's Wrift, and continues fo large to 
the Anus 3 from whence it diminiihes by degrees to the Tail. Its 
Head (which is not very large) is of a dark Colour, and. fo arc 

the 

5' BmbfiatM^s Mah9d of Cbmifir}., 
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tlie Scales all over the Body, with fome yellow Streaks here and 
, there. The Belly is all yellow, like Marygold, whofe Flowers 
are cordial. 

These Serpents are for the mod part to be found in the 
woody Mountains of America ^ coil'd up in the Paths, as Ropes 
in a Ship : they are not hurtful, unlefs irritated ; they feed on 
Birds, Rats, &c. which they fwallow whole, and therefore Na*. 
ture has given them fuch a folded, rugous, inward Tunicle of the 
Stomach, that it may extend, and receive things of large Dimen- 
fions. Many of them have been killed with thirteen or fourteen 
Rats in their Bellies ^. 

I T has been obferved, that the Heart of this Serpent was beat- 
ing an Hour after the Head was cut off, and that it would turn 
and ^wift its Body fhangely in its Dififedtion^ for a long time afto: 
the Bowels were out : The Lungs were very membranaceous, be*' 
ang nothing but Blood- Veffels and Air-Bladders. So a very learned 
Authon ibid. 

CVU. The Chicken-Snake^ io called becauie of its Executions 
in the Poultry-yard, where it devours all Eggs, and lefler Birds 
that come in its way. Thefe Serpents are of a fboty Colour, and 
H will very readily roll themfelves round a fmooth-bark'd Pine-tree, 

eighteen or twenty Foot high, where there is no manner of hold, 
and there fun themfelves, and fleep all the pleafurable part of the 
Day, referving the hours of Darknefi for rambling *f*« There is 
no great matter of Poifon in them. Here the Hiflorian mentions 
the Eei'Snake^ improperly fo called, I think, becaufe it is nothing 
but a Leacb^ that only fucks, and can't fting nor bite^ fo as to do 
any Damage* 

CVIII. The VeSHs^ whofe Head, ftriftly fpeaking, is neither 
round, flat, nor pointed, but looks like a Swelling on both fides, 
one ilretching tranfverfly, like a Bar that guards a Door, or, if 
you pleafe, a Bettee^ an Engine to break open Doors. Though 
this Senfe be not intended here, yet 'tis true, that Serpents do 
make forcible Entries^ but it is always with Teeth and Tail, by 
which they often throw down the whole Fabrick, and drive out 
the Inhabitant. 

S 2 CIX, 

* Sir Hafff Shan't nyagit to Madeiray BarisJ. vol.ii. Load. 172;. 
t Nafural Hifiarj ofCsroUns^ p. i}^*. 
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GIX. The Tzicatlinan Serpent, called the Mother of. Ants^ 
becaufe it lodges in their Apartments, and other warm Situations^. 
We read of Ants in the BlaJi'Indies that build their Houfes above 
Ground, and with the Jine/i Cby^ of which the People make 
their Idols 5 their little Houfes are like ftrong Butts^ hollow witiK 
in, where they dwell, and breed in Nefts like Honey-combs. 

The Butts prefcnt to my view the Bow and Arrows in the- 
Hands of the Parthians^ who were efteemed the beft Archers in the- 
world, and very defervedly, having the Art ofjfjooting backwards^^ , 
and making their Retreat more terrible than theirCharge: Whence 
diat of Seneca *, The Parthians Flight does mcft affright. The 
aianner of their Fight is defcribed by the Poet, who lays, Thej 
vere Setter Soldiers when they run away^ and fought beft when fun^ 

*i^ft 2^ f^nfti^g ^oft to the Bow f, 

M, CRASSUS^ in his Expedition againft them^ being told 
by an Aftrolcger it would be unprofperous, becaufe of fome ill 
Afpeft in Scorpio : Hujh Man^ quoth he, / fear not Scorpio^. 
itut Sagittarius.— —But to return to. the Motherly Serpen/^ which 
is about a Foot and a half long, the Body flender, adorn'd witli 
red and white Streaks. Another Author fays, 'tis of a red Colour^, 
diftinguifli'd by black Lines, intermixed with white Spots :. The 
Indians play with this Serpent (as Ladies with their Lap-Dogs^ 
and for Diverfion^ wear this little innocent and pretty Animal (af^. 
a Necklace of Pearls) about their Necks J. 



The Macacaatl, or Anguis Cervinus^ fo called from it» 
horned Head, which refembles that of a Deer, a& thick as a Man^; 
Thigh, in length about twenty Foot, fprinkled with duiky Six>tB 
inclining to the black and yellow.--^-*-This feems to be a Member 
of the gigantick Family, already defcribed. Ibid.zy^. Therc-^ 
fore 1 difmifs it, and proceed to the 

CXL. A^AS EN "Scrptnt, which feems to be the Birth of the 
iPhilippineSy and very venemous: Its Wound proves fatal in a few 
Minutes, which is preceded by the Putrefaftipn of the Fleflb, next 

to. 

* Tcrga convcrfi metucnda Parthi. 
f Pugna levis, bellumque fugax, tu-marque fugaccs, 
Ec melior ceilinfc loco quani pel.ere miles. Lutiw. 

^Joan. Evffh. liiierimbergii Htfloria Hatura^ F*.^7^> — }• 
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to the afFeAed part. It is about two Spans long, of a brown 
C6lour, and a large Head *. 

CXIL The Serpent Otus is one of the Plagues of America^ 
and very poifonous^ there beBng but few hours diftance between 
the Wound it gives and Death. It is about an Inch thick, and 
three Foot long, a little Head and whitifh Belly, and may be far- 
ther diftinguifh'd from others, by white and black Spots, and 
^three red Lines running acrols ; flow in Motion, and fond of 
Shade ; found in Cuioy a fanious Ifland, where the antient Inha* 
iMitants went naked, tho' they might have been cloath'd in Gold 
The Hiftorian (peaking of Spani/h Cruelty^ obferves, that a cer- 
tain Indian Pnnce having fled to Cuba for Shelter, was taken bf 
the Spaniards y and condemned by them to be burnt alive. When 
they were tyi«g him to the Stake, a Priefi told him if he would 
embrace the Spanijh Religion, he (hould go to Heaven ; but if not, 
be muft burn for ever in HelL Upon this, the poor diftrefled 
Prince afk'd him, if there were any Spaniards in Heaveny and 
the Prieft anfwering. Yes ; Hatbuey the Prince replied, -viz. 

THAT if it* be fo. Til rather go to the Devils in Hell, than 
^ -with the Spaniards to Heaven 5 Tor their Cruelty is fucby that 
none can be more miferable than 'woere they are. N. B. This aCni- 
count is given by one of their own Bifhops "f. 

CXIII. The Dopon is i«eckoned to be a moft dangerous Ser- 
pent ; 'tis about an Inch round, and four or five Foot long. The 
vulgar Opinion is, that ihe whole Body is all over tinged widi' 
Foifon, the Tail excepted. Its Head is very large, and of am 
octangular Form, fo far as the Eyes, from which it grows Jcffe 
and lefs to the Mouth, which is oblong and flat, arm'd with ait 
Teeth in the upper Jaws, and fix in the lower, bdridcsleflerano8:r. 
The Tongue is flcnder, and of a black Colour. 

Its Wounds are terrible, allowing the Patient only aboiCt 
twenty- four hours to live. No fooncr is the Wound given, httt 
all parts of the Body begin to fwcll, and foon extend beyonl 
their due Proportion ; that they arc ibondifabled -from jierfomii- 
ing their Operations J^. • 

♦ l^afcitur in VhiUppkss. ibid. p. 27;. Nierctnbergias. 

t Barf hoi. ie las Cafas, Biftiopof Cbiipa. Hift. oi Antilles. 

X Hemedio tjl Alt xitn turn paft^aganftn, Nierembergii Hiiioria, clq^xiii.j^ltj|i^. 
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Thus Pride, the malignant Tumour of the Mind, was tlie 
fatal Wound, by which the Angelic Serpent, the firft in Dignity 
among created Beings, was transformed into a Devil. Sin, a Poi- 
fon fo ftrong, that by the firft tafte of it, the whole human 
Nature was infected. Adam and Eve tafted the forbidden Frait, 
and lo ! we muft all die for it, at the diftance of fo many thouk 
fand Years. 

CXI V. The Attakgatus is a finall flender Serpent, not ex- 
ceeding the Quill of a Goofe in proportion ; not poifbncnis in its 
Nature, yet very milchievous ; tor thefe little Creatures are an 
united Body, and live in community, and never feparate : they 
arc a Society without Schiiin, which is more than can be affirmed 
of all human Societies, civil or ecclefiaftick. 

When thefe faiall harmonious Reptiles go abroad, th^ travel 
in Company, a hundred ftrong or more, and where they nnd any 
afleep, thev immediately feize the Body, and with a Force united 
land irrefiuable, they devour it *. Behold ! a Cbnqueft by an 
Army of Worms 1 

Thus Herod the Great j the Proud, the Crael, when upon 
the Throne^ was attacked by an Army of Worms, that quickly 
devoured him. His Body became worm^eaten^ like a piece of rot- 
ten Wood •(•. Of the Executions done by Worms, we have di- 
vers Inftances in the human World. No part of Man's Body, 
whether inward or outward, but is fubjed: to Worms, and have 
been tormented with them. 

Man's Body, if rightly underftood, would appear to be a 
Granary for Worms, of divers Colours and Sizes : In the inward 
Farts, as Stomach, Guts, Liver, Blood, Gall, Bladder, have been 
found fwarms of Vermin, dipping the Foundation of the animal 
StruAure. We have Inftances of Worms bred in the human 
Brains, and were difcovered in the Brain of the Parish-Girl when 
opened—- probably laid, by fome Infeft, in the Laminx of the 
Noftrils, from whence it gnawed its way into the Brain %. So 
in the outer parts. 

GALEN 

* Niifftnhergn Hiftoriai cap. xiii. p, 274, 
X Derbam from BMrtb$l$nut. 
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GALEN vci Jonjloma fays, that in Ethiopia^ Indian and tho 
mountainous part of Egypt ^ the Inhabitants were tormented with 
Worms, that bred in their Legs and Arms, called Dracunculi^ 
whofe Motion in the Fle(h was confpicuous to the Eye. 

LUCIUS CORNELIUS STLLA, CmJuJ 2Lnd Dilator 
of Rome^ (the Glories of whofe Valour were obteured by barba- 
rous Cruelties) died of a ^^ip»«<ric> a wormy or loufy Difeafe : Thus 
AUman *, a renowned Greek Poet, and Pberecydes the Philoib- 
pher, and Mailer to Pythagoras^ died of the iarae loathfome 
Diftemper. 

In Per^a there are very long {lender Worms bred in the Legs 
and other Parts of Men's Bodies, fix or feven Yards long. Thofe 
who live upon the Red-Sea, and feed upon Locuils, are, in the 
laft Stage of Life, fubjed to a fort of Flying-Worms, like what 
is called a Tyke^ ipread over all the Body, ariiing at firft from a 
Scab, by fcratching of which they tear their Fleih. Nieremberg^ 

Some relate divers Examples of Worms taken out of the 
Tongue, Gums, Nofe, and otner Parts by a Woman at i>/V^^r, 
which they were Eye-witnefle& of. N. B. Mr. Dent and Mr. 
Lewis, in the Philofoph. TranC tn Lowthorp^s Abridg. where tbefe 
and divers others may befeen. 

I F it did not extend the Digrefiion too far, I might add here^ 
That there are no Animals, as Sheep, Wolves^ Goats, Deers^ 
Cbws, Horfes, Swine; yea, no Vegetables, as Trees, Herbs^ 
Plants, Flowers, but abound with Worms \^ and all thefe have 
Worms peculiar to themfelves. By the heljp of microicopical 
GlalSes, we may difcover Legions of Worms m Vinegar, humaa 
Bloody and other Liquids. 

CX V. The Ecatott^ Angms-Venti, Serpent-of-tbe-JFind, and 
very innocent, and perhaps the Name may be borrowed from a 
gentle falutary Gale ^ it is about fix Spans long, and two Inches in 
CrafHtude; the Eyes are black, Teeth iinalT, the Belly bright, 

lika 

• ?//»/, Part. I. 

Sed quis non pavett pherf qrdos hxz tragoddi : 
Qiii nimio fudore fluens, animalia tecra, 
Eduxic turpi roiferuiD qua morte culerunc. 
Sylla quoque infeliz tali languore perefus 
Cbrruit, & fcedo fe vklic ab agroine vinci. 

Si4 tefiatur Sifinm wtdkusl. 
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like Silver. The Back a jd Sides illaftrated with white Streaks, 
alternately painted with Yellow and Azure : the Tongue is of a 
black Colour, fmall, long, and cloven, and moft nimble in its 

Vibrations*. 

CXVI. DE Angue-LaqueOj the Enfnaring- Serpent. In the 
Province of Fera-Pas^ weft of the Honduras j they are much in- 
feded with feveral Infcifts, as Mujkettoes^ Fire-^FIies^ and Serpents, 
Among the laft is one Serpent of great Bulk, and excels in Craf- 
ntineis, being very fubtle and (harp in laying hold of its Prey. The 
Method is mrprifing ; for it wraps up irfelf in the Form of a 
Cinn, and fo decoys the Game into the Snare: It bites like a Dog; 
and is very mifchievous, tho' not of the venemous Order. Ibid. 

CXVU. THE^upidStxiptnt^ which they call CanaucoatX ia 
Charader is contradidious ; for, as reprefented in Hiftory, 'tis 
4]ull, and in a manner deftitute of Senfation, and yet a Creature 
full of Vitality and Spirit; and indeed is only remarkable for its 
Mettle. It is of the Tribe of Innocents, and very ftrong, and 
fears no Allault. In Dimeniion, monftrous $ for Thiciknefs, equal 
to a Marias Body, and twice the Liength. ''Tis faid, fome have 
fat upon it, apprehending it to be only the Trunk of an oldTreCi 
*Some other fabulous things are reported of it. 

It lives in the Shadow of Woods, often concealing irfelf un- 
dcr Branches and Leaves of Trees, where it furprizes the Prey^ 
wTiich, to ^>eak with the Vulgar, it draws to him, by the Force 
of its Breath, as a Loadftone does Iron. The Authors of the 
Atlas mention a Serpent of this attraflive Power in the PbHip' 
pine IJlands ; Birds and other Animals are drawn into the Trap 
by the Charms of the Breath ; yea, Partridges, Weafels— arc 
made to ran into its devouring Jaws. Ibid. 

If this Serpent be indued with this magnetic Property, it is a 
living Load/tone y and more ex ten five in its Attra<ftions than the 
real one; for this draws all animal Bodies to it, whereas the real 
Loadftone only attradls Iron. Attradion in the grofs, is fo com- 
plex a thing, that it may folve a thoufand different things alike. 

This Creature is called Ibitin in America \ zt\A probably the^famc 
TVith the following, though diftindtly con fidcrcd by the Hiftorian. 

CXVIIL 

f Nimmbergius^ cap. xv. p. 274. 
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CXVIII. The Serpent Bitin^ an Inhabitant of the Mountains 
and Woods in the Ifland of Cuba^ &c. of great Bulk, and Length 
about four Elk ; and in Shape terrible to the Eye. The Head, 
which refembles that of a Calf, grows large to the Eyes, which 
Iparkle with the bright and black, and are incircled with Rays 
of Green ; it has wide Jaws, armed with many (harp Teeth, a- 
mong which are four of the canine fort. 

CAN IN I Denies^ th^xis Dog* s-Teeth^ are two Teeth in each 
Jaw, fo called, becaufe they end like thofe of a Dog in a (harp 
Point,, whofe particular Office is to pierce the Aliments, there- 
fore are buried in their Sockets, by which they are more able to 
refifl all lateral Preflures, than the Moiares^ or the common 
Grinders. 

This Bitinian Serpent hangs by the Tail on Trees, devour- 
ing Men and Beafts that pafs by, and come within its Reach, by 
the dint of halituous Attradtion, as the Jlupid^ and fome of the 
Philippine Serpents are laid to do j but if it be fo, the Philofbphy 
of it is not yet accounted for, 

CXIX. The Momxillo^ or Mucronated- Serpent y fo called be- 
caufe its Termination is fharp-pointed. It has fomething of the 
Fierce and Terrible in its Appearance, but is more dreadful in Ai^<ft 
than Nature ; for its Wounds, though painful, are not mortal. 
Tis of the Lacertan KindKnd Colour ; the Tail long, and Legs 
of fmall length $ the Body about two Spans long, the Tongue 
large and forked and of red Colour. 'Tis tedious in Motion ; the 
whole Compound is cruftaceous, like Shell-Fifhes, adorned with 
white and yellow Spots, refembling little Pearls, or Seed of Gram* 
mel or Gray-Mile. 

N.B. The Seed of Vegetables confifls of an Embryo, in 
which is contained the whole Plant in Miniature. A compieat 
Oak is vifible in an Acorn by a Microfcope. 

CXX. The Tapayaxin^ a little wonderful Serpent 5 fome lay 
of the Lacertan Kind, others fay of an orbicular Form, not above 
four Inches Long. The Body is cartilaginous, or griflly, fmooth 
and folid. This kind of Coverture is harder than a Ligament, 
and fofter than a Bone, but is not covered over with any Mem- 
brane to make it capable of Seniation. 

T It 
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It moves flowly, and recommends itfelf by Divcrfity of CSo- 
lours : when touched, the Body appears to be cold. Now, Bodies 
are (aid to be cold or hot, as their Particles are in a greater or 
leiier Motion, than thofe of the feniitory Organs, All Changes 
in the created Globe, are the Efieds of Motion^ without which 
all Bodies would become una&ive Mafles *• 

This little Animal, is iaid to be pleafed, or rad^r uncoa- 
cerued, when taken up by human Hands; called on that ac- 
count, the Friend of Man ; that is, be who is not againfl us^ is fir 
us ; therefore merits our Smiles. His Situation correfponds with 
his natural Difpofition, for it is an Inhabitant of cold Regions. 
When its Head is compreft. Drops of Blood gufli out of his Eyes,^ 
which he cafls to a great diflance from him ; which agrees with 
a £:>rmer Defcription, &c. 

CXX'L D E Haro cohti genere. The Serpent Harus^ accord- 
kig to the Hiftorian tf-, is a Native of the Philippines^ and of 
ihe Lacertan Tribe : a very long Head (like the Philippine Queen) 
on a bulky Body, terminating in a (harp Point. It refembles the 
^aquetzall^ is in Mexico^ and i^rees therewith in moft things, 
and of which it feems to be a Species. 

I ir /chafes itsHabitation among Shrubs, adjacent toclear Streams^ 
and never defiles a Body, To prettily cofoured, with muddy Wa- 
ter, ^tiJl Gonftrained to make the 3^u(h its Shelter againi): the 
excejSive Heat of the Sun X» 

X t 

. CXfKIL Th£ ^ofoacoiin, or a Serpent called Rubeta^ .of the 
Liae^ of the red Toad: This ktqdis made up of Variety, dxU 
fering only one from another in Magnitude, Colour, andPoifon.. 
The ieflfer kiad not fo Yenemous as the larger. Some are green,, 
feme ace brown, and others black. Jn (hov^y Weather they 
make an open Appearance, and in iiich numbers,, that nope w.alk. 
abroad without running the rifk of a poifonous Touch. 

NEW^SP^JN^hQ^xudB with tliieai,wher€th€yj^^ watry 
Habita,tiQns. In P.^ru>^vc Meads as large almoft .41s iCats qt Dogs, 
but not ^i|K>ifoaouSfas tis^fe^qf Bra»il^ VKhere (hey hav^e^a Fiflv 

calkdi 

-^ KkrembergtHf^ cap. xxiv. p.a;/). VUfihwr kt^Phli^ffyiiK 
'^X Ihid. p. 276^ 
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€e\\tdi Amyaeu^ Le, loaJ^FiJb ; Vi€ about a^pan long, and cuddly 
painted ; its Eyes are fine and fair : It Avells ana fnorts wheqftakto 
out of the Water, which was the reafon of giving it thatcNgmo: 
When flayed it may be eaten, but is otherwild poifonous ; the 
Poifon is drawn out by Application of Fire to the Part afFcflied *. 

CXXm. TETZAUCOA^L, or the r^r^ Serpent ; focal- 
led, becauft the haft of Serpents i and though very little, fearce 
four Inches long, or in Bulk fo big as a Goo&^uil), ytst its 
Wounds are moft deadly. The Belly is red, and diftin|^i(hable 
by black Stains ; the Back yellow, interlaid with divers Spots. It 
is an Inhabitant of the North, and delights in cold Apartment^. 
This (though diftinAly defcribed by the Hiftorian) feems to be 
the fame with the TetzauiKoatlf. N. B. Little Thlogs, greatfy 
dangerous. 

The Poet weeps for a Perfon killed by the Fall of an Icidt, 
which is a little Drop of Water congealed :^. Anacreon^ the ce- 
lebrated Lyrick Poet among the Greeks^ was choaked with a little 
Kennel of a Grate. Lktle Things do great Execution;^ Little 
Worms deftroy floating Cailles. Tarantula^ a little Spider, pot- 
ions a Giant, In Barbadoes is what they call the Potfon-Tree^ a 
little Drop of its Sap flying into a Workman's Eyes, makes him 
l)lind I therefore Workmen cover them with Cyprefs. 

PLINTy from M.Varro favs, there was a Town in Spain 
4indernuned by Conies^ and another in Thejfafy by Mold-Warps ; 
and another in France^ from which they were driven out by 
Frogs. . . • . In fome parts of Africa^ People were conftrained by 
Locufts to leave their Habitations. Out of Gyaros (one of the 
Iflands of the Cyctades in the Egean Sea^ moft of which are now 
under the Turks) the Inhabitants were forced away by Rats and 
Mice^ little Things : And if it be true, that Theophraftus the 
Philofopher reports, the Treriens were chafed away by an Ar'my 
of little Worms, called Scolopendra [|. All thefe mighty Conquefls 
were made by little contemptible InfeAs. 

What fays the Laconian^ when wounded with a Dart ? I 
^m not, quoth he, concerned at my Death, but at my Fall by a 

T 2 . Wound 

* Harris in Atlesfir BrstJl in General. f Nieremb. 

X Oh ! ubi non eft fi mgulatis aqua. Mart. 

II Flimfi natural Hifterj, Part I. B.viiL Gap. 29. 

5 
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Wound from a little feeble Archer, For 'tis Satisfaction to the 
Vanquifh'd to die by the Hand of heroic Valour % hence that of 

JEnea Magni dextra cadis 

'7/i by the Great Eneas' Hani you fall. 

The reafon was, becaufe the Lacedemonians were wont to fight 
with Swords, therefore it was not counted Bravery to kill Men 
with a Dart, a thing that may be done by any Woman. 

So in the vegetable World, there are Cedars and Shrubs. la 
Natural Philofophy, we read of AtomSy that are Minima Natura^ 
the ultimate Particles into which Matter is diviiible^ and are 
conceived as the firft Rudiments, or component Parts of all phy» 
£cal Magnitude^ or the pre-exiftent and incomprehenfible Mat- 
ter, whereof particular Bodies were formed j there are Mountains 
and Mole-Hills. 

So . • ».. there was Alexander the Greats and there is Alexander 
the Little^ the ingenious and learned Mr. Pope ^ the one con- 
quered by the Sword, the other by his Fen, and has made all the 
Regions of Fame tributary to him. 

CXXl'V. T If E tame and traSiable Serpent^ is of the Indian 
Race, about an Inch long, when brought firft from the Field 
for domeftick Education ; and when at its full Growth,, is not 
:much ihort of a Man's Thigh. Its Habitation is in. fome little 
Hutch ercfted on purpofe, {indulgentia gratia) where it idles 
away its time, till Hunger brings it out. Upon its. Approach to 
the Mafter of the Houfc, it creeps up to his Shoulders,, where 
the Embraces of that terrible Creature (being made tame) are re- 
ceived with Delight *. 

CXXV. The TV^w, or Hetloa^ that is, a little fiery Serpent,. and 
very common in the new World,, and dcfcribcd by the Hiftorian 
thus -f-, viz. 'Tis about a Finger broad, and five or fix Foot long, 
and difilerenced from others by a Medley of Spots, compounded 
of white, black; yellow, and dun Colours. The Head is like 

that 

♦ N'terembfrgius^ cap. xl. p. 283. — Hameros heri atnice conrccndum, bcnevofe 
tcrrifici aniinalis amplexus toleraocis. 
\ NitrtmbifffMs^ Irom Framifcus Hfrnnndnt^ 
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« 

that of our Vipers, and the Tail, which fcems to have a touch 
of the Rattle, ends acutely. 

Its Wounds are deadly, and burn like Fire ; hence the Name 
it bears : Though fiery in Nature, is flow and winding in Mo- 
tion, and may be avoided by the Traveller, if he has Eyes and 
Ears. Its ufual Refidence is in Mountains, and the higher Moun- 
tains are, the greater the Cold, (becaufe they only receive diredt, 
and but little of the refledted Rays of the Sun) yet are the Habi- 
tations of fiery Animals. 

The Learned obferve, there are Mountains a Mile and an half 
high, to the tops of which, no Vapour, and confequently no Clouds, 
can ever reach : And hence it is that in very high Mountains, as 
the Pico de ^heide in Bobemiay though the middle part be always 
invefled with Snow, and the bottom fcorched with intolerable 
Heat *y yet on the top you will find yourfelf in a pure, thin, fe- 
rene Air, and view the Clouds hovering at a confiderable diftance 
below you *. 

Hence it is that all Thunder is confined within lefs than a 
Mile's Height. The Air is coldeft in the higheft places, and 
hottefi; in the loweft; but in the intermediate Atmofphere, where 
we live, very unequal ; but no Climates, however fituated, are 
privileged with Exemption from venemous Creatures, and where 
they are lefs peftered with them, 'tis owing to the Cultivation of/ 
the Land. 

The Wounds given by this Serpent are dangerous, and cured 
by an Herb called Ancola^ by JonJionuSy p. 26,. 27, hut Anolai 
by Nierembcrgius^ p. 277, 283. 

CXX VL The Hydrusy or Natrix^ an aquatic Serpent : The 
former word from '2<f«p, Water ^ of which 'tis an Inhabitant ;. tha 
other word denotes its Skill in the Art of Navigation; it goes un- 
der various Denominations, as appears in yonfhnus ; who, from 
Pliny obfcrves, that this Serpent isfuperier to mofl in Beauty ^ and 
inferior to none in Poifon -f*; 

NICANDER, who calls the terreftrial Hydrui^ a foul co- 
Ibured Beaft, vindicates the beautiful Charader of the Marine;, 
who yet is not very nice in its Choice of Water, for muddy and 

clear. 

5 AtoMtihs Te^ezsUmcif. + J^nfiom Hipria Nat. p. aSr 
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clear is equally the fame to this beautiful Slut ♦. In its Nature 
*tis very poifonous, fays one ; Cardan is in the Negative. The 
truth is, there are feveral forts of them, fomc of which arc 
harmlefs, and others hurtful, and their Wounds attended with 
very terrible EfFeds, defcribed by the poetick Phyfician -f-. 

I N fome parts of Perfia they are very numerous, defcribed by 
white Heads and black Body, four Cubits long, and dangerous 
to thofe who dabble in the Water by Night, as they often do in 
that hot Country ; where thcfe Animals feed upon Fi(h and Frogs % ; 
and breed upon Land, according to Ariftotle ff. 

Its common Habitation is in the Myclean Lake^ in Corcina 
or Corcyra^ now CorfoUy (a little rich IQand in the Venetian Do- 
minion) and alfo about Taracina (a City of the Voffcians in Cam-^ 
pania, in Ita/)\ not far from Amycla) where the People, not 
daring to kill Serpents, were overthrown by them \ to mention 
no more. Ibid. 

CXXVII. The Natrix-Torquatay Jonjion makes different from 
the former, and defcribes it thus— Called Torquata from its beau- 
tiful Neck, which looks as if incircled with a ftrong Collar of 

Pearls On the hinder part of the Head is a little narrow 

Space in the form of two Scales, where the Spots on both fides 
end acutely in a triangular form. The Scholiajl upon Nicander^ 
compliments thofe pretty Spots with the Title of little Crowns **• 

It goes under various Appellations. The Greeks called it 
Guardian of their Houfes -f-f-, it being of the innocent fort. Some ^ 
of the Italians call it CarAonarium, a Collier, bccaufe its Colour 
inclined to Coal-black, or Iron. Mr. Ray calls it, the common 
Snake. It is larger than a Viper, and more grofs in Body ; brings 
forth its Young by Eggs, hatched by foreign Heat; feeds on 

Mice ; 

* Tis fometiroes caHed Lytra, ex huto ; becaufe it. delights moft in foul Wa- 
ter; or the Word may fignify, to wafh and make clean. 

f PefGma quas fecit plagas haec fisna fcquantur ; 
Arida toca cutis circum putret norribilemque 
Elevat afpeAum, magni ignitique dolores 
Tandem hominem interim unt. l^icander, 

4: Stagna colit, ripifque habicans hie pifcibus atram 
Improbus Ingluviem ranifque loquacibus expler, 
Exhaufta palus— Exilit in liccum — Vtrg, Georg. lib. iii. 
II yonfioni Hift. Nat. p. a8, 25. ♦* IbiJ.- p. 29. 
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Mice ; fucks Cows, upon which follows Blood. The Reader ^s 
referred to a former. 

CXXVIII. The Marine-Dragony as Pliny calls it, or the/r«^^ 
Marine^Serpenty in the Dialed of JonJhnuSy who, in his Defcrip- 
tion of Fifties, gives a particular account of it. We have already 
accounted for monftrous Serpents in the Indies^ where fome have 
Teeth in the form of a Saw, with which they do more hurt than 
with their Poifon, fays the Greek Hiftorian *. 

I N Africa^ are fome large and flrong enough to contend with 
Oxen by Land, and to overturn a three-oar'd Galley by Water ; 
which agrees in Charadler with thofe of Norway already defcribed : 
There we found fome of 200 Foot long, winding themfelves about 
Ships, according to Olaus Magnus^ Archbifhop of UpfaL 

I N feveral of the Perjian IJlands are fome of twenty Cubits 
long, And very terrifying to Sailors. Such alfo are feen in the 
Promontory of Carmania^ the Refidence of the Ichthyophagi^ a 
People that feed wholly upon Fifti ; a fine Country for fuch who 
are incUn'd to keep a perpetual Lent. Tho* thefe Monfters are 
born in the Deep, yet arc they found in fre(h Waters, and fome- 
time fporting upon Land, where they fleep -f*. 

The fame Author tells us, of a terrible Battle that happened 
in I'urkeyy in the tin^e of Bajazety between the land and marine 
SerpentSy that continued from Morning to Night, when after a 
great Deftrudlion on both fides, the Marines fled. Ibid. 

CXXIX. The Rubetarian-Serpent is a very noify Animal, who 
for its croaking Noife is refembled to a land Toad. It alfo engages 
the Attention of the Eye, for itexcelsln Beauty : It^s known among 
Country-People by thefe two Charafterifticks, viz. Laud^zxiA 
Pretty. Here we fee, what is an Oflfence to the Ear may be a 
pleaHng Entertainment to the Eye 3 thus the Five Senfes agree to ' 
differ in their feveral Perceptions, and to meet in feveral diftindt 
Apartments of the capital Temple, in the pacifick Empire. Bat 
to return to the beautiful Padalica of the Polanians: 

It is faid .of this Serpent, that when it wounds any in the 
Foot, the Remedy is to put the wounded part into the next Earthy 

that 

• JBlUni Hift. Jib. xvi. cap. 3^ 

+ J9nf9n. Ji Pifdb. p. 9. Articu^ v; 
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tbat is inclined to the moift, for twenty-four hours. This fecms 
to differ from the American Rubeta. 

CXXX. The Serpent de Boa is another of the monftrous 
kind ; called Boa from J5w, the Latin word for an Ox, which 
it devours at once : The young ones, which grow to a great Bulk, 
are nouriflied by fucking the Cow. 

I N the Emperor Claudius; % time, in one of them that was 
killed, they found a Child that was whole. In Calabria are fome 
monftrous Animals, not unlike thefe, fays the Hiftorianj who 
adds, that not many Years ago a certain Bifhop fpeaks of a large 
mifchievous Serpent, that was (hot near St. Archangel^ whofe 
Jaws were almoft two Palms long, the Portraiture of which is 
yet feen in a certain Temple there *. 

CXXXI. I Am informed by fomePerfons, who had it by Tradi- 
tion from antient People, that formerly there was in this County a 
monftrous Serpent of four or five Yards long, and thicker than a 
common Axle-tree of a Cart, and very mifchievous, preying upon 
Lambs, (Sc. It's chief Refidence was in a Wood, near Pickop^ 
hanky a few Miles from Blackburn in Lancajhire^ called Ouji" 
CaftUy wherein there is yet a little Spot of Ground, called Grioms^ 
Arky which is a deep Cavern, fituated among Rocks, in a Wood, 
fcom whence it was feen to come out, and bafk itielf on a funny 
Bank. 

The Pifture of this Serpent is drawn with Wings, two Legs, 
and Talons like an Eagle, which is feen in fome antient Houfes, 
(and particularly at Ciayton-hally near Dunkin-hall) by which it 
appears to be very large and furious. 

It*s faid, one Grimjbaw Efq; Proprietor of that Hall, 

fhot the Monfter with Arrows, and had an Eftate ofFer'd him for 
that good Service done to his Country, which he generoufly re- 
fufed, and only defired he might have a Paflage thro' that Wood 
to a Townfhip he had on t'other fide of it, which was granted, 
the Title of which is to be found in old Writings. By another 
hand I am informed, that it was fuppofed to be a Griffin^ which 

is 

^ M.AQtonius Cuccinus Epifcopus Anglonenfis ad Thomanum — ^in Agro S. 
Archangcli. lu Jonfionus j in Verb. 
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is k Bird of Prey, and of the Eagle kind, which, I take to be the 
OJifrage of Mofes^ and mentioned Levit. xi. 

There is alfo a fabulous Griffin^ reprefcntcd with four Legs, 
Wings, and a Beak ; the upper part like an Eagle, and the lower 
a Lion. They conjedlure it to watch over golden Mines and 
hidden Treafures. This Bird was confecrated to the Sun, there- 
fore the Chariot of the Sun was reprefented as drawn by a Set 
of Griffins. 

This poetick Griffin is frequently feen in ancient Medals, and 
is ftill bore in Coat-Armor. The ancient and honourable Family 
of the Guillims blazons it rampant, allcdging any very fierce 
Animal may be fo blazon'd as well as a Lion. It is obfervable, 
lays my Author, that in the Front of Clayton-hall are two Figures 
drawn in Plaifter in the form of a Coat of Arms ; on the right 
fide of the Efcutchcon is a Figure with Wings, four Feet, and a 
Tail twifted in the Form of a Serpent. The like Figure is drawn 
in Plaifter in feveral ancient Houfes in that Neighbourhood, which 
go under the Name of the Grijin's PiSiurCy and the Sign is ufed 
at Publick-houfes : There is a Place in that Wood called the 
Griffin's^ Ark. 

N.B. This feems to carry fome Probability with it, fince 
Eagles arc voracious Creatures, and very deftrudtive to Fawns and 
Lambs, efpecially the black Eagle^ which is of a lefler Size than 
the other* 

I N fome of the Scots I/lands^ tfifc Natives obferve, that this 
Ea^le fixes its Talons between the Deer's Horns, and beats it9 
Wings conftantly about its Eyess feveral other Eagles flying at 
the fame time on both fides, which puts the Deer upon a continual 
Run, till it fall into a Pit, or down a Precipice, where it dies, and 
fo becomes a Prey to the Enemy*. 

la 

CXXXII. I N fome of the Weftern Iflands of Scotland arc fe- 
veral Serpents : There is one that is yelkw with brown Spots, and 
another with ^rra^;^ Spots; but that which is the moft poifonous, 
is the Hack and white Jpotted^ three or four Foot long. 

The Remedies are fuch. as thefe : The Natives cut off the 
Head of the Serpent that gives the Wound, and apply it to the 
Place as the belt Remedy : Others, by the Application of new 

U Chc^fe, 

« Marthis Defiffftiou of the Wefiem Ifimids of Scotland^ Edit. ii. p. 7. 
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Chcefe, cxtrafl: the Poifon; and fome make ufe of the Rump of 
a Cock ftript of its Feathers, which they apply to the Wound 
with Succefs^ according to the Hiftorian *. 

I N the Library at Mancbejler^ is the Skin of a Serpent which 
was five Yards long, as thick as the Calf of a Man's Leg ; has a 
forked Tongue, fcaly Skin, yellow Colour. 

CXXXIIL MARTINIUS in his ^/i^x relates, that in the 
Province of ^angji in Cbina^ there are Serpents thirty Foot 
long. The Flora Sinenfis reports of the Serpent caird Geuto^tYi^ 
it devours whole Stags, but is not very venemous. Tis of an a(b 
Colour, from eighteen to twenty-four Foot long ; will often feizc 
on a Man, by leaping from a Tree, and kill him, by its violent 
windings about him.-— The Cbinefe preferve his Gall to cure the 
Difcafcs of the Eyes. — Marcus Paulus Venetus teftifies the lame 
of the Serpents of Carrajam.—^oint are in length ten Paces, in 
thicknefs ten Palms, and able to fwallow a Man. Are taken thus: 
The Serpent in the Day lies in Caves of Mountains ;. in the Night 
hunts for Prey, and then returns to its Cave, with the Weight of 
its Body plowing deep the Earth, being fandy in the Track it 
;oes along : Here the Huntfmen fix flrong Stakes pointed with, 
ton, covered with Sand ; and as the Serpent travels along, the 
Spikes gore its Entrails, and are faflen^d therein, by which 'ti& 
kiird ', and the Huntfmen fell the Gall at a great Price for Me* 
dicine,, and the F/eJb for Meat. Thefe, continues he, may be 
reckoned among DragcmSy but are without Poifon : Inftcad of 
Feet, they have Claws like thofe of a Lion or Falcon. — There arc 
other Serpents in China fiill of rank Poifon, efpccially the bairy^ 
beaded Serpents So far Martin. 

N.B. T u I s Pronnce of ^amfi or ^angfi IS able to raife a 
Million of fighting Men. It is nqt fo much frequented as the 
Province oi^antung or Canton^ where they have two Harvefts a 
Year. One fays, there is a Mountain here with a Pool in it, 
which makes a Noife like Thunder, if a Stone be caft into it, 
and caufcs Showers from theSky-j-. Their Winter is warm, and 
their Fields always verdant, producing great Quantities of Gold, 
Pearl, Silk, Copper, Steel, Iron^Salt, — and odoriferous Woods. ~- 

They 

• Mjrtin^sD*fcrif$ioHofthe IJleafSklc, &C. p. ajtf. 
t FartciroltiiS. 
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They hatch their Ducks Eggs and chofe of other Fowls in Ovens, 
or Dunghills. 

CXXXI V. There is a kind of Teftudo (I don't mean the 
common Tortoife) which is a certain fort of Snake, -fmall in Body 
and of white Colour, found in Lydia^ -^riz^/tf,— cafed over witn 
a white coloured Shell, which ihines like a fparkling Margarite *. 

I Shall clofe this Part with an Experiment made by the 
noble Roman before-mentioned, who (being ibllicitous to take a 
comjpleat View of a Serpent) after he had diffedied one, preferved 
the Fle(h and Bones, and having fecundum artem reduced them 
to Afhes,— extradled Aqua Fontana, — whofe Virtues were equal 
to thofe drawn from the Afhes of other Animals, and of Plants. 

To this venemous Tribe, I (hall annex a few Reptiles, in 
whofe Veins I find fomething of the Serpent's Blood ; and clofe 
the variegated Lifl with a large Account of the Tarantula^ its 
Wound, and Cure by Mufick ; then enquire into the Reafbns of 
that ftrange Operation ; the Nature and Force of Sounds, not 
only on ibe Aiiimal Paflions^ but Inaninaate Matter. I fhall be* 
gin with, 

L ' I ^HE Beey called the Honey-Fly, a little Animal that has 
J[ four Feet, which it carries clofe to the Belly, and not eafily 
feparated : It has four Wings, fmall Teeth, and a long Tongue, 
which ufually it carries out of the Mouth. Its Sting cleaves to the 
Belly, which, when it flrikes, it parts with, and becomes unca- 
pable of wounding a fecond time ; which, I think can't be faid 
ofany other Member of the flinging Race^ unlefs it be the Wafp 
and Hornet. 



The Sting, in the Defign of it, feems to be only a Weapon 
of Defence j it looks like a Tube or Pipe, hollow, with a little 
Bag of fharp penetrating Liquid (which is its Poifon) joined to 
the Extremity of it within the Body, which, in flinging, is in- 
jefted into the Wound thro' the Tube ; and tho' venemous and 
painfull is not flrong enough to corrupt the Mafs of Blood. 

U 2 One 
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One may, with the naked Eye, fometimes (ee this little In- 
fedt difcharge its Venom, in which, fays the ingenious Hv.Meady 
by the help of a Glafs^ I can eafily difcovcr a great Number of 
minute Salts foating. In Brazil^ Bees are diftingiiifh'd into twfelve 
kinds, among which are fome that fling in a mod furious and 
fatal manner, called Mateecas by the Indians. 

I N Ceylon in the Eajl Indies^ are feveral Bees, the largeft are of 
a brighter Colour than ours; they make their Combs on the Boughs 
of Trees : At proper Seafons, the InhaWtants hold Torches under 
them, till they drop down, which they carefully gather, boil and 
eat, and are accounted excellent Food. In ^afemala are Bees and 
Honey of a white Colour, and fome without a Sting, &Ly$ the 
Hiftoriaa *. 

IL T o the Bee^ I add the ff^a^, which, aa it is fomething 
larger, makes a deeper Wound ; it difers alfo frooi^in its Food, {fi$ 
which is Flefh and Carrion, i^^n it can be got ; whereas the Bee 
regales itfelf with delicious Entertainments, and enriches its Fa- 
mily with all the Glories of the vegetable Kingdom. From whenct 
is the Honey ? I anfwer. That in Flowers is found a vifcid fweet 
Juice, and accordingly we fee Children gather Cowflips, Honey- 
ftfckles, and fuck the Honey from them. The Bees vifit all 
Flowers within their Reach, and putting it in their Trunks, fuck 
out the Horiey,. with which they load their Stomachs, to be dif- 
charg'd^ and laid up in theii^ Combs. Among the Ancients, Ho- 
ney was taken for a Dew that fell on Flowers ; but this is a 
miflake, becaufe the Bees only gather it after the Sun is up, when 
there is no Dew left, or very little. 

III. The Hornet is yet more dangerous^ and has been known 
to purfue a Sparrow, and kill it, and then fuck its Blood. The 
Hornet and Wafp have ftrong Jaws tqoth'd, by which they can' 
dig into Fruits, for Suftenance -, yea, and into harder Subflances,. 
for Quarters 

If you take a Bee, a Wafp, or Hornet, and gently iquee^e 
the Tail, fo that you can fee the Sting, you may perceive a Drop 
of tranfparent Liquor at the very end of it -, whicn if wiped off, 
you fhall foon fee it renewed, that Liquid pafling down the Ca- 

^ 5 vity 

♦ KiercmbiTgiuSi p. 286. V*^ 
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vity into the end thereof: 'Tis faid the Decodlion of Hornets 
dropt on the Skin, makes it fwell. 

IV. I Proceed to the *S^/</(fr, anoi her little vcnetnous Infc<ft, 
whofe forked Tongue or Sting, is very fine and fharp ; by this he 
pierces Flies ; and at the i&me time, inflils a poifonous Juice into 
the Wound, by which the Prey being kill'd, it fucks out the 
Moifture, and leaves nothing but a hufky dry Orcafe : Tradition 
fays, it poifons by fpitting, or breathing, becaufe it dare not ap- 
proach fo near to a large Fly as to a little one ; but keeps at fome 
oiftance, and ufes a kind of (hoving Motion, upoti which the 
Fly has done ftmggling. 

There arc various forts of thefe little ftrange Creatures^ 
whofe Stings are hurtful, as the jljiorius^ (fo called from its re- 
icmblancc to a Star) whofe Wound produces Heavinefi and Re- 
laxation of the Nerves. The Caruleus, or bloc Spider, whofe 
Sting is attended with Vomiting and Pain at the Heart. The 
LycoSy the leaft of the kind, ihki caufes an jiftbmay and Swelling 
about the wounded Part. In the Phihfopbical TranfaSfions^ we 
have a Table of thirty-threc kinds of Spiders found in England^ 
by Dr. Lifter *. 

There is fomething very curious and admirable in thofe long 
Threads they make in the Air, during fome part of the Summer,, 
cfpecially towards September^ fo much wonder'd at, in foch Quan- 
tities every where. The Method of Operation, I take to be as 
follows, viz. 

All Spiders that fpin in a Thread, are the Makers of thofe 
Threads, moft vifible in the Autumn. In all the wajrs of weav- 
ing, they ftill let down the Thread they make ufe of, and draw 
it after them. Attending on ofle that wrought a Net, I faw it, 
(ays a very nice Obferver, fuddenly in the Mid-work defift, and 
turning his Tail into the Wind, to dart out a Thready with the 
Violence we fee Water fpout out of a Spring : This Thread taken 
up by the Wind, was in a Moment emitted fome Fathoms long, 
•ftill iffuing out of his Belly; by and by the Spider leapt into the 

Air, and the Thread mounted her up fwiftly. And I found the 

Air fiird with young and old, failing on their Threads, and un- 
doubtedly, fays the Relator, feizing Gnats and other Infects in 

their 

• Lovjrhorp^ vol . ii. p. 79 }. 
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their PafTage ; there being often manifeft Signs of Slaughter, as 
Legs and Wings of Flies. • . . on thefe Lines, as in their Webs 
below ♦. 

Spiders have been obferved to get to the Top of a Branch 
or fuch like thing, where they exercife this darting of Threads 
into the Air. After the firft Flight, all the time of their failing 
on thofe Threads, they make Locks, ftill darting forth frefh Sap- 
plies of Thread to fport and fail by. N. B. Thofe called Shep- 
herds, or long-legg'd Spiders^ are no Spinners. 

I H A V E &en Spiders, (ays tht learned Dr. HuJfe f*, (hoot their 
Webs three Yards long before they begin to (ail upon them . So 
the learned Derbam obferves, that with pleafure he had often 
(een Spiders dart out their Webs, and fail away by the Help 
thereof. 

A ME R ICA turns out diver(e kinds of theie araneous In- 
(eds : In Peru are Spiders as large as a Man's Hand, ahd have 
Eyes as big as thofe of Sparrows. In Brafil there is one kind of 
Spider, whofe Skin is rough and black, and whofe Sting proves 
incurable, without immediate Relief. On the other hand, we 
read of monftrous Spiders in the Antilles^ wbofe Eyes are fo fmali 
and deep in the Head, that they are (carcely vifible ; They feed 
on flying InfeiSs, and their Webs are flrong enough to catch fmall 
Birds %. 

C E TL ON in the EaJl^Indies produces a long, glittering, and 
hairy Spider, called Democulo^ whofe Wound is not mortal^ but 
fometimes deprives People of their Senfes. There is an Experir- 
ment made by Mr. Leewenboeck^ who put a Frog and Spider to- 
gether into a Glafs^ and having made the Spider (ling the Frog 
diverfe times, the Frog died in about an Hour'js time ||. 

There is another In (lance of the Poifon of fome of them 
{for all are not poifonous) given by the learned Scaliger^ who 
relates, that in Gafcony in France^ there are Spiders of that Viru- 
lency, that if a Man treads upon them to cru(b them, their Poi- 
fon will pa(s thro' the very Soles of his Shoe||. 

Vv 

• Lowthorp^ vol. ii. p. 794. t Ibid. -vol. i. p. 5^3. 

X Atl.Geog, Amir, p. 179, 2f*%-i 519. 

I Scaligcr ExtrcU, in hoyh\ SubtiL Efflu. Fhilof TranfaSions. Wbcrc there isil 
curious Account how Spiders lay and guard their Eggs: Derhamj. . 
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V. The Scohpendra is a little venemous Wo'rm, and amphi- 
bious. When it wounds any, there follows a Bluenefs about the 
aficdled Part, and an Itch over all the Body, hke that caufed by 
Nettles. Its Weapons of Mifchief are much the fame with thofe 
of the Spider, only larger ; its Bite is very tormenting, and pro^ 
duces not only pruriginous Pain in the Flefh, but very often 
Diftraftion of Mind. Thefe little Creatures make but a mean 
Figure in the Rank of Animals, yet have been terrible in their 
Exploits, particularly in driving People out of their Country : 
Thus the Inhabitants of -Ri&y////w, a City of Cr^/^, were conftrained 
to leave their Quarters for them *. There is a minute Scolopendray 
accounted for by Dr. Molyneux. 

VI. The Shrew- Serpent m Norway^ is a Creature of admira- 
ble Beauty ; fmall in Body, and flow in Motion, but of fiery Ve- 
nom, and its Wounds moft dangerous^ 

VII. The Lacertus Facetanus, ^r Tarantula^ whofe Bite gives 
Name to a new Difeafe. Thofe who are wounded by it are de- 
nominated Tarantati: It is a kind of an overgrown Spider, about 
the Size of a common Acorn. / 

I T borrows its Name from Tarentum in Apulia^ a City in the 
Kingdom of Naples^ built by a Band of Lacedemonian Baftards^ 
who having no Inheritance at home, were fcnt thither tofeek their 
Fortunes, where they built that Town, and made it the Capital 
oi Magna Gracia. 

This little Animal is furnifli'd with eight Eyes and eight 
Legs : Its Skin is tender and foft, of various Colours, and always 
hairy : *Tis of the oviparous kind, and propagates its Species by 
Eggs, and fometimes a hundred Eggs have been found in one 
Female. 

I N the Opinion of fome, 'tis not only an Inhabitant oi Apulia ^ 
but peculiar to that Province, a Situation that may be called, A 
Garden of Rarities ; Plenty of generous Wine, delicate Honey 
and Oil, an early Spring, a foft Winter render it a moft delight- 
ful Habitation, efpecially to old Perfons, according to the Poet -f-; 

and 

• iEliin, lib. xv. cap. 26. 

f — ^lUe cerrarum mibi prscer omncs,— (H^rir/. lib. ii. ode 6) AnguUis — 
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and yet in that moft agreeable Region, this little Tyrant reigns 
and fpreads Terror. 

It's found in other Parts of /////v, and even in the Iflc of Cfar- 
fica\ but iho{e of j^u/ia, 'tisfaid, are only dangerous 5 though I 
think to have read fomething like it in Per/ia^ where there is an 
Infeft like a Spider, about two Inches round, which the Ho^ein 
Ambafladors fuppofe to be the Latm Stellioy and the Italian Ta^ 
rantula: It lets its Poifon fall like a drop of Water, which caufes 
an infupportable Pain in that Part .... immediately caufes a pro- 
found Sleep, from which the Patient is not to be recovered, but 
by crufhing one of the fame Creatures upon the Wound ; or, if 
this can't be had, by pouring as much Milk down his Throat as 
they can, and then put him on an Engine, which they turn 
round with great Violence, till by that violent Agitation, hisSto* 
mach difcharges the Milk, which appears greenish, becauie of 
the Poifon. Thofe who are cured thus, have fome Remnant of 
the Pain once a Year, about the fame Seafon *. 

B u T to return to Italy ; 'tis obfcrvable, that it hurts no where 
but in Apulia^ and that only in Summer, efpecially in the Cani^ 
cular'-DaySy fo called from Canicula^ that fignifies a Dog $ hence 
Dog'Star^ which riies cofmically with the Sun the 19th of July^ 
and is fuppofed to be the brighteft, as well as the largeft Star in 
the Firmament. 

The Dog-Days denote certain Days before and after thaRifing 
of this Star, to whofe Appearance the Ancients afcrib'd terrible 
EfieAs s the very firft Day it appears, they fay (but without Rea- 
fon) the Sea becomes boifterous and boils like a Cauldron, pro>- 
duces Variety of Diftempers, fours Wine, and Dogs grow mad. 
.... The Romans^ dreading the Indignation of this Star, iacrificed 
a Dog every Year to it, {^iz. at its firfl: Appearance in our Hemi- 
Iphere) to appeafe its Rage againft Mortals. 

I N Winter, this Italian Spider lurks in Caverns, and folitary 
Places; and if it happens to bite, hurts not : There it lives in a 
drowfy Pofiure, and keeps Lent till Summer ; when the whole 
Tribe creeps out, and difperfe themfelves over that pleafant Land i 
and Wo to the Body afleep, and bare Legs, in Corn-Fields. 

T H o s £ on the Plains are much to be feared, the Air being 
hotter there than on the Mountains, where dieir Bite is not dan- 
gerous^ 

* l^oyggis and Travels cfth§ Amhajf. of Fredcr. Daki of Holbein. 
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gerous, the Solar Rays not being fo ftrong in thofe Heights : and 
what is yet more furprizing, is, that if they wound any out of 
Apulia^ though in places not remote from it, the Wounded re* 
ceive no deadly Hurt *. 

Wh E N it bites, the Pain refembles that given by the Sting of 
a Bee^ and is attended with various Symptoms, according to their 
different Natures : The Northern ^tarantula is the moft terrible 5 
thoie that are inclin'd to the white Colour are not fo dangerous ; 
the fpotted differs from both. 

The Wound given by any of them is dangerous, and has 
different Indications. In fome that are bitten, an univerfal Stu- 
por follows 5 others weep : Some tremble and vomit ; others 
laugh, fancying themfelves to be Kings. This perhaps made 
Dr. Cornelio reprefent this as an imaginary Difeafe ; that thofe 
who imagine themfelves hurt, are moft of our young wanton 
Girls, who, falling from fome particular Indifpofition into Me- 
lancholy and Madnefs, perfuade themfelves that they have been 
ftung by a Tarantula -f*. 

Some grow pale, fick and faint, and die in a fhort time, un- 
lefs relieved by Mufick, which alone, without the Help of Me- 
dicine, performs the Cure, 

The Wounded are as Men half dead, but at the firft Sound 
of a mufical Inftrument, though they are very weak, and feem- 
ingly unable to ftir, they begin by degrees to move their Hands 
and Feet, till at laft they get up, and then fall to dancing with 
wonderful Vigour, for two or three Hours, their Strength and 
Adivity ftill encreafing. Some will continue the Dance, without 
Intermiflion for fix Hours ; and when tired they are put to Bed^ 
and after they are fufficiently recruited by Reft, they are called 
up again by the fame Tune, and renew the Dance with great 
Violence, the Mufick ftill playing 5 and when the Patients grow 
weary, they are put into Bed again, and kept warm to encourage 
Perfpiration. Thefe Exercifes being continued fix or feven Days, 
the Patient finds himfelf fatigued and unable to dance any longer, 
which is the Charaderiftic of a Cure. 

They ufually fpend ten or twelve Hours a-day in this violent 
Exercife, and continue it for three or four, or fix Days ; by which 

X time 

* Baglivii de Anatomej Morfu&Efftd.TarantuU DijfertatiQi. p. 27. Sccap.v* 
p. 20. \ FhilofTranJaa.^ 
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time they are generally freed from all their Symptoms, tho* not 
always, fays the learned Bagliviy who obferves, that about the 
lame time next Year, the Diftemper returns, and will prove fa- 
tal, if not prevented by the fante mufical Application. 

I N Apulia is a Scorpion^ whofe Wounds are accompanied with 
the fame EfFedls as thofe produced by the Tarantula^ and are only 
curable by Mujkk and Motion. Thcfe Apulian Scorpions^ are lefa 
violent than thofe of Africa^ but more virulent than thofe in 
other Parts oi Italy. I (hall only offer two Remarks here. 

1 . THA T different Patients mujl be enter tairid with differ enP^ 
T^uneSy according tot be diffirent Symptoms oftheDifeafe\ in which the 
great Art of curing them feems to confift. e. g. Some are roufed 
by a Pipe, others by a Timbrel : Some are roufed by a Violin^ 
others by the Harp ; and all muft be entertain'd with different 
Airs. The Muficians therefore make Trial before they can accom- 
modate the Sound to the Venom v which requires the moft brifk 
and lively Tunes, to produce a powerful Vibration in the Body ; 
and till this be done, the miferable Patients ftand ftill, fighing 
and fobbing. The Vibrations muft be quick and frequent. 

2. D UR ING the Time of Cure, the wounded People throw them^ 

fehes into a Variety of Jlrange Forms^ and behave like Drunkards 

and Madmen .... talking fooliftily .... diverting themfelves with. 

naked Swords, red Cloth, &c. but the Sight of any Objcda that 

appears black is terrible to them. Ibid. 

To this Account of the Tarantula^ I have (by way of Uluftra- 
tion) added the Remarks of another learned Foreigner, who fays 
.... The vencmous Bite of the Tarantula is quickly followed with 
a very acute Pain, and foon after, with Numbnefs, profound 
Sadnefs, difficult Refpiraiion : The Pulfe grows weak, the Sight 
difturbed; Perfons lofe their Knowledge, Senfe, and Motion; 

and if dellitute of Help, they die The moft cfFcftual and 

certain Remedy is Mujick: When thePerfon becomes deftitute of 
Knowledge and Motion, a Mufcian tries a Variety of Airs : 
Shou'd he hit on that whofe Harmony is fuited to the Patient, 
he begins to move by fucceffive Degrees, and keeps Time with 
his Fingers, Arms, Legs, Gff . he raifes himfelf, and dances about 
fix Hours without Intermiffion 

When the Mufick ceafes, the fick Perfon gives over dancing, 
and is put to Bed : The fame Air brings him out of Bed for a new 

Dance,, 
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Dance, an Exercife that lafts fix or fcven Days.' ' ' - J V, B. Every 
fick Pcrfon muft have his particular and fpecific Tune, and al- 
ways one that is very fprightly and moving. 

The Poifonofthe ^rantula^ adds be, thickens the Blood, 
and ftops feveral of its Faflages ; thence the Numbnefs : The 
Blood being thick, furnifties but a fmall Quantity of animal Spi- 
rits, .their Canals are (hrunk up in the Brain : The Nerves being 
deftitu re of Spirits, relax; thence proceed the Inadivity, andDe- 
feft of Knowledge and Motion : But the Vibrations of the quick 
Airs which are play'd, agitate the Blood and the reft of the ani- 
mal Spirits, which are foon increafed by the Agitation of the 
Blood : Being agitated and multiply'd, thw run into the Fibres 
and Nerves, whk:h being put into Unijbn witn the fonorous Strings, 
receive their Vibrations, and are (horten'dor extended fucceffively ; 
whence proceeds the fucceflive Motion of the Fingers, Arms, 
Legs, Gfr,* 

The Adtion of Dancing augnnents the Agitation of the Blood, 
and makes the Fatient fweat. The Foifon being agitated and at- 
tenuated, is exhaled by Tranfpiration ; in proportion as the Foi- 
fon is exhaled, the (ick Ferfon perceives himfelf eafed ; this Eaie 
continually inclines him to dance : When all the Foifon is diffi- 
pated by Agitation and Sweat, the Blood recovers its Fluidity 
and ufual Courfe. 

I Shall conclude this hiftorical Account, with a Faflage 
taken out of z formed Hiftory of the I'arantula -f*, writ by a learned 
Author, who having de]R:ribed the Difeafe, proceeds to the man- 
ner of Cure, viz. The falivous Foifon of that Spider feizes prin- 
cipally on the Nerves and Mufcles — the manner of Cure th uc 

The Air moved by the mufical Motion of Inftruments, moves 
the next, and fo onwards (as we fee in the circular increafing 
Motion of the Water, when a Stone is caft into it) till the like 
be produced in the Spirits of the Body, to which the Air is im- 
pelled. Now, adds he, the Commotion of the Faflions depends 

upon the Spirits, and the vifcous Humour of the Tarantula is a 
very capable Subjeft of Sound : Hence the next Air being moved 
by a mufical Tone fuitable to the Fatient, the lurking Foifon, and 

X 2 Spirits 

* Father 'Regnault. Tkil. C^nv. or New Sjfiem of thjfic^ vol ii. Cwierfation xiv. 
p. 268>— 9. 

t Princed at LejJen^ in I2JW« A. D. itfdS. 
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Spirits of a Man are put into a Comniotion ; by which Agitation^, 
the Nerves being vellicated, the Spirits vehemently ftirred, and 
Mufcles moved, the Dancing, or fomething like it, muft of ne- 
ceffity enfue, by which the Cure is performed : For, by vehe- 
ment Motion the Blood is heated, the Pores are opened, and the 
Poifon rarified ^ which can't be done by common Sudorificks,. 
becaufe the Medicines can't reach,, or at leaft can't ftir thofe little 
Particles where the Poifon lies, as Motion by Dancing does^ 

I Shall add here ibme Reflexions on the Power of Mufick^ 
and give Inftances of it in the human Mind, in animal^ and inani- 
mate Bodies. 

MUSIC K appears to be one of the moft antlent of Arts, and 
of all other, vocal Mufick muft have been the firfl kind, and bor- 
rowed from the various natural Strains of Birds "^ ; as (Iringed In- 
flruments were from Winds whittling in hollow Reeds,, and pul- 
fatile Inftruments (as Drums and Cymbals) from the hollow Noiie 
of concave Bodies. This is the Conjedture. 

M u s I c K has ever been in the higheft Efleem* in all Ages, and 
among all People. Nor could Authors exprefs their Opinions of 
it ftrongly enough, but by inculcating, that it was in Heaven, 
and was one of the principal Entertainments of the BleiTed. 

The EiFeds afcribed to Mufick by the Antients, almoft a- 
mount to Miracles; by means thereof Difeafes are faid to have 
been cured, Unchaftity correSed, Seditions quelled, Paffions raif- 
ed and calmed^ and even Madnefs occafioned, 

M u s I c K has been ufed as a Sermon of Morality .... Athe^ 
naus tells us, that the Lives and Adtions of illuftrious Men were 
lyritten in Vcrfe, and publickly fung by a Chorus, to the Sound 
,of Inftruments, which was found to be the moft effedual Means 
to imprefs Morality, and a right Scnfe of Duty on the human 
Mind \. 

Thus the Pythagoreans made ufe of Mufick to cultivate the 
.Mind, and fettle in it a paflionate Love of Virtue. Pythagoras 
inftitutcd a moft profitable Correction of Manners by Mufick, 
which, he fays, conduces very much to Health ; and he made ufe 
of it, not only againft Difeafes of the Mind, but thofe of- the 

Body- 

• At liquidas avium voces imitarier ore, 
Ame fuic multo quam carmina cancu 

Concelebrare homines poffcnc aureifquc juvarc. Lucretius. 
f Chgmbers^s Cychf^dia^ voJ. iu 
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Body. It was tfie common Cuftom of the Pythagoreans to foften 
their Minds with Mufick before they went to flecp ; and alfo in 
the Morning, to excite themfelves to the Bufinefsof the Day *• 

Thi s Cure of Diftempers |?y Mufick founds odd, but was a 
celebrated Medicine among the Antienis. We have already con- 
fidered, how thofe wounded by the T'arantula were healed by 
Mufick ; the Evidence of which is too ftrong to be overturned : 
That which now lies before me, is, to prove this to be the Prac- 
tice of Antiquity, which will appear by the following Inftances. 

I Shall begin with Democritus (a Philofopher of the firft 
Rank, and a moft diligent Inquirer into the Myfteries of Nature) 
who taught in his Works, that Mufick of Fifes was a Medicine 

for moft Diftempers T*hales of Crete^ being fent for by the 

Lacedemonians to airtBve the Plague, came, and by the Help of 
Mufick he did fo ; and he is faid to do it by the Command of 
Apollo y as appears from the Great Charonean Moralif'f. If any 
Credit be given to Terpander^ it appears he fuppreft an InfurreAion 
in their Town by the Ufe of Mufick. Ibid. 

We read of a young Man among others of Tautomenium^ whofe 
Paffions being inflamed by Mufick in the Phrygian Mood^ was 
going to force open a Matron's Houfe, but his Rage was foon 
calmed, when the Piper (by Pythagoras*s Advice) changed his 
Air into the Spondaic Mood-, and he went home quietly, which 
the Philofopher could not make him do by Perfuafives. This 
hiftorical PafTage is confirmed by AmmoniuSy and Cicero^ and is 
thus related, viz. 

When as fome young Men, being drunk, and irritated by 
the Mufick of Flutes^ would have broke into an honeft Woman s 
Houfe, but upon hearing one playing a Spondaic Air, their out- 
ragious Heat was allay'd by the Slownefs of the Mood> and So- 
lemnefs of the Tune 

S T. 5^/ gives another Inftance to the fame purpofe, viz. That 
Pythagoras meeting with fome that came with Mufick from a 
Feaft, drunk, requefted the Mufician to change his Tune ; which 
he did, and playing a Doric Air^ they were fo brought to them- 
felves, that tney threw away their Garlands^ and walked hom^ 
afhamed of their Folly. 

THRO- 

• Plutarch de Ofir. ^ Jf. t PlutatcVs Morah <m Muftk. 
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THEOPHRASTUS is Hud to cure Perfons that had been 
wounded by Serpents, with various kinds of Mufick — Prabatum 
ejl *. Another Obfervation of his was, that Difeafes were made 
and mitigated by Mufick. Platt> forbids Mufick and Wine to 
young Perfons, left one Fire fliould kindle another -f*. 

The Pythagoreans^ to appeafe the Troubles of the Mind, 
lulled themfelves afleep by Tunes upon the Harp : Thus Homer 
brings in Achilles relieving his Melancholy by playing on his Lute^ 
and mitigating his Anger againft Agamemnon by Mufick, which 
he had learned of Chiron. Afclepiades^ a Roman Phyfician of 
great Reputation, is faid to heal frantic Melancholy, and mad 
People, ^by vocal and inftrumental Mufick X' The learned Nea^- 
politan adds, Tanta hominis natura cum harmonia confenjio eji. 

Whatever be the Caufe of it, there is nothing more power- 
ful than Mufick for moving the human Paflions, making fomc 
penfive and melancholy, others briflc and lively. The truth is, 
lays the Learned IVallis^ we can match moft of the antient Stories 
of this kind in the modern Hiftories. e.g. 

I F Timotheus could excite Alexanders Fury with the Phrygian 
Mood^ and footh him into Indolence with the Lydian, a more 
modern Mufician is faid to have driven Eric King of Denmark^ 
into fuch a Rage, as to kill his beft Servants. The Occafion was 
thus — The King willing to make Trial in his own Perfon, whe-' 
ther a Mufician Jpoke true^ who boajiedy that by virtue of his Mu-- 
fickj he could make People mad: The Artift play*d, and the King 
became outragious, and experienced the Truth of it fo thoroughly, 
that in the Excefs of his Rage, he kill'd fome of his beft Friends ||. 

This may be owing to the ImpreflSon made by the Vibra- 
tions of the Air, being carried as far as the Origin of the Nerves, 
pafies into the Soul, and puts the animal Spirits into a rapid Mo- 
tion, determines them to run into different Nerves, diiFufed thro' 

different 

* Quibufdam viperarum morfibus cancus tibiarum auc fidicinum atque alia or- 
gana anis muficx modulare adhibica aptiflime mederi. Alexander ah Akxand. . . . 
Genialiumy lib. ii. cap. xvii. p. 81. The Tide is, ^od Theophraftus fenfif quihyf^ 
dam Viferarum moffthus t$kuiues mederi^ frohafum experiment urn, Bagiivi DiUerC i. 
de Tarent. cap. xiii. 

•(• De Legibus. 

t Qui Phrcncticos mcnte imrainuta, & valetudine animi zScStcsy nulla re magis 
<]uam iymphonia, & vocum concentu^ & mcxlulis rcfipircere^ & f^inuau refticui 
cenfuit. j^lex, ab Alex, lib. II. cap. xvii. p. 81. 

I Fafhet Re^nauli^s Converf, from Repuk. des Lef. p. 26^,. 
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different Parts of the Body, and is cornmunlc ited to thofc Nerves, 
according as it finds them more or lefs in Uiifon .... Hence the. 
Paflions and Madnefs itfelf. Ibid. 

In Mufick are different Taftes, which feems to proceed from 
the diffcrentConftitutions of the Fibres or the animal Spirits: The 
Fibres of the auditory Nerves are differently difpofed in different 
Perfons, and in the fame Perfon at diverfe Times j but generally 
ipeaking, Mufick infpires more pleafing Sentiments, e.g. 

A Ce RTi^i N famous French Phyfician being ill, fell into a 
violent Delirium^ after fome Days lUnefs of a continued Fever :: 
the third Day of his Delirium^ I know not by what Inflindt, 
(fays the Learned Father Regnault) made him defire a Concert g/' 
Mufick \ upon which, they play'd, and fung to him the Songs of 
M. Bernier * : Scarcely had he heard the fir ft Notes, but his Eyes 
were calm ; a Serenity was fprcad all over his Countenance, the 
Convulfions ceafed, and he wept thro* Exccfs of Plcafure ; he was 
free from his Fever all the time of the Concert, but whenever they 
ceafed finging, he relapfed into his former Condition : They fail'd 
not to continue fo marvellous a Remedy, which always fufpended 
his Indifpofition. In ihort, after ten Days mufical Entertainment, 
he was reftored to his former Health. Hid. 

Another Inftance, isa Dancing-Mafter of-/^^/jin Pr^w^y 
who had the fame Fate in the Year 1708 ; after a Fever of about 
four Days, and a long Lethargy, he fell into a Deliriumy both 
mad and dumb. One of his Friends took his Violin, and plaid to 
him thofe Airs he was moft accuftom'd to : People thought at firfty 
that the Player was as mad as the Patient \ but, in a (hort time, 
the fick Man raifed himfelf upright in his Bed, with the Air of 
a Man agreeably furpriz'd .... All his Motions difcover'd the 
Pleafure he felt : Soon after he fell into a deep Sleep, and the 
Crifis he had during his Sleep, perfected his Cure, Ibid. 

One Reafon of this ftrange Operation might be this, viz. 
The Sound of the Inftrument agitates the Fibres, cfpecially thofe. 
that are in Unifon, by that means brings to his Remembrance a- 
greeable Perceptions . . . fcts the animal Spirits going, and reftores 
them to their natural Courfe : Thefe Spirits being mpved, run in- 
to the Nerves and Mufcles, where they have been ufed to run,, 
in order to form the Motion of certain Airs; the PafTages of the 

Bloods 

♦ Father Regn., from Hifi. uf the Roj^l Acaiimj it$ Wtanu^ 
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Blood thereby become more free : Hence that ferene Air dlffufed 
all of a fudden over the Face of the fick Mufician, who was 
cufed by the Charms of his own Art. 

These two Inftances are quoted by the Learned Dr. Nieu- 
wentyt, who fays, both of them (the Mufician and Dancing- 
Mafter) were perfeftly reftored to their Senfes by Mufick. He 
alfo obferves, that the Wound given by the TarantuJa can only 
be cured by the Sound of Mufick, of which different Airs and 
Tunes muft be play'd, according to the different Ngture and Co- 
lour of thofe Tarantula*s that have given the Wound *. Then 
adds ; 

That the famous Italian Mufician, Angela Fit ait had re- 
lated to him the following Story, and afTured him of the Truth 
of it, viz. 

T H A T a certain Player on the Flute at Venice had boafled, 
that by his playing, he could deprive the Hearers of the Ufe of 
their Underftanding : Whereupon he was fent for by the Doge^ 
who was a Lover of Mufick, and commanded to put his Art in 
practice before him i where, after having play'd fome time very 
finely, (and to the Amazement of the Hearers) he at lafl begun 
a oiournful Tune, with a Defign, as far as he was able, to put 
the Doge into a melancholy Humour ; and prefently, he ftruck 
up a jovial one, to di^ofe him to Mirth and Dancing; and after 
having repeated thefe two kind of Tunes ftveral times by turns, 
the Doge being no longer able to endure thofe different Emotions, 
which he felt in his Soul, he was ordered to forbear playing any 
longer. Ibid. p. 271. 

FROM the Account given of Concords and D if cords in Mu-- 
Jick^ a Reafon may be fornid why two Strings of a Viol^ that are 
Unifons or OStaves one to another y if one be jlruck the other will 
tremble y fo as to be vifbly perceived. 

JVHAT is this IJnifon ? In Mufick, Vnifin is a Confonance 
of two Sounds, produced by two Strings, or other Bodies of the 
lame Matter, Length, Thicknefs, andTcnfion, equally ftruck^ and 
at the fame Time, fo that they yield the fame Tone or Note. 
Others define it, theUnion of two Sounds^ fo like each other, that 
the Ear perceiving no Difference, receives them as one and the 
ikir^c Sound. 

What 

* Rrigi.:tiPhllofipbcr. VQl.i. CoatempLjciii. Sc<a:.27o. 
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What conftitutes Unifonance, is the Equality of the Num- 
ber of Vibrations : Unilbn is the firft and greatcft of Concords. 
Others fay, it is only that in Sounds which Unity is in Numbers. 

Being once in a Room where there was a Bafs-Violy and 
ftriking one of the Strings, a loofe Quarry of Glafs in the 
Window, jarr'd every time that String was flruck, which it woii'd 
not do upon ftriking any of the other difcordant Strings. The 
Reafon may be, viz. That the times of the Vibration of the 
loole Quarry, were equal or near Concordance to thofe of the 
String. A Gentleman of my Acquaintance, when he founded a 
particular Tone on the Bafs-Viol, very plainly heard the Noife 
of the Glafs of the Clock in his Chamber, which Glafs never 

moved, upon his founding any other Tone It is a general 

Remark, that an Unifon-Strifig will receive the Motion, and fo 
tremble, when another Unifon is made to found ; and yet all other 
Strings of the fame Inftrument, that are not Unifons, (hall remain 
filent and unmoved. 

M u s I c K does not only exert its Force on the Paflions and 
AfFedlions, and mufical Inftruments, but on the Parts of the hu- 
man Body alfo. Witnefs the Gafcoigne-Knigbty (mentioned by 
Mr. Boyle) who could not contain his Water, at the playing of 
a Bag-pipe : The Woman, mentioned by the fame Author, who 
would burft out in Tears, at the hearing of a certain Tune, with 
which other People were but little afFeded : And in this County, 
near Rochdale^ there is a certain Man, who can't forbear dancing, 
if in a Houfe, or Market, upon hearing a certain Tunc fung. 

Wo N D E R not at the ftrange EfFedls of mufical Sounds, when 
other Sounds ftrangcly afFedl the Mind. How are the Paflions 
excited by the Sound of a Drum and the Difcharge of Cannons. . . . 
Not only human Minds and Bodies are affedted by the Impreflion 
of Sounds, but even Things without Life. 

K IRC HER tells us of a large Stone that would tremble at 
the Sound of one particular Organ-Pipe. Merjenne alfo tells us, 
of a particular part of a Pavement that would (hake and tremble, 
as if the Earth would open, when the Organs play'd. Mr, Boyk 
adds, that Seats will tremble at the Sound of Organs, that he nas 
felt his Hat do fo under his Hand, at certain Notes, both of 
Organs and Difcourfe ; and that he was well inform'd, every well- 
built Vault, would anfwer fome determinate Note. 

Y We 
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We may obferve the like mechanic Perception in feveral 
empty Drinking-Glafles, of fine white Metal. Thus if we caufc 
the Strings of a mufical Inftrument to be ftretched to a certain 
Tone or Note, it would make one of the GlafTcs ring, and not the 
other; nor would the Sound of the fame String, tuned to another, 
fenfibly afFedt the fame Glafs. Morhoff mentions one Fetter^ a 
Dutchman^ who could break Rummer-Glafles with the Tone of 
his Voice. The fame, I think, is faid oi Purcel. 

When two Viols are tuned in Unifon, one of them being 
touch'd, the other will anfwer, tho*^ at fome diftance. This is a 
noble Proof of an harmonious Creation : This Unifon looks like 
a more pure fort of fympathifiog that is found in all the Crea- 
tures, when thofe of the fame Species flock together. 

Here give me leave to obferve, that all Nature is as it were 
a Syftem of divine Mufkk, and delightful Harmony; or, in the 
facred Language, a Poem which is a Work of Skill, curious and 
polite, lofty and fublime ; in which Numbers and Meafures are 
exadlly obferved. Under this Idea of a Poem the old and new 
Creation are reprefented. 

THE invifible things of him from the Creation of the World are 
clearly feen^ being under flood by the things that are made^ rot; iromixxa-i *, 
Poems that are made. The Creation is, as it were, a Poem in 
the Sublime : Every Species of created Beings is a Stanza, and 
every individual Creature, a Verfe in it, as a certain learned Di- 
vine exprefles it. Creation here is not ftiled ipyov, v^hich is a 
Work of manual Labor, but ^o»»?/xi6 +, a Work of Skill ; not fo 
much the Operation of the Hand, as of the Head and Heart : 
No Creature fo fmall and mean, but glitters with a Beam of di- 
vine Skill. 

S o the new Creation is ftiKd a Poem ... .IVe are his Workman-' 
Jhip in Chrift Jefus^ Eph. ii. iq. In the Greeks we are his Poem 
in Chriji J ejus. 

A s for the feveral Moods, which, in mufical Compofition^ 
were obferved by the Anticnts, for moving particular Paffions, 
there is a remarkable Fragment of Damon the Mufician, men- 
tioned by Ariftides in Plutarch. This is fuppofed to be that kind 
of Mufick ufed by David 2iVidi Elifia^ as a Prefcription to remove 
mental Difordcrs 5 and may fuppofe to point at the Original of 

the 

• TOK »«ii|f4«ff). Rom. i. 20. t Ai;t» yctf ieyisf twmj^- Eph. ii. 10. 
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the Pagans curing Difeafes of the Body and Mind by inftrumen- 
tal Mulick. 

It's faid, when an evil Spirit from God was upon Saul^ 

David took a Harp and playd ivitb his Hand^ fo Saul was re- 

frcfhcd^ and was welly and the evil Spirit departed from him. 

1 Sam, xvi. 23. 

AND EliJJ:a faid to fekoram^ King of Ifrael . . . Were it 

not that I regard the Prejence of the King of JudaBy I would not look 
towards thee^ but new bring me a MinftreL And it came to pafs 
when the Minjirel plafd^ that the Hand of the Lord came upon him. 

2 Kings iii. 13,-15. 

I T is obfervable here, that the Mind of Elijha the Prophet 
was very much ruffled \ now, under this Difcompofure, he calls 
for a Minftrel, not out of Levity, but for a religious End ; and 
that was, to compofe his Mind, and to bring it into a ferene and 
fedate Frame, and thereby to prepare himfelf for divine Excr- 
cifes ; or perhaps, a devout Levite^ well fkill'd in mufical Per- 
formances, might play before him, and intermix with it, Pfalms 
and fpiritual Songs, according to the Conftitutions of thofe 
Times. 

As the Prophets might indifpofe themfclves for the Spirit of 
Prophecy, fo they were to ufe Means to difpofe themfelves for 
the Impulfes of the Holy Spirit ; and for this End the School of 
the Prophets was appointed, in which the Students were trained 
up in the Science of Mufick^ inJlriSl Virtue^ Self-denial^ Contempt 
of worldly Grandeur ^ Knowledge of the Law^ &c. Thefe Schools 
were Seminaries of Religion, in which the intended Guardians of 
the Spirituality were inftrudled, and prepared to receive the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Spirit. 

W E read how the Indians performed their Worfhip by dancing 
to Songs, the Priefts of Cybele with Cymbals, the Curetes with 
Drums and Trumpets, the Romans fung Spondaic Ferfes, while 
they ofFer'd their Sacrifices; the mufical Sound that calm*d the 
Paflions (confiding of Spondees principally) Arifiotle calls moral ; 
(to diftinguiih it from the Diatonic and Phrygian) from whence 
the Cuftom might be derived. When the Spartans went to War, 
they march'd to the Sound of Flutes^ to animate the Soldiers; 
as is now done by Drum and Trumpet, to lefifen the Terror of 
Death. 

Y 2 THE 
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7'HE Ant tent 5 halving related ^wonderful Tubings dene by Mujick 
in their days, by which Difeafes were fujpendedy the Sick reftored . . . 
/ Jfjall make a Jhort Inquiry into the Heajbns of it. Tho' the Re^ 
port be JlrangCy and in fome degree hyperbolical, yet Jome Account 
may be given of the furprizing EfeSls of Mufick, and is attempted 
by the learned Dr. Willis, ( among others ; ) a Hint of which I 
fhall add here, to what was obferved before upon the Subjedt. 

R EA S O NS (or rather Conjectures) for Medicinal Cures 

by MUSICK. 

I. nr^HAT Mufick, if not new, was in thofe Days a rare 
X thing, which the Vulgar, on whom *tis reported to 
have mighty EfFedts, had fcarce heard any before, and on whom 
a little Mufick will do great Feats, as we now find a Bag-pipe at 
a Morris-Dance. 

II. A N T I E N T Mufick was much more fimple and plain than 
ours now, having only one finglc Voice or Inftrument apart^ 
which to a rude Ear is much more taking, than compound Mu* 
fick 5 the former not exceeding their Capacity, whereas a Concert 
of Mufick confounds them quite, and 'tis by no means diftin- 
guifhable by them^ fo as to afre<5t them with the Harmony of ita 
Parts. 

III. M u s I c K, with the Antients, was of a much larger Ex- 
tent than what we now call by that Name; for Poetry, and 
Dancing or gracefiil Motion, were then counted part of Mufick^ 
when it had arrived to fome degree of Perfedtion : And we fee 
that Verje alone, if in good Meafure and moving Words^ fung bv 
an agreeable Voice, with foft inftrumental Mufick, will work 
ftrangely on the Ear, and move all AfFcdlions fuitable to the Tune 
and Ditty . . . efoecially if attended vf \i\i proper Gejiures and ASH-- 
ons. . . .. Thus fuitable Adling on the Stage, gives great Life to 
the Words *. 

If 

^ Livttborf*s Abrirg, yol. L p. ^i%. 
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If a deliberate pathetick Reading of a well-penn*d Romance, 
will ftrike the Paflions, and produce Mirth, Tears, Joy, Grief, 
Pity, Wrath, Indignation, fuitablc to the refpedive Intents of it; 
much more would it fo do, if accompanied with all thofe At- 
tendants.— 

If it be afk'd, fFby may not all this be donentnv? I anfwer. 
No doubt but it may, if the Addrefs be made in proper Words, 
emphatically fpoken, with agreeable Voice, attended with a de- 
cent Geflure ; and all thefe adjufled to the Faflion and Temper of 
the Mind, particularly defign'd to be produced, (be it Joy, Grief, 
Pity, Courage, Indignation) will certainly now, as well a3 then, 
produce great EfFeds upon the Mind, efpecially upon a Surprize, 
and where Perfons are not otherwife pre-engaged. Ibid. 

Th B Antients had the Art of exciting this or that particular 
Paffion of ,the Mind, the Tunes being fuiiably adapted to fuch 
Deiigns ; whereas thofe now are almofl quite negleAcd in our mo- 
dern Muiick» 

The Chromatick Genus *, with its greater and lefler Semi^ 
ToneSy either afcending or descending, is very proper for the Pa- 
thetick in Mufick ; as is alfo an artful Management of Difcords^ 
with a Variety of Motions ; now brifk, now languifhing ; now 
fwift, now flow. The Venetian Mufician before-mentioned, 
excell'd in the Pathetick to that degree, that he was able to play 
any of hi£ Auditors into DiJiraSiion . . . The great Means he made 
ufe of, was the Variety of Mot ions. ^-^^ 

Even little Children, when crying, are charm'd and quieted 
by a jingling Sound, a Shadow of Muflck. In fliort, Mufick at- 
tends the Man to his Grave, where Elegies were formerly fung in 
Honour of the Deceafed : Thus the Pbcenicians added Flutes ta 
their Mournings^ and the Romans had their SiticineSy that is, thofe 
who fung to a Pipe, or blow'd the Trumpet at their Funerals,, 
a Cuftom not yet entirely aboli(h'd among the antient Britons and 
fome Parts of England^ who, when they take up the Corps, fing 
Pfalms before it all the way to Church; a common Prafticc 
about feventy Years ago : So far I can charge my Memory. 

We are not without modern Inftances of Perfons extraordi- 
narily affcfted by the Powers of Mufick, as appears fi'om our O- 
pera's, and the very particular Devotion paid to the Farinello's of • 

the 

* chroma in Mufick, is the graceful way of Singing*. 
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the Age, and to Italian Mufick, difplay'd in Temples as well as 
on the Stage, the firft Eredion of which was intended for the 
Honour and Defence of Virtue, 

The Laconians were wont at the Death of their King to tinkle 
a Caldron, inftead of a Bell : Yea, the Jews had their Minflrels 
at Funerals 5 for, at the raifing to Life the Daughter of Jairus^ 
'tis faid, the Muficians were commanded to troop off, Matth. \x. 
Before the Roman Funerals, a Trumpeter went, followed by the 
Prafica^ t\ e, old Women, finging Songs in Praife of the Deceafed. 

Thus we have had a general View of Serpents, their Poifon 
and Cure ; and a particular Account of Perfons wounded by the 
Tarantula^ and cured by Mufick j the EfFedls of which mufical 
Operation, have paft for Miracles ; for, by means of it, dangerous 
Diftempers have been cured, Infurredtions quelled, Paflions calm'd 
and raifed, even to Diftraftion and Madnefs. 

A N T I E N T L Y all Laws, Exhortations to Knowledge and 
Virtue, and Lives of illuftrious Men, were written in Verfe, and 
publickly fung by a Chorus to the Sound of mufical Inftruments, 
which was found a moft eflTedlual way to imprefs Morality. So 
much for Serpents in particular. 

N.B. In the Defcription of fome Serpents by different Au- 
thors, 'tis difficult to know whether they mean the fame, or ano- 
ther ; fome having the fame Defcription with different Names, 
and fome different Defcription with the fame Name. Another 
Miftakc may arife from fome Difference in the fame Serpent, ia 
different Climates, as in Situation (N. or S.) and Size. 
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SERPENTS. 



PART IIL 

Containing Six Dissertations. 



I. Upon the Primaval Serpent. 

II. Fiery Serpent. 

III. "The Brazen Serpent. 

IV. Adoration of Serpents. 



V. Reafons of that monjirous 
Worjiytp \ 

VI. And for the Adoration of 
different Animals. 



CHAP. I. 

Contents. Various Sentiments about the Primerval Serpent : 
Some fa)\ 'twas a real Serpent -, others fa\\ the Paffage is allt^ 
gorical. So^ne make the Serpent to be Pleafure ; others tl e Devil 
in the Natural Serpent. Reafons why Adam was tiot made be-- 
yond a Capacity of Sinning. Our firfi Parents arm^d with fuf- 
ficient Perce r to /land: T^hey knew no Enemy. Satan a compleat 
Orator. Tthe Fatal Surrender. Sataiis triumphant Return from 
Eden. Serpent's Head and Subtility. Inter courfe between the 
Angdick and Human World. A Plea for our firfi Mother. Why 

^ Mofes 
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Mofes introduces a /peaking Serpent. Method of Divine Govern^ 
ment. Satan s View. Reajbns why Adam wa% created in a State 
of Trial. A ftrong Negative^ fufficient to put the I'empter t9 
fight. The Paradiikical Law guarded by the mofi powerful 
Sanation. The Opinion of Pagans and Mahorhctans nAMr/ the 
Fall o/* Adam, (Sc. IVhy Satan puniftSd under a vifble Figure^ 
VIZ. Serpent. ChrifV s Death publijh'd, before Sentence of Death 
pafl upon A^am. The Earthy a fecondary Paradifc, Moral 
Refleilion. 

TH E Manner of Sin*s firft Entrance into our World, is in* 
fcru table : The Subject is an Article of Lamentation, an 
Article that condudts us to Paradife indeed, but 'tis to Paradife 
loft \ whence date the fatal Mr a of all human Calamities. There, 
there in a blifsful Field ; Sin, the Plague of Hell, made its firft 
Appearance on Earth : but as to the Mode of its Introdudtion, 
there is a Spread of impenetrable Darknefs over the Face of that 
great Deep ; after the mod critical Difquifitions about it, the Dif- 
ficulty remains unfolvable. 

M E N of Letters may give their Conjedhires, but it feems to be 
one of thofe fecret Things which belongs to him who is unfearch- 
able, and nvhofe ways are paft finding out ; therefore we (hould ra- 
ther think, ho^ to get Sin out of the Worlds than htm it came in at 
firft : The one would only prove what our Underftandings could 
do, but the other would declare our Hearts, what they ought to be. 

What this Serpent was, that triumphed in Paradife, has been 
a Subject of long Debate, and the Learned arc not yet agreed in 
their Verdict about it. I (hall firft lay down their various Opi- 
nions, and then give my own Conjeftures. 

Among the Jews^ fome took it for a real, natural Serpent, 
and did believe, it was endued with the Gift of Speakings but be- 
CAufe it deceived the Woman, was condemned to lofe its vocal 
Tongue, to go upon its Belly ^ 2Si^ feed upon Dufl *. 

Others, who, not allowing the Privilege of Speech to a 
Brute, have turn'd the Mofaic Hifiory of Paradife into an Allegory^ 
an Allemblage of Metaphors, or figurative Documents. Thus a 
certain learned Jew lays, the Serpent^ that feduced the Woman, 
was Pleafure ; and forCiiddcn Plealure, when tafted, brought forth 
Death f. But 

• Jofefh, Antiq, cap. i. f ^hUo Jud, de Mundi Optf. 
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B u T if this was the Cafe, could (he be fo px-operly faid to be 
tempted by another, as to tempt herfclf ? He adds, the Curie of 
the Serpent is not only to go upon its Breaft, but, and thou Jhalt 
go upon thy Belly, q. d. " Since Pleafure was thy Defire, let the 
" Pleafure of the Eartli enter into it. The Belly, fays the Allego- 
** rizery is the Receptacle of moft Pleafures of the Animal Kind." 
Creatures that go upon four Feet, or more, are deem'd impure ; 
and fuch is he, who is a Lover of terrene Pleafures ; fuch a Per- 
fon may be faid, always to go upon his Belly, becaufe he iludies 
nothing more than its Gratincation. Pleafure indeed, is attended 
with a Train of Allurements and Charms. Tarquin's violent Pur- 
fuit of forbidden Pleafure, terminated, not only in the Ruin of 
his Houfe, but Extirpation of Monarchy : Crcejus King oi Lydia 
being conquered by Cyrus King of Perjia^ gave the Conqueror this 
Advice, If you would have the Lydians be your obedient Slaves, 
make them Slaves to Pleafure. 

Nor is Philo alone in making the Serpent a Symbol of Plea- 
fure, for Maimonides and others expound thofe hiftorical Paffages 
in the fame manner; afking, Why fliould that Serpent be call'd a 
fubtle Beafl, if it were not in a figurative Senfe ? In favour of 
this Expofition, he quotes feveral Paflages out of the Prophets, 
that are allow'd to be intirely allegorical * 5 and then adds, that 
in Mofes's Journal of the Creation^ all things therein are not to be 
underftood literally -f-. One of the moft learned Fathers feems 
inclined to this Philonick Interpretation of Mofes %. It is obferva- 
ble, that in reality, 'twas not the Pleafure of Eating which 
tempted the Woman, but an anxious Deftre of greater Wifdom ; 
which fhews a more refined Tafte in JSw, and overthrows the 
Hypothefis of Philo and Clemens. 

Some Rabbinical Writers fay, the Devil that deluded the Wo- 
man, came mounted upon a Serpent, in Bulk equal to a Camel, 
and known by the Name Sammaely an Evil Angel ; called alfb by 
them, the Angel of the Deady Prince of the aerial Region, and 
Chief of the Demons. Other Rabbies look upon him as the 
Prince of Angels 5 and believe, he is to prcfide at the laft Judg- 
ment ; for which Reafon, they make him Offerings on the Day 

Z of 

♦ More Nevochsm, cap. xxijf. t Ibid. p. 2(J5, & 27 V 

X Clem. AUxavdrlnus, who flouridi'd in the iiccond Age. ^♦'^ aAA»fyop«<T<i— »f^r»f« 
Edit. col. p. 69. A. B. A, D. 1688. 
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of folemn Expiation,, to, {»»ppeafe nis^ Indignaitjpn*. *Tis faid, 
this Serpent eat the forbidden Fruit ancl di4 not die for it; the 
Woman inferred ihe tpight alfq eat, . and i\ot die. 

Others there are, who wiU. pot allo^w the fe(lucing Jferpca^ 
to be an jinimal^ bqt the Devil hjmfclf in that Sh^pe, who there- 
fore in the^facred Writings, if called j^e great Dragpri^ old Ser^ 
pent^ and Murderer from the Beginning. And fome are of Opi- 
nion, he. borrowed the Body pf a real Serpent, which he made 
ufe of, as a Vehicle, thro* which he inftilled Poifon into the Wo- 
man's Mind : And UFfo, what occaQon to fay the Serpent was n:iore 

fubtle than any Beaft ? Sines the grand Enemy in tempting . 

£w, did not ufe t|ie Craft of the Serpent, but his own Cunnings 
in the Management of that ccuel Stratagem. . . 

Those who are not pleafed with uich Ratiocinations, fatisfy 
themfelves with this, viz. That our firft Parents, m wHofe Loins 
we were, tranfgrcft, and piade a forfeiture of Paradife for theni- 
felves and Defcendants; but the manner how they fell is not ob- 
vious, .nor tp.be accounted fipr^ in a State of Imperfedlion. 

If, it he afk'd. Why did not the divine Goodnefs put our firft 
Parei^ts beyond z, Capacity of finning? 'tis anfwer'd, 

TfliAT Mutability is ejfential to all Creatures^ as fuch, in all 
thqr Kinds : In this mutably St^te our firft Parents were created, 
hplyiand happy ; Lifp ^iid. Death were, l^t before them ; they had 
freedom pf Choice, a fr^e-wrijl tp ufe the Powers of Nature as they 
plcafed J th^t is, they were m^d? ip a. State of Liberty, with a 
Power to. detp-qiine for.thea){clves, whether to abide or not in 
that glorious Situation. So that if there be a Difficulty in account- 
ing for the Fall, there is as great, a one in fuppofiriga reafonable 
njpralvCreaturc uncapable of Choice:, for where there is no Choice,, 
there fan ,be no Virtue j and where there is no Virtue, there can 
be no Happinefs. 

• Again, Adam and Eve, were arrn^d with a fufficient Power 
to Jiafid,, being created after the divipp Image pure a,nd upright, 
without Error in their in telledual Pow^rsitherefore'if they mif- 
topk the Obje<3:, orvwere impoicji upon, 'twas not for want of 
Xight in the Mind, but want of Application of that Light, which 
was in their power .... Which Light told them, the Tree of Life 
planted in Paradife, was to perpetuate their Lives; and that the 

Tree 

• dtlmef in V^rbum. R^b. Benach in Genef. iii. 
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Tree that had tlie A(IarJcs of Death upon it, would do them no 
harm,' but by doinjg their own Y^ll, or the Will of any bthcr in 
oppqfitjoh to his fovferieign Will who had faid, '£j/ not. '• * 

They were created pure, and capable of I^crfevcrance ; and 
when they fcll^ God did' hot withdraw any Gift he Had cdnfcf^ed 




right : The Jr Liberty Was -not tied to arijr piWi- 
ciilar C)bie<ft, as t'hfeir^ Faculties were, but 'rcfpedted evciy thiAg ^f/t^7^ 

that could be done, or left undanb, arid it niight Havi im^oy'd 
them aiFtdr another manner. '* ' ' * ' ^ * 

Ft'^s faid, Uut of the Ground made the Lord God to grow every 

Tree that is pie df ant to the Sight, arid good' far Foody ^ and* the ^ree 

ofKnoivledge of Good and Evil^ of which thou fhdlt not^eiat. Ocin, 

li. 9, 17. ' Now, Where lay the Difficlilty of not eitihg^ when 

hey were in no want of ^Food ?' "Arid if in want, wete not ^U 

lie Fruits of Paradite priepared for thehi '? Why wouW hone fcrve 

out what was prohlblta! ? 'And ' nothing prbhibtted bbrwhat'was 

deamy "Poifoii, and vy hat :^^j;w' knew to be fo, by imndedistc 

Revelation from HeaVfen; '" ' '' ' ' '* •*' • ' 

' THus^furniflld with divine Armour, and all the agreeable En- 

tcnainmcntis of Life" 'tis liibft furprisiing; how thfey iffiduM indulge 

an irregular Tiirn in the anlniat Pkffions, and give way to fuch 

Inadvertency. One thing that might lead thcni td this OverficHt, 

'probably was, tfiat ihey kneW of W £»;^^^ therefbrfc drfcadcd ;/a 

X)anger. But this, Plea is of no force ^ for their Bufinefs was 

.jftridtly to regard 'the Vbice of their Creator (who fiid, Eat not) 

arid not to give heed to any contrary Infinuatiorts, tho' propofed 

by a known Friend, miich 'tefs by a Stranger, one of another 

iCin^doili, and of another Species, without fufficient Atteftatibn. 

I^I E R c ^Lucifer play'd tne Orator : He gaVe his Argument all 
the Rhetorick it would b^ar, by removing xhtiv fear of Death ^ 
and gratifying in them a certain Hope of Being Gods. The Wo- 
^ihan had the Threathing bf" Death in her Thoughts, and there* 
fore durft not eat till flie was made to believe, yZ?^ jhould not die ; 
, (by wliich it appears, flie had dreadful Ideas of dying.) And 
^thus (he was tempted to Unbelief. Then Satan propofes the glo- 
rious Advantages' of Eating, viz. Te fhdll be as Gods .... be inde- 
pendent Beings, not fubjedt to the Controul of a fuperior Power j 

Z 2 and 
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and thus they were tempted to Pride. Unbelief and Pride were 
the two fatal Rocks, on which their Innocence was wrcck'd. 
Thus our firft Parents fell, not for want of Lights but for extin- 
guifhing it ; not for want of Power ^ but for not ufing it in the 
Hwr of Danger. 

The Enemy having made his Conqueft, might probably con- 
tinue for fome time in Edeii^ to affift the Woman in feducing her 
Hulband, and then confirm them in their Apoftacy, direding 
them, upon the Approach of an Enemy, to hide themfelves a- 
mong the Trees of the Garden, where he left them ; upon which 
he return^ to his Kingdom in the Air, to publifh his fuccefsful 
Atchievements in Paradife, and was no more heard of, till he was 
fummon'd to the Bar. 

The Devil's principal Refidence is in the Air, where he keeps 
his Court, from whence he fends out his Angels to fecure and en- 
large his Conquefts. Perhaps, he may think it not confident 
with the Dignity of fo great a Prince to traverfe the Earth in 
Perfon, unlefs it be upon fome extraordinary Occafions, as that 
of tempting the firft and fecond Adam^ &c. 

The next Thing that oflfers itfelf, is an Attempt to illuftratc 
the Cafe between the Woman and Serpent : It feems moft appa- 
rent to me, that under the Name of the Serpent, we are to un- 
derftand the Devil, who made ufe of a real Serpent in his Defcent 
upon Paradife, where he decoy'd the firft Woman into the fatal 
Snare. 

I N the Curfe upon the Serpent, 'tis faid, the Seed of the Wo^ 
man fl:ould break the Serpent's Head ; intimating, the Serpent hav- 
ing its Heart under the T^hroat^ and very near the Head^ the rea- 
dieft way to kill it, is to fquecze the Head. Some of the Fathers 
bring four Proofs of the Serpent's Wifdom 5 trite and common. 

1. Whe n *tis old, it has the Secret of growing young again, 
by ftripping cfif its old Skin, which is fucceeded by a new Coat j 
but if it pans with its outward Garments, it retains its Poifon. 
Herein it is refembled by thofe, who leave the outward A6ts of 
Sin, but not their fecret Regards for it. 

2. Th E Serpent aflaults a Man if he fees him naked, but flies 
if it finds him cloathed. But there is a Fault in this PaflTage of 
EpiphaniuSy who intends to fay the contrary ; for 'tis generally 

affirmed. 
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affirm'd, that the Serpent is afraid of a naked Man, but attacks 
him if he has Clothes on. 

3. When the Serpent isaflaulted, its chief Care is to fccurc 
its Head : 'Tis attefted by many Writers, that to feve the Head^ 
it will cxpofe the whole Body to Danger ♦. 

4. When it goes to drink, it vomits up all its Poifon, for 
fear of poifoning itfelf. Some have defended this, but without 
any Colour of Reafon -f-. 

They relate other Inftances of the Serpent's Wifdom, as flop- 
ping its Ears, that it may not hear the Voice of the Charmer or 
Inchantcr ; of which the Pfalmiji takes notice. 'Tis faid, it ap- 
plies one of its Ears hard to the Ground, and flops up the other 
with the end of its Tail, Pfal. Iviii. 4. Others fay, its Wifdom 
confifts in Acutenefs of Sight ; therefore among the Greeks^ a Ser- 
pent's Eye was a proverbial Speech for one of a quick Underftand- 
ing %. Thftfe are fome of the common Reafons afligned for the 
Wifflom of the Serpent. 

I Now proceed to an Illuftration of the Debate between the 
Woman and Serpent in Paradife, under three Heads* 

1. WHT may not we fuppofe^ that in the Infancy of Mankind 
there was an open Inter courfe between the angelick and human Worlds 
and that Angeh might appear to our Jirji Parents in fome viJiUe 
Form^ as afterwards they did to the Patriarchs ? If this be not 
granted, I would afk how a fallen Angel came to know there was 
a Paradife, and a certain Tree whofe Fruit was forWdden, and 
where that Tree was fituated in the Garden ? 

W H E N a certain Province of Angels rebelled, they were 
doom'd to the wide Space contiguous to our Globe, and by their 
daily Rovings froni Place to Place, they might indeed difcover 
that little Spot of Earth, called Paradife ; but how came they ta 
be acquainted with the Laws of that Country, and that there was 
a forbidden Tree, and where it grew ? How, I fay, could they 
know all this without Revelation, or previous Converiation with 
the Inhabitants of the Place ? 

II, 

• 'o i^ (^uAtfTlfi Kf^jfv- Ifiodor. PduGor. lib. i. p- 126. 

t Calmeis Di^ion. of the H. Bibltj vOU iii. out oi EfifhoMuu. 
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II. 1 F there had been no former Acqjuaintance petwee/i Angela 
and our firji Parents^ how came the JVQman to c^nverfe Jp freely 
mtb.a Stranger fi)e had »e%er Jeeh bfifore^ one of aether f^(^ififrN^ 
mid of a different Species ? ^Jiis ^thecefp^c ptobj^ble, .th^t .w^cn ,tqc 
BtevU addreft itbe (Woman, aad ,(hAt jo her pwrp (Laqgq^e, he 
might affume .*ibe Eocm .of a good Angel, 4hAt :l?qrm ia ~(\vhich 
Angels had difcoiwfed with our firft Parents rb<$fore ^e Fa|l. 

A»N iD ,pccbaps wh^n An^b, the Meflepgci? of^IJcavep, (jron- 
verfediwinh Adam and jEve , jit might be in the Shape .qf {flyi(ig 
fpeakir^g Serpents. 'Without allowing .this mutual ^nte^couric^ 
and former F^miliaciiy, we. can't t well fuppo^e.th^t our .firft Pa- 
rents, 'the' not furnidi'd with (d muah ^KnpwMge 4s is Milu(lly 
^fcribed to them, would ibe conqi^er'd by a.J^^^^a^ ipithe i^bape 
of a Serpent y which naturally.is.a*B€iaft,<)f therField, .and Jbipji^n 
;to befo.by jidam^ .who, :but:ailittle b^fpre, h^d^nrpUedit amopg 
his Subjedls, and given it a fignificant Nap^e. 

C A N we imagine our firft Parents fo ftupid, as to hold a Con- 

wverfation .with aiBeaft, without Surprize, J^a^oiiiy» ^J^ndvj^ufpicion ? 

Adam^ who Jcnew the Properties of inferior, Apip^K {^o wJti9p) 

he had given proper Names a little before) could not but know, 

ithatlhe Serpent was a .8^, ^nd ha(d i PP ; Organs iEt^d for the 

.Formatioa of: articulate Sounds, muck.le&.aPovirer.to fix.p^'pper 

tldeas to them, andfuppor^an Argujxient by arguing cheC^feiJn.a 

rational: manner. . Could Adam^ who was the linage of God upon 

'Earth, hear a Brute fpeak and difpute in tjbeO^guage of Para- 

'dtife, iwithout a Sufpicion of Impoilyre pr fprp^hiiig ominous? 

During the Woman's^ Padey with the Serpent, Adam isfup- 
pofed to he/abfent, perhaps thro' Satan's vMatUag^mpnt, a|Kl upon 
her Fcprefenting to him at their ne^t qijceting, |he Qonyerf^tio]!! 
ihel)ad:with the Serpent, he muft conclifde tbfit Serpent, to be. a 
^grand Cheats or a good Angela that fpoke to his Wife: and that 
he took it in the latter Senfe, is plain frpm the Event $ that is, his 
taking the forbidden Fruit, and eating thereof upon the Scyrpen('s 
Recommendation of it to his yVife, whq fpupd no illEfiedl from 
her Compliance. Now, the Tempter hnvingpffiir'd- the Woman 
that her crtiing that Fruit would not bring Death, and Adam find- 
ing it to be true in Fadl,. that is, that flie did eat and live after it, 
concluded he might cat with equal Safety. 

Upon 
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Upon this Sup'pofition, we miay charitably infer, that fince 
our firft Mother might convferfe with Angels in that Terpen tine, 
or fonie other bright Form, fhc now converfes with the Serpent 
without Scruple or Dread of Impofture. And as (he apprehended 
the Serpent to be a good and kind Spirit, fo Adam did, upon her 
Reprefcntatioh 'of the Matter, and took the fort>idden Fruit, and 
eat it : And perhs^s the Sei^nt was prefent, giving Att^ftation to 
the Report made by the Woman to her Hulband. 

This being granted, 'tis conceivable how the Woman might 
freely convcrfe with a Creaiture tliat aflum'd an Image fo glorious, 
cfpecially if vee confider -flie was in her infantile St^te, and with- 
out any eicperimental Knowledge, or any Apprehenfion of Dan- 
ger, from an Enemy, of which (he had no Idea ; being no Sin^ 
ner, (he was without Fear. 

In the Sentence paft upon ^i/tf;97, there is one'Claufc that feems 
to corrdbordte*this'Hypothe(is; for, upon the Expiilfion of our 
firft Parents . . .the Gates of Edin were guarded 'by a 'Cherub (to 
prevent their re-entrance) which, by the Jew^^ was efteem'd a 
fecond Angela and may be aptly imagined to he a Serdpb, or an 
Angel in the Form of a flying Serpent, whofe Body vibrated in 
the Air, with a peculiar Refpkndency, and toay be fitly defcrib'd 
hy the Image of fuch a Sword. 'Tis faid, Godirovedtif the Man^ 
and placed at the Eaft^end of the Garden of Eden ^ ^ Cberubitns and a 
faming Sword^ which ' turned every way^ ' to ketp the Way of the 
Tree of Ltfty ' Gen. iii. ult. God made Atfgels^ Guartiians of Pa- 
radi(e, and a fparkling Fire^ like a flaniing^ SWord ; • fays- the Ara-- 
hick Ver(ion . 

But why may not this Text bear an Interpretation pregnant 
with good Tidings, as an Explication of thePrdmife mrfde to the 
Woman, that is, an Inftrutflion to our firft Parents* how to war- 
(hip God after the Fall, namely by Sacrifice, which was to be 6f- 
fer'd by them before the Chirubims (erefted over the' Gates of 
Paradife) as Sacrifices afterwards were before the Cberubims in the 
Tabernacle and Temple^ or, as the HebreiVy'htiott \ht Faces bf 
yebovah ? 

The flaming Sward and the Cherubims, might be*' Emblems or 
Figures of (bme things to be obferved in thef Form of Wt)r(hip de- 
fign'd for that new Difpenfation. The fery^Sivord bc\n^^ killing 
Weapon, might reprefent irritated Juftite ; and C!ft^n/^/w^ being 

4 the 
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the Inhabitation of the Deity in the Tabernacle and Temple, 
might be an Emblem of Mercy, to which the Sacrifices were of- 
fered : and may not Cherubims be fo conftrued here ? N. B. May 
we not date the firft Inftitution of Sacrifice here, which foon ap- 
peared in the Hiftory of Cain and AM? 

God might addrefs our firft Parents after this manner ; View 
thefe wonderful Sights over the Gate, behold in them the Scheme 
of Salvation! The Text thus interpreted, gives the Tempter a 
frefh Mortification, to fee his bloody Defign defeated, and our 
firft Parents reftored to Favour at the Gate of Ederty in which he 
had triumphed over them ; and that which encreafed his Vexation 
was, to fee this done by Cbrifty the promifed Seed, one of the hu- 
man Race. 

I N the Tabernacle and Temple there were no Reprefentations 
of God, but only emblematical Figures erefted over the Mercy- 
Seat, called the Cherubims ; in, or between them, the Deity is 
laid to dwell ; and the Law obliged the Jews to bring the Blood 
of the Sacrifice before the Face of God in the Cherubims, that is, 
within the Vail, on the Day of Expiation : and here God might 
diredt our firft Parents to bring their Sacrifices to him, who was 
in a fpecial manner prefent in the Cherubims over the Gate. 

But fuppofing Adam and Eve had, after their Expulfion, en- 
tered Paradife ; I don't fee what valuable End it would have an- 
fwered, for the fpecial Promifes made to the firft Inhabitants of 
Paradife were now null and void. All the Bleflings peculiar to 
that glorious Situation, were irrecoverably loft. It was not in the 
power of that once iacred Seat to reinftate them in their priftinc 
Happinefs. 

Obj. Could not the Tree of Life reftore their forfeited Com- 
4)rt8 ? I prefume not j becaufc the Tree of Life, in the Defign 
of it, was to perpetuate the happy Life of innocent Man, and not 
to reftore the Life and Comforts of Criminals under a Sentence 
of Death ; a Sentence irrepealable, which even the Death of our 
Blefled Redeemer does not exempt us from. 

Upon the whole, I can fcarcely think that thefe ftrange and 
awful Sights or Figures, over, the Eaft Gate of Eden^ were only 
to frighten our firft Parents,^ whofe diftreflcd State ftood in need 
of Divine Supports. To be caft out of Paradife was a Mortifica- 
tion that needed not a fuper- added Terror; therefore to make 

thofe 
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thofe Figures Spe^cles of Horror, ieems not fo well fuited to 
Perfons under Circumftances fo inexpreflibly dolorous, tho' re« 
ilored to Favour s but might rather be defign'd to condud them 
to God by Chrifi^ the Tret of Life. 

IIL IT^s very probable a Cowoerfation bad pq/i between the Wo^ 
man and Serpent before the Narrative publiflfd by Mofes. She 
might upon the firft Approach of the Serpent afk, How a Beaft 
acquired the Gift of Speaking, which is the Prerogative of Ra- 
tional ? The Serpent might anfwer. That it was by Eating the 
Frait of that Tree, Eve might urge, That God had forbid her 
to eat that Fruit upon pain of Death. The Serpent might make 
this Return, viz. What you fay is true ; 'tis allowed to be the 
Law under the firfl Form of Government, but I am now come 
from the fupreme Court, to give you Afiurance of God's kind 
Intentions to advance you to a higher and more noble Station : 
The Prohibition of this Frait was only a probationary Reftraint, 
and temporary. 

Now the End of the firft Infiitution being anfwered, 'tis the 
Will of our Great Sovereign to take off thofe Reftraints, and 
make you a free People. Upon the Formation of your Being, 
he brighten'd your Mind with Rays of great Wifdom j but now 
the happy Moment is come, in which he purpofes to inipire you 
with higher Degrees of Wifdom .... By eating this Fruit, your 
intelledtual Powers will be infinitely enlarged ; for, ye Jhall be as 
Gods^ and then all the Endowments and Accomplifhments of Na«» 
ture will arrive at their full Perfedtion, which as yet are only in 
their Embryo. This being only a Suppofition, I difixiifs it. 

The Serpent having afcrib'd its Reafon, and Speech to the 
eating of that Fruit, the Woman might infer, If this Fruit did 
turn a Serpent into a rational Creature, why may it not tranf- '^ 
form a rational Creature into a God, and a Woman into a Goddefs f 
The Serpent had no occafion to fay more ; fir'd with the ProfpeA 
of fuch Preferment, (he took the Fruit and did eat. Gen. iii. b. 
And when the Woman faw that the Tree was good for Food^ pleafant 
to the Eye^ and a Tree to be de fired to make one wife^ Jhe did eat. 

N.B. How divine and delightful a Thing is Knowledge, of 
which Innocency itfelf is ambitious ! Eve thirfted after the higheft 
Degrees of Knowledge, and made no doubt of obtaining it by 
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the Serpent's Inflrudtions ; not knowing of any Impofh^r, (he be** 
lieved what the Tempter faid. Satan, by the Serpent, as a Bait 
propofcd Improvement in Knowledge. 

Thus the firfl: Woman, Head of the human Race^ feUl a Sa- 
crifice to her own Ambition, fell a Virgin, and in her Infant- 
Slate. Icarus^ by flying too near the &in, his waxen Winjgs 
melted, and he fell into the Sea, and was drowned. Juftly was 
he punifti'd, for not obferving his Father's Will. May I add, in 
favour of our Mother, that the Law forbidding that Fruit, was 
not immediately publifti'd to £w, but received at fecond-hand 
from Adam\ and that it can't be well liippofed, that (he knew 
the various Capacities and Qualities of Biutes, as her Hufband 
did. 

But, why does Mofes introduce a Serpent fpeaking, when 
naturally it was a fpeechlcfs Creature ? 

In anfwer to this, may we not obferve, that the Almighty, 
who has no material Tongue, yet is often introduced, fpea king 
with human Voice in the Scripture. The Egyptians made the Cro^ 
, codile a Symbol of the Deity, giving this as a Reafon why they 
worfhippcd God fymbolically in that Creature, becaufe it refem- 
bled God, in that it was the only Animal without a Tongue; 
for the Divine a«j^ (lands in no need of Speech ; he governs hu- 
man AfEiirs without Words, and without Noifc. 

Again, this Dialogue with the Serpent, a known Bea(V, is 
very agreeable to a Cuftom among the Oriental Writers, who en- 
chafe their Hiftories witk Ornanoents taken from* ^miliar Dif- 
courfes between Beafts ; by. which theyoonvey raoraMnftruftions 
to their Readers : Thus, on a Subjeft of Craft, they made the 
Fox to fpeak. 

With what View did the Devil tempt our firft Parents to 
fin ? I anfiver, 'twas out of defpite to God ; i.e. with a defign 
to rob the Creator of the Glory he propofcd to himfclf from the 
Ereftion of this new World: He could not attack the Almighty 
on .his Throne, therefore he ftrikes at the Footftool. Since he 
could not reach the Perfon of the Almighty, he wreaks his Ma- 
lice upon his Image, Man ; Man, whofc Happinefs, and that of 
his Defcendants, he envy'd j and whom, in particular he hated, 
as his intended Succeflbrs to the vacant Seats in the blifsful Re- 
gions above. 

\ In 
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I N bis Plot againfl: Adam^ the Deceiver was deceived ; for he 
made no doubt but the Sentence of Death would be immediately 
executed upon Adam and £w, and upon the Extindtion of the 
human Species, God would lofe all his Honour upon Earth, Why 
did not ne appear to our firfl: Parents in a human Form ? pro- 
bably becaufe he might apprehend^ that there was no other Man 
or Woman, but themfclvcs. 

Having coniidered Adam in his probationary Capacity, I 
fhall in the next place obferve thefe three Things, by way of 
IlluftntfSon. 

I. /T* was mojl congruous that Matisfirfl State Jhuld be a State of 
^riaL 11. TTbat his Trial /hould be by the Laws of bis Creator. 
III. That thofe Laws Jhould be inforced by a proper SanSiion. 

I. /T was congruous and ft^ ^^ffi^ft Parents Jhould begin their 
Life in a way of Trials as they were moral Agents : In which Si- 
tuation I apprehend all the Angels to be at firft, to fee how they 
would behave towards the Great Author of their Being and Blet 
fednefs, beford they were eftablifh'd* No Creature, as fuch, is 
cipable of Immutability, any more than or Omnipotence. To 
be naturally, and neceflarily immutable, is the fole Prerogative of 
the Almighty : The perpetual Duration of created Beings, is not 
from their Nature, but from the Divine Will. 

Our firft Parents were under a ftrong Guard, and not to be 
difarm'd without their owti Confent 5 tho' the Devil, as he was a 
Spirit, excelled in Power, yet he could not by Force fubdue the 
weaker Veflel, therefore condudled the bloody Defign by Strata- 
gems. When the Woman was follicited by the Tempter, one 
ftrong Negaiive would have put him to flight. A refolute Denial, 
without any other Mectns, would have made her vidlorious, tho* 
afTaulted by all the Legions of Hell 5 therefore, no room to com- 
plain of Deficiency in Divine Goodnefs. * - ^u^ .? ^;i« 

'Tis beyond all doubt, that the Revelation given to Adam (as 
that to Chriftian Churches in After-ages^ made it a fundamental 
part of his Duty, not to attend to any Infinuations contrary to 
thofe delivered to him by his Creator, tho* t^commended even by 
an Angel from Heaven : Temptations to forbidden Fruit, how- 
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ever pleafant, fhould not be parleyed with, but peremptorily rc- 
jeAed. 

11. IT was equally praper^ that a Creature Jhtmld be gufwrrii 
by the Laws of his Creator ; as it implies a Contradidion for a 
Creature to be independent, which it muft fuppofe it&if to be» 
when govern'd by its own Laws. The Will of the Creator was 
furely the fitted, for the Obedience of Creatures ; one part of ' 
which was, that they mufl: not have an Indulgence of all the 
Trees in Eden. 

It follows hence, that Seff-demat was a Dut^ in Paradife. 
Adam was not an abfolute Sovereign to do what ne pleafed, but 
what his Almighty Creator and Patron preicribed ; tho* endowed 
with Reafon, yet was he to govern himielf by the Will of ano* 
ther, that is, of him who was the Donon His Reafon was a 
bright, but borrowed Light, borrowed from the uncreated Sun^ 
therefore ought to move fc^ its Diredion. 

T H u s we fee that Reftraints on the human Nature, were ne- 
ceifary even in Man's Paradifaical State : To deny Self, was one 
of the Precepts of Religion in the Garden of Innocence; nor is 
this Arange, if we confider, that for any rational Creature to live 
according to his own Will, is to make a God of his JViU. 

Wh Y did God forbid the Fruit of one Tree ? This might be 
to iignify Adairi% Dependance upon his Maker, and that he had 
no Claim to any thing without his Leave : The ibvereign Lord of 
the Creation made over to Adank large Dominions, and the Man- 
nour of Paradiie for the Seat of his Empire, referving nothing to 
himfclf but a fmall Rent of Acknowledgment, which was only 
the Fruit of one Tree. The Exemption of this Tree from hui- 
man Ufe, notify'd Man's Subjection, and God's fupreme Domi- 
nion. By this Refervation he tried their Obedience^ whether 
they would be content with all the Earth, and Appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, one Tree only excepted. N. B, This forbid^ 
den Tree might have fomething of a natural Tendency to corrupt 
the animal Juices, and Introduce Diieafes and Death into the hu- 
man Nature. . If the Tree of Life could imfnortalize our Exiftence 
in Happinefs, is it not equally rational to iiippofe the Tree of 
Knowledge would deftroy it ? 

5 
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III. TH B Laws of Faradife were inforced by a very awful 
SanSion^ viz. Life and Death: The one exprefling fomething 
moft terrible, the other implying fomewhat vaftly delightful. 
Threatnings were neceflary Cautions in Paradife : How furprizing 
this ! The firfl day of Man's Life, Man was put in mind of 
Death, of which the Tree of Life was a Memento. If you eat 
the Fruit of it, you forfeit your Life, die you mufi without Re- 
medy. This Menace of Death, in the Deiign of it, was to guard 
againfl Sin, as that which only could be the Cauie of Death. 

IN the day thou eateji thereof dying thou ihalt die ; or, die 
the Death, tfehold here ! as in a Cloud, the firfl Alarm of Mor- 
tality, the firfl Inflitution of Funerals, and the melancholy Office 
of Grave-diggers. Bells from the Pinnacle of the Temple, pro- 
claim it aloud to Man, Duji thou art^ and unto Duji thou Jhalt 
return,. In this paradi&ical Scheme of Government, we find 
Death to be a near Neighbour to Life : Both the Trees grew near 
to one another. 

Some have made this Tree of Life a Reprefentation of Chrifi^ 
and if fo, here, as in a Glafs, darkly Man faw his Saviour before 
he flood in need of him : The Tree of Life planted in the midfl 
of Paradife, was to preferve AdanC^ Life, and without doubt had 
done fo, if he had not rebelled. According to a Learned few^ 
the Tree of Life reprefents Piety ; and that of Knowledge^ Pru- 
dence *• Some of his Countrymen tell us ridiculous Stories about 
the Tree of Life, n)iz. That it was of prodigious Size, and all 
the Water of the Earth gufh'd out at its Foot» (Sc. 

I T is from the Hiflory of Paradife that paean Poets took theis 
NeSar and Ambrofia^ which were &id to be the Meat and Drink 
of the Gods; upon which fbn^ put this ConflruAion, viz. 
NeStar fignifies young ; Ambrofia^ Immortality \ intimating, that 
in a State of Innocency, the Vigor of Youth would hav« been 
immortal. 

The Heathen were not without ibme Idea of the Mofaic 
Creation, and Fall of Man^ and of a Woman that brought Sor- 
row into the World ; envying, that a Fire, which is the Light 
of Knowledge, was hid from them .... and alfo of 01d-Age> 
brought in by the Counfel of a Serpent.—— 
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Paradise, in Plato s Sympo/iuml is Jupiter $ Gar Jen^ and 
alfo is the Pattern of Alcinous's Orchards^ and the HeJperiJes : 
The Golden-Apples kept by a Dragon^ were the forbidden Fruit 
in Paradife : The Fable of Hercules's killing the Serpent of the 
HeJperideSj is borrowed from the Ssed of the Woman, breaking 
the Serpent's Head. 

What is Ovid's In nova fert animus ? but an imperfeft 
Tranfcript of Mojess Journal of the Creation, G?r. Tis faid by 
Mofes^ The Spirit of God moved on the Face of the Waters ; hence 
7hales^ makes Water to be the firft Principle of all natural Bodies : 
His Reafons are delivered by Plutarch. Homer fays. All things 
are made of the Ocean. The Cbaos^ whereof all things were 
made, according to Hefody was Water. Orpheus fays, all things 
were generated of the Ocean *. Plato^s Atlantieus^ what is it but 
a Fable ? built Upon Mofess Hiftory of 'Noah^ and the Flood, 
and the Caufes that brought it upon the World. 

What is the Bacchus of the Heathen, but the Noah of jMb- 
fes^ formerly called Boachus^ for Noachus, as might eafily be, 
miftaking the Hebrew Letters B and N, which are not very much 
unlike. By Janus and Saturn, Noah is meant ; and fome take 
Jupiter to be Japhet, for tho' Jovis, and the other oblique Cafes 
are derived from Jehovah, yet Jupiter is another. The Fable 
of Heaven being ftormed by the Giants, arofe from what the 
Builders of the Tower of Babel faid, viz. Let us build a City^and 

a Tower, whofe Top may reach unto Heaven But no Man 

imitates the Scriptures more than Homer, who was an inquifitive 
Traveller into all Countries. But to proceed to the Pagan Ac- 
count of Paradife, and the Fall of Man : 

A Certain Author relates a Difcourfe between Midas 
the Phrygian, and Silenus who was the Son of a Nymph, inferior 
by Nature to the Gods, fuperior to Men and Death, thus : 

S IL E NUS told Midas, that Europe, AfM^ and Africa were 
Iflands, furrounded by Water : that there was but one Continent 
only, Which was beyond this World, in which, among other 
Rarities, were two great Rivers^ whofe Banks were covered with 
Trees, one of them was called the River of Pleafure^ and the 
other the River of' Grief. .... 

He 
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H E who eat the Fruit of the Trees along the River of Plea- 
fure, was eafed from all his former DefireSy and in a fhort time 
became younger, and lived over again his former Years, caft off 
Old-Age, and became firft a Young*Man, then a Child, and 
laftly an Infant, and fo died. 

O N the other handj he who eat the Fruit from the Trees by 
the River of Grief, fpent all his Days in Tears and Troubles, and 
after many Years of Vexation, dies. 

How romantick foever this Relation may be, it feems to al* 
lude to the Trees and Rivers of Paradife, and to give fome Hints 
about the Introduction of Death. 

The Indians account for the Fall of Man after this manner : 
— ^Bramay one of their fubalrern Deities, form'd Man out of 
the Slime of the Earth that was then juft created, and placed 
him in a certain Situation, which they call Chorcham, which was 
a Garden of Delights, abounding with all manner of pleafant 
Fiuit, in which was a certain Tree, whofe Fruit would confer 
Immortality upon any Perfons that were allowed to eat it. 

The Gods, fay the Indians, tried all forts of Means to obtain 
the Privilege of this Immortality; and after great Difficulties, did 
at laft fucceed according to their Wifh, and found out the Way 
to the Tree of Life, which was in the Cborcham, and by feeding 
on its Fruit for fume time, .they commenced immortal. 

A Famous Serpent called Cheieu^ (probably Guardian of 
that Tree) perceiving the Secret was difcover'd by the Gods of 
the fecond Rank, was fo enraged, that it fcatter'd a Flood of 
Poifon over the Plain. All the Earth felt the fatal EfFedls, and 
no Man efcaped the Infcdlion : But the God Chiven^ took pity ^ 

on the human Nature, appear'd in tlie Shape of Man, and fwal- 
low'd all the mortal Poifon, wherewith the malicious Serpent 

bad infeded the Univerfe This Fable, as ridiculous as it is, ' 

muft have fome regard to the terreftrial Paradife, and can have no 
other Original but the Dodtrine of Mofes *. 

Nor were the more weftern Pagans more happy in their Con- 
jedures about the firft Entrance of moral Evil. Prometheus^ 
lay they, having form'd Men out of the Earth and Water, ani- 
mated / 

* MUani Sophifta varia Hiftoria^ cum Kotif^ Cuf^nU Grm^vio. AD. 1731. 
TbeQpoMpus is quoted for it, whom my Author calls f*ufloAoyo^. £/ hxc ft cui fide 
dtgnus videiur^ ea njrram Ctius^ tile crsdatur^ mihi vero e^regitu ejfe fabuUtor. 
vol.1, cap. xviii. p. 252. 
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mated them with Fire, which he ftole from Heaven. Jupiter^ 
the Chief of the Pagan Gods, enraged at this, commands Vul^ 
can to make a Woman out of Clay, upon whom all the Gods» 
out of their high Regard ♦ to the Fair Sex, beftow'd fome 
of their Perfcdlions, Venus gave her Beauty ; Pallas^ Wifdom ; 
Mercury^ Eloquence ; Jpollo^ Mufick ; and Juno gave her Riches; 
therefore called Pandora^ who was fent by the Gods in revenge to 
Prometheus^ with a Box full of Evils as a Prefent from them, but he 
was too cautious to receive it; upon which fhe was to prefent it to 
his Brother Epimetbeus^ (fuppoied by fome to be her Hufband) 
which he had no fooner opened, but immediately there flew out 
all kinds of Evil^ that foon fcatter'd themfelves over all the Earth ; 
and at the bottom of the Box, nothing was left but poor Hope. 

Hope^ of all His that Men endure^ 
Tie only cheap and univerfal Cure. 

Hope^ 
Thou pleafant^ bonefi Flatterer ; for none 
Flatter unhappy Men^ but thou alone. . . . Cowl. 

The Mahometan Account of Maris Fall^ is equally abfurd, as 
appears from Mahomet Rabadan^ &c. thus : ^-God made the Crea- 
tion ... the earthly Mafs became an animate Body • • . and was'called 
jidam ; God placed him in heavenly Paradife, and left he (hould 
believe that he had no Superior, God gave him only one Command, 
the Obfervation of which was very eafy. He forbid him, upon 
pain of Death, to eat of the Fruit of a certain Tree, jidam wanted 
a Mate ; therefore God made him fall into a profound Sleep, and 
took out of his left Side a Rib, of which he formed a very beau- 
tiful Woman, whom he called £w, . . . and ordered Gabriel to go 
into Paradife, and to celebrate the Wedding of Adam and Eve, 
being attended with a great many other Angels. 

LUCIFER envying the Happinefs of Man, ufed his ut- 
moft Endeavours to deprive him of it. Going one day by the 
door of Paradife, he laid to the Angel who kept it. Give me leave 
to go in, for I have a Matter of Mo merit to impart to the Servants 
of thy Lord. The Angel having denied his Requeft, he defired 
him to call the Serpent, who was then a very fine Creature. 

The 

* TYMVtls of fevtrst MJfiomnries imi0 [odia^ p. 7. 
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The Serpent came, and Luciftr carncftly defired Leave to p;ct into 
bi8 Body j the Serpent did fo, and placed Lucifer in the Roof of 
its Mouth, and carried him into Paradife, When he came near 
the Forbidden Tree, it endeavoured in vain to make Lucifer 
come out. Lucifer ftuck faft, and forced the Serpent to get upon 
that Tree, under which Adam and Eve ufed to fit down. Eve 
was then alone, near the Tree : She faw the Serpent, who fpoke 
to the Woman in thefe Words, viz. 

Charming Creature, if you would tafte this Fruit, you 
would be like Godbimfelf in Wifdom and Knowledge : All the 
Secrets and all the Myfteries you are now ignorant of, will be 
manifefted to you. Adam came during the Difcourfc, and having 
told him what the Serpent had iaid> propofed to him to eat of the 
forbidden Fruit, which after a ihort Paufe he comply'd with. 
The Tree was a large Vine i Eve took twelve Grains of a Bunch 
of Grapes, gave eight to her Hufband, and kept four to herfelf 

A T that very moment, Adam beard a very terrible Voice^ Wo 
to thee ! baji tbou fo foon forgot the only Commandment thou hadft 
promifed to obferve ? bow comes it that tbou baji {h thy Greedinefs) 
polluted the Puritv of my Habitation f Adam being confounded, 
excufed himfclf oy laying the Fault upon Eve, who endeavour'd 
to juftify herfelf by accufing the Serpent. Upon which God 
ordered the Angels immediately to drive Adam and Eve from 
Paradife, to (Inp them of their Clothes, and take away the 
Crowns they had on their Heads ♦. But it is high time to 

return. 

Satan, ^ho implov'd the Serpent in his Service, is fiippofed 
to be punifli'd here unaer the Figure of a Serpent : But why in 
the Prefence of our firft Parents? Perhaps for fuch Reafons as 
thefe, viz. i. To reproach their Inadvertency for buffering them* 
felves to be impofed upon by a lying Spirit^ who, if but refilled 
by a meer Negation, would have fied* 2. To let them fee that 
no Creature, tho' never fo great, can rebel with Impunity } from 
whence they might conclude^^ what to expert from^ new Provo* 
cations. 3. They had no other way to fee a Spirit puniib'd, but 

B b under 

• Mabometifm fulh exfUinedy by Mahomet Raba4an> m Moor •f Arrogon in 
Spain, fgr the Inftnct'ton if thf Moors in that Kingd$my who nuife then vhlentfy 
fer/emtfii there. Tranflited out of Sfmtijb by Mr. Mergan, with a defign to give us 
a better Notion of the Mahemetgnt^ and to place it io the rich Library of tne late 
Ezrl of Oxfrr J, Printed A.D. 1714. 
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under fome vifible Form. It could not but give them fome (e- 
cret Satisfadtion to fee their cruel Enemy tremble at the Bar, 

I T is obfervable here, that the Promife of the Mejftah was made 
to Adanjy before the Almighty paft upon him the Sentence of 
Death. How furprizing this ! to find the Death of Chrift pub^ 
lijhed^ before the Death of Adam was prmmnced. The Death of 
Cbrifi^ the Innocent 5 before the Death of Adam^ the Criminal. 

The laft Remark I (hall make here is, that the Earth, tho- 
curfed for Man's Sin, ftill puts on the Face of a Paradife, abound-^ 
ing with an innumerable Variety of good Things ; yea, and thofe 
fo delicious and pleafant to Mankind, that many wiOi to live in 
it for ever. Thus they confine their Hopes and Fears to the prc- 
fent State, and are fo far from believing a Life to come, that 
they can hardly perfuade themfelves to believe, that they (hall 
leave this prefent Life. 

As the Bounties of Providence gives us no room to murmur 
at our prefent Province or Portion, fo on the other hand, the 
Toils and Troubles of this State (hould caufe us to afpire after 
the heavenly Paradife, where no Curfe ever found Acccfs, where 
none of the Thorns of Afflidlion, or the Briers of Sorrow grow. 



CHAP. IL 

Contents. Of the fiery Serpents that annofd the Camp of 
Jfrael : The Rcafon of that judicial Stroke^ i.e. Murmuring un-^ 
der a Difpenfation of Miracles. Why punijVd by Serpents ?^ 
fVhy called Fiery? The lajl Plague in the Defart. Flying 
Serpents. 

SECT. L 

IT might be faid with great Propriety of the People oflfrael^ 
that they were a Generation of Vipers. Ingratitude, Unbelief, 
Difcontent and Murmuring, were the dominant Paffions in the 
Wildernefs ; they were always quarrelling with God and Mofes t 
never eafy, no not under a Theocracy, a divine Government. 
No wonder that Rage and Faction haunt the Dwellings of good 

Princes, 
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Princes, when we find perverfe Spirits have murmur'd at a divine 
Admin iflration. 

A Magnificent Tabk was fpread for them in the Wilder- 
nefs, their daily Entertainments were miraculous ; they were fed 
by Manna^ a delicious Food diftilled from Heaven, admirably 
fuited to every one's Palate. He commanded the Clouds Jrom above^ 
-and opened the Doors of Heaven^ and rained down Manna upon 
them to eat^ and gave them the Com of Heaven *. Wherefore 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the fFilderneJs, for 
there is no Breads neither it there any Water ^ and our Soul loathetb 
this light Bread \ : This vain and empty Bread, fay the LXX. 

They were alfo furnilh'd with miraculous Drink^ i. e. Water 
out 4fa Rock ; Water that fwell'd into a River, and followed 'em 
in all their Motions, till they arrived in the Land flowing with 
Milk and Honeys Terms, that include a Scene of Plenty and 
Pleafantnefs. 

I N all their Traverfes through the Wildernefs, they were al- 
ways under the Guidance and Proteftion of the Shekina ; by 
which Word the Jews underflood the Prefence of the Holy Spirit ; 
of Chrif, fay the Chriftians. The Shekina was the moft fenlible 
Mark of the Prefence of God among them, which refted over 
the Propitiatory, or the golden Cherubims, which adher'd to the 
Propitiatory or Covering of the Ark j there the Shekina abode in 
the Shape of a Cloud. The Rabbins tell us, that it fir ft refided 
in the Tabernacle, and defcended into it in the Figure of a Cloudy 
on the Day of Confecration. It paft from tnence into the 
Sanctuary of Solomon's Temple^ on the Day of its Dedication by 
that Prince J ; where it continued to the Deftruftion of Jeru-^ 
falem by the Chaldeans, and was not afterwards to be feen there. 

Thus were they conducted and entertained by an unintermit- 
ted Train of Miracles. Now to fret and repine in fuch a Situa- 
tion, was a Crime of a high and heinous Nature, no lefs thaa 
impeaching infinite Wifdom, and taxing it with erroneous Con- 
dud: : If Difficulties occurred in the way, their Duty was Refg^ 
nation^ a Temper obvious in Pagans, whofe Religion forbid all 
indecorous Sallies of the Paflions. 

Bb 2 £0. 

,• P/i/. Ixxviii. 23 — ay. t Nlnwi. xxi. 5, 6.— t« «ptq» t« liXM 

t Calmet from B^Jnsie, Hifiorj of $bt Jew. 
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SOCRATES, a Philofopher oi jit bens, was a Philofophcr 
in Prifon, as well as in the Mufeum r When bound in Fetters^ 
and he had nothing but Death before his Face, he then converfed 
with his Friends with perfeft Equanimity, and without the lead 
Reflexion upon Fate, upon God, and his Judges, notwithftand- 
ing his bafe Treatment, and the notorious Injuftice of his Sen«^ 
tence. The Scripture reprefents Job as a Champion in Affliftion, 
who by his piilive Fortitude under it, became the proper Hera 
of an Heroic-rocm. 

SECT. II. 

JVH T were they puniflfd by Serpents ? 

Perhaps it might be to put them in remembrance of the 
firfl Sin, that was introduced into Paradife by the old Serpent^: 
This kind of Punishment could not but bring to their Mind that 
gloomy Moment in which the human Nature was morally and 
mortally wounded by that evil Spirit, in. the Form of a Serpent. 
This being allow'd,. we may infer, that Man's Memory ftands in 
need of a Remembrancer^ even of Paradife loft. And oh ! who 
can think of that inexpreflible Lofs^ without dropping a filent 
and folemn Tear ? 

Some Learned Jews themfelves, fpeaking upon this Subjcd^ 
fay, the Reafon why they were chaftifed by Serpents, was becaufe 
they had done the A£tions of the old Serpent, in ufing an ill Tongue 
againjl God^ againfl Mofcs, and Manna, the Bread of Heaven. 

SECT. ni. 

IV HT called Fiery Serpents ? 

A Natural and a moral Reafon may be afligned for it. 

I. T H E facred Volume feems to account for the natural Rea--^ 

fon^ when it lays, Godfent fiery Serpents^ The Hebrew word \& 

Seraphim, tliat is BurnerSy becauic they appeared in the form of 

^ Flame. The LXX calls them Serpents of Death "^y h^aufe 

their Wounds proved mortal. -"^ 

As SOON as the People were wounded, their Blood was in- 
flamed, an<i according to ibme jfewifi Authors, they vi^v^fcorch'd 

with 

• 04>f<V (•r«B»T«*. / 
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with infatiable Tlirjl. Of the Hebrew word SarapB^ the 
Greeks^ by changing the Pofition and Order of Letters, have bor- 
rowed the Name Prejler^ which is a kind of fiery venemous Ser- 
pent, called alfo Dip/as and Caufotiy whofe Wound is accom-* 
panied with a moft vehement Heat and Thirft, and generally in* 
curable, as fome have formerly faid. They may be properly called 
Fiery\ as their Colour was glowing, a proper Representative of 
Fire. In the WeJl^Indies are Adders^ red as Bloody about (t\tn 
or eight Foot long, and appear by Night as a burning Coal *. 

2. They might be called Fiery alfo, from a moral Confidera^ 
tion ; for, that raging Heat in the Body might reprcfent the out- 
ragious Diforders of the Mind, flowing from confcious Guilt, 
neither of which were the Attendants of an original State. Hence, 
perhaps, it is that Satan's Temptations are ftyled Jiery Darts^ be- 
caufe when complied with, tney kindle a Fire in the Confcience; 
a Prognoftick, and Taftc of the Unquenchable -f-. 

And indeed, what are all uneafy Senfations, but the Venom 
of the old Serpent ? thence, that long Train of Complaints and 
Groans. Remember from whence thou art ^Jlen^ is^ the Language 
of every Calamity, but no calamitous Imprcflion fo terrible,, as 
that which alarms the Mind about the awful Futurity. Of Sin 
it is faid, that at laft, it will bite like a Serpent^ and/iing like an 
Adder J. 

What fill-d Adam's Mind with Horror and Confternation ^ 
What made him run with wild Confufion among the Trees to 
hide himfelf ? What was he afraid of? He, who was Lord of 
the Earth, and Image of the Almighty ? Was not he in Paradife, 
the Garden of God 5 whence then this fudden and mighty Pa- 
nick ? What produced this great and aflonifliing Change in one 
who had a friendly Intcrcourfe with God a little before ? Oh ! 
'twas Guilt, Guilt, Guilt. A Confcioufnefs of his iniquitous 
Compliance with the Serpent. What were thofe anxious dif- 
quieting Thoughts that kindled the Fire in his Breaft, but the ve- 
nemous, fiery Darts of Satan ? 

JUDAS is another Example ; a Perfon highly honoured by 
Chrift, who made him his Ambaffador Extraordinary to the 
Houfe of IJraely and Treafurer of his Houfc and Privy Counfellor,, 

oni 

*- -.Atl AtnericMy 179. t ^P*?-Vi. l(J. /3»a»} — 'Tfc»up«^ii*jf, 

X Pr#r. xiiij. 32., 
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on a fuddcn falls into Extremity of Anguifli ; and why ? Guilt, 
Guilt . . . ftruck with Horror of Mind for the Effiifion of inno- 
cent Blood ; was arraign'd, and fentenced by his own Confcience, 
and became his own Executioner : His Guilt was the Wound 
that bled within, and what Words can defcribc the Agony that 
made that wretched Man throw himfelf into Hell for ^fe. 

SECT. IV. 

This gloomy Occurrence fell out in the laft Year of therr 
Pilgrimage. The Wilderncfs thro' which they had travelled 
abounded with thefc vcncmous Creatures, but were under the 
Reftraint of a kind Providence, and not fuffer'd to diArefs the 
Camp of Ifrael till now. Deut. viii. 1 5. Who ltd thee through the 
great WiUernefs^ wherein were fiery Serpents and Scorpions. 

Thus, for their repeated Provocations^ they were purfued by 
divine Vengeance to the very Borders of Canaan. 

Just as they were congratulating one another upon the glo- 
rious Proipecl before them, an Army of venemous Serpents in- 
vade their Qimp, and made a terrible Slaughter among them. 
Little did our firft Parents fufpedt a Serpent in Paradife, nor J^- 
rael fach a Vifit from fiery Serpents upon the Confines of the 
holy Land, the weftern Border of Paradife. 

This Plague in the Camp, was the laft Puni/hment inflided 
upon the Houfe of Ifrael in the Wildernefs. When they came 
out of Egypt ^ it appeared they were about ^x i&«/wSr^^ tboufami 
Men^ hefides Women and Children^ and a mixt Multitude : 0£ 
that mighty Number, none but two, viz. Jofua and Calei en- 
ter'd into the promifed Land s the red, for their Unbelief and 
reiterated Offences, perifh'd by the way *. 

• .Exod.i\L 37>38. 
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CHAPTER Iir. 

COHTENTS. 

The flying and fiery Serpents. Ungrateful IJrael wounded by tbenty 

and healed by the Figure of a Serpent. God hears the Inter ceffion 

o/'Mofes, when deaf to the Cries of that rebellious People. Con^ 

jedlures why healed by a Machine in the Form of a Serpent. Sin 

in all its Appearances^ the Venom of the old Serpent. The brazen 

Serpent a Reprefentation of the Meffiah. T}>e Cures wrought by 

both were by very unlikely Means. The Wonders of Salvation. 

Why Ifrael was healed by a Serpent made of Brafs 5 Opi^ 

nions about it. The brazen Serpent was no Talifman^ or a ma^ 

gical Image. The fatal Cataftrophe of the brazen Serpent. De- 

firoyed^ when abufed to Idolatry. The Serpent fhewed in St. 

AmbrofeV Church at Milan, for that g^Mofes,. a Cheat. Mar^ 

tyrsfrom the Catacombs of St. Scbaftian, Divine Infiitution ne- 

ceffary to acceptable Worflnp. May the DeftruHion of the brazen 

Serpent^ when abufed to Idolatry^ warrant us to guefs at the 

Fate of a Crofs abufed to Idolatry I 



.» 



SECTION r. 

AMONG Serpents, we find feme that arc furnifhed with 
Wings, Herodotus who faw thofe Scrpent9,(ays they had great 
Refemblance to thofe which the Greeks and Latins cill'd Hydra^ 
their Wings are not compos'd of Feathers like the Wings of Birds, 
but rather like to thofe of Batts ; they love fweet fmells, and 
frequent fuch Trees as bear Spices. Thefe were the fiery Ser- 
pents that made fo great a Dcftrudlion in the Camp oijfrael. 

I N their Extremity, the People addreft their Mediator, Pro- 
phet, and General, MofeSy faying, O pray to the Lord that he 
take away the Serpents from us ! The meek Prophet did fo ; the 
mediatorial Voice reach'd Heaven, and mov'd the Almighty who 
diredls Mofes to make a Serpent of Brafs, (which was a Figure of 
the Serpents that plagued the People) and lix it upon the Top of 
a Pole, confpicuous to all the Affembly, promifing that all thofe 
who were bit by Serpents, and (hould look upon this brazen 

Image, 
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Image, fliould be prcfently healed. Aftonifliing Clemency ! The 
Event was anfwerable to this Promife. 

This Method of Cure was new and ftrange ; but he who at 
firft called the World out of nothing, ^:an with equal Facility 
command Health out of a Piece of Brafs. Another Obfcrvablc 
here, is that when the Almighty refufed to hear the Cries of the 
Wounded in their Diftrefs, he readily hearkened to Mofts\% In* 
terceffion in their favour. Thus God accepted the Prayers of 
"Job for his three Friends, when he would not regard the Suppli- 
.cations they put up for themfelves. "Job Ixii. 7^ 8. 

SECTION JI. 

The brazen Serpent was a Figure of the fly ing Set;j)ent, Sarapb^ 
which Mofes fixed upon an creft^ Pole : That there were fuch,*is 
.m6&, evident. Herodotus who had feen of thofe Serpents, fays 
they very much refembled thofe which the Greeks and Latins 
called Hydra : He went on purpofe to the City 'of Brutus to fee 
thofe Hying Animals^ that had Jbeen devoured by the Ibidian 
Birds. 

In AfiatiC'Georgia^ between the Cafpian and Euxine Sea, are 
found winged Dragons, with anferine Feet and venemous Claws ; 
and fome of them are fortified with more terrible Pedeftals than 
others: their 'Wings are generally compofed of ftrong nervous 
Membranes, which when they walk^ are icarcely vifible, becaufe 
•of their clofe Adherence to their lateral Parts *. 

In tht Atlantic Cicvts^ and Mountains of j^rica^ is an infi- 
nite Number of thefe winged Dragons, whofe Poifon is fo ftrong, 
4hat the Flcfti of fuch as are wounded by them, immediately 
grows foft, languid, and incurable t. We read of flying Serpents 
tranfported fi'om fome Parts of Ambia into Egypt :};. 

These alfo have been fecn in Florida in America^ where their 
Wings are more flaccid, and fo weak, that they cannot foar on 
high. Scaliger defcribes a certain flying Serpent that was four 
'Foot long, and as thick as a Man's Arm, whofe Wings wer^ car- 
tilaginous, or griftly, ibid. Hiftory accounts for one of thefe fly- 
ing Dragons that was Jcilled in old Aquitania in France^ a Pre- 

fent 

• PaulusJoviusd^Pifcibus, cap 23. p. i+o. t P- Belon injohnftonus. 

J Tcftc Bfodaco. * J. Leo's Hift. of Africa, lib. 6, & 9- 
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fent of which was made to King Francis^ as a great Rarity of 
the Kind. 

JEROM Cj4RDj4N informs us of fome winged Dragons 
be had feen at Paris^ fo nicely prefervcd, that they very much 
rcfcmbled the Living $ they were defcribcd with two Feet, weak 
Wings, a Terpentine Head, and of theBignefs of a Rabbit. 

Why was the Deliverance of ^j^/ by a Machine made in 
the Form of a Serpent ? Perhaps, thefe ferpentine Strokes might 
be intended as Emblems, or Memento's of the fatal Wound in 
Paradife, where Man's Nature was iirft poifoned by the Devil, 
who made ufe of a real Serpent to fcduce our firft Parents. 

What is moral Evil but the Venom of the old Serpent ? A 
Venom as pleafant to the Tafte, as the forbidden Fruit to the 
Eye, but the End is Bitternefs. And what are Incentives to Sin, 
but delufive Infinuatlons of the fubtle Serpent ? And what is En- 
joyment, but a pleafing Illufion, which is no fooner grafp'd, but 
glides away as a Shadow, leaving behind it a wounded Confci- 
cnce, direful Apprehenfions and Profpedls. 

And what are all fenfual Entertainments but fo many hot 
Oleams that portend the Approach of warring Winds and Storms ? 
The Powers of Darknefs that excel in Science, know how to 
regale the human Mind with pleafant Scenes, and how to divert 
the Senfes with delightful Charms s Charms that have noExiftence 
but in a deluded Imagination. 

The Cure by a brazen Serpent, might alfo be to (hew, that 
the Almighty in relieving diftreffed Supplicants, is not tied to any 
particular Medium. When the Ifraelites were poifon'd by real 
Serpents, he heals them by the Image of a Serpent. When he 
would dcftroy Goliah the Tyrant, he does it by a Sling in the 
Hands of David ^ Youth, a very unlikely Perfoa to encounter a 
Champion. 

Thus God by the Figure of a Serpent mortifies the Pride 
oi Lucifer^ the old Serpent, by which he acquir'd greater Ho- 
nour, than if he had facrificed to the Fire all the Serpents in the 
Wildernefs. 

This may further intimate, that Providence may employ the 
fame Kind of Inftrumcnts, either for the Difplay of Mercy or 
Juftice upon Mankind. He who heals and wounds by the Me- 
diation of Serpents, can turn Blcflings into a Curfe, or enable us 
to cxtradl Sweetncls out of the bitter Cup. 

C c SECT. 
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SECT. III. 

This artificial Serpent might (as fome have thought) pre- 
figure the Mejfiahy the Healer of fpiritual Maladies. Many take 
it for a Reprefentation of his Paflion and Crucifixion : The Ana-* 
logy may be thus illuftratcd, viz. The Cures wrought by the 
Serpent and the Saviour, deriv'd their Efficacy from Divine Ap* 
pointmcnt. 

I F the brazen Serpent had been the mere Contrivance of 
Mofes^ it would not have anfwer'd the Intention : fo all human 
Inftitutions adopted into Divine Worfhip will be as little avail- 
able to true Happinefs, {Who has required this at your Hand?) of 
that Sovereign, who accepts no Worfliip but what has the Sanc- 
tion of his Wifdom and Will. 

Both Cures were perfiormed by the moft unlikely Means. 
The Serpent that healed their Wounds, was made of Brafs; a 
Prcfcription in which there was no Probability of producing that 
happy EfFeft : And where was the promifing Afped: arifingfrom 
the Manner of our Saviour*s Appearance on Earth ? What great 
Things could be expcfted from a Root of a dry Ground ? How 
i(nprobable was it that a Perfon (b mean in extenal Form (hould 
overthrow the Kingdom of Darknefs, a Kingdom that had been 
ftrengthning its Barriers for about four thoufand Years ? Who 
could think that he had fuch powerful Interefl in Heaven, who 
was of no Reputation on the Earth ? 

B £ H o L D here a Scene of Paradoxes ! Patients recovered by 
the Death of the Phyfician. Upon Mount Golgotha we fee Pa- 
radife, loft by the firft Adam^ regained by the Death of the fecond 
Adam \ Principalities and Powers led captives by a dying Man ; 
there we fee Life reftored by Death, a Crown of Glory purchafed 
by an ignominious Crofs. Were the Ifraelites healed by a Crea- 
ture made in the Likenefs of the Serpent that hurt ? So Men are 
reftor'd by one made like themfelves. 

How was this miraculous Cnre in the Wildernefs obtained? 
It was by an ocular View, that is, by looking at the artificial 
Serpent. None elfe were entitled to a Relief. Thus Salvation 
comes by Faith, which in the prophetick Diakft is reprefentcd by 
looking. EJ\ xlv. 22. Look unto me and be yefaved alt the Ends of 

the 
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the Earth. The firft Sin entered at the Eye; the Woman faw the 
Fruit was good. Thus our Reftoration to the Divine Favour is 
by an Eye to Chrift, the Tree of Life ^ but I muft not flrain the 
Metaphor too far. 

S E C T. IV. 

Why was the Cure by a Serpent of Brafs? I anfwer, not for 
any healing Virtue inherent in that Mineral, more than others, 
but to demonftrate his Almighty Power, who can fave by im- 
probable Means, or without the Application of any Means. Thus 
the blind Man was cured by a Piece of Clay tempered with Spittle i 
John'xx. 6. 

Perhaps, this alfo may refer to our Lord, as he is com- 
par'd to Brafs^ which, when polifh'd, is of a moft beautiful 
Colour, exceeding that of Gold, Revel, i. 15. His Feet like 
unto fine Brafs. An Emblem of the high Qualities that glitter in 
him, whofe Nature is divinely fair and glorious. 

Those fiery Serpents, as they flew in the Air, might in Co- 
lour refemble that oi burnijh'd Brafs^ becaufe the Serpent oiMofes 
was form'd of Brafs^ a Metal that in itfelf is no Friend to Health ; 
and fome havefaid, that the Sight of the brazen Serpent ought 
naturally to increafe the Diftemper of the Wounded, inftead of 
healing it 5 and that the Almighty, fliew'd a double Eflicacy of 
his Power, by healing with thofe Means, which ought to have a 
quite contrary Eifedl *• 

' Tho' Brafs in its natural State, may not be propitious to 
Health, yet when duly prepared it is beneficial: The Preparation 
of Copper has been accounted an univerfal Remedy, and an ex- 
cellent Emetick^ having this Angular Virtue, that it exerts its 
Force ^ asfoon as ever it is taken : Whereas other Emeticks lie a 
long time dormant in the Stomach, creating naufeous Anxieties, 
G?r. but a fingle Grain of Ferdigreafe immcdMtly vomits (|, 

A Certain learned Gentleman of this Ifland, imagines 
that the brazen Serpent was a kind of Talifman $ that is to 
fay, one of thofe Pieces of Metal, which are caft and en- 
graven under certain Conftellations, from whence they derive 

C c 2 an 

• Buxtorf, Hift. deSerpentcarneo. 
I Boerhaavis Method. 



196 A NATURAL HISTORY 

an extraordinary Virtue to cure Diftcmpcrs, G?r. Some impute 
their EfFedls to the old Serpent, others to the Nature of the Me* 
tal, and to the Influence of the Conftellation. This Author 
therefore would make us believe, that the brazen Serpent cured 
juft as the Tali/mans cure certain Diftempers, by the Sympathy 
there is between the Metals of which they are made, or the In- 
fluence of the Stars under which they are formed, and the Dif- 
cafe they are to cure. Every one may believe as he pleafes *. 

The Serpent that is always reprefented with EJculapius's /- 
mage^ and with S/ih/s^ the Goddcfs of Health, and often with 
the Egyptian Deities, is a Symbol of Health, or of Healing, very 
probably derives thofe Enfigns of Honour from the brazen Ser- 
pent of Mo/es. 

SECT. V. 

PFH A t became of the brazen Serpent at laji ? 

I Answer, it was brought into the Land of Canaan as a ia- 

crcd Relick, and religioufly preferved among the Ifraelites down 

to the Time of Hezekiab the King, as a (landing Memorial of 

divine Goodnefs to their Forefathers in the Wildernefs j but being 

abufed by them to Superftition and Idolatry, as appears by their 

burning Incenfc thereto, it was broke in pieces by the ipecial 

/•/ //^ Command of King Hezekiab^ who, in Deriiion and Contempt, 

Apff/>fs/f/Aff called it Mehufhtan^ a Piece of Brafs^ a Trifle^ a Bauble, Shadow 

' of a Sjirffee. 2 Kings xviii. 4. 

May all the Ecclcfiaftical Mebujhtam of Babylon^ foifted into 
Divine Worfliip, from theRifing of the Sun, to the Going-down 
of the fame, meet with the fame honed and righteous Fate, In 
the Church of St. Ambrofe at Milan, they pretend to keep a 
brazen Serpent, which they fhew for that of Mofes, tho' there be 
no fuch thing now in being. 

I N the Church of St. Ambrofe there is a Dragon of Bra& on a 
Column of Marble: Some think it to be that of Efculapius, 
others an Emblem of that in the Wildernefs, upon which account 
many of the Pilgrims and common People worfhip it The In- 
habitants are very fuperflitious, and fond of holy Fragments, and 
pretend to have at the Church of Si. Alexander, no lefs than 
144,000 Martyrs from the Catacombs of St. Sebajlians 

Thk 

* M^rjbam Canon. Chronic^ quoted by Cabmu 



OF SERPENTS. 

The Cures cffeftcd by the artificial Serpent, derived that 
Effioacy from the divine Inflitution of that Medium : Had their 
Prefcription been the meer Device of Rabbi MofeSy that great and 
valuable End would not have been anfwered ; therefore, fince the 
Reafon of that Inftitution ceafed, 'twas highly criminal in them, 
to make any religious Ufe of it. 

It is the divine Imprefs upon Inftitutions that ufhers In the 
Bleflings intended by them 5 therefore to hope for Acceptance 
with God on account of meer human Ordinances, (as bowing to 
Imagea, ta the Altar^ to the Eaft, and to make ufe of Crucifixes, 
Croifles, holy Water) is to hope for what God has never promtfed 
to give. 

N o wonder to fee the brazen Serpent ground to Powder, and 
the Duft fcatter'd in the Air, that fo no Fragments of it might 
remain, when Altars of divine Eftablifhment, and iacred to De- 
votion, were intirely deftroy'd, when they made Idols of them : 
And how a holy and jealous God may refent the jidoration of 
the Crofs in the Fopijh Churchy I pretend not to predict, much 
lefs to determine. This Deftrudtion of the brazen Serpent, is 
reckon'd among the good Deeds of King Hezekiab^ becaufe it 
was made a Medium, and Part of Worihip not prefcrib'd by di- 
vine Authority* 
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CHAP. IV. 

3i&/V Chapter begins with the Original of Idolatry]^ as a Prelimi^ 
nary to the jidoration of St^KBEt^Ts^ under three SeSHoni. 

S E C T. I. 

AS introduftory ta the Divinity of Serpents, I fhaH makr z. 
brief Inquiry into the Original of Iacred Images, and- Idol- 
Worfhip J the firft Period of which is hard to trace. 

Some make Cain the firft Founder of it, becaufe of his early 
Apoftacy from the true Religion; which is not very improbable, 
fince 'tis feid. He went 9Ut from the Prefence of the Lord ... ^ 
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He grew more wicked, and gave himfelf up to all forts of Vic- 
Icncc *. 

That the old World was guilty of Idolatry, fome gather 

from Gen. iv. 26, which they lay will bear this Reading^ ^ 

Tiben Men propbaned^ calling on the Name of the Lardy that is^ by 
Jetting up Idols : Upon which fome of the Rabbins paraphralc 
thus, viz. Then tbey began to call Idols by the Name of the 
Lord : With which agrees the Jerufalem T^argum^ that fays, nat 
was the Age^ in the days of which they began to err^ and made 
themjehes Idols^ and called their Idols by the Name of the Word of 
the Lord'f. 

So they underftand Gen.vu 11. The Earth was corrupt ^ that 
is idolatrous. In defence of this Glofs, they quote the Idolatry of 
the golden Calf which is cxpreflcd by this very Form of Speech, 
viz. Hne People bad corrupted themfehes. We read Gen. iv. 26. 
Then Men began to call upon the Name of the Lord. There is no 
room to doubt, hot they called upon God before ; the Particle 
then feems to refer to Enos^ which is the next Antecedent : there- 
fore 'tis laid. They now applied themfelves to the Knowledge of 
the Stars, which they apprehended were ereded for the Govern- 
ment of the World, and confequently might be their Duty to a- 
dore them as God's Reprefentatives. 

But the general Opinion is, that Idolatry did not begin till 
after the Deluge, and that perhaps the Deluge might be one Oc- 
calion of it ; for the old World, as fome fuppofe, was drown'd 
for At heifm^— ^vfhxch coming to the Knowledge of Noah's me- 
diate SuccelTors, they run into the other Extreme, chujing rather 
to have many Gods than no God. 

IDO L A TR y is of a mmc antient Date than Image^Wor^ 
Jhip : To fee Men kneeling before a piece of Wood or Stone, has 
fomething fo low and mean in it, that Men were not immediately 
brought to that abject and Icandalous piece of Worlhip. The 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, were their natural Gods^ and ador'd be- 
fore deify'd Men, who were their animated Gods. 

This Deification of Creatures, feems to begin about the time 
of the Confujion at Babely or the Difperlion immediately confe- 
quent tliereupon, particularlv in the Family of Nimrod^ the Son 
df Cujb^ Grandfon of Noah. May not we date the Original of 

Paganifm 

* See Cluveriufi and Dr. CumberUnd, f SchinM, 
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Paganifm from that remarkable Perfon ? 'Tis the Conjefturc of 
fome, that Nimrod was the fir ft Man that was deify 'd, and pro- 
bably for the important Service he did to his Country, as a mighty 
Hunter^ in deftroying wild Beafts that otherwifc would foon have 
devoured the Inhabitants, which were not very numerous in thofe 
days. Tis certain, that fuch Bencfadors to Mankind wei-e rank*d 
among the Gods. If fo, who will pretend to fey, our modern 
Fox^Hiinters don't carry one CharaSierijlick of Divinity about 
them ? 

Some think that the true Religion was univerfal for about 
four hundred Years after the Deluge, becaufe it does not appear 
from Abrairi^ Traverfe thro* Mefopotamia^ Canaan^ PhiUJiia^ 
Egypt^ (Sc. that thofe Countries were Idolaters. Others appre- 
hend Abram himfelf was originally an Idolater, at leaft that Ido- 
latry had overfpread the Nations in his time, for which they quote 
jfojhua xxiv. 2. Tour Fathers . . . fven Terah the Father of Abra-- 
bam .... ferved other Gods. It's evident from hence, that Terah 
had fallen into Idolatry, and fome are of Opinion, that Abram 
himfelf was an Idolater, till God made him fcnfible of the Vanity 
of Idol-woriChip, and that it was thro* him that his Father Terah 
was brought under the fame Conviftion, by this Device, viz. - 

The yews fay that Terah was not only an Idolater, but alfo a 
Carver, and Dealer in Images and Idols ; that one day when he 
went a Journey, he left Abram to take care of the Shop j but 
Abram being already convinced of the Sinfulneis of Idols, afk'd 
all that came t-.> buy Idol^Gods of him. How old are you ? They 
told him their Age ; and he replied to them. This God that you 
would buy and worjhip^ is younger than you are j it was made but 
the other day^ and of contemptible Matter y therefore believe what I 
fay^ and renounce this vain Worjhip. The Buyers ftruck with 
Confufion at thefe Reproaches, went away without buying, a- 
fliam'd of their Stupidity *. 

Q^ IV hat might move Men to the firfi Idolatry ? 

Perhaps it might be ^Jirong Attachment totheSenfes^ which 
they made their fovereign Judges in Spirituals : It was hard for 
vulgar Heads in thofe Days of Darknefs to elevate their Thoughts 
above fenfible Objeds. 

Another 

* Fa Calmet under Terah^ voL xiii. 
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Another Rcafon, may be the Pride of the human Mind i 
that is not fatisfied with rational plain Truths, but will adulte* 
rate them with foolifli Imaginations : Hence it was that they 
would have fuch Objedts of Worfhip, as might immediately ftrikc 
their fenfible Powers ; nothing would ferve their Turn but a Di- 
vinity vifible to the Eye, therefore they brought down the Gods 
to the Earth, and reprefented them under certain Images, which 
by degrees commenced inferior Deities. 

The Egyptian Priejis not being able to perfuade the People^ 
that there were any Gods or Spirits fuperior to Men, were con- 
ftrained to call down Demons, or Spirits, and lodge them in Sta- 
tues, and then bring forth thofe Statues to be vifible Objeds of 
Adoration, and from hence fprung Idolatry. 

Among the Pagans were various Opinions about religious 
Images. Some looked upon them as only Reprefentatives of the 
true God, as Seneca^ a Stoick Philofopher, and Plato a Native of 
Athens^ and a noted Academick. 

OTHERS faid, they did not adore material Images, but the 
Gods in them, into which they were drawn by virtue of their 
Confecration, or, in a more modern Language, their Canoniza- 
tion *. 

SOME were of Opinion, that after the Confecration of I- 
mages, the Gods adlually incorporated with them, or were ani- 
mated by them, as Man's Body is by the Soul -f. The vulgar 
Heathen paid their Adoration to Images as if they were real Gods ; 
which monftrous Pradlice was ridiculed by the tooft fenfible Pa- 
gans, as appears farther on J. 

The Ufe and Worfhip of Images has been long, and ftill is 
controverted. The Lutherans condemn the Calvintjis for break- 
ing the Images in the Churches of the Catholicks -, and at the 
fame time they condemn the Romanifts (who are profeflfed Image- 
Worfliippers) as Idolaters. The modern Jews condemn all I- 
mages, and fufFer no Pidlurcs or Figures in their Houfcs, much 
leis in their Synagogues, or Places of Worfhip. 

The 

* y^fffhiuty lib. vi. 

t Tyjjmfgijius, a learned Egyftiany a great Philofopher, a great Pricft, and a 
great King. 
^ See Laffantiusy lib. ii. 
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The Mahometans have a pcrfedl Avcrfion to all Images. This 
is it that made them deftroy moft of the beautiful Monuments of 
Antiquity, both (acred and profane, at Conjlantinopk. 

The old noble Romans prefer ved the Images of their Anceftors 
with no little Care, and had them carried in Procefiion in their 
Funerals and Triumphs. 

SECT. II. 

This Part entertains us with various In ftances of Pagan Dei- 
fications, viz. of Men, Beads, and Things without Lire. 

I. MEN transformed into Gods. 

I Begin with their deified Men^ that is, dead Men^ who be- 
ing canonized, paft for reputed Gods. Note here, fomc arc of 
opinion, that the word God^ among the Heathen, did not mean 
the uncreated eternal Being, but fome mojl excellent pperior Na-^ 
ture \ and accordingly, they gave the Appellation of Gods to all 
Beings of a Rank higher, and more perie£t than Man. 

The principal Gods among the antient Heathens were Jupi-* 
ter^ Mars^ Mercury ^ Neptune^ Apollo^ J^^Oj Vefta^ Minerva^ &€• 
The next fort of Gods were called Demy Gods^ or Gods adopted i 
and thefc werfeMen canonized anddeify'd. Now, as xht greater 
Gods had pofleflion of Heaven in their own Right ^ fo thefe leffer 
Gods had it by Donation^ being tranflated into Heaven, becaufbt 
they were Men renowned for their Virtues, and had lived as Goda 
upon Earth ; and thefe at firfl were called Teraphim. 

The firft certain Account of thefe we have in Genefis^ where 
'tis faid, Rachel had ftoln her Father* s Images. Chap. xxxi. 19. 
the Teraphim of her Father in the Hebrew^ which Laban^ (ii. 30.) 
calls his Gods^ Hebr. Eloha. 

The word Teraphim is Hebrew, others fey Egyptian : Be that 
as it will, we find it about thirteen times in our Bible^ and is 
commonly interpreted Idols, Images, facred, fuperftitious Figures. 
Spencer maintains the word to be Chaldee, and th^t thofe Images 
were borrowed from the Amorites, Chaldeans, or Syri^ins, and 
that the Egyptian Serapis is the fame thing with Terapk'im of the 
Chaldeans. 

A Learned Jew fays the Teraphim were in hurnan Shape^ 
and that when raifed upright, they fpoke at ccrtaip. Hours, and 
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under certain Conftellations, by the Influence of the celefUal Bo* 
4ie8. R. David de Pomis . .. . Cyclopadia. 

This Rabbinical Fable fecms to be grounded on Zech. x. 2. 
The Idols (Hebr. Teraphim) have fpoken Vanity .... Some of the 
learned Jews will have it to denote the Knowledge of Futurity, 
jnd for this Signification they quote Ezek. xxi. 21. TChe King of 
Babylon Jiood . ..at the Head of the two Ways . . . he confulted with 
Images j with Teraphim^ iays the Hebrew. 

The fame Rabbi adds, that to make the Teraphim they kill'd 
a firfl-born Child, dove bis Head, feafon'd it with Salt and Oil ; 
that they wrote on a Plate of Gold the Name of fomc impure 
Spirit, laid it under the Tongue of the Dead, placed the Head 
ag^inil the Wall, lighted Lamps before it, prayed to it, and it 
talked with them. 

Othisrs hold, that the Teraphim were brazen Inflrumenta 
which pointed out the Hours of future Events, as direded by 
the Sitars.*-— ^me think that the Terapbim were Figures or Images 
of a Star engraven on a fympathetic Stone, or Metal correfpond- 
ixig to the Star, in order to receive its Influences : To theie Fi- 
. gures, uiMkr certain Aipeds of the Stars, they aicribe extraordi- 
nary EflFofls. 

T H I ^ Talifmanical Opinion, iays a Learned Pen^f^^ appears the 
moft probabl(C ... All the Eaftern People are Aill much addi&ed 
to this Superftition of Talifmans. The Perfans call them Telejin^ 
a Word approaching to Seraphim. In thofe Countries naMan is 
feen without them, and fome are even loaded with them. They 
hang them to jthe Necks of Animals, and Cages of Birds, as Pre* 
fervai;ives again (^ Evils. Such were the Samothracian Talifmans, 
y/hich >vei^ pieces of Iron, formed into^ certain Images and fet in 
Rings. . • . 

The I^banic Images are fuppofed to be the mofl: antient, if 
not the £irft rejl^gious Im.^es, made of fome precious M^etal, and 
qad th^ir Birth i^ Zi^^^'s Country, that is, Chaldea, or Mefopo-- 
fa mi a. 

.From Laians Hiftory, it fecms a« if tbefe Teraphim were 
Pictures or {m^es of certain Ppr^ons deoeafed^ that is, they were 
a fort of Idols, or fuperftitious Figures venerated by them a» 
Demy-Qpds. That they wer< i^iich artificial Portraitures of Men, 
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is evident from that Inftance in Micbaly ^bo, to disliver Ik^vi^ 
her Huiband from bloody A fiafllns that threaieo'd his (^if^, lai4 «h 
Image in its Bedy a Terapbim^ fays the Hebrew^ that is, a mater 
rial Image, probably a Figure of Wood, or Sti(^k9 baili^y made 
up, dreft in Man's Clothes, to make thofe fent hy King iSW 
to apprehend him, believe ho was fick. 

Why does Laban call them his Gods ? Very probably b^cau^ 
he believed they retained their Affedtion for Mankind in the in- 
vifible World, and being rank'd among the Gods, might be fer-* 
viceable to his Family, therefore adopted thepa to be Guardians 
of his Houfe. They were only his domeftick G^i and not the 
eftabli(hed Gods of the Country ; and 'tis very likely they might 
be the Images of Noah and his Sons ; or fome otKer iUuflripus 
Anccftors, whom he had chofen for his Tutelary Gods. 

The Scripture mentions another fort of Terapbimy fometimes 
confulted by the yeivs as an Oracle, not imagining that thereby 
they abandoned tne Worfhip of the true God. &ich . was the 
Terapbim that Micha made and iet up in his Houfe, and to whifsh 
he appointed a Prieft of the Levitical Race^ with an Epbod Qr 
Sacramental Garment, by the Influence of which he flattered hioi- 
felf that God would blefs his Houfe. This probably might be 
fome Hieroglypbical Figure^ to which the fuperfUtious yews attri- 
buted the Virtue of an Oracle, and the Pgwer of foretelling 
Things to come : Hence fpeaking Teraphims. 

F ii|) M thefe Terapbim came the Lares^ or the Houfhold Gods 
of thelold Romans, who before the Liaws of the Twelve Tablos, 
ufed to bury the Dead in their Houfes ; from whence arofe that 
great Veneration they had for their Lares and Penates, a kind of 
domeftick Divinities, worfhip'd in Houfes, and efleem'd Pro* 
te£tors of FamiUes, which were nothing elfe but the fuppofed 
Ghofls of thofe who formerly had belonged to the Family , whom 
they reprefented by Images, which they placed in the Chinmey- 
Corner, or near their Doors. 

These were alfo look'd upon as Guardians of the Highways, 
near to which their Images were fix'd for the Benefit of Travellers, 
therefore call'd Dii Viales, Gods of the Roads. Tis £ud by the 
Prophet, Tbe King of Babylon Jlood at tbe parting of the Way, and 
confulted witb tbe Images j with the Terapbim^ fays the Hebrew^ 
Ezek. xxi. 2 1, which the Jewifb Interpreters £iy were prophetick 

Dd 2 Images, 
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Images^ endued with the Gift of Predidion ; fo far from being 
mere Idols^ that they gave out Oracles, and foretold Things to 
come. 

Some think Labari% Terapbim to be fuch, and that Rachel^ 

having obferved how her Father did divine by them, and fearing, 

by confulting with them, he might know which way Jacob went, 

and follow after and murder him $ to prevent fo fatal a Cataftrophe, 

^ {he took away his Oracles. 

Those facred Images might, at firfl, be made in honour of 
departed Relatives, or illuftrious Perfons i but by degrees dege- 
nerated into religious Adoration. Thus the Manes of the Dead 
were worfhip'd by them under the Figure of their Teraphim^ ia 
fome place of the Houfe, and probably where they had depofited 
the Remains of their Anceftors, as fome think. 

The Lares were alfo called Penates : To thefe they paid re- 
ligious Homage with Sacrifices ; fo the Roman Satirift fays, and 
calls thefe Images his dear little HouJe^Gods ; and then obferves, 
that they were crown'd with Garlands of Flowers in Summer^ 
and in Winter with Shaving of Horns coloured. To thefe Waxen^ 
Gods the Romans addreft themfelves with Ofiferinga of Frankin- 
cenfe and Cakes ♦. . . . 

They were fuppofed to be the Spirits of fuch, who had lived 
well on the Earth, and in confequence of it, were happy ; (6 on 
the other hand, thofc who lived ill here, did after Death wander 
up and down in Horror, and were fuppofed, by the Vulgar, ta 
be Hobgoblins, call'd Lemures^ L e. refllefs Ghofts of (^parted 
Spirits, who return to the Earth to terrify the Living.. 

These are the fame with Larva , which the Antients ima- 
gined to wander round the World, to frighten good People, and 
plague the bad; All thefe were imagined to be the Ghofts of the 
Dead : They pray'd to the Good for Proteftion, and facrificed to 
the Evil to pacify their Rage: For this reafon they had their 
Lemuria or Lemuralia at Rome^ where on the 9th of May^ a Feaft: 
was folemnized in honour of the LemureSy and to pacify the 
Mams of the Dead, cfpecially thofe who died without Burial^ to 
prevent their giving difturbance to the Living. 

Thr 

* Oh parvi noftrique Lares quos tbure minuta 
Hie noftrutn placabo9 Jovem Laribufque paterDb 
[. ' Thyra dabo> atque omnes viote jaiSabo colores 

Cunfta nitcnt- Juv$nal. Sat, ix. v. 137. 6c Sat. xii. v. 89* 
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The firft Men that were deified^ or made Gods, are fuppofcd 
to be the Heads of Families, Founders of Empires, and Benc- 

fadtors of Provinces- who, after their deceafe, were highly 

reverenced. Noah and his Sons feem to be the firft and chief ani- 
mated Deities of the Pagans, under the Names oi Saturn^ J^P^" 
ter^ Neptune and Fluto \ hence Demons^ another Name given to 
Spirits, which were fuppofed to appear to Mortals, with intention 
to do them Good or Hurt. 

The firft Notion of Demons, 'tis faid, fprung from Chaldea^ 
thence it fpread among the Perfians^ Egyptians .... Pythagoras 
and Tbales were the firft that introduced Demons into Greece^ 
where Plato fell in with the Notion, which he explains thus, 
viz. 

.... By Demons^ he underftood Spirits inferior to Gods, and 
yet fuperior to Men, which inhabiting the middle Region of the 
Air, kept up the Communication between the Gods and Men, 
carrying up the Prayers and Offerings of Men to the Gods, and 
bringing down the IVill of the Gods to Men. He allow'd of 
none but good ones, tho^ his Difciples (finding themfelves unable 
to account for the Origin of Evil) adopted another kind of De- 
mons, who were Enemies to Man *. 

The Apocryphal Book of Enoch abounds with the Names of 
Angels and Devils ; but that Book is not of any great Antiquity^ 
tho' the Prophecy be : it does not appear to have been known by 
the antient Jews. St. Jude is the firft that cited it. The Autho- 
rity which this fpurious Book of Enoch has received from fome 
of the Antients, is the reafon of our meeting with feveral of its 
Opinions, fcatter'd in their Writings. Ibid. 

LACT'ANTIUS^ one of the moft eloquent Authors of his timc> 
(and therefore called the Chri/iian Cicero) was of Opinion there 
were two forts of Demons^ celeftial and terreftrial *fi Thtcekjiiat 
are the fallen Augels, who having been feduced by the Prince of 
Devils, engaged themfelves in impure Amours ; the terreftrial are 
they who iffued from the former, as Children from their Parents : 
Thefe laft, who are neither Men nor Angels, but a Medium be- 
tween the two Natures; were not plunged into Hell, neither 
were their Fathers admitted into Heaven : The terreftrial Angels 

are 

♦ Gale*s Court of the Gentiles, oart L chap. viii. 
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are iit^pure Spirits, and Authors of all the Evils committed on 
Earth *. 

Many of the Antients have allotted to every Man an Evil 
Angel, who is continually laying Snares for him, and inclining 
him to Evil, as his Good Angel does to what is Good. The 
yews have ftill the fame Sentiments at this day. Another Father 
thinks, that every Vice has its Evil Angel, prefiding over it; as 
the Demon of Avarice, the Demon of Pride, of Uncleannefs -f-. . . • 

In Pagan Theology^ nothing more common than thofe good 
and evil Genii, and the fame iuperftitious Notion got among the 
Ifraelites^ by Commerce with tne Chaldeans j but I don't appre- 
hend that by Demon, they meant the Devil, or a wicked Spirit, 
tho' it be taken under that Idea by the Evangelifls, and alfo fome 
modern yews%. 

W £ are not without fome Remains of thofe antient Reprefen- 
tations : Among the various Rarities in the Mufaum at Leyden in 
Holland^ is the Effigies in Sculpture of Ofiris^ the Egyptian God j 
'tis made of Wood, and now almofl confum'd with Age : There 
are three other Egyptian Idols of Stone ; an Image of Ifis (who 
married X)firis^ King of the Country) giving fuck to her Orr. 
Another Effigies of ^i, the Egyptian Goddefs^ upon a little Egyp-- 
tian Coffer, containing the Heart of an Egyptian Prince embalm'd 
therein. 

The antient Pagans, had almofl as many Goddejfes as Gods ; 
fuch were yunoy the Goddejs of Air ^ (Sc. Queen of Heaven, and 
of the Gods j was reprefcntcd fitting on a Throne with a Crown 
of Gold on her Head : This was the Patronefs of the female Sex. 
Every Woman had her yunOy or Guardian j as every Man had 
his Genius. She was the Goddefs of Marriages, which were not 
deem'd lawful without the Parties firfl addrefl her. One Branch 
of her Office was to attend them in Labor, when they pray'd, 
Helpy yum Lucina ||. 

She was ador'd by all Nations ; her Temple was open on the 
Top and had no Doors, it being impious to think of confining 
the Gods to a narrow Inclofure. Yea, many of the Antients 
would ere<^ no devotional Temples, from a Perfuafion that the 

whole 

'* La^antiusy lib. ii. cap. 14. Lugd. Bat. 1652. 
.+ Origen, Homil. xv. in Jofli. Csimet. ibid. 
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whole World is the Temple of God. The Sicyonians would build 
no Temple to their Goddefs Coronis : Nor would the Athenians 
ered a Statue to the Goddefs Clemency^ who they iaid was to live 
in the Hearts of Men^ not within Stone-Walls^ The Goddeiles 
were numerous, but I (hall add no more. 

They did not only enroll Men and Women among their Gods, 
but they had alfo Hermapbrodite^Gods. Thus Minerva^ accord- 
ing to ^veral of the Learned, was both. Man and Woman, and 
worfhipped as fuch under the Appellation of Lunus & Luna. 
MitbraSy the P^rfian Deity ^ was both God and Goddefs ; there 
were Gods of Virtue, Vice, Time, Place, Death .... Infimcy. 
Not Men only, but every thing that relates to Mankind, has alfo 
been deified, as Infancy, Age, Death, Labor, Reft, Sleep, Virtues,, 
Vices, Time, Place .... Infancy alone had a numerous Train of 
Deities. They alfo ador'd the Gods of Health, Love, Fear, Pain, 
Indignation, Shame, Renown, Prudence, Art, Science^ Fidelity,. 
Liberty, Money, War, Peace, Viftory 

T H u s we have (een, that nothing more common among Pa- 
gans, than to place Men among the Number of Deities ; yea,, 
fome of them would not wait for their Deification till Death. 
Thus Nebuchadnezzar, King of Baby Ion , procured his Image to 
be worjhipped while he was living.. Thus jiugujius had Altars 
eredted and Sacrifices offered to him while alive. He had Priefts 
called AuguJialeSy and Temples at Lyons^ and feveral other Places. 
He was the firft Roman who carried Idolatry to fuch a pitch :. 
Having in a moft refpedtful manner view'd the embalm'd Body 
of Alexander the Great, was afk'd, if he would fee Ptolemf% alfo ? 
he anfwer*d. His Curiofity was to fee a Kingy not a Man. His^ 
Favourite. Poet complements him with the Title of God *. Yea, 
the Ethiopians deemed all their Kings Gods. 

II. Inanimate Things turned into Gods. 
Things without Life were made into Gods by the Heathens: 
The Sun, Moon, and Stars feem to be the firft Idols, or falfe 
Gods, to whom they paid a divine Regard. Po/Jidonius defines a 
Star, a divine Body. The Zabii ereded Images to the Stars,, 
which they fancied to be fo many Gods, and that they influenced 
the Images confecrated to them j yea,, and communicated the pro-- 
phetick Spirit to Men. 

The- 
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The Sun and Moon were by the idolatrous Ifraelites called the 
King and ^een of Heaven, and the Stars were fuppofed (as it 
were) to be their Militia, form'd for their Guards, with which 
they were always furrounded. 

PHILO of Alexandria, (called Philo the Jew, a Platonick 
Philofopher) imputes to the Stars a great part of whatever happens 
on the Earth \ and fays, they are not only Animals, but even 
mofl pure Spirits ; that our Air is replete with Animals and Spi- 
fits, which are continually defcending to animate Bodies. He 
had borrowed thefe odd Notions from his Mafter Plato, Chief of 
the Academicks. Origen one of the Fathers, who flourifh'd in 
the third Century, was guilty of the lame Miftake *. 

The facred Books, in fome places, feem to afcribe Knowledge 
to the Stars, when they praifed God at the beginning of the 
World, y^^xxxviii. 7. but the Stars were not then created, there- 
fore it's generally fuppofed they were Angels. Since then the Sun, 
Moon and Stars are excited to praife the Lord 5 the Moon with- 
drew its Light, and the Sun ftopt its Courfe at the Command of 
yo/hua . . . and perhaps one reafon of their ftrange Opinions about 
the heavenly Bodies, might be owing to thefe and the like Ex- 
preffions ; not knowing that thefe Words were meerly popular, 
and not to be underftood literally, fDr then we muft fay that the 
Earth, the Trees, the Waters, are animated, fince we find in 
Scripture fome Expreflions that would infinuate as much. 

The Arabians who fprung from IJhmael^ worfhipped the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, in which they were conduifled by their Priefts 
who were cloathed in white Veftmenis, wearing Mitres and 
Sandals, which at firft were only Soles tied to the Feet with Strings. 
In Authors that fpeak of ecclefiaflical Rites, and Ornaments, 
we find the word Sandals to fignify a valuable kind of Shoes, 
worn by the Prelates at Solemnities ^. 

W E find Sandals alfo ufed by the Ladies, very diflTcrent in 
form : When Judith went to the Camp of Holofernesy (he put 
Sandals on her Feet, at the fight of which he was captivated; 
for 'tis faid. Her Sandals ravijljd bis Eyes. Thefe were a magni- 
ficent fort of Stockcns, like Bufkins, of an extraordinary Beauty if, 

and 

• Philo Lei. ^Ilsg' Origen, t I. Maimon. in Calmet, under the word St fit- 
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and were proper only to the Ladies of Condition, who generally 
had Slaves to carry them. 

JV. jB. The real Buskin was the Cothurnus^ a very high Shoe 
rais'd on Soals of Cork, wore by the ancient Aftors in Tragedy, 
to make them appear taller, and more like the Heroes they re- 
prefented, moft of whom were fuppofed to be Giants. 

The Perfians had no Temples, Altars, nor Images, holding 
fuch little Things improper for the high Gods. Therefore they 
worftiipp'd upon the Top of Hills, where they ofFcr'd Sacrifices 
to the Sun, Moon, and Stars. The Babylonians adored the 
Sun, to which the King ofFer'd every Day a white Horfc 
richly furnifh'd : The Sun was in high Efteem among the Phe^ 
nicianSj whofe Priefts were crown 'd with Gold. The Tartars and 
Cathaians worfhip the Sun, and Stars,'to which they offer the firft 
Fruits of their Meat every Morning before they eat and drink 
themfelves. They have divers Monafteries of Idols, to whom 
they dedicate their Children. 

I N Nova Zembla there is no Religion prefcrib'd by Law, but 
they worfhip the Sun^ fo long as 'tis with them, and the Moon 
and North-Star in its abfence. In China are great Numbers of 
iacred Temples, where the Priefts have fo much Power over their 
Gods, that they may beat them when they don't anfwer their 
Expe^tion : Their chief Gods arc the Sun^ Moon^ and Stars^ 
where they are not chriftianis'd. 

In the Ptilippine IJlands^ the Natives worfhip the Stars^ 
which they hold to be the Children of the Sun and Mn^n : Their 
Priefts, for the moft part, are Women . The Japonians worftiip 
an Image, with three Faces, by which they mean» Sun, Moon« 
and the elementary World *. 

In America their chief Deities are the Sun and Moon; which 
they honour with Dances and Songs. In Virginia and Florida^ 
when they eat, drink, and facrifice, they ufe to throw up to- 
wards the Sun, fome part of their Food : The Spaniards taking 
Advantage of this Superftition^ made the poor ignorant People 
believe they were Meftengers fent to them from the Sun \ where- 
upon they fubmitted to the Spanijh Yoke. Hacluyt, ibid. At 
Mexico^ when they iacrificed a Man, they puU'd out his Heart, 
and oifer'd it to the Sun. 

Be In 
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I N Soutb-jimenca^ they worfhip C¥il Spirits in various Forms^ 
and Sun and Moon. When it thunders, and lightens, they iay 
the Sun is angry with them : When the Moon is eclipfed, they (ay 
the Sun is angry with her. 

I N Peru, next to their chief God, they worfliip'd the Sun, 
and after it^ the Thunder. They took Sun and Moon for Huf- 
band and Wife. In the feventh Month they facrificcd to the Sun, 
and in the tenth to the Honour of the Moon. 

The fame Pagan ifin was profeft aniong the Europeans ; ycai^ 
the Greeh^nd Romam that were the mofl knowing and polite Na^ . 
tions, their chief Gods were Sun, Moon, and Stars. / 

The Air, and Meteors in it, were made into Gods : Thus 
the Perjians ador'd the Wind > Thunder and Lightning were ho- 
noured under the Name Geryon. Comets and the Rainbow alfo 
have been prefcr'd from Meteors, to be Gods. Socrates deify'd the 
Oouds, if Credit may be given to Ariftopbanes. 

Their high Veneration for Water was fuch^ that to fpit, to 
nrine, or wafh in a River was made a hish Crime ; perhaps, the 
Water of Jealoufy that determki'd the Cafe about the yewijh Wo- 
men, fufpe^ted of Adultery, might heighten their Veneration for 
this Element. 

I N Siciiy^ Rivers were worfhipped by the Agrsgentes (in the 
fllape of a beautiful Boy) to which they fitcrificcd . . . The Catbai-- 
ans worihip Earth and Water. 

The Indians count the River Ganges facred^ and ta have a 
Power of expiating their Sins. When the Idolaters wafli in it, 
they cry, Ob Ganges, purify me! And when any are fick, they dip 
them in it, in order to recover their Health. The Water of this 
River is convey'd to fuch as live at a diftance, and are not in a 
Capacity to travel ; fo that they afcribe as much Virtue to this 
River, as the Paplfts do to their holy Water, and chief Relicks. 

The People of Bej^al don't only worfliip the River Ganges, 
but give Divine Honours to its Image. Bernier fays^ that King- 
dom is well water'd by Channels cut out of the Ganges, which is 
vifited by many Pilgrims, who think themfelves happy if they 
can wafh in it. There is alfo a Well in that Country, which 
they adore, and think, by wafbing therein, they are purify'd from, 
their Sins. Their Priefts travel about with the Water of the 
Ganges, which they fell at vaft Prices y becaufe the poor igno- 
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ranf^eoplc arc made to believe/ that by drinking this Water, they 
obtain .Pardon of their Sins. 

The Inhabitants of Peru in America^ fling the A(hes of their 
Sacrifices into the River, follow the fame fix Leagues, and pray 
the River to bring that Prcfent to Firacbocdy a iupcrior Deity. 
Acojia. 

The Perjians and Chaldeans exprefs their God by Fire^ to 
which they perform Adoration, and bring it Food, crying to 
it, Eat^ Oh my Lord Fire I To throw dead and dirty Things 
into the Fire, yea to blow it with their Breath, was HighTreafom 

The Magicians iay, that this Fire was convey'd to them from 
Heaven $ and that it was for this Reafon that they kept it fo re* 
iigiouily. That t^y preferve a conftant Fire on their Altars, is 
evident from Hiftory. They are faid to have Fires ftill fubfifting, 
which have burnt above a thoufand Tears. We read of fuch Fire 
kept up with fuperftitious Care in the Temple oi Jupiter Ammm^ 
and in that oiHercuUs at Gadiu Sp it is in Egypt ^ and in moft 
lof all the eaftern Countries, and Vifgil tellsi that larbas the 6r«- 
4uli4n could boaft of a hundred Temples he had ereded vnx\k 
Altars, blazing with perpetual Fire, the eternal Guard of the 
Gods *. 

That which gave occafion to pemetuate the Fire in Pagan 
Temples, might be from the perjpetQal r ire kept in the Temple 
at Jerufalem^ which defended mm Heaven upon the firft Vic- 
Aims facrificed by Aaron and his Son. Hence the Veftak were ap- 
^pointed exprefs, to keep up the facred Fire of the Romans. 

The Kings oi Perjia never went abroad without having fome 
Portion of the facred Fire carried before them : The Hiftorian 

S'ving an Account of the March of Dariufs Army,— fays, that 
cy carried Fire upon Altars of Silver, in great Ceremony,--— that 
fthey had it in great Veneration, calling it the facred and eternal 
Fire^znA that the M?^' came after, Anging Hymns according to 
the Perjian Mode -f. 

God appeared to Mofes under the Form of a Fire burning in 
a Bufh. The Camp of Ifrael in the Wildernefs was conduced 
in the Night by a Pillar of Fire. Now Cod having made ieveral 

E e 2 Re- 
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Revelations of himfelf, under the Appearance of Fire, might g^ve 
occafion to the Chaldeans and Perjiam to entertain fuch enormous 
Veneration for Fire, which is a Symbol of the Deity : Tbe Lord 
thy God^ fays Mofesj is a confutning Fire. At their high Solemni* 
ties they fet feveral Trees (hung with diverfe Sorts of Beads for 
Sacrifice) on fire; this they did after they had carried about 
thcfe Fires in Proceffion. 

I Shall add here, a remarkable Conteft that happened be^ 
tween the Chaldean and Egyptian Priefts about the Superiority of 
their Gods. ... In the time of Conjlantine the Chaldean PriefiSy to 
prove that Fire^ which was their God, excell'd all other Gods 
in Power, travelled over the Earth, carrying Fire with them^ 
which foon confum'd all the Statues and Images of other Godsi 
whether of Brafs, Silver, Stone or Wood, lays Suidas *, wha 
gives a large Account of it, under the Word x»imirog. At length 
coming into Egypt j and making this Challenge ; the Egyptian 
Priejls agreed upon a Battle of the Gods^ and immediately brought 
into the Field one of their Idols, which was a large Statue of 
Nilus^ full of Water ^ and full of little Holes,, which they ftopt 
with Wax not diicernable, and fo artificially, that the Water 
was kept in. 

The Chaldeans (aot aware of this Device) begun the Adlion, 
with much AiTurance, and with Eagerneis put Fire around the 
Egyptian Statue^ which foon melted the invifible Wax, and the 
Water gufhing forth from all Parts,, immediately put out the Fire, 
and drown'd the hitherto invincible Deity of the Perjians ; the 
Tragedy ended in a triumphant Shout of Laughter among the 
Speftators : And I might add \ how the Arabians and Indians^ 

Peruvians^ Lithuanians^ and Vandals worihip'd Vegetables, 

the Scythians Iron. Trees and Plants have been made Gods. 
Leeks and Onions were Deities in Egypt. The ancient Gauls 
and Britons bore a particular Devotion to the Oak y from which 
their Priefts took their Names. Ceres and Proferpina^ worfhip'd 
by the Ancients, were no other thaa Wheat, Corn, Seed.— The 
Syrians and Egyptians ador'd Fifties. What were Iritons^ Ne- 
reids^ Syrens^ but Sea-Gods ? Infefts, as Flies, and Ants^had their 

Priefts 

• Vol J rag. 1368. 
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Pricfts and Votaries : Yea, Minerals were ereded into Deities. 
The Finlanders ador'd Stones. I don't fee what can be faid for 
fuchan Inftance of Stupidity. To fay the Pradtice took its rife 
from AbranC% anointing the Stone that he made ufe of for a Pil- 
loWi when he went to Mefopotamia^ does not lefTen the Reproach. 
The Mahometans think that Jacoh'% Stone was convey 'd to the 
temple at Jerufalem j and is ftill there in a Mofque or Turkijh 
Temple, where the Temple at Jerufalem ftood before the final 
Defolation. The monftrous Stupidity of Pagans in their Devo- 
tions will further appear in the Clofe of this Performance. 

Now among all thefe Inftances of Idolatry, the Adoration of 
the Sun was the moft excufable j for, who can behold that ftu- 
pendous Globe of Fire and Light in perpetual Motion, Splendor, 
and univerlal Ufefiilneis to Mankind^ without awfiil Admiration, 
and warm Emotions of Mind ? No wonder then to find that it has 
been the ObgeA of Adoration fo long, and in fo many Places. It 
was the Sun very probably that was worfhip'd by the Pbcenieiam 
onder the Name of Baal^ by the MQabites under the Name of 
Cbemojh^ by the Ammonites under the Name of Moloch y by the 
degenerated Ifraelites by the Name of BaaU the King of the Hoft 
of Heaven, to whom they join'd the Moon, whom they called 
AJiarta or Queen of Heaven. 

This Worfhip was performed upon high Places, in Groves, 
and upon the Roofs of their Houfes^ which in thofe Countries, 
were flat. It was againft this kind of Worfhip that Mofes warn'd 
the Ifraelites^ and threatens the Tranfgreflbrs with Death. Dtut. 
iv. 1 9. 'tis laid Jofiab King of Judah took away the Horfes^ that his 
Royal Predeceflibrs had given to the Sun, and were fix'd at the 
Entrance into the Houfe of the Lord^ and burnt the Chariots of 
the Sun with Fire. 

III. Animal Gods. 

In the next place^ I fhall briefly touch upotl fome Brutes and 
Birds, CSc. that received Divine Honours from the Pagan People, 
and even from thofe who were fuppofed to excel their Neigb^ 
bours in Underfl:anding and Wifdom* 

Thus Crocodiles^ Serpents^ Eagles^ Dpg^y Cats^ Wolves^ Oxen^ 
were worfliip'd by the People of Egypty thofe celebrated Sons 
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of Wifdom ; but their greateft Solemnities were c6riiecrtted tA 
the God jipisy or Serapis^ under the Image of an Ox or Bull 

They had an Ox confecrated to the Sun, which they fed at 
Hdiopolis in Egypt : They had another called jipss^ dedicated to 
the Moon, and fed at Memphis^ (for fome time, the royal City) 
where he had his Temple, and the Devils gave out their Oracles. 
In the time of St. yerom^ who flourifh'd in the fourth Century, 
they wor(hipped here a brafs Bull as a God. 

The famous God OJSris was adored under the Figure of this 
Bead:, and when dead, it was buried with great Solemnity and 
Mourning : And 'tis obfervabie, that his Birth-day was celebrated 
thro' the whole Kingdom. N. B. Tis very probable, that the 
Ifraelites worihipped the golden Calf in the fame manner as the 
Egyptians did their Bulls, their Cows and Calves. 

Before I proceed, give me \cwc to ^peak Something of this 
golden Idol, whidi was the Figure of a Calf, which the Ifrae^ 
lites caft, and fet up to wor^p in Mojis"^ Abfence; who, upon 
his return from the Mount, burnt tbe Figure, ground it to Pow- 
^r, and made the People drink it mbst with Water, Exod. zxxii. 
The Learned are divided in their Sentiments on thb Article } that 
iis, the golden Calf, that was burnt and pulverized. 

T o pulverize Gold and render it potable, is an Operation in 
Chymiftry of the laft Difficulty ; and ^tts hard to concdve how 
it fhould be done ^at that time, before Chymiftry was heard of, 
and in a Wildemefs too, where they had no proper Inftraments. 
Many therefore fuppofe it to be done by a Miracle. But the chy- 
mkrai Art ieems to be of greater Antiquity^ and was very pro- 
bably prafti&d in the antediluvian World by "Tubal Cain. M^^ 
Jes is the next Chymift mentioned in the filble, whofe Skill in 
chymical Operations, in pulverizing the golden Calf, feems to be 
inconteftable, and artificial. 

The Art is now much improved. Bid a Chymift convert 
Oold into Glafs j and by means of a burning Concave, or other- 
wife, he prefently does it : Afk him to ftiew you Gold in Powder, 
and by mixing a little Antimmy with that Metal, he will foon 
render it pulverable ♦. 

B u T to return : Among other living Creatures, the Egyptians 
)al(b paid a great Devotion to JDogs and Cats. We read S. a cer- 
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tain Roman Soldier, that was. like to. be torn to pieces by the I^o* 
pic, for having kill'd a Cat by Accident j and that when a Dog 
happened to die, the whole Houfe went into Mourning^: Yea, 
in cafe of a great Famine, ibej would eat Nfan's Flefli, beforQ 
they would touch their facrcd Animals ; ibid. The Stork, Ra- 
ven, Eagle, Hawk, Ibis, and other Birds, have had divine Ho- 
nours paid them in l^gypt and other Places. .... 

The City of Mendez in Egypt worfhipped a Goat ; the City 
of Mira^ the Crocodile. In other Provinces they eroded Altars 
to Lions, Baboons^ Wolves .... The Hog was adoy'd in the Ifland 
of Crete (now Candy} in the Nfediicfranean. Bats and Mice 
had Altars confecrated to them in Troas and at Tenedt^s. 

Nothing can be fuppofed more ridiculoKis than the Adora- 
tion giveii by the Egyptians to their brutal I>eitks, which were 
either within or near their Temples ; had Tat^ with delicious 
Meats and Beds prepared for them, and wkea any of them died,, 
they went into Mourning, prepared fumptuous Funerals and 
magnificent Tombs for them, as may be feen at large in Diod$rus 
Sicu/uSy Herodotus^ and others •f*. 

Some indeed ridiculed their fenfelefs and ftupid Neighbours, 
tho' they themfelves were not Mafters of ibperior Senie in their 
Devotions. Anaxandrides reproaches the Egyptians for their 
wretched and foolifh Idolat^ ; but after all, this was only one 
Idolater deriding another. Dionyjius was the moft notorious this 
way : And moft knavifli in this kind was the Painter^ who, 
when he (hould have drawn the Picture oifucb a G^ddejs for a 
Grecian City, drew the PiSiure oj bis own lAi^efi^ and fo made 
her to be adored by the Citizens. 

What Man could have forbore laughing, faid the Gr^'^i^ 
Poet above, *to fee an Egyptian on his Marrowbones y praying to an 
Ox as to a God, or howling over afick Cat^ fearing lejl bis f cratch^ 
ing Godjhould die ? 

Upon the whole, 'tis no eafy matter todifcover the real Sen- 
timents of the Heathens about their Gods: they admitted £> ntiany 
fuperior and inferior Deities, who ibared the Empire, that all 
was full of Gods. 

Some of the Antients fay, that a ctvtzmfubtile Matter that 
made Stars intelligent^ did relide in their iacred Animals, Plants 

and 

• Diiukr. Situlus, Hmdot. f Vint. Ueratht. Jwfiids Cfisksl Ofioffj. 
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and Men, and efcaped Death : And this made them fit to par- 
take of fuch Worfhip, as they gave to the Stzrs.'-^—Sancboniatba 
meant only, that the celeftial Bodies are intelligent, and fee what 
is done here below, and therefore were to be adored as Cods *. 

SECT. III. 

Adoration ^^Serpents. 

The next thing that comes under Copfideration is, the fFor^ 
JInp of Serpent Sr wbicb is obferved thrd all the Pagan Antiquity. 

The Devil, who, under the Shape of a Serpent, tempted our 
firft Parents, has, with unwearied Application, laboured to deify 
that Animal, as a Trophy of his firft Vidlory over Mankind* 
The Conqueft made by the old Serpent in Paradife^ and the won- 
derful Cures made by the Shadow of a Serpent in the Wildernefs^ 
contributed very much towards making that hateful Creature fo 
venerable in the Eyes of fo many Nations. 

God having pad Sentence upon the Serpen t^ Satan confecrates 
that Form in which he deceived the Woman, and introduces it 
into the World as an Objedl of religious Veneration : This he did 
with a view to enervate the Force of the divine Oracle, the 
Seed of the Woman. Scarcely a Nation upon Earth, but he has 
tempted to the gro0eft Idolatry, and in particular got himfelf to 
be worshipped in the hideous Form of a Serpent. 

The Almighty forefeeing this general Delufion, guarded the 
World againft it, by infpiring Men with the greateft Averfion to 
that venemous Creature, and yet was the Tempter ador'd in mod: 
places under the Appearance of a Serpent. If you fay, that Men 
worfhip other Creatures; I anfwer, Thofe are beneficial to Man- 
kind, and not fo odious and hurtful as thofe who carry Poifon 
in their Tails and Teeth. 

How furprizing this ! that a Serpent, a Beaft to which Man- 
kind has a ftrong natural Averfion, (hould be adord by Creatures 
of Reafony and yet nothing more common^ as will appear by the fol- 
lowing Inftances from Antiquity. 

JS G2^P^ was a Country that abounded with Variety of Ser- 
pentSy and where they were generally held in the greateft Vene- 
ration. The fupreme God was reprefented by them in the Form 

of 

f ismbomstbo^s Fbmmaan Hifi. by the Learned Bp. CkmhetUud, yoL i. p. ao^ix. 
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of a Serpent with a Hawk's Head, becaufe of the wonderfiil 
Agility of that Bird. Wc fee no Table of OJiris and Ifis^ two 
Egyptian Idok^ without a Serpent joined to them *. This Ifis 
married OJiris^ King of that Country, and govern'd with fo 
much Wiftiom and Gentlenefs, that the Egyptians paid divine 
Honours to them, who had been fuch Bleffings to the Land. 

I N Egypt is a Serpent of the Afpick Kind, called Thermutisj 
to which they gave divine Worfhip j therefore crown'd with it 
the Statue of tfadr Goddefs IJis. In the Corners of the Temples, 
they built little Chapels under ground, where they carefully fed 
tills Thermutic Serpent^ as z /acred Genius 'f. 

The Egyptians alfo paid divine Honours to the Crocodile^ that 
monflrous kind of Serpent, particularly the Inhabitants of ^r^m^', 
and they who dwelt in the Neighbourhood of Tbeies, and the 
Lake Maris ; among whom 'twas fed by their Priefls with Bread, 
Wine, Flefli, and diverfe Rarities J. 

THMjiUTUSy fo often mentioned by Sancboniatbo^ attri- 
buted fome Deity to the Nature of the Serpent 1 an Opinion ap- 
proved by the Phenicians^ therefore look'd upon as holy and im- 
mortal, and comes into the facred Myfteries (. 

They reprefented the World by a Circle, in the middle of 
which was a Serpent, reprefenting the good Demon, or Genius 
of the World, by which 'tis animated, and is a Symbol of the 
Almighty Creator. Behold here the Blafbhemy of Satan, in 
giving to God the Form of a Serpent^ which he had borrowed 
himfelf to make war againft God in Paradife. They fometimes 
reprefented their Gods with the Bodies of JSerpents, and honoured 
thofe odious Animals with divine Worfhip, as Symbols of Apolk^ ^ 

of the Sun^ and of Medicine^ and were put into the Chaise of 
Ceres and Projerpine. 

HERODOTUS obferves, that in his time, near ^ebes^ 
there were to be feen tame Serpents, adorn'd with Jewels, and 
confecrated to Jupiter^ which did no harm to any body : When 
they died, they were buried in yid>iter*sTeinD\c **. M/ian ibeakfi 

F f of 

* Mdcrobii Oper. Sat. cap. XX. 

t i£//Vf« de AnimalihuSy lib. X. Conrsd. Gtfiur. JiSerf. p. 32. 

^ Im y§nfto9US Je ^adruped, cap. viii. p. 142. 

II Emfeif. Proff. EvsMgeL 1. i. c. iq. from thih BiUlnsy the TraDflacor of 
Sancbon. 

•* Ex Crocodilis alunt, apfendenies snribus vet gemmst'-^^jMcris in urnis 

fifeliant.. Euterpe^ lib. ii. p. 186. 
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of domcftick Serpents^ that were in tlic Houfes pf the Egyptiimf^ 
and look'd upon as houjhold Gods 5 and of another Serpent wor» 
ihipped in a Tower at Melitus in Eg^t^ that had a Pricft and 
other Officers attending ir^, and ferved every day upon an Altar 
with Meal kneaded up with Honey^ which die next day was^ 
found to be eaten. In Melite Eg. Draco divinis bonoribus affi^ 
citur in turri quadam . . . adfunt es faeerdotes & miniftri*, men/a . . ^ 
ix farina fubaSia .... Herod, lib. ii. cap. 17. 

The Fbeniciam alfo facrificed to Dragons^ calling them their 
good yingeh^ their propitious and kind Spirits. Nothing more 
common in the Heathen ReligioD^ than the Appearance of a Ser* 
pent in fome Form or other. 

The Babylonians worshipped a Dragon^ which the Prophet 
Danielj by a Gommiffion from the King, killed ; which, one 
would think, was fufficient to conrince the Royal Idolater of his^ 
egregious Stupidity in worOiipping a Creature as Confervatpr of 
Mankind, that could not preferve Its own Life. They repreftnted 
the World by a Circle in the Fbrm of a Greek Theta 0; and the 
good Demon J by a Serpent in the midft of it i under which Figure^ 
the Protedtors of Countries and Cities, called tutelary Gods, were 
worfliipped. 

The Arabians reputed Serpents /acred Beings^ and therefore 
would alk)w no Violence to be bfifered' to them i and this Super** 
Aition yet remains among thofe People, according to Feffingius^ 
feys my Author. They take them into their Houfes, feed and 
worfhip them as the Genii^ orGuardjans of the Place: Not only- 
Men, but every hind of Things, had hs peculiar Qenius. Two 
y»wc afligned to each Pbrfon,' a good a,nd evil Genius, and thofe 
Wfere thought to attend them from the Cradle to the Grave. We 
read of a facred Dragon that was kept in Pbrygia in Afia Mimr^ 
whofe Refidcnce was in a Wood, dedicated to Diana, Goddefr 
of ihe Weeds. 

Among other ftrange Animakin th^ Eqfi-IndieSy jUexandew 
found in a Cave, a wmfhous Dragon, which the Inhabitants- 
counted facred, and was adored by them, and daily fupplied with 
Food : The poor, ignorant;,, fupqrftitious People, humbly addfeft 
the Conqueror y not to attack that holy Phce, and diftitrb the Re-- 
pofe of their God; The vi(^oriou€ Army hearing its hideous and 
cjrcadful Rparin^Sjj wcire not a little twrify'di they only law its. 
monllrous Head, when ftretch'd out of ite Manfion, and its Eyes 

appeared 
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appeared to them to be as big as a large Macedonian Buckler^ a 
Species of defenfivc Armour *. 

The King of Calicut (in the EaJl^Indies, the moft powerful 
of all the Malabar Princes) caufes little Cottages to be erected 
for facred Serpents, to guard them againfl: the Inclemency of the 
Weather^ and 'tis made Death to hurt them, being they are look'd 
upon as heavenly Spirits ; and they believe them to be fiich for 
this Reafon, becaufe tbey kill Men fo fuddenly by the JVound they 
give, which is only a little PunSure^ ^and noould not prove fatal if 
given by other Creatures^ 

I T is obferved by fome^ that Serpents at this day are highly 
honoured in the Kingdom of Calicut^ on this fide the Ganges, 
where the Inhabitants call their King Samori, or Zamorin, that 
ts^ Sovereign Emperor, and God upon Earth. The Dragon be* 
ing a Serpent of the vigitaot Tribe, was conftituted ^nd made 
Guardian of their Houfes, of their oracular Temples, and of all 
their Treafures. 

These Protedors of Places and Poffeffions, they called Tut^ 
lary Gods, and were worihipp*d by thenv under the Symbol of 
^Serpents, without whofe Siamdion no Methods of Protedion we^e 
available. 

It is remarkable, that where the Figure of two Serpents Was 
ere<5ted in any place, it was look'd upon as a SigQ of confecrated 
Ground; that is, that the Place was holy, being dedicated to foiUe 
God 3 for which Superiliuon they are ridiculed by one of their own 
AVriters, n)iz. Perjius the Satirift, that lived under Nero, who 
tells us, that Children were forbid to emptv themfelves in thofe 
Places, and not fo much as make-water, tor the Place is holy^ 
-as appears by the PiBure if the two Serpents ; the Language of 
which is, Pro&ne not holy Ground. 

Would you. Sir, have your Poem pafs for a facred Conv- 
|>ofure, then paint two Serpents in the Front of it. 

Behold here the Original of that PopilSi Superflition, which 
forbids Men to make- water in the Church-Tard *f*. 

A T Alba, in a Wood not far from Juno^s Temple, is a Dragon 
worfhipp'd by the Inhabitants, and for their greater Honour, fed 
by Virgins, thereby intimating, that Innocence was a proper At- 
tendant on the Gods* 

F f 2 In 

^ Conrad. Gefmer, p. 44, 45 . GjUius. 

. t Pinge duos aogues, pueri, ikcer eft I6cu9| cxcra^ 
Mcitc I I ■■ I 6M$9r. i. 
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In EpiruSy fbuth of Macedonia^ is a certain place facred to 
Apollo J and wall'd about, within which are kept facred Dragons ^ 
fed likewife by a Virgin Prieftcfs, uncloathed, which they believe 
to be moft acceptable to their idol Gods * $ called by yuvenal\ 
one of their own Poets, wenching Gods. 

The EpirotickSy who highly venerated Apollo^ honour'd his 
Temple with a confecrated Dragon, which they worfliipp'd in fo- 
Icmn remembrance of his killing the Pythonic Serpent. It were 
well if the feme Spirit of Gratitude reign'd amongft Brrtons, to- 
wards the Heroes that delivered their Country from the great Ec- 
clefiaflical Dragon, by the glorious Revolution. 

Near Lavinium was a Grove of Terpentine Gods, dedicated 
to Juno of ArgdSy which was a City in Peloponnefus (famous for 
the Shrine oi Mjculapius) now the Marea^ one or whofe Rivers is 
called Styx •, or rather a Well, whofe Water is fo cold and vene- 
mous, tnat it often kills fuch that drink thereof; and therefore 
dcfign'd by the Poets, to be a River of Hell : Tis faid by fome^ 
that Alexander was poifon'd with it. 

It's well known what Worfliip was paid to the Serpent at 
Epidaurus, z Pelep§nnefian City^ and the Manner how 'twas pre*t 
tended that Serpent was brought to Rome, which is as follows*, 
viz. 

The Romans being forely diftreft by a Plague, they fcnt a 
Galley with Ambafladors to Epidaurus, to bring the Serpent con- 
fecrated to JEjculapius to Rome, which of its own accord went 
aboard the Galley, and which was landed in the Ifle of Tyber, 
where divine Honours were paid to it; upon which the Plague 
leafed. Take it as reprefented by the Hiftorian, who fays, 

. . , . T H A T the Plague raging terribly at Rome, and in the 
Vicinity, above three Years, did not abate, by any divine or bus- 
man Remedy, tho' Men had tried both 3 therefore by thb Coun- 
fel of the Delphic Oracle, ten AmbaiTadors were fent to fetch 
the Statue oi Mfculapius, that was ador'd in the Body of the great 
Serpent ; hereupon, a very flrange thing enfued, and manifefily 
true, both from many faithful Hiftorians, and building the Tem- 
ple (dedicated to it) in the IJle ofTyber. 

When the Roman Ambajjadors, had delivered their Commands 
to the Epidaurians, who brought them into the Temple of JEf^ 

culapiui 

♦ iElian. lib. ii. cap. 4 iifii* yvf**^ »Mfro^. 



OF SERPENTS. 221 

culapfus . ... while they were admiring a huge Shrine, a great 
Serpent Aiding of a fudden from the Adytum (which was a Place 
of Retirement in the Pagan Temples, where Oracles were given, 
into which none but Priefts were admitted) upon fight of it the 
Priefts, in a devout Pofture, faid to the Company, that the Deity 
Jhrouded itfelf in that Form^ and when it appeared in this Fajhion^ 
'twas look'd upon as a happy Omen. 

The Serpent was feen for two Days in the Temple, and af- 
terwards difappeared; but on the third Day it paft thro' the Croud 
(which gazed on and worfliip'd) and went dire<5tly to the Port 
where, the Roman Galley flood i and having enter'd into it, laid 
itfelf down in the Cabin of ^ Ogulnius^ the chief Ambaflador. 
They fet fail from thence . • . . and loon arrived at Rome. The 

whole City came out to fee this wonderful Thing Altars were 

built, Incenfe burnt, and Sacrifices oflfer'd. The Serpent fwam 
over to the IJle of Tyber^ (which afterwards was called Mfcula-- 
pius's IJle) and fincc was never feen. 

The Senate concluding this Ifland to be the Place chofen 
by the God, decreed that a Temple fliould be built iov JEfculapius 
there whereupon the Plague ceafed. The Temple grew fa- 
mous for rich Offerings, in Confideration of their Deliverance 
from the Plague by that Deity *. ' 

VALERIUS MAXIMUS fays, that the Priefts looking 
into the Sibyls Books^ obfcrved there was no other way to reflorc 
the City to its former Health, but by bringing the Image of JEf- 
culapius from Epidaurus . . . upon which AmbafJadors werefent1*# 

The Poets and Mythologifts, in order to fhew there was no 
Diflemper but /EJculapius could cure, faid, he raifed the Dead. 
Thus at the Requefl of Diana, hf reflor*d Hippofytus to Life, 
who had been torn to pieces by his Horfes. We can't doubt of 
the Credulity of the People in thinking him rank'd among the 
Gods, after fo many Temples, Infcriptions, and Medals dedicated 
to his Memory, 

The moft famous Temples confccrated to JE/culapius^ were 
that of Epidaurus %, that in the Ifle of Co^ that of Cyrene, that 
of Pergatnos, that in the Ifle of Tyber |[. 

As 

* Livjf. lib. xi. Surrey Whether the Hiftorian'a Faith kept pace with his l^en ? 

t Vat. Maxim, lib. i. cap. 8. See Ovid, Metamitpb. lib. 2C. 

X Piinj Nat. Hifi. lib. 4. C s- 

K For thefey fee StrabOi Vul. Maxi fius^ Herodot., Livj. 
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As to the Infcriptions in honour of Mfculapius^ Gruterui 
has thefe following, viz. 

JEfcuIapio^ Hygea^ & ceteris Diis G? Deabus. 
Deo Mfculapioj & Hygea^ ctmferoatmbus. 
Deo Mfculapio^ & Dea Hygea. 

N.B. The Title of Confervator, or Saviour, was the ordi- 
nary Elogium of Mfculapius. 

I N the Ifle of (>, there was a Coin whereon M/culapitu was 
called the Saviour ; and fo on a Coin of Ancyra. Games are alfo 
mentioned, inftituted in honour of him as Saviour. The Symbol 
of Mfculapius was a Serpent^ or Dragon, about a little Rod, as 
may be feen in feveral Medals, and by the Teftimony of the 
Poet *. Wherever he was wor(hip*d in Statues of a human Figure, 
a Staff was put into bis Left-hand, with a Serpent about it. 

This feems to be the reafon why Antiquity reprefents the firft 
Matters of Phyfick (as Hermes, Mfculapius, Hippocrates, in their 
Statues and Medals) with a Vh^r added to their Figure*, and alfo 
why they worfhip'd thofc Phyficiam under the Form of SerperUs ^. 

The Serpent of Mfculapius^ the reputed God of Phyfick, had 
its Rife from the miraculous Cures done by Mofi^sh Serpent in the 
Camp of IfraeL Serpents of bright and golden Colour were all 
counted (acred to Mfculapius, and were cicur'd, or made tame by 
human Arts. A Dragon was ufiially annex'd to his Image, and 
to that of Health, nothing being thought ^mailable without the 
Prefence of a Serpent. 

A T Pella in Macedonia^ the Royal Seat^ and Alexander'^ Birth* 
place, were Dragons of a large Bulk, but of a gentle Nature^ 
maintained at the Expence of the Government, as Creatures bear- 
ing zfacred CbaraBer, and worthy of the publick Regard. Be« 
caufe many tame Serpents were kept in that Place, the fabulous 
Poets iaid, Alexander was born of a Serpent. 

The People of Argos in Greece^ had Serpents in fuch great 
Veneration, tnat no-body was fuflfer'd to kill them with impunity X^ 

The 

• OvU. Met Mm. lib. 5. Qualis \n «dc . ; . Effc folet, baculumqoe tencns agrcfte 
flliiftra. 
t Salmouis Cell^u—Ofigimes & Antiquities Me£ca, Printed at HM in Ssxewj. 
X JElian. lib. »i. cap. 34. 
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The Pagan Temples were wont to be haunted with Serpents, in 
fo much that it grew into a Phrafe of Speech, t\\t /acred Serpent ♦. 
And thus Serpents are deified and folemnly enrolled among thq 
Gods. 

SANCHONIATHON, a Pbtenician Htjioriographer, znd 
Philo Biblius^ who tranflated his Antiquities, have left us a full 
Account of the Origin of the Apotbeofis^ or Canonization of Ser^ 
pents -f-; which leads me to fay fomcthing of what the Ancients 
called Apotheojis of departed Souls^ and the ftrange Ceremonies 
ufed in the Apotheofis or Deijicatim of the deceafed Emperor, who 
had deferved well of their Country. 

APOTHEO S IS among the Ancients was a Pagan Cere- 
mony whereby Emperors and great Men were placed among the 
Gods, called alfo Deijicationj and Confecration : Temples and 
Altars were eredled to the new Deities, viz. Serpents and Men, 
Sacrifices offered to them ; and for that end, Colleges of Prkfb 
were inftituted for the Honour of thefe Demi-Gods. 

I T was one of the Doftrines of Pythagoras^ which he bor- 
row ed from the Chaldeans^ that ufeful and virtuous Perfons, after 
their De^th, were raifed into the Order of the Gods. Hence the 
Ancients deified all the Inventors of Things that were beneficial 
to Mankind, and thofe who had done Services of Importance to 
their Country. 

By degrees thefe new Gods grew very numerous. One of 
their own Poets rallying them for frequent Deifications, intro- 
duces poor Atlas^ who is faid to bear tbe Heavens on his Shoulders j 
complaining, that he was ready to fink under the Number and 
Weight of fo many new Gods^ as were every day coined, and 
added to the Heavens, which made his Shoulders to warch. 
N.B. Atlas in Anatomy is the Name of the firft Vertebra oi the 
Neck, which fupports the Head^ and is the highefl, fo called ia 
allufion to the famous Mountain Atlas in Africa^ fuppos*d to bo^ 
the higheft in the World, fo that it feems to hokl up theHea* 
veiTs ; and alfo to the Fable that makes Atlas King qi Mauri-^ 
tania in that Country, to bear up the vifible HeavenSi I now 
proceed to the Defcription which we have m Herodian, a GreeJ^ 
Hiftorian in tbe third Century, who in fpeaking of the Afotbe^ 

^ Saccr tnguis. ' 

t Sd9ch9m4ifboM U fupp oTed by ibme to be cotemporary wich Gi/Uon. 
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of the Emperor SeveruSy gives us a very full Account of that ftrangc 
Ceremony, viz. 

....After the Body of the deceafed Emperor had been 
burnt with the ufual Solemnities, they placed an Image of Wax 
perfedlly like him, but of a fickly Afpedt, on a large Bed of 
Ivory, covered with Cloth of Gold, which they expofed to pub- 
lick View at the Entrance of the Palace-Gate. 

The greateft Part of the Day the Senate fat ranged on the 
left fide of the Bed, dreft in Mourning Robes ; the Ladies of 
the firft Rank fitting on the right fide, in plain and white Robes, 
without any Ornaments. . • . This lafled for feven Days fuccef- 
fively i during which, the Phyficians came from time to time to 
vifit the Sick, always making their Report that he grew worfe, 
till at length they publifh'd it, that he was dead. 

This done, the young Senators and Roman Knights took the 
Bed of State upon their Shoulders, carrying it thro' the Fia facra 
to the old Forum^ where the Magiftrates ufed to diveft themfelves 
of their Offices : There they fet it down between two kinds 
of Amphitheatres ; in the one, were the Youth, and in the other 
the Maidens of the firfl: Families in Rome^ finging Hymns (et to 
folemn Airs in praife of the Deceafed. 

Those Hymns ended, the Bed was carried out of the City 
into the Campus Martius^ in the middle of which Place was e- 
reeled a kind of fquare Pavilion ; the Infide thereof was full of 
combuftible Matter, and the Outfide hung with Cloth of Gold, 
and adorned with Figures of Ivory, and various Paintings. 

Over this Edifice were fcveral others, like the firft in Form 
and Decoration^ but lefs ; always diminifhing, and growing flen- 
dcrer towards the Top, and a great many aromatick Perfumes, 
and odoriferous Fruits and Herbs were thrown all around : After 
which, the Knights made a Procefiion in folemn Meafures about 
the Pile ; feveral Chariots ran round it, thofe who conduded 
them being clad in purple Robes, and bearing the Images of the 
greateft Roman Emperors and Generals. 

Tn I s Ceremony ended, the new Emperor came to the Co- 

tafalco or Pilq with a Torch in his hand, and at the fame time 

Fire was put to it on all fides by the Company, the Spices and 

all Combuftibles kindHng all at once. While this was doing, 

. they let fly from the Top of the Building an Eagle^ which 

mounting 
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mounting into the Air with a Firebrand, carried the Soul of the 
dead Emperor along with it into Heaven, as the Romans believM; 
and thenceforward he was ranked among the Gods. 'Tis for this 
Reafon that the Medals wherein the Apotheofes are reprefented, 
have ufually an Altar with Fire upon it, or however an Eagle 
taking its Flight into the Air, and fotnetimes two Eagles ^. 

A Certain Emperor being asked, what he had done to 
merit an Apotheojis? He anfwered. He had always Jiudied to re-- 
Jemble the Gods. And being afked again. In what did he endea- 
vour to be like them? He anfwered. In having as few Wants 
as pofjible of my orwn^ and doing good in the mofl extenjrve Way to 
others. 

There is no Place fo remote in the World, but has been 
polluted with this monftrous Idolatry, of worfhipping Serpents. 
The northern Hiftorians tell us, the People of Lithuania in Po^ 
land worfliip'd Serpents ; and 'tis not long ago, fince that grofs 
Idolatry was abolirfi'd, of which Sigifmund Baron oi Herberjiein^ 
gives us this memorable Story, viz. 

—Returning, fays he, from Majfovia near Wtlna^ my 
Hoft acquainted me, he had bought a Hive of Bees, from one 
of thefe Serpent' Worjfnppers J whom with much ado he had per- 
fuaded to kill the Serpent, and worihip the true God : Within 
a while after coming that Way, he found the poor Fellow mi- 
ferably tortured and deformed, his Face wrinkl'd and turn'd awry; 
and demanding the Caufe of it, he anfwer'd, viz. 

T^HA T this Judgment was infliSled upon him for killing his 
God, and that he was like to endure heavier Torments if he did 
not return to his former Worfhip. Which brings to my Mind 
a Paflage in one of the Fathers, relating to the Carthaginians^ 
who having been compelled by Agathocles King of Sicily to 
leave ofFthofe horrid Sacrifices of human Viftims to Saturn, for* 
bore them a long time : But a great Calamity being brought 
upon them fordifufing thofe human Sacrifices; and to atone 
for their Negle<5t, they facrificed at once two hundred Children of 
the nobleji Families in Carthage -f-. 

Gg But 

* Herodian, who writ his Hiftory in 8 Books, from whom we have the Cere- 
monies of the Apotheofis of the Roman Emperors, Hb. 4. 

t Cum vidi eflent ab Agathocle regeSiculoruih,iracum(ibiDeum putavifle, itt* 
que ur diljgcntius piaculum folverent ducentos nobilium (ilios immolafle. La&an- 
t|us. Lib. i.Scft. 21. p.^7. Lti^d, Batjiv. 
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B u T to return to the Barm of the North, who adds, That 
ah his Time, the People in Samogitia^ Eaft of the Baltick Sea, 
did ftill piy divine Honours to a Serpent as a Deity .... Some of 
Chofe that inhabit the De&rts, adore a four-footed Serpent^ 
under die Name of Givofit. Few Families there, are without 
Serpents^ for their Dwn^ck Gods^ to whom they give more than 
ordinary Veneration, tho' at the iame time they prc^efs the Chri- 
itian Fakh ^, which ^agello their Prince received Anno Btmini 
1386. ibid. 

Th£ Englifi Cofeioerapher accounts for them thus, viz. 
*' l%e Roople anciently md Fire and Serpents for their Gods, , 
'' nourifhinz the laft in their Houfes, and keeping the other 
^ ^ontinaaliy bornine s the R-iefts of the Temple always adding 
♦* Pud, idiat it mignt not fail. The Veftal Fire was not kept 
** more carefully at Rome^ nor with greater Ceremony .... To ' 
•* this God, (whom they call'd. Lord of the Smoke^) they ufcd 
" to iacrifice young Pullets, to the other their Cocks -f-/* The 
Seed of this Idolatry is fo implanted in them, that 'tis faid, that in 
a Village of the King's, called Lovaniski^ their chief City, they 
do, to this day iMrJhip Serpents, ibid. 

T H e Lithuanians^ *m iaid, ador*d three Gods, Fire^ Wood^ 
and Serpents. The& laft wwe counted thek Guardian Gods. And 
accordmg to a cemin Hiftorian, this kind of fuperftitious and 
diabolical Worship continues yet in ibme Parts of the Kingdoms 
of Norway and Ve^olandia %. 

The Inhabkants of Prujia were foarbarous and wild in the 
higheft degree, having of old no manner of Religion, or next 
10 none, and firft began with theWorfhip of Serpents ||. There 
are Countries in the Indies^ iays Jurieu^ where Serpents are wor- 
fiiip'd to this day. 

A R IS TO PHANE S, in the Comedy entitled Plutus, ob- 
ferves that die Deity gave the Sign, viz. by bijing ; upon which 
two monftrous Dptgons fkip^ <ml of the Temple *^. 

When 

* Atlas Eurofiy p. 2((i. f Hf/Z/v^ Coftnogr. lib. 3. PofsrJf. 143. 
J CUms Msiuusj Archbifliop of Vpfsii Hiftory of the Goths. 
'** Erafm. Sielfa in the Antiquities of Prir^. Lib. !• 
f^ A&M ipaMdyT* ik th yfM. Fragmcoia p. 52. 
Dixcrac^c adjqis cum lubricus angutsab imis. 
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Wh £ w /Eneas facrificcd to the Manes ^ (tlic departed Soul) 
of his Father Ancbifes^ he faw a Serpent come out of his 
Grave, which he concluded to be either the Tutelar God of his 
Father, or of that Place, which was counted a good Omen. 

W E have an Account of fomc Priefts in jffta that expofe to 
publick View a Serpent in a brazen Vcflcl, attended with .a great 
Variety of Mufick. The Serpent appears in an crc6k Pofture, 
opens its Mouth, and inftead of a forked Tongue^ appears the 
Head of a beautiful Virgin ♦. 

NICHOLAS de Lyra makes mention of fuch another idle 
Conceit, viz. That the Serpent afTnmed the Face of a beautiful 
Maid, when it tempted Eve. N. B. In the German Bibles print- 
ed before Luther^ among other Figures may be feen that of a Scrr 
pent with the Face of a very handfome Maid. 

I N Abort, fo great was the Devotion paid to Serpents, that 
Pcrfons and Things were denominated from them : Yea, fome 
would be thought to procee4from Serpents, as the highcft De- 
gree of Honour. Cadmuis Companion was called a Serpent^ fp 
the Giant in Homers and a certain P!ro{rfi€t in Paufanias. 

I N the Primitive Church were an heretical Soft, called Ophites^ 
that is Serpents. In Cyprus^znd. about th^HelkJpmt^ were a certain 
People that went by the Name Serpent. So a Soothfeyer in Mef^ 
Jenia^ &c. But thefc came fliort of Alexamkr the Great ^ and 
Scipio AfricanuSy who were iaid to be born of<§€rpentSy which they 
look'd upon to be the brigbteji Injignia in their Efcutcheon \ but 
more of this Serpentine Pride in tne neset Chapter. 

I N fiich wonderful EAeem wer^ Serpmts among tbem^ that 
all manner of Creatures were called by Aeir I^nie, a$ Stars, 
Anknals, ^bnts» Trees, Herbs, Rivers, Stones, Iflands, Proverbs. 
.... NotmJig was accounted Divine and Grand, unlefi graced 
by a Serpent f. From this Divinity aicrib'd to Sb'peijts, Pbe^ 



reddet took occafion to make a Dimrtation concerning the Doty 
called O^ifr/wi, from 0^<r a Serpent:):. 

* Tbil,iblmtbttn. f Coomius <>cfner* ^ Euirbi Pnepant. Bvinj. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Contents. 
Reajbns for 'worjl^ipping Serpents^ Jeem to rife from Mifapplication 
offome Scripture Paffages : But efpecially^ i . From the Tri- 
umpbs of the Paradtjhic Serpent. Pagan Hijiory from Mofcs. 
In the primitive Churchy a Se£i of Chrifiiam worjhif d Serpents^ 
and faid the Serpent in Paradife was a good Creature. 2* 
From the miraculous Cures done by the brazen Serpent. Alexan- 
der affeBed the Honour of being begot by a Serpent ^ adord as a 
Gody by a Decree of the Priejis. 

WHAT Reafon can be affigned for giving religious Worjhip^ 
to Serpents ? I anfWer, 

I T is DO eafy Matter to find out the Original of Pagan Idola- 
try, having no authentick Records of thofe remote Times, there- 
fore Conjedtures, or nothing mud content the honeft Enquirer : 
Something may be offer'd, without going beyond our Depth. 
Before I proceed, it may be proper to obferve, viz. That Know- 
ledge fprung from the Sons of Noaby who doubtlefs inflruded 
their Succeflbrs in the Hiftory of the Creation, the Conquefl of 
Paradife by a Serpent, that introduced the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil upon Earth. 

Those whom we caW HeatbenSy at firft were Members of the 
true Church ; the farther Men went from the Spring, the Streams 
grew more muddy, and ftrange ConftruAions were put upon the 
fliftory of jtdam and Eve^ Noaby and his Progeny, which in pro- 
cefs of Time was metamorjphofed into a Narrative of Celeries and 
fabulous Gods. ^ 

So the Mofaick Hiftory of their Travels thro' the Wildernefs, 
and the Promulgation of the Law upon Mount Sinai y were ftrangc 
and ftupendous Events, that foon fpread over the Nations in fome 
Shape or other. 

In the Phenician Theology y we find the Creation deferibed, 
almoft in the Terms ufed by Mofes. Diodorus Siculus fays, the 
Antients liv*d upon Roots and Fruits. The Phenician Re- 
cords mention Vjoris, 1. e. Adamy the firft that wore Garments 
made of Animal Skins. The Vulcan of the Heathen was the 

T:ubal^ 
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Tubal-cain of Mofes^ {Gen. iv. 22.) the firft Artificer in Brafs and 
Iron : Plato ^ Atlanticus is a Fable founded upon the Hiftory of 
Noab'% Flood : The Fable of the Giants ftorming Heaven, is ta- 
ken from the Builders of the Tower of Babel^ as before: Yea,* 
fays i, Learned Father (after Numenius^ the celebrated Pythagorean • 
and Platoni/i) what is Plato but Mojes in an Athenian Drejs * ? 
But to be more particular, 

I. SATAN\ who condufted the War in Eden^ difplay'd his Art 
under the Form of a Serpent, which Mofes reprefcnts as a Creature 
of fuperior Wifdom, and Illuminator of Mankind. Now the 
Tradition, that thtfirji Serpent had not only the Gift of fpeaking, 
but of communicating Science, and had held a Conference with 
the firft Woman, to the vaft Increafe of her Knowledge, might 
at laft fwell to fuch a degree, that ignorant People might attri- 
bute to that Serpent, and her Race, a kind of Divinity ; and for 
this Reafon alfo, becaufe in the Perfedions of the Mind (he ex- 
ceeded our firft Parents, who being conftituted Governors of the 
Earth, muft be fuppofed to be furnifti'd with extraordinary Ac- 
compliftiments : But, fays Tradition, here is one who infufed 
greater Knowledge into them, and made them more wife; and 
they, for contefting with the Wifdom of the Serpent ^ were turned 
out of Paradife, and brdain'd tneir Dwelling to be among the 
Beafts of the Field. 

Surely, might the People fay, fo great a Being as this Ser*- 
pent merits our awful Regards. Now, how far fuch Thoughts 
mieht operate in thofe early days of Ignorance and Superftition, 
I deterniine not : The Serpent indeed, is iaid to be more fubtle 
than the Beafts of the Field, but not more wife than Adam and' 
Eve. .^ 

It is mem ftrange, to think that in the primitive Church there 
were certain Hereticks call'd Ophites^ took their Name from 
Ophis -f-, who worfliipped the Serpent that betrayed £w, and as- 
cribed all forts of Knowledge to that Animal, maintained 'twas a 
good Creature, and that our firft Parents were inftrudled by it to 
know Good and Evil Yea, they believed, *' the Serpent that 

" tempted 

* T( yap f c< ITAATtiv 4 M«#iic arruuXfitv* fluid enim ifi TlatOy nip M^fis qui loquitur 
Jittic^ ? Or, §imd enim aliud efi Piato^ quam Mofts Atticijfans i Clcmcniis 
Alexandrini Opera, Scrom. libi. Colonize p. 342. 

t A Qr9tk ward that fignifies « Serpent. 
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" tempted Eve was the Cbrifi^ who afterwards came down and 
" was incarnate in the Perfon of jfefus: That it was yejus^ but 
** not the Cbrifi^ that fufFcr'd ; for which rcafon they made all 
" Profdytes to their Sedl, to renounce J ejus */' If a Sedl of 
Chriilians fpeak after this manner, what idfeas muft the Heathen 
form of things ? 

O N E of the Fathers fpeaking of thefe Hereticks, obierves how 
they affirm'd, — Tij/ Wijdmn made it/elf a Serpent^-^-^hzA given 
Knowledge to Man, and that the Pofition of Man's Bowels, 
winding about like Serpents, fhews that there is in us a hidden 
Subftance that engenders the Figure of Serpents *f-. Surely thofe 
Fathers of the Church were Children in Underftanding, tHat gave 
way to fuch myftical Conundrums. Call them no moct Fat&rs, 
but Children of Antiquity. 

These Heretkks, in the Cbnfecration of the Eucharift, al- 
ways had a Serpent ready in a Booc, which they produced on that 
Occafion, making it come out by certain Charms, and lick the 
Bread, and havine kifled the fame, thev eat it %. Another Hifto- 
rian exprefTes it thus, viz. ^^ Wbtn tneir Priefts celebrated their 
*' Myfteries, they niade one of thefe Creatures to come out of 
^* his Hole, and after he had roU'd faimfeif upon the Things that 
^* wore to be ofier'd in Sacrifice, tliev iaid Jefas Cbrift had fandi- 
" fiedthem, and then gave them to the People to worihip them ||/* 
N. B. I don't apprehend how the Uarned Akkt makes tkem 
bring in the Name "Jejui here, a Name whk:h in the iuoM Page ' 
he fiiyi) they obligod their Profel3rtes to renounce. 

T H IS ftrange Superftition ieems to be derived from the Hea^ 
then, who at the Feaib of Baccbusy ufed to carry a Serpent^ and 
to cry, Eviay Evia ** ; And Evia^ (ays Clemens j^andrirms^ 
if it be afperated, Hevia, fignifies in the HebreWy a jfkmale Ser- 
pent. Dr. IJgbtfbot obferves, that there being no fiich Word in 
the Hebrewj Clemens muft mean the Cbaldee^ in which Hivia 
fignifies a Serpent. 

2, T H B Reputation gain'd by the Serpent in Paradiie, was heigh- 
tcn'd by the wonderful Cores done by the brazen Serpent in the 

Wilderncfs. 

♦ Calmt. 

+ Ifiwaus mJv. Hseref. (lib. i. czp.'^^.^^Jifbiam/erfeMfemfiiSjim'-) whofloa- 
rifti'd in the clofe of the 2d Century. 
t Bhigh, Index Heret. N Calmef$ W/kr. Diff. YA.il p. 6(8. 
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Wildernefs. As this ftrange Occurrence was capable of varioos 
GloiTes, fo it muft undergo difierent Conftrodions. The Brazem 
Serpent was brought to Canaan^ where 'twas kept in remembrance 
of the miraculous Cures their Forefathers had receired from it in 
the Wildernefs; and^ 'tis probable, the Ifraetites themfelres were 
the firft that paid divine Honours to it, and the Idolatry might 
begin in the days of the Judges ; others fay, under the Kin^ of 
Judab *. 

I T lay quiet there, until tbofe Days ^ the Children of Ifrael burnt 
Incenfe to it. That is, from die days Ifrael began to commit 
Idolatry, to the days of Hezekiab ; who, to prevent the Growth 
of that Serpentine Idolatry, brake in pieces the brazen Serpent that 
Mojh bad made, z Kings xviii. 4, 

The Sound of the ftrange Cures done by the brazen Serpent^ 
foon ipread over the foriaken Nations, who, obferving how the 
Wounded were healed by looking at it, conceived it to be a pro- 
per Infbumem to be their Mediator, and confequently a fit Objedt 
for their Adoration, when even the Wounded in IJr'ael^ by ad<« 
drefling to its Shadow, were healed. 

3. I T is moft probable, that the Adoration of Serpents by the 
Pagans, fprung from thefe two Fountains, 

The fVifdom vf the Serpent in Paradife, and the miraculous 
Cures done by the Shadow of a Serpent in the Wildernefs ; which 
were improved by the Devil to fecure his Honour and Intereft, 
who wanted not Prices to difplay the Glories of their Charadler, 
to make the Serpent honourable in the fight of his Vailals. From 
hence, ^ Egyptians^ PhenrcianSj yea moft Nations, did imagine 
the Serpent to have fome Divinity in its Nature, and for that 
reafen (as fainted before) honour'd it with &cred Homage ; this 
the Devil did, with a view to leflen Men's Efteem for the Al- 
mighty Creator. 

H £ N c £ alfo ibnM Men of fuperior Dignity have affe^d tb 
be efteem'd more dian meer Men, making this as an Areument, 
that they wtn^begotby Serpents, as we obiter ved already, mereforc 
I (hall onily add, viz. 

T H A T Alexander the 'Great, after he had taken Rhodes, Egypt 
and GUciM, addrefl Jupiter Hammon to know his Original, for his 

Mother 

* Jurieny vol. ii. from TUbU Khncbi, n^o Tiys ther burnt Incenfir to i;, fcotft 
the time ifae King? of Jitdah had corrupted themfelves . . . . « ht^m. 
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Mother Olympias had confeft to his Father Philips that Alexan* 
der was not begot by him, but by a Serpent of vaji Bulk ; wherc- 
. upon Philip was divorced from his Wife Olympias^ and Alexander 
was falutcd Son oiHammon^ and by Order of the Priefts, his Com- 
panions were enjoin'd to worfhip him as a Godj and not as a 
King, 

AL E XA ND E R.whtti he hadconquer*dDtfr/ai III. furnam'd 
Codomannus^ and was poffeft of the Perfian Empire, writ to the 
Grecians^ that they (hould decree him to be a God. Hereupon 
feveral Decrees were made : The Lacedemonians expreft their 
Compliance in this (hort Decree, viz. Forafmucb as Alexander 
would be a Gody let bim be a God. Thus with Laconick Brevity, 
fadiionable among the Lacedemonians ^ they humour'd and repro- 
ved the Pride of their King at once *. 

^yfi^i^O was of Opinion, that all gallant and heroick Men 
ihould believe themfelves, tho' falfly, to iffuc from the Gods .... 
that upon this Suppofition, they might attempt great things 
with moreCourage, and profecute them with more Ardency ; and 
tho' the Motive was but imaginary, yet might produce gloriogs 
EfFeds -f-. When Varro writ this, *tis probable he had Alexander the 
Great in his view. 

Such is their Opinion of their King in Cbinay that they think 
he is defcended from the Race of fome Demi-God, and fo adore 
him accordingly. They believe there is fome Divinity in his 
Blood, in fo much that he never marries any but his next Rela- 
tives, for fear of ftaining the Royal Blood :|:. 

Among the Antients, Serpents were Emblems of Power; 
therefore Epaminondas^ the brave Tbeban General, to encourage 
his Army again ft a powerful Enemy, brui/ed the Head of a Serpent 
before them as a Prognoftick of Viftory. 

Thus King James I. tho* the Dupe of all Chrijlendom^ fays a 
certain Gentleman, yet was the grand Idol of the Court-Clergy. 
That Pedantry which would have brought a School-Boy under 
the juft Difcipline of the Rod^ in him was reprefented by his pa- 
rafitical Preferment-hunting Ecclefiafticks, as divine Eloquence, 
and the Inipiration of the Almighty. . • . 

CHAP. 

• Etk^ AAi^jpoc AowAiT*! Qthi nvai Uo 0ik* ^liaoi varix Hift. lib. ii. c ip. xix. 
+ Ex Diisgcnitos^ Aki.de Civitate Dei. capr4. 
X Howefs Loudinofolis, p. 384* 
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CHAP. VI. 

Reajbnsfor *worJhtpping hurtful as weffhs ujeful Creatures; founded 

on a Notion of two eternal contrary Principles : T^ey believe God 

was goody and could not be the Author of moral Evil, therefore, 

franCd the Ditbeijlical Do5trine\ an Error ^ ^fpoufed by fome 

; primitive Cbrifians, confuted by the Sentence paji upon the Ser^ 
pent. Reajons for worjhipping different Species of Animals by 
the Egyptians. 

WHENCE arifes the Honouf given by Heathens t8 difFe- 
rent Species of Beings^ to the noxious and hurtful, as 
well as to the falutary and beneficent Tribe ? 

Probably, it might be from their obferving the Mixtures 
of Good and Evil in the vifible Creation, when as yet ih their 
infantile State of Knowledge : The reafon of this they could n« 
otherwife account for, but by giving into the NotioA of two difiinSl 
independent governing Powers j the one a good, the other an evil 
Genius : accordingly they worftiipped Creatures that were ufeful^ 
as being the Minifliers of the good Genius; and thofe that were 
hurtful they paid Homage to, out of fervile Fear, and to ingra- 
tiate themfelvcs into their Favour, In the Morning they wor- 
fhipped the celeflial Gods; in the Evening, the infernal: On the 
Plain they worfhipped the terrcftrial Gods, on Hills the fuperna- 
tural ; in Groto's and Caves, the infernal. 

His N c E it is they aflerted a Duplicity of Gods, viz. Two 
perceptive felf-exiftent Beings, one the Principle of Good, and 
the other of Evil. This Opinion originally fprung from aftrong, 
firm Perfuafion, That God was invariably Good, and therefore could 
not poffibly be the Author of the Evil upon Earth. Nor could they 
otherwife folve the Difficulty about the Entrance of moral Evil 
into our World, but by fuppofing another eternal fclf-exiftent evil 
Caufe. 

Y E A, fome among the primitive Chriftians fell into the Error 
of aflerting this Ditheijlical Dodlrinc ; that is, two felf-exiftent 
Principles in the Univerfe, to wit, a good Gody and an evil Demon. 
Thus the CerdoniteSy an heretical SeS, that fprung up in' the fe- 
cond Century, held there were two Gods} onti the Authdr of 

Hh all 
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all good, the other, of all evil Things. So the Marcionites held' 
two contrary Gods s and in the third Ontury, the Manicbees 
did the fame. 

Pjb-e haps, this might be one reafon why God paft Sentence 
upon the Devil ia the Serpenc> in the prefehce and hearing of our 
firft Parents, viz. to prevent the Error of imagining tMt there 
was any Principle of Evil^ which was independent upon the Al- 
mighty. The Sentence pad upon Satan in the Garfe upon the 
Serpent, was a Convidtion to Adam and Eve of his Dependency 
upon the Almighty Creator, before whofe Tribunal he now was. 
conflrained to appear, to receive the Sentence merited by thofe, 
who make a Lye, and tempt their Fellow-creatures^ to rebel, t 

9 

REASONS about the Adoratim of different kind of Animals 

bv the Egyptians. 

I F you afk, that if tney worshipped a Serpent^ why did they 
pay religious Honours to fo many other Beafts ? I anfwer. This* 
monftrous Idolatry begun in Egypt ^ aiid the firil occaiioa for it 
ieems to be this, viz. 

OS IR IS, a certain King of Egypty who reigu'd with great 
Equity and Mildneis, having divided his Kingdom into feveral 
diftind: Provinces^ appointed Prefidents over them^ and in their 
Baoaers he placed the Figures, or Pidlures of certain Animals, that 
bore fopie Similitude to the Peculiarities of thofe Countries, over 
which they were to prefide : Thus to the Governor, whoie Land 
was proper for Tillage, he defign'd an Ox in his Standard, ta 
which the Inhabitants of that Place paid a particular Veneration^ 
which in procefs of time was worihipped by the whole Nation,, 
for its Ufefulnef», and as the Symbol of Agriculture : Hence the 
Image of OJiris is fet off with Horns. 

The golden Calf which Aaron made in the Wilderncfi, and 
the Calves fet up by Jeroboam to be wor{hipped in his Kingdom, 
were an Imitation of the idolatrous Adoration, which the Egyp-- 
tians paid to their Bull Apis. 

That part of the Country^ in which was abundance of Wa- 
ter, the King fet a Crocodile (ai> amphibious Animal) in his Ban* 
ner, that was to govern there, which was had in high Venera- 
tion, efpecially in the City of Mira i and at laft the Crocodile was 
worshipped all over Egypt. 

WaERE 
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Where the Country abounded with Wood, a Dog was fixt 
in the' Governor's Standard, to which the Egyptians gavie no little 
Veneration, efpecially Sportfmen • ... as the Poet obferves *. 

That which gives fome colour to this Partition of OJfris's 
Kingdom, is^ ^[ that God ordained very near the fame thing to be 
•• obfervcd in the Encanjpments of the IJraelites^ when he divided 
** the twelve Tribes into four Bodies, and allotted to one of the 
^^ three Tribes, belon^ngf.to each Body, the Figure of an Ammal 
** to be placed in the Banners Thusj that of Reuben carried the 
** Figure of a Man ; that of Judah^ a Urn ; that of Dan^ an 
^* Eagle ; and that, of Epbraim^ an Ox f". 

After this tiiahner the Egyptian Monarch did place in their 
Banners the Figurds of certain Animals, which by degrees were 
ufh^r'dinto theirRe}igion and Temples. 

N.B. These Banriers . thus painted with different Animals, 
were fixt" iipon Polc^, l^stween their feveral Provinces, by whicK 
their Bounds were determined. Semiramis; being conquered by 
StauhBates^ Aiitiquity feigned (he was changed by the Gods into 
'8, Dove, the Bird of FenuSy which is the reafon why the Dove 
was wbrfhipped by the Babylonians^ and why they gave it in their 
Enfigh. ^ ./ , 

I GoKcLUBE thii'PiM'^ith fome Inftances, that afe^ivenof 
the Sottifhnefs of Pagdsns }n what they called religious Worfhip^ 
which indeed is almoft incredible, if they were not common, and 
well attefted.-:-— — The Egyptians did not only worihip variety of 
Beafts, but alio the Figures of them, as the Reprefentativts of 
their Gods; Each Citj^ and Diftrift entertain'd a peculiar Devo* 
tion for fbmc particuiar Beaiflror other, in honour of which they 
built Temples ; yea^ every one of the Pagan Deities had his own 
Beaft, Tree and Plaot cohiecrated to him. Thus the Pigeon was 
confecrated to Venus ; die Dragon and Owl to Minerva ; the Eagk 
to Jupiter j the Cock to Mfcuuipius and the Sun. This, fays Ju^ 
rieu, is the true Origin of the Egyptian Idolatry. Ibid. Who 
>adds. The Egyptians ailign'd to their Gods certain Animals, as 
their Repreientatitres, and being introdqced into the Temples^ 
as the Images were in fome Chriflian Churdies^ they at laft be- 
ll h 2 gan 

* Qm«^ t$ta coMim viweroMtMr, mm Oiawsm. Juvenal. Satir. XV. 
llie Doe whole Towat, Dimtn no» imptore. 
t Jwrkif^Crit.H^. voLu. 
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gan to worship them. This points out the Impiety of admitttng^ 
any fymbolical Reprefentations of Divinity into Places of publick 
Worfhip* 

Nothing more monftrous than the Divinity of the Pagans 5 
their Gods were innumerable. Every thing on Earthy in the 
SeOy in the Heavens^ yea, and in Heli, had their peculiar Gods^ 
l£ Egyptians^ who paft for the wifefl p^ , IVdortals,. paid religious 
Adoration to meer Animals^ not only to.,SerpentSy but Apes^ 
Wolves, yea, Dogs^ Cats, .... and to Vegetables, as Onions, 

Garlick what (hall we think of ftupid Nations, who had no 

Claim to Wifdom ? 

Even in Atbem (that celebrated Foiin^ff) of Light) were 
more Idols than in all Greece i yea,: fo nun^ro^ were jtheir Idolsj 
that they had almoft as nuny Gods as Men^. 

STH^BO^ Procopius^ and Ben j-onqs,;£iy\ the antient Per^ 

fians kept and worshipped their ./^/]^^/^/^jR^^ on Mount, w^Z^ri, 

a Branch of Caucafus. The Japomfe ^orfljiip the Devil^ and the 

Head of their Religion.js called Dairy, whpnx they wc^rihip as a 

God. AUai. 

I Should rather think the Ptrfians ador'd the fupremd. God,, 
under the Image of Fire^ by reafon 'tis iFire gives Motion to every 
f^ipg in Nature^ aQ4 tlrerefore tbfji^.^^if^F^itf^n Emblem. of Di- 
vinity:,/ • ; •; ..K; ^^-^.^ \ " : 

, The flehrews kept up the M/]Eire iti Xnt Temple^ and the 
Vejiah were appqintedjo keep t!he;4acrcd Fire of the Romansy 

VULCAN was worfhippcd aipong the An tients,, and partis 
culai?ly the ig^^ . 

.. Thk People of .<^^j|i^/cxoepd^(l{fppft Nations, in depreciating 
Divinity by; grois ^iyp^fUtVn3 -aij^.^ they. did xxol , err in 

woifhippi^g^ Mortab only, bift ;bey gaye Jtevcrence * to^ Bctafts^ 
Birds, lufeas^, winds; l^artli, Wat«r, Air, Fire, Plants, Gfr. 
whom R^odius Anaxamirides^ one of themfelves, derides in this 
«nanner: , . •, . ..^., -, . . . . • ; 

ft * 
f • • • . 

J facrifiu to \ Gcid, ^he Beef^ which you, a^r^e ; ; . 
. ,\\ I brgil fif Egyp^ii ^eJf^ ^whicb you as .Odd. impfore. . 

' ; . : ri ■ 2i« 

* Facilius ix)(ns~Dcum^ qiuaJ'homlntm invenirc. 
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Tou fear to eat the Flejh of Swine ^ I find it fiweet : 
Tou worjhip Dogs^ to beat them I think meetj 
When they my Store devour *.— — — 

Thus Juvenal^ another Heathen Poet, ridicules their reli- 
gious Fooleries : 

Ob happy Nations f which j of their ownfowing^ 
Have fiore of Gods^ in ev'ry Garden growing +. 

The Images of the Gods, iays Seneca^ are worfliipped y thefe 
they pray unto and adore, and while they greatly admire them^ 
at the fame time deipife the Workmen that made them :|:. Which, 
alfo Sedulius. their Poet fcojffs at, faying, Who worfhip Vani- 
ties • . . • deipife their own Maker ..... fear the Works of their 
own Hands. . .. What Madne&l'that Man diould ugly Shapes 
adore of Bulls, Birds, Dragons, the vile Half-Dog, or Half-Man^ 
on Knees for Aid* implore ||*— 

Yet among the Nations were fbm6 who thought it Impiety 
to reprefcnt their Gods by Images, as the Perfians^ Indian Bracks- 
mans, &c**. Yea, the Romans, for 170 Years, would not allow 
Images in their Temples, obferving.thc Law. of Numa. It waa 
Tarquinius Prifcus 'th2Lt followed the Vanity of thei Grecians (a. 
Nation of. all others, excepting Egypt, moft deluded by the old 
Serpent) ftt up the Images of their Gods, which even the Learned 
Varro bewailed and condemned. The Mahometans have a per- 
fedl Avcrfion to Images. The Jews hate all Images, will not al- 
low any in their Houfes, muchJefs in Places of Worfhip. But to. 
proceed: 

. The apoftate Indians worfliip both Gods and Devils, over 
which they acknowledge a Supreme, who fends forth other Dei- 
ties as his De^atiess which they think to be the Souls of good: 

Men J. 

* Bovcco'Colis, ego Deis mafto Bovem; 
Tu tnaxitnum anguiliam, Deum putas : ege, 
Obfoniorum credidi, ruaviffiinum9 
Carnes fuiilas, tu caves, at gaudeo 
His tmxim^. C^nem coliis, quern verbero.- 
. . Eden tern, ubideprehendo, force obfonmin, 
f Porrum & caepe nefas violate & frangqrc nu)rfu> 
Oh fandtas gences quibus hxc oarcumur in bonis 
Numina !-^— — Sat. xv. /. 8, 9, 10. 

( Simulachra DeorutD venerancur— — fabros qui ilJa fecerc, contccDnunt/. 

I Heu tniferi vana colunc ;-ut volucrem, turpemqueBoveiDy^coivumqqeDjnav 

donem^ fedi-hocninemque canerfi Tupplex homo proaus adofcc 
^'HofftMiait, de Ofiiins Imaginutn^ 
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Men ; and Devils, the Souls of the Wicked .... They imagine 
the Sun and Moon to be Gods ^ their Idols are rcprcfentcd as 
Monfters of the kind *. 

"In the Kingdom of Pegu in the Eaft, the People are excecd- 
" ing fuperftitious, and fcruple not to worship the Devil, whom 
they reckon the Author of Evil ; as they do God, of Good : 
And in all Calamities, their £rfl Addreiles are to the evil Spirit, 
for Deliverance 5 and they make Vows to him^ which they 
" perform upon their Recovery, with the Afliftance of their 
«* Priefts, whom they call the Devifs Fadier, and he direds them 
^* to make iacred Feafls with Mufick." Many of them run about 
in the Morning with a Torch in one Hand, and Rice in the 
other I pretending to give the Devil his Breakfaft, that he may 
not hurt them that Day. Others at their Meals, throw part of 
what they have over their Shoulders, to feed him, before they 
eat any themfelves. Ibid. p. 662. 

A T T^avay in that Country, they replenifh their Houfes with 
Viftuals, and leave them for three Months, that the Devils may 
dwell and feed there, and be favourable all the reft of the Yean 
ibid. They have a fort of Monks called Talapoins^ who endea- 
vour to root out this Devil- Wor^ip, but without efied:. 

The Arujpices^ were an Order of Priejis among the antient 
Remans^ who pretended to foretell Events, chiefly by infpeding 
the Entrails ol Beafts killed in Sacrifice . . ^ . Birds, and celefti^d 
Appearances. CalOy who was one of the Augurs^ conicious of 
their impious Politicks, ufed to fay, He wonder^ htnv one Priefi 
could look at another without laughing in bis Face. Thefe Augu- 
ral Priefts made a College, or Community ; they bore an Augural 
Staff or Wand, called hitum^ made in form . of a Crozier^ or a 
Bifhop's Staff, or Shepherd's Crook, as the Enfign of their Office 
and Authority— —And what is moft ridiculous is, that no Affair 
of Moment could be refolved upon, without firft confulting thefe 
holy Cheats ; and their Advice, be what it would, was by a De- 
cree of the Senate appointed to be exadtly and religioufly obierved« 
Ornitbomancy^ or Divination by Bir^s, was, among the Greeks^ 
the fame with Augury among the Romans. 

At Angola and Congo in the Eaft-lndies^ wooden Idols, re- 
iembling Negroes, are ere^ed in the midft of their Towns, which 
they <laily worfhip. 'Tis their Belief they are never fick, but 

when 

* Aflat AJia^ page 661. 
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wben tfieir Idols are angry with them ; therefore to appeafe them, 
they pour at their Feet the JVine of Palms. They wa(h, paint, 
and new cloath their Dead, and bury with them Meat, Drink, 
ajid fbme of their Goods, and fprinkle the Grave with the Blood 
of Goats. Th^ir Priefls are in fughi high Efleem, that they think 
Plenty and Famine, Life and Deaths are in their power *. 

The old Inhabitants of Virginia believed many Gods, but 
one prindpally, who made the reft .... and that the Woman 
was made before the Man, and propagated by the Help of one 
of the inferior Gods. The Natives are Antbropomorpbites, giving: 

to their Gods the Forms of Men When they go abroad,. 

they carry their Gods about with them, and in Matters of Doubt 
afk Counfel of them. Much of their Devotion confifts in howl-- 
ing and dancing about Fires^ with Rattles in their Hands*. 
S^re^ Whether this Cuftom be not the Original of Caftanets of 
Snappers in Dancing -f- ? 

Another Inftance of monftrous Degeneracy, we have a- 
mong the PbenicianSy who offer'd yearly Sacrifices to Saturn of 
young Infantti and in the Temple of VenuSy pradifed not only 
Whoredom, but the moft unnatural Sin of Sodomy alfo \ yea,, 
by the Laws of their Religion, were bound to proftifiute their 
Daughters to Venus^ before they married them : In their Temple 
the Women who refufed to be (haved, were obliged to yield up 
their Honour to Strangers for one day. 

I N the Country, now called New Spairr^ the old Inhabitants 
would neither eat nor drink, till they had caft towards the Sun, 
Ibme part of their Food j nor would they fmell a Flower, with- 
out throwing up in the Air fome Leaves of it, thereby acknow- 
ledging the Gods to be their great Benefadlors : Tho' this be ri- 
diculous, yet having an Air of religious Gratitude, it is com- 
mendable. Among other Idols ador*d at Mexico, they had one 
called Vitziliputzliy placed in an azure colour'd Chair, witlvS/r- 
penfs Heads at each Corner. 

Yea the Pagans, to authorize their own Crimes, and juftify 
their vicious Lives, have conftituted licentious, drunken, vicious^ 
Gods, Gff. Inftances of this kind we have in their religious In* 
ftitutions, as the Saturnalia of the Romans^ which were Feafts 
fiicred to the God Saturn : This Feaft was obfcrved in Dec ember ^ 

at 

^ Sec TurcBst^ f UiuUuU h Pirchss. 
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at iirft kept for one day, then for three days, and afterwards for 
{tven days. So facred was this Feftival, that while it lafted, no 
Criminals were to be executed, no War to begi/i .... And yet at 
the fame time, a San(^on was given to univerfal Debauchery j all 
Rules of Virtue and common Decency were intirely baniflied^ and 
all things run into a wild Scene of DiftraAion and Lewdnefs^ and 
all this under the Umbrage of doing Honour to their Gods*. 

The fame Game was aded in the Lupercalian Feafts, inftitu- 
ted in honour of the God Pan (under the ihape of a Goat) whofc 
Priefts, on the Morning of the Feaft, ran naked thro* the Streets, 
ilriking the married Women they met, on the Hands and Belly 
with Straps cut out of GxHits Skim^ which was held an Omen, 
promifing Fruitfiilnefs, and happy Deliveries. 

I Shall only add the Bacchanalian Feafts, celebrated in ho- 
nour of Bacchus, the God of Wine, and Mafter of the Revels; 
fometimcs called Orgia -f-, from a Greek Word that fignifies Anger 
and Rage, becaufe in the Celebration of it, People afted in fo raging 
and furious a manner, as if they had been abfolutely diftrafted. 
Thefe religious Feafts were not only encumbered with a great num- 
ber of Ceremonies, but attended with mod notorious DiiTolutenefs; 
for Men and Women met at thctn, all naked, except their Heads 
and Hips, that were fhadcd with Vine Leaves. 

The Women, who w^re inftalled Prieftefles, during thisFeafl:, 
ran thro* the Streets, and other Places, cover'd with Tyger's Skins, 
Scepters in one Hand, and Torches in the other, howling and roar- 
ing out the Praife of Bacchus, with Hair diftievell'd, dangling about 
their Shoulders. They were calPd Mcenades from their Madnefs, 
Tbyades from their Rage, Baccba from their Intemperance. 

The Poets tell us, that in the Bacchanalian Train, were a 
Croud of Nymphs and Naiades, a fort of Heathen Divinities 5 fomc 
crown'd with Ivy, their Hair loofe, and intermixed with Snakes, 
clothed with the Skins of Beafts, and girt about with large Serpents, 
and running frantick in the Woods and Mountains. 

In ftiort, their facred Games, Feftivals, and Sacrifices, were 
little more than drunken Banquets, nofturnal Revels, tumultuous 
Dancings, all wild, ridiculous and cxtravagani. 

• Uro die ... . trium dierum .... feprcm di-Tuni Bellucn fumcrc ncfas ha« 

bi um^ — -"^Mi^^roiii opera, Londinr, A. D. 1^94.. p. 155, 16c, liJi. 
t "O^i- 
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jfCO NT I A Serpent, (the Figure, Plate 4 j) why calPd a flying 
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Adder ; fee Viper, (the Figure, Plate i .) 
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Amodytes Serpent, defcrib'd, ■ 

Amphisbana^ a two-headed Serpent, defcrib'd. 
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America^ 
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Animaby turn'd into Gods by Pagans^ 
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jlpoUoj catechised for his dubious Anfwcrs, — 77 

His She-Prieft, ^ ibid. 

jipotbeofisj or Eteification dcfcrib'd, > 223 

jijp^ (the Figure, Plate 2,) defcribcd, > ^^ 

ItsFordight, ■ ■ 60 

A Poem on the Afp and its Poiibn, ■ ^ ■ 6 1 

Highly venerated among the Egyptians^ ■ 70 

jittatigatus Serpent, ■ ■ 134 

B. 

Bajilisk Serpent, (the Figure, Plate 3.) defcrib'd, —— 78 

^ why caird King of Serpents, ■ yg 

{African^ Plate 3.) 
Battle of the Gods •^— _— 212 

BeeSj (the Figure, Plate 5.) their Sagacity, great Geometricians, 8 

^— r Their Sting defcrib'd, \ ■ . 148 

Birds^ why fpme here only in Winter, and others only in Summer, 7 
Biobi^ or green Serpent defcrib'd, » 103 

Bibera Serpent, ' - 107 

Bit in Serpent, ■ ■ 137 

Blowing ^rpcnty ■ ^ — 130 

Boignacu Serp^^nt, very beautiful, '* — 106 

Boytiapua Serpent, ^ « ' — — 108 

' An Inflxument of Conjuration, .loy 

Bomjhake Serpent, ' » 1 09 

Boicupecanga Serpent, prickle-back'd, •^— no 

Boitiapo Serpent, ■ ■ —— — — ny 

Brocket de Torre, or Land-pike, i ■ 1 24 

Brim/lone Sndke, — ■ ' 130 

C. 

Cabiri, characterized, • * ■■ 8 1 

Caudifonant, or Ratde-Snakc, (the Figurc^rlHate 7.) defcrib'd, 9 1 

— — Its Wounds and Cures, -^^r^ — » 92 

Camelion, (the Figure, Plate 5.) defcrib'd ; the reafbn why it appears 
in a change of Colours, ■ 96 

— — • Why call'd a living Skin, ■ — 97 

Canina Serpent, defcrib'd, ■ — — — 103 

— ' — A Domeftick Animal, ■ ica 

Caminana Serpent, ■ . —» 108 

Carapobeba^ ^ m % 122 

Cacilia 
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Cacilia Serpent defcrib'd, why called blind, — 80 

Cencris Serpent defcrib*d, why call'd miliary, ■ 80, i 

Cerajles, (the Figure, Plate i.) deicrib'd, the Executioner of Juftice, 

54. 5 
Ceylon^ a Land of Delights, ■ ■ 113 

Cevhnic Hotambaia Serpent, m ■ 115 

Chickens^ produced by artificial Heat, — — — 6, 147 

Cbajiity conjugal^ how try'd, ■ ^^ 

Charming d Stv^nts^ various InAances, 62, 3 

» of Rats, a remarkable Inftance in Germany^ "^^S 

— ^— — of Serpents, by a Wand, ■■ 65 

Cbeeje^ an odd Cuftom in Antiquity about it, — — 129 

Chicken Snakt^ ■ ■ 131 

Cherubims^ Emblems of Mercy and Juftice, — — I75> 6 

Chrijf% Eteith, publifh'd before that df Adam^ -—— 1 80 

Cleopatra^ her own Executioner by a Serpent, ■ ■ 34, 60, 61 

Clothe wafli'd in Fire, — — — p^ 

Cobres Capeilos Serpent, defcrib'd, ■ r qq 

Colour Green, why hated by the Turks ^ »■ > 108 

— Blue, why hated by xhtPerJianSy ■ 109 

CordyluSy a noxious Reptile, '■ ' — 121 

Cfar« Snake, ' n izg 

Crocodile^ (the Figure, Plate 5.) defcrib*d at large, — 118 

■ ■ eats Stones, r _. ibid. 

■ venerated in Egypt ^ ' ibid. 

■ the occafion of a War, > ibid. 

■ a Judge of Controverfies, ■ 119 
>■ the manner of deflroying it, ■ j2o 
-■ Symbol of the Ekity, - 1^3 
Creation^ a Poem, — — — " ■' 162 

Cuckold^ its Origin, ■ ■ -— ^ ^^ 

Cuciow Spittle, Gra(hq)pers hatch'd in it, — 108 

Cucurijubay a Serpent inonArous, ■ no 
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DarknefSy the Deftrudlion of Colours, ■- 7 r 

Damons explained, ■ ■ — 20 

i)^/ador'd, ' ■ ■ 236,23 

Di/iempers cur*d by manual Touch, — * 5^*7 

Dtp/as Serpent, defcrib'd 3 its Wounds bring, incurable ThirA, 85 

112 Dogs^ 
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fuperlour to Men in thfc $«mgp of $ixi6lHng> 

the manner of Sei^Uon phUoibphicaUy f9CpIain*4» tt- (^ 

Prcrvideoec vUidicatod in tiut cdau^, -^ ^ 

JDopon Serpent, __ 133 
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Dragon, Pythmm, Guardian cf the De^kk 0«cte, -^ /&u/, 

Dragms^ Gu^dians of Treafurcs, >^ i p iph > 91& 

-.--.^ winged, drfcrib'd, (the Fig^uc, PbtQ t,) r-n^ 192 

- — ~- Mthiopian^ (the Figure, Plate 2.) 

Drtiina Serpent, defcrib'd, ■ M ' liim n n 83 

E. 

Eagles^ how they takq their Prey, 1 u^u f 145 

Ecatotb, or Serpent of the Wind, 135 

Eggs^ the reafon of Propagation by tbttn, •«»* 5 

tlie Method wonderful, m"^M im? 11^/4?, 
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j5^^, Symbol of the World, » mi » ■ l i ■ ! 6 

£^l^i hatch'd in Oens, the Young-ones gonerally imperfoft, ikid. 
myfterious Egg. 
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Egg^ a iurprizing Compound, 'y m 1 nH< ia8 

— ^ the White of it a moft fingular Menflruum, -— • itid. 
• how reduc'd to the likenefs of PoiioQ, '^rryr ibid. 



J^gypfianSy a People of Contradidion, " "^'^' j ^ 60 

whipped their inattentive God^ •w 60 
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Elfphantta Serpents, why fo calVd, miuu i n .■- ■ S6 

Ekps Serpent, (the Figure, Plate 3.) deifirib'd, frw 84 

Elephants^ CreatAir^ di great Bulk, ' m ■ 84 

fubged to Refentment, Inftances of it, w 87 

a Battle betwixt them and Serpents, -»nT!f-. 9 1 
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Ethetulla Serpent, — 1 1 3 

Evcy how fhe came to converfe with the Serpent, — - 174 

her Convert with it befope the AcoMXQt mM^S very problfak, 

177 

a Negative would have preferv'd her foftocence, -^nprr ly^ 
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F^itb, the Magnet of A^^ip^ns, lui im i M 64 

J^a/pinatiag Eyes, ^' .i.-i^f^. 4* 

F^, how they breathe in Water, -^rrw i 

^fr^, ador'd, — ; -rrr |iHj ?it^ 

f)jj>l^rtf/r, their firft Inl^tutipn, tt — mw- ip^ 

p. 

Operation equivocal e?cploded, ■ iw.h ' m i » 4 

^^fghujawa Serpent, >*wt a.»;,i im 1 14 

Qixaupiagara Serppot, ■' "w a ' . b -v. la^ 

Q^Moi^eSy - ■ * l?4 
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^ W^inwtP Tilings turp'd \m tbi?ra, -r -rrr ^97 

^94deJJeSy Women transform'd into them, 206 

Qifl(len Calf, 
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^^/d? di Canty a fOrtiaiUr Account of it, 

i ^ I \ Experiments made in it by IV^. ji^idj^qj^^ 

Qrqtto de i Serjd, ji rq^ft^kaj^e fu^tejr^ppus pjiv^r^, a^ {f pfpij 
for particular Difeafe^ . " ji ujM/r 38 

Qrq{ind RattlcrSnake, - >., ■? iz^ 

Griffin defcrib'd, ■ — 145 

Guakuy or Lyboya Serpent defcrij^'d, one of the moft monftrous, 

^or^i Serpent, ■ ^ I3§ 

Hf^thens, their F.ii^ons about PunKhnpkenjts la \iji^ 777? 49 

rr-^^' thfif QfiWion ?^Vit Jtlea^fep, — -? £9 

J^reditary Right, the Title, how try'd, 
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Hemorrhous^ (the Figure, Plate i.) defcrib'd $ its Wounds force the 

Blood out thro' every Pore of jhe Body, ■ ej 

J^rfe-TaJly a Turkf^ Standard, the Original of jt^ tt of 

Jjff</<r</, qf Monlfc3erpent, ... „'. r ii 

^rn Snake, = . — - 121 

j^rw/, (the Figure, Plate 7.) ikfcrib'd, umu < ^ 14$ 

l^drusy or Water-Snake, .^.*u^.j.,i ^26, 141, ^ 
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I. 

^aponiam^ their way of punUhing Chriftians^ — . 

^araraka Serpent, defcrib'd, ■■ 

^acore Lizard, 

%ara Serpent, defcrib'd, ■ ' 99 

lUtoiaca Serptnt^ (the Figure, Plate 4.) dcfcrib'd, — * 102 
Ibibaboca Serpent, defcrib'd. 

Ibizacoan Serpent, Cure of its Wound very fingular, •»-< 106 

Jib/tf/ry, the Originalof it, ■ 197 

■ — more ancient than Imagc-Worfhip, — 198 

■ ■ ■ the Incentives to it, — 199 

Jebcya Serpent, — — 108 

Images^ why Lab an call'd them Gods, — — 203 
Ifkiian Prince, a very remarkable Saying of his about Spanijh Cruelty, 

Infe&s^ little, great Executioners^ — — 139 

■■■ various Inilances, ■ < t ibid. 

/^2^i2;7;7tf Serpent defcrib*d, — 102 

Iron^ one of the hardefl Metals, yet the moft brittle, 130 

Ifrael^ why punifh'd by Serpents, — — - 188 

■ why puniQi'd by fiery Serpents, > ■ ■ ibid. 

K. 

Kakaboya Serpent, — — 106 

Kif^dom won by an Heroick Anfwcr, 58 

Kif^ Snake, — - — 129 

— — Saflies made of its Skin, ibid. 

Koko Serpent, a Reprefentation of the French Monarch, 58, 9 

Kukuruki Serpent, defcrib'd, 99 

L. 

Lancajhire Beauties, > 69 

Lacertus vtridis^ or greep Lizard, ■ 121 

Zr^i -^w/f J Serpent, — — . 12? 

Les Roquet Serpent, ■ ■ ibid. 

Light J how the Senlation of it is produc'd, ■ 71 

■ all Colours depend upon it, ■ ■ ■ 71 
Lmg black Snake, ■■ — 127 

M. Magical 
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Afo^/Vj/ Balls, ' — — 46, 

Magick Art, the Original of it, > 61 

■ its Degeneracy, ■■ ' . . 68, 9 

-:— — furprizing Inftances of magick Wit, — — * 69 

Magick ^^y •- ^ ^ — ibid. 

Magicians^ St. Matthew^ wife Men in their time, 1^^ 70 

Manima Serpent, monflrous, — — — i j x 

Malcargbeta Serpent, ■ 113 

Malpopon Serpent, , — ibid. 

Manballa Serpent. ■■ -* 1 14 

Maboujas^ - ■ 123 

■ an Emblem of the old Serpent, — — — 1 24 

Macacoth^ an horned Serpent, ■ 132 

Marine Dragon, or Serpent, » 143 

Men^ Giants and Pygmies among 'em, \ 6 

Mexico^ two unparaiTel'd Inftances of Cruelty, one by the Mexican^ 

the other by Spanijh Priefts, — 100, i 

Milk^ its wonderful Nature defcrib'd, ■ 128 

MithridatCy the Original of its Name, 40, 5 

Monoxillo^ or mucronated Serpent. ~ 137 

Muik Serpent, - — n 6 

Muik Rats, and Musk Cats, ■ ■ * ibid. 

Musk^ a ftiort Account of it, ■ 116, 17 

Mufick^ its wonderful EfFedls on the Mind and the Body in fevcral 

remarkable Inftances. — • 156 to 160 
— — Conjeftures about medicinal Cures by it, 164 

N. 

Natrix Torquata Snake, (the Figure, Plate 5.) — * 142 

Nintipolonga Serpent, — 114 

Noya Serpent, 90 

O. 

Objidian Stones, Lopking-Glafles made of tliem, -— 105 

Opiunty the Darling of the Turks^ — 21 

Orators^ as well as Poets enthufiaftical, -— 64 

Oracular Anfwers, various Opinions about them, — - yy 

Otus Serpent, ~-r — — - 133 
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Pdretis Serpent defcrib'd, —— 

Paper ^ that is incombuftible, — — — - 

Parrot^ a rational Dialogue betwixt it and Prince Maurice^ 
pArthianSy the beft Fighters when retreating, 
Paradife^ Self-deYiial a Duty there, — 

^ Threatnings necemry there, — -=- 

Pugan Fables founded on the Writings of Mhfis^ 
Ptrfian Kings, their Recipe For an ealy Death, 
People^ without Fraud, — -i- 

i — ^ have no Name Tor it^ — --- 

Pimbera Serpent, defcrib'd, 

Phtto, his Attendants and Executioners cover'd with Snakes, aslhe 

Harpies y Furies^ Cerherus^ Cbimaray — 47, 4?; 4^ 

Pvifon, vegetable Iriftances of it, •— ^9>2o 

— — Mineral, various Inftances ki Damps firpm Cbpptr, Mfercuiy, 

Tin, Lead, — — 22,23 

^ Animal, Debates about the Sfeat of it in Serpents, 26, 7 

jxperi 



m 



Ham Oliver^ bit by a Serpent j Lichen Cinereus Terrejfris, Fe- 
lice Treacle, and feveral Vegetables, &c. — ^5>a 3^> 3 ^> ^45 
• one Drop of it a Match for a Sea of Blood, — 32 

. when not dangerous, >■ 33 

- exhauftible in Serpents by quick repeated Ads, but fbon 



recruited, — — — 35 

Pi>etical Apolo^ for a Sot, — — 73 1 4 

JPi?/bw^^ Serpent, defcrib'd, * ■ ■ -— 9^, 
PrieJiSy their Genius for Cruelty. See Mexico. 

P ruffians 2in^ Lithuanians^ Serpent- Worftiippers, — 226 

R. 

iJi«/(?-Snake. Fid. Caudifonant. 

iJ^^-belly Snake, ■■ ■ ■ — - 126 

jR^^-back Snake, ^ 127 

Ringers adbr'd, -^ ^-^ 2 lO 

Rubetarian Serpent, — — --. 143 

-t — — loud and pretty, •— -^ ibid. 

8. Sandals^ 



INDEX. 

• - ^ • 

s. 

Sandals^ ufcd by the Ladies, '■■ ■ — 208 

Salamander J (the Figure, Plate c,) deicribed, ' ' 92 

— — - ho\y laid to live in tne Fire, — • — 93 

■ Coruim^s Experiment upon one, ■ 94 
Salamander's Wool, * ^ ' 95 

■ Shrouds made of it for Kings, ■ 95 

Satan^ why puniih'd under the Figure of a Serpent, — — 185 

Scorpions^ (the Figure, Plate 7,) Countries deftroy'd by .them, as in 

Mtbiopia, Amycla a Town in Italy, Pefcara an ancient Qty in 

J^afy, India, ■ ■ 45, 6 

"■'■ their various Kinds^ Sizes, and malignant Nature, — 87, 8 

■ the Perjians curfe by them, ■ ■ ■ 88 
Scytale Serpent, (the Fieure, Plate 2,) dcfcribed, 70 

■ an Aggregate of charming Colours, ■ 7 1 

Scohpendra, (the Figure, Plate 5,). ■ 151 

Serpents^ e^neral Deicription of them, ■ 2 

'■ ■ their Mode of Propagation viviparous and oviparous, 4, 5 

' their Sagacity, with regard to their different Lodgments, 

6,7,172 

' during Winter, flecp with open Eyes, ■ ■ 7 

7—— their Enemies, viz. Eagle, rfsiwk. Stork, Ibis, Ichneumon, 

Magaure, and ibme Vegetables, ■ ■ 10, ii 

Duft, not their original Food. A moral Reflection upon 



it^ ■ ■ r » ■ '"-^ 12 

m^ their Food, which they fwallow whole, ■ .12, 13 

— — « their Size, ibme monftrous, others remarkably fmall, 13, 

, . , ^ 14, 15,. 16, 146 

■ their Apparatus for Motion curious, ' 17 

■ their Skin an elegant Compofition, ■ 1 
of Special Service to Mankind, of great Ufe in Phyiick, 



various at home and abroad, — — » 36, 7 

the common Food of many Nations in Europe, Aha, A- 



frica, Americay . . . * 38 to 40 

■ Inffauments of divine and human Vengeance, 

■ Jewijh Camp infefled with them, ■■ 44 
VidiCNry gained by them on Sea and Land, — 46 



Serpent y its Contdft with St. Paul, ■ ' ■ 44 

Kk Sepsj 



I 

I 

i 



I Ni i9 6^ A 

Seps^ (the Figure, Plate i,) why call'd the putid Serpent, ■ 58 

Serpens Lidicus Corona f us, ^ ^ . » . - . 1 1 ? 

Serpens 'Tutorius, —7- '' ' *■■■ ■' ' -^^^ ^' j 13 

rKt^S^^Serpeht, (the f^giire, Plgte «:) . . 
'Serpent de Boa, " — ■»■■ i ^ ^ r-'tj^W ^;;^^ - ^j^ji 

• ^ TVIiRrefs of Sertekts. Y thfe Fimire; '^'^ 




144 



'Serpent, an ffccoSntof a remarkablelDne in hancdjhire^ •'•'-' ■ 144 
""Skrpeht in Pafadife, various Opihions ibotit it, . ~"' " > ' * f53 

' ^ American Serpent, (the Figure, IH^^.) \ .. * 

Serpent bmTen, •' ' i^-"--^^-^ ' >V^-' ;, ^ ^ -- • - 10 r,^ 

• _-' prefi^u r^d ^ Chrift ; • - 1 j^t (,....] ;. r3 . ^V. ,'^ ; ^^^^ 

j-^-^-^i — Ifrqel^ whv cured by it, . ^~^^— — '. ^ ^ ■■ ^95 
Serpents, iht Addratibn 6f*them, ' ' ■'' ' " ^ ■' ' •5"i6t6"227 

'^•^^ Reafons Ipr that Woiihlp, • ^ ■ -' i ' , i -228 

-^ Worftiippers 6f 'dm amdn^ Chriftians. ■ ' ' i^^'^ ■ 'i2b 



ici 



^iST^r^'zi^-Serpent; li-i. . ^'^ -- . ' ^ 

^^china defcfiFJ; ? -^ ■" *-i^ '* ' *'' i>^'- . . t^y 

'■^Silence, a PytKiagofick Rudinient, -^ ^ n''^' ' '"^ ' ? ■ 1*1*2 

;; the Safety of r^/r/V^, -i*-^^-* ^ " ['''.^ ^' '1T2 

5/», its firft Entrance, '^^ t * ' • ■■ '"' ""'-' ''" T63 

iS7^(?/>, ajiving Death, , — \ ^ — r-r — :— , 70 

\S«^>f^ "common, (the|1gtire> Plate '4l)''dfcfcHb*(L - ^^ \^ 8*5 

•'^/^^rj, (the Figure, Pbtc*5;)' , ^&;^* ^ .^ 

•X-.^ Black, XtheTTgure, Plate 4,) their «t>itelKin^.^i^4 49 

j--^ their Autumn Webs, '- i^^*^ * --^^ — . 150 

• American y • .. . . 150 

'iJ/f///V, i- ■ - -' • — ^^-li--'' -" "••••'- ':• ■• r23 

•.Si-a/'/^/'Serpeilt^ ' • ' ■• " . ^ »" ' ' '^^-^ ■ ■ 1 '^ o^'f* "r "36 
S^>* li^ : . -ia livifag Loadftooe. as defcrib'd by fome,. . . 136 

'i«» arid "Mbon, chief Dcitids of the Pagans^ ' ' ■>" 269 

"^iJwtf/Bi SnaKes, — ^ ■ ,i--^ ' -^^-^^ ': i^szz-ae 

..-. ■ .1 ■ ;■)...-: >. ..■' r.-r... l.M • " — ^ 

» - r 

■■ * ■ . ^" ■' ' . 100 



Ttf/'^r/'^fl Serjjdnt, — i- — - 

'^¥Ji^/zj«a;w Serpent"/' : "''' T". t: '^.i-i:^; '* '■ 121 

Tara^uirOy -*■= ^— ~ " ■ "'•'; '.'" ■ '/*' ^ ^* ill 

TaraquicoAycurai^a Scr^nt^ '"''': )'; \' ' ■ ^ - ini2 

•■^tf/)drytfAr/» Serpent, ' ■ ''^•■•' '•--• - "'.; ''^^i^JaiiUj, -Qy 






I K D E 5^. 

^apayaxln Serpent, the Fmrid oi Man, ■ ■ - > ■ » ■ ■■■! rn 
^a^acolin Strpcnty of the Toad kind, ■ ■ ■ ■ 13.8 

9\me and traftabte Seq)ent, 1 •— • i^ 

^^anfUh^ (the Figure, l^late^,) its Poifon and Cure bjr Mtrfiek-, 
the Manner how, ■ ■ 151 to 155 

Teutblacokanquiy in Mexico^ call'd the Fortrefs of the Serpents, cie- . 

TetzawhcoafI Serpent, ■ — — — 104 

Terpotnongo Serpent, ■ .___. >■ 1 1 1 

■ a Symbol of Friendftiip, ■ • ibid. 

TejugnacUy » ■■ ' ■ 121 

Tejunhana Strptnty — — — • 122 

Tetzancoatby or the rare Serpent, — — 139 

Terapbim^ explain'd, ■ » ■ 202 

Tleora^ or T^/^^^ Serpent, -■ ■ ■ ■ 140 

— an Inhabitant of the Motmtains; -^ 141 

Toadsy as large as Cats and Dogs, ■ ■ ■ 138 
Tzicatlinan Serpent^ — — . ■ ■ 132 
.— - the Darling of the Ladies, ■ Hid. 

V. 

Vegetation J none without Air, ■ ■ ■ 3 

Vegetables, deep in Winter, ■ ' ■ 7, 8 

■ worfhipped, , -f - 212 
VeSiiSy r ■ ■ 131 

Vipers, different from the Snake, ■ » i 52 

— — — a Battle betwixt one and a Magpye,, ■ ^2 

— Battle betwixt one and a Dog, ■ c ^ 

— — dont eat afrcr they are takehj ■ ^3 

Viper a Indie a Tricolor Major ^ .——— ■ 112 

Viper a Zclanica Minor, Maiulis ffleganter Variegata^ 112 

TJniJon, its Wonders. ■ ■ — — . 1 60, i 

W. 

Wajps, (the Figure, Plate 7,) defQrib'd, 148 

Wepelon Serpent, ' ■ u — -* i j r 

Woman witn two Horns, — — ■ c^ 

Women warlike, — _-^- —_.«-«, 



-—— — ■ ■ 129 

- the hard Condition of their Marriage, — — — ibid. 

Words, 



